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In practically all of the reproductions of Schreyvogel's paintings
with the oldtime cavalry as a subject that I have seen to date,

he stuck close in his details of uniform, horse equipments &c. to
those various items prescribed for use by General Orders in 1885,
That would have been a natural thing for him to do as you have stated
that he did not make his first trip to the West until the summer of
1893 and since such items were changed or modified in but few parti-
culars from 1885 up through the war with Spain.

You have contributed so much to the understanding of various artists!
conceptions of "Custer's Last Fight" and, for your interest, I en-
close a photo of a particular old lithograph that has what I think
are some peculiar features. This 1litho, "Custer's Last Rally On The
Little Big Horn," appeared as the frontispiece in an 1891 edition
of D. M. Kelsey's OUR PICNEER HEROES AND THEIR DARING DEEDS, publi-
shed by Scammell & Co., Philadelphia & St. Louis. The copy of the
1891 editdon that I have bears copyright dates 1882 and 1887 (by
Scammell & Co.) but have not seen copies of the earlier editions and
so can't say whether this frontispiece also appeared in them, The
original litho is in colors. No artist's name appears thereon and
no artist is specified in the book's contents.

It is interesting to compare a photo of Cassily Adams'! original "Last
Fight" painting of about 1885 with this litho from Kelsey's book. In-
teresting even if not very profitable, I suppose I should sayl But I
have made a careful comparison between the two and have noted that
the Kelsey litho contains some rather odd similarities to Adams!
painting in regard to the poses of some of the figures and in other
regards. There seem to me to be too many similarities to let the mat-
ter pass as but a trick of the imagination.

Custer appears in the litho in a pose quite the same as in Adams,
although the dress is changed somewhat., The Indian receiving Custer's
thrust in Adams appears pretty much the same in the litho and again
this Indian's tomahawk has just fallen from his hand. In the litho,
as in Adams, there appears just behind this sabred warrior another
who leans forward to level a pistol at Custer, Quite a few of the
other figures in the litho appear prekty much as they do in Adams,
The long blank knoll that Adams used as a background appears in this
litho with only its direction of slope reversed.

It seems to me that the artist, whoever he was, who produced the
picture that we see in this litho, may well have viewed Cassily
Adams' painting at some early date in its travels and used it as a
basis for his own picture, simply transposing some figures to other
points in his compositdon, adding a few more and also adding some
embellishments to the details of dress of both troopers and Indians,
You may find it interesting to make such a comparison yourself.

But I see that I have run on and on and my main idea was to send a-
long the photo of "The Last Drop," which I hope you will enjoy.

Sincerely yours,

James S. Hutchins
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Mashburn Municipal Universitn
Topeka, Ransas
November 16, 1953

Dr. Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
Kansas University
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Neighbor, Professor Taft:

The History of Kansas, 2 volumes,
Lewis Historical Publishing Company, is in the prospectus stage.

The product is planned to be similar to numerous recent state,
or parts of state, histories, completed or nearly so. Scme of
these are: Colorago, Indiana, Iowa, Montana, North Carolina,
Florida, and the “ake Shore of Ohic, Nyle Miller could give
you a good deal of pertinent ihformation about this project.

As editor, I am enlisting the
assistance of fellow college teachers of history in Kansas, and
of several persons, like yourself, who are prominent in history
circles.

Enclosed is a tentative listing
of chapter headings or titles for the two volumes. Each chap-
ter 1s to average about 10,000 words. I should be pleased to
receive your critical viewpoint on this proposed "outline".

How do the chapter titles strike you, as to proportion, util-
ity, and coverage?

It is planned, also, by and large,
to have the manuseripts of volume I and volume II prepared and
completed during the academic years, 1953-54 and 1954#55, re-
spectively. Or by the end of the following summer, in each
case, The deadline for the two volumes is set for January 1,

1956.
How would you like to contribute

the "successive" chapters, for the two volumes?

Mining and Industry in Kansas(To e¢. 1900).

Mining and Industries in Kansas -— Twentieth Century.
I hope these strike your "faney". At least, I should like
tec find two or three chapters which would be attractive to
you and would eliecit your cooperation in the project.

The stipend will be fairly nom-
inal. It will be fully pro-rated; but when it is divided about
twenty ways for each volume, the quotient appears rather modest.
There should be some large satisfactions, in addition, in pro-
ducing a worthy Kansas history, at this centennial time.

I have liked your pithy, readable,
and popular short historiecal articles about Kansas in The Kansas
Teacher. You have the heart and hand for history writing, it
can be said for a fact.

