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Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account
Thisis aphotograph album containing photographs of Howard Lincoln Athon. He was born and grew up in
Quenemo, Kansas. After graduating from high school, he joined the U S. Navy during World War I. When he
returned home, he married Robertain December 1922 and they lived in Gridley, Kansas for about a year.
Howard worked in the ail fields until they closed. The Athons moved to Topeka where he went into the flying
business. On July 29, 1931 Howard was involved in aflying accident. His two-seater American Eagle biplane
fell from 2,000 feet and crashed in the Kansas River, and A. J. McKimmey, the passenger, died instantly and

Howard was serioudly injured. Howard went on to be an electrician after the accident. His work included wiring
at Forbes Field, and several missile sites in northeast Kansas and Sedalia, Missouri.
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Topeka Daily Capital
July 30, 1931

One is Killed, One Badly Hurt in Plane Crash

A. J. McKimmey Dies instantly and Howard Athon Serious Injured as Ship Falls in River.

Had Been Practicing Siunts

Injured Man Was Preparing to Take Examination for License — Neither Wore Parachutes on Flight.
Arthur J. McKimmey, 38, 320 Emm%ﬁ:}e was killed, and Howard Athon, 705 Kenova Road was

seriously injured when Athon's two- erican Eagle biplane fell from 2,000 feet and crashed in
ine Kaw river about 7 o'clock last night.

According to Walter Henry, Topeka Airport Flight manager, the two men had gone up so that Athon
could practice stunts. Athon was to take his pilot's examination here August 6. Neither wore parachutes,
although Henry says that parachutes had been ordered for them and would have been her this
afternoof.

Hits on Sand Bar

In its descent, the plane hit the span of telephone wires over the river and was thrown to within about
50 feet of the west bank, where the plane landed pariiaily in a sandbar.

Henry and several other men who had witnessed the fall from the airport hangar, were the first to arrive
at the scene of the accident, and succeeded in bringing both men to the river bank. McKimmey had a
deep gash across his forehead , and Dr. H. L. Clark, county coroner, pronounced death as being
instantaneous.

M and Mrs, Paul W. Pugh, whose home is at the airport. were in a nearby field and witness the fall.
Pugh said that the ship was about 2,000 feet in the air and had just completed a series of spins and
wing-overs when the plane fell at about a 45-degree angle. They did not witness the actual crash as
trees obstructed their view.

Breaks Telephone Pole

The plane hit the telephone wires with such force that the telephone pole on the east bank of the river
was broken off.

C. D. Brouyette of 1416 Polk street, also was an eye witness to the tragedy.

He substantiated the story told by Pugh and Henry, saying that the plane evidently was well in control
until it took its final plunge. Brouyette describes the plunge as being like that of an army plane striking
at an enemy ship—almost straight down without & swerve.

McKimmey had flown planes since shortly afier the war. He had owned several planes, and had
reconstructed a plane at his motor company shop during the past winter. He was a World war veteran.
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Athon Badly Hurt

McKimmey was owner of the MeKimmey Motor Co., and was widely known armong Topeka aviation
enthusiasts and motor car dealers.

Athon, whe was badly bruised and cut, was taken to Stormont Hospital in Penwell's ambulance.
MeKimmey's body was not moved until after Dr. Clark had made his examination, and then was bouhf
to the Penwell funeral home.

Aﬂson,whoisst}ymoktismgrﬁedandhnsmdﬁ He is an employee at state printing plant.

He is considered by his associate to be an able, experience pilot.

Adepnlﬁnaﬂofmmmminspecﬁrwmbeiﬁpchmday fo examine the wreckage and to
determine the cause of the wieck.

McKimmey is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary McKimmey; his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Mont
McKimmey of Tecumseh: four children, all of Topeka; a brother, Frank McKimmey of Topeka: a sister,
Mrs. Verne Casebier, Topeka.

He was a member of the lodge No. 17, A. F. and A M., 2 member of Scottish Rite bodies, and of
Abdallah Shrine.

Funeral arrangements have not been completed.
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HOWARD ATHON

FOR
WATER COMMISSIONER

Experienced in Water Treatment
Mechanical and Electrical Experience in Installation,
Maintenance and Repair
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www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 18/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelifeand times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 19/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ey

Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 20/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 21/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory IORC

Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 22/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelifeand times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 23/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelifeand times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

 HOMER D ATHON
BOX 104

A
o /{)/9 eore o %06.
ﬁ/f"/’//?7 o’f%/fﬁ SPeS 19:% : ,
é}"‘éﬁ/f’i 777,4/ » 7). ;ﬁ/,;m.nzuaé) /%n
Somein RThor 705 RanLolbi,

ﬁ/?j;ﬂeg,ﬁ\, j@M’";

T trrzaea 6606,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 24/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelifeand times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 25/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 26/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelifeand times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 27/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

= -

RIS A R

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 28/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Thelifeand times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 29/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ISTORCAT
Thelife and times of Howard Athon, a pictorial account

i

7

/

www.kansasmemory.org/item/309290 ~ Page 30/30
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