Hoping to have your affirmative ~
answer soon, I am ﬁl :
D\

Cordially and sincerely yours, %f&ﬁV ¢
John] D, Bright
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY November 18, 1953
¥r. Albert Dreher Lawrence, Kansas
Gorham, Kansas

Dear Y¥r. Dreher:

Your note of November 1l has been referred to me for reply. The artifact
in your sketch is neither a Folsom nor a Yuma point, It is a knife or spsar
point of a variety one might expect to find in village ang camp sites of the
Woodland Culture which occupied the Grsat Plains perhaps to 1500 years
ago. The variety does not bear a formal name, g

I sugBest that you order a copy of MAncient Man in Novth America" from the
Ugnver Wuseum of Natural History, Denver, Cclorade. I thisk the price is $2.50.
Detailed descriptions of Folsom and Yyma peints are in the book. I am enclosing
sketches of typical Felsom and Yuma pointse

Your specimen has no particuler value in terms of money, The value of a
spscimen depenfls on the amount of information it can give in regard to the
archaeology of a regiony Bven then the value is not in dollars and cents.

We appreciate your®calling our attention to the find and weuld like to

ra finds v may aKe.,

know about dmy.fut
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THE UniversiTy OF KaNnsas
LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

November 19, 1953

Dear Professor Taft:

This is & somewhat delayed answer to your questlions on the
use of plctures in history. A separate sheet will also answer
your inquiry about Indians in Virginia. I send them on separate
shests in case you wish to file them separately or use them at
different times.

You ere no doubt familiar with the various publications of
Stefan Lorant which seem relevant to your current problem. They
include: Iincoln, a Pilcturs Story of His Lifef1952); Lincoln,

]; The

His Life in Fhotopraphs (1941); Prosidency, a Pictorial Histor
of Presidential Elec%fogg from Washington to %ruﬁan (1951); and
The New World, The First Pictures of America made by John White
and Jacques Le NMoyne and Engraved by Theodore Do Bry(T946).

Relative to your question of a day or two ago, my reference
to the reversing of an original drawing by engraving referred to
what the engraver Theodore De Bry did with the John White drawings
in 1590, The dfawings were made by White between 1585 and 1587
approximstely, and they were engraved by De Bry around 1590.
Both examples of White's drawings and De Bry's engravings are
included in The New World. There are some strong critliclsms of
Lorantds New Worlid in the following reviews: BSamuel E. Morison
in The Willlem and Mary Quarterly, vol. IV (January, 1949),
pp. 87-89 eand vol. 1V (July, 1947), pp. 395-402; and by
Julian P. Boyd in The American Historical Review, vol. LIIT (October,
1947). Morison's Second statement on the book included a
detsiled and dilscriminating comparison of the originals in
the British Museum and Lorant's production. Lorant's problem
arose from the fact that he was not working from the originals.
There are at least two sets of reproductions of the White
drawing in this country (one at the Clements “ibrary in Ann
Arbor, Michigan and the other at the MeCGregor Library at the
University of Virginia). These rsproducticns were made during
the 1930's by taking a faint photosraphic image and having a
London artist paint in the color using the originals as a guide.
I now have a set of colored slides from the Virginia group, and
Lorant used the Michigan group. In either case you are not
working from the original. There is currently a plan for
the British Museum to issue a set from the originals. Orders
are now being taken at §$75.00 per set to see If there are
enough subscribers to warrant the publication. We recently
sent forward to Bob Vosper an announcement about the proposed
publication, and I believe Kansas will subscribe. I hope
there will be enough subscribers to complete the project.

Information about the Virginia Indians I shall send to yom
in a day or so. In case you might like this sooner, I shall
send it along before I finish the other.

Sincerely,

S
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BERNARD DeVOTO
8 BERKELEY STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

November 22, 1953

Dear Bob: It isn't that my manners are bad, it's just that I was victimized by virtue
EBiE at an early and defenseless age and ever since then have been docilely doing what
I was told was my duty, the same being someone else's convenience. You perha,'_\s re~
call A. Lincoln's improper X¥N¥¥E remark about what the fice seekers didn't leave
him time to do. gince I climbed on a train after lecturing at Rockford the might af-
ter I left you, editors h.we been chasing me about with special and %nstantaeouu as-
signments, till A. Iincoln's natural functions are lesiurely compared to mire. Nor

is there any let-up to be expected, for they're lining up and fighting over their
turn still. V. Sackville West had a heroine who coulr:l not say no; ds regards editors I
seen to suffer from the same affliction and I don't enjoy the re.mlts, whereas she
seemed to.

If you are ever disposed to $ake the train out of KC that I did, remember that
it bas no diner. I found out in time to get a sandwich, but only by chance.

iE don't want to bore you but I do want so say several more times that I had

a wonderful time. It was swell to talk to you, the people T met were uncommonly genial,
and driving about the countryside meant a lot to me. In such moments as I've had off
the job since I got home, which come sometime after midnight, I've been reading up on
Kansas geography and the early days, so far as my library psrmits. When the world ea-
ses up and restores me to a merely normal delirium, which will be about YBENX¥{ February
if T find resolution to say a few noes, there are a number of learned questions I want
to ask you but it would simply be idle to take them up now for I couldn't do anything
about them.

One thing I have succeeded in reading with pleasure, though it counts as a job
since I'm to find a day next week to write an introduction for it, is a set of galleys
of Wally Stegner's book about John Wesley Powell. I remembered the first draft as
very fine, as I told you, but he has in revision raised it several notches higher. It's
a very distinguished book and will modify a lot of thinking. Dale Morgan's life of
Jedediah Smith has come in and though I won't be able to read it for weeks itserves to
remind me, with Wally's, that I told the literal truth when I said that people like those
two, Henry Nash smith, and we-uns are piling up a mountain of stuff which will eventually
force a wholly new corception of Western History. For my money, most of the established
and accapted theses about it are simply not so, are mere deductive generalizations with-
out reference to realities. Some day somebody is going to write a general history of
the frontier in American experience, and when some body does that will be for the first
time. Nobody has bothered to line us up yet. I have personally supplied a lot of dope
that eats large holes in the Turner hypothesis and I have never used the hypothesis in
any of my stuff, but every reviewer who wants to say a kind word about me says I am a
loyal follower of Turner.

Cambridge sustained its August well into November and for the lastweek has
relapsed to July -=- all the historic records have been broken and though we've had enough
rain to slow up the cactus all the spring flowers are out as a result of the heat.

Tt has been a wonderful time for going to Vermont but of course I haven't had any time
to do so, I have, however, written one short plece on NNKXENE touring New :ingland so
Iyric that there won't be a dry eye in the house, and I've got to write another one for
another editor. The new one will probably convince me.
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Speaking of dry eyes, on one of my trips to New York I contrived to see an
English movie called "Gilbert and Sullivan" and it is a sweetheart. Don't miss it.
The last previous movie that made me bawl was something I saw in about 1906, mrobably
the Great Train Robbery, but the last five minutes of this ome had me simply flooding
into the aisle —X very ¥¥EX high quality corn done with the utmost tact and delicacy
and a strong grip on the heart strings. TYou'll come out of it all renewed., And purely
as a mechanical interest, XXX it varieg between a wide screen and theregular one with
such nonchanlant deftness that you don t realize it, or at least I didn't till someone
t old me the next day, when I perceived that in fact it does.

In the course of the next few months, by February as I've indicated, I hope to
get my affairs reduced to a reasonable order and to give up this EXIX$IE galloping about
the country, anyway for a few months. I hope to begin my took in Fsbruary. Eut it
seems reasonably likely that Alfred Knopf and T will fly %o Utah in May, to go down the
Dinosaur Monument river trip. If so, we'll come back at a somewhat slower pace and just
possibly we'll c ome across Kansas. If so, I'11 stop off an say hello.

Well, itwas a fine weekend. Iwish I could repeat Most of all T wish
T could spend those two days on the road with you again, or™ or a half dozen similar
ones. The trouble with this world is that the nice pecple don't get together often
enough. Well, maybe I'll stay put in Vermont this summer, and maybe you'll make that
nor thern New ®ngland trip. How about it.

Please rmember me to Mrs, Taft and to my various hosts and hostesses. And
1abor in the Iord. Isee that the football coach has resigned - maybe Kansas will turn
inward to the gratifications of the mind.

Yrs,
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ToE UNIvERsITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
November 23, 19563
Dear Professor Taft:

3 tc ago about the number of
Indians in Virginia, I give you a xcerpt from my Ph. V. thesis
on the "The Indian folicy of Colonia nia," he area
concerned refers to Virginia as it is t Yy in size, not the vast
domain that could be claimed 1 er 3 warter of 16090 from
the CroWwn. Here are a few s tinent to your question:

Relative to your question sometime

"The Jamestown settlers first ( ered the Algonquians
who were mem Fowhatan C sder sp=-called gfter
the name ndi ( 8 his Confede sisted of

i 0 ; the names of the
the Bowha -onfe - the number of the

warriors in each i
L, 130), eight of w
by heredity, £
conquest.( footno 1]
Di scovery ¢ ettlement of
York, 1 ba 104). = Both
Strachey have given an estim ¢ : f these tribes
i area of aba 5 mi about one-fifth
nt tate of Vi inia CCo 0 Smith there

the total popul: T i1

at 8,500, or abou 1ative t
13, James liooney, 'The Powhat
American Anthropolbgibs -

Sees

“"Consideri
we may consery
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a

eracy,
I of Inc
in 1607 ( foc
ast and Ir

Additional f
found in John
United Stat
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November 27, 1953

Dr. V. R, Erishnan
Department of Chemlstry
D.A.V, College

Sholapur, Bombay State, India

My dear Krishnan:

Vie were greatly pleased to have your letter of November 17 and
to leern that you were safely home. Your letter from Paris was re-
ceived and I hope to publish the menuscript on the ternary s¥stem
in the March issue of the Transactions, I shall send you reprints
of course, when the article—appears~—rour thesis, if it 1s agreeable
to you, I'11 submit to the Journal of ﬂiological dhemist for thelr
econsideration. If 1t isn't the type of work in which they are
interested, we shall have to conslder cother possible sources of
publication.

Your degree was voted by the faculty of the Graduate School at
‘ thedr fall meeting so that only the formal announcement of the award
at cor next commencement remains to be mede. You may, therefore,
~ feel perfectly free to use the title "Doetor' as the times and occaslon
require.

Work progresses here as usual. Our enrollment again is slightly
larger this fall than the previous one and the indicatiocns are that
it will continue upward for some time. Our new building fortunately
18 rapidly approaching completion which should enable us to handle
more adequately the inecreasing number of students. The bullders
should be through by late winter so that the process of removal will
be under way during the spring and summer--a4 process to which I am
not looking forward with much enthusiasm.

My outside activities contlnue to take mcre and more of my time.
I no sooner get one task completed than ancther one appears. it the
present moment, I am preparing an address to Dbe given at.a joint
dinner meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical #ggociation and
the American Listorical Assoclation (the two leading organizations
of professional historians) in Chicago late 1n Dgcember. The promise
to talk was made far in advance of the date of the meeting; as the
date approaches I can only regret my foollshness in accepting.

Our plans for the Centennial next year are pretty well lald by
this time, but the work necessary toc carry them through increases
day by day. I think if I lliswethirough the coming year, I'll never
promise again to do anything for anyone.

I would greatly like to hear your lectures on various aspects
of American culture. I am sure that we could all profit by hearing
what outsiders really think of us.

Write me agaln as you find time.

Kindest regards,
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THE UniversiTY oF KANsas
LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
30 November 1953

is any memsborf reason

ive offense.

rour eredit to Hodder;

ccusable misrepresentalis

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308670 ~ Page 1059/1342
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory QD) s

Robert Taft general correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308670 ~ Page 1060/1342
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory e

SOCIETY
Robert Taft general correspondence

4) The concept of democracy--does it discard régionalism or tran-
scend and yet retain the historical and individual cultures?

How far can scientific development--e.g., in making for rapid
communication, transport, etc.--contribute towards real "nearne
rather than external proximity? How does modern science challe
the modern ethical man?

6) Find out the main economic difficulties of Asian peoples--how
far are those tied up with population, lack of techniques, and
foreign subjugatiocn.

Suggested bibliography for Lectures /I and II

/

1) Asiatic Asia, by S. K. Datta (¥932)

2) Asia, an economic and regional geography, by Lewrence Dudley
Stamp (revised edition)

3) The Interests of the Voiceléss Far East, by Dr. Julius Herman
Boeke (Leiden 1G48)

4) Discovery of India, by JgWwaharlal Nehrul (new edition 1950)

5) Asia at the Door, by K. /K. Kawakami (1935)

o TIPS e
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Transactions of The Kansas Academy of Science
Established 1873

ROBERT TAFT, Editor

University of Kansas

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY IN MARCH, JUNE SEPTEMBER, AND DECEMBER
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WHo's WHO IN AMERICA

MARQUIS PUBLICATIONE BUILDING

EDITORIAL OFFICES CHICAGO-11 ILLINOIS U S A

January 11, 1954

Mr. Robert Taft
1713 Louisiana St.
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Taft:

I made a checking, and they tell me that you are sketched
in the new Volume 28 (1954-1955) "'Who's Who''.

Your guestion makes me want to have your opinion in con-
nection with the enclosed carbon of a letter I have just
written to a biographee, for its wording suggests very
clearly that I am correct in assuming that having data
currently printed in "Who's Who' is the desire - and I
personally consider it the natural desire - of any
"Who's Who" biographee while he is living. You are
obviously not considered by the Editors to be in the
position of many in relation to current, national,
general reference inquiry, or they would not be pub-
lishing your data, but the fact that they apparently

did not publish them in one edition, indicates that

they erroneously - and that they will naturally do in

a reasonable (or unreasonable) number of instances -
considered otherwise, and as a result you went through
the situation discussed in the letter, and will be, as

a result, able to give me exceptionally useful advice,
if you will be so good to take a moment tb do so.

#ith every good wish for the new year, IJI am,

!
| Sipcedrely yours,
[ 4

By
|
' i LA, N
Wheeler’ Sammons
Publisher
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