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MAURICE R.SCHARFF
366 MADISON AVENUE

NEW YORK

October 23, 1953

Professor Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Department of Chemistry
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Professor Taft:

Mr. Albert Krebs of the Bibliotheque
Nationale of Paris, France, with whom I had
previously corresponded from time to time about
my interest in views of Natchez and Fort Rosalle,
is now in the United States and had lunch with
me here in New York today. I learned from him
that he was engaged upon & resesarch project re-
lating to the 1life and accomplishments of
General de Trobriand, who I understand served
with the Union Army during the Civil War and
later as a Major General filled commands in the
Northwest.

It occurred to me that you were more
likely than anyone I could think of to be in =
position to make some helpful suggestions to
Mr., Krebs and I know that he would enjoy meet-
ing you 1if he succeeds in carrying out his
plan of making a trip teo the West and Northwest
sometime early in 195h.

If you have any suggestions as to
sources of information regarding General de
Trobriand, I would be glad to pass them on to
Mr, Krebs if you would drop me a line; or if
you would care to write him direetly, you could
address him at Room 1338, John Jay Residence
Hall, Columbla University, New York City.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
\A;L

MRS =mt urice R, Scharff

a/c"tfa-% [0-F (>

L
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLI'SHE RS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

October 27, 1953

Near Dr. Taft:

No, you have not been gyped. At the time I wrote you the book
had reached the market distribution I had indicated. But during August
and September the book stores made sufficiently heavy returns when they
were reducing their inventories to bring the figure down to the one re=-
ported.

I must say a word in defense of our sales department despite
}r. De Vobo's rather sweeping condemnation. To my certain knowledge they
made a strong effort with the book stores prior to publication and met
with considerable resistance on the grounds that this was a "scholarly"
booke. This being so, and the high number of returns seeming to support
it, the sales department then resolved to make a very strong direct meil
effort in the fall, which is now, I propose immediately to find out Just
what they have been doing and are doing. It does seem very strange that
a book reviewed as yours was can find book store resistance of this type.
But I have seen it happen in other cases. In fact I received a letter
from one of our best western accounts, stating that he was having an un-
precedented amount of difficulty in selling the book and asking me, of
all people, for practical promotion suggestions. Apparently then we
mst look upon "Artists and Illustrators" as a back-list item which will
have to be sold by continuous direct selling and not through the book
stores. I know that the book was urged on the national parks shopse
If they did not stock it, it was their fault and not ours for want of
urging. I mean to look into the situation in Kansas City and Belling-
ham Washington.

Please be assured that I shall push as hard on this as I can.
None of us have any doubts about the merits of the book. We must discover,
however, the best means of promoting it.

With every good wish, I am,

1y yours,

Ee Hopkins
JGEH: BM

Ir. Robert Taft
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas
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October 28, 1953

To Mr. Hopkins
From Malcolm B. Niedner

ARTISTS AND ILLUSTRATCRS OF THE OLD WEST

1. Circulsrss 35,000 two-color circulars were printed, These were
offered in advance of publication by our salesmen to all of the

better bookstores, with special emrhasis on stores with good mailing
lists of Western Americana purchasers(Shorey Book Store in Seattle,
McMurray's in Dallas, Dawson's in Los Angeles, George M. Chandler in
Chicago, Bargain Book Store in Denver, ete,). In addition, quantities
of circulars were distributed to special accounts who deal exclusively
in Americana (Peter Decker, Edward Eberstadt and the Mannados Bookshop
in New York City; Totman's Frontier Shop in Sheridan, Wyoming; Hamley's
in Pendleton, Oregon; etc.), Approximately 8,000 circulars were imprinted
for our own use and were sent to special lists to solicit ordsrs (see
below).

2. Mailings: Shortly in advance of publication a mailing was made
to 110 accounts who handle books of Western Americana for resale,

The orders received as a result of this mailing were good, and since
that time many of these accounts have been reordering intermittently,
although in small quantities, Similar mailings were sent to a list of
concessioners in the national parks and to a 1ist of 6L names furnished
by the author, The results from the latter promotion were especially
good,

A mailing to a total of LLOO nemes wes addressed to the following
special groupss 380 college libraries, 3100 public libraries, the
research departments of 8L6 newspapers, and 101 historical sccieties.

3. Sales 1+ To date our sale is approximately 2100 copies, of which
206 coples were sold to special outlets,

L. Futurs Promotionss Although we have covered all of the obvious
markets, there are several other special groups which might be solicited
profitably if the expense was not prohibitive and if good mailing lists
could be secured. Of these markets, the following, I think, are
outstandings art muiseums, research departments of advertising agencies,
professors of American histery, and antiquarian booksellers (although
many of these have already been covered), You might tell Dr. Taft

that we are investigating these possibilities, and that we shall go
ahead with them if it seems feasible to do so., You might also convey
to him the idea that his book is very much ®alive®™ in the sense that

it is also being promoted in connection with other books with similar
subject matters it was included, for instance, on the Athearn circular
and a number of orders resulted which otherwise would not have been
received.
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CHARLES SCRIBNER' S SONS

PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17 N. Y.

November 2, 1953

Dear Dr. Taft:

I have, as I promised, nailed down our Sales
Department; and they have come up with the enclosed
report, which I must ask you to treat as confidential.
I grant that it is not immediately encouraging, but
I think it refutes the charge that we sit on our hands
here. I am sure that in the long pull you will be
satisfied, and I question whether another firm would
have done better. You realize that the enclosed slip
refers only to special promotion. In addition to
this, the book received the usual bookstore distribu-
tion and was festured in our seasonal advertising.

Not by way of excuse but as an added word of reassur-
ance, this has been one hell of a slow pair of seasons
in the book business.

I wish you all the best, and I am,

Sincerely yours,

JGEH:CK

Dr. Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas
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Appointed by Executive Order of
Governor Epwarp F. Arn
November 2, 1953

Saricks
History
Kansas

Prof, Ambrose
Department of
Upiversity of

Dear Prof, Saricks:

I have been asked to give an address before a dinner
meeting of the M, V, H., A. and the A. H. A, on December
28 in Chicago, I agreed, somewhat foolishly, to speak
and chose as the title of my address "History and Pictures."
I shall k some of you, if you will be so good, to read
and criticize the preliminary draft of the address but
I would appreciate the cooperation of the entire staff of
the history department in answering as soon as convenient
the following question: Can you recall any serious,
original and modern (since 1900) contribution to historical
literature in bock or monographic form (I am not interested
for the moment in Journal articles) in which the author
has used illustrations extensi ¥y (say at le
of any form, except maps or diagrams, and !
critical evaluation of his pictures includ rce,
origin, authenticity; and presents ewvidence of date, medium
used (photograph, lithograph, « i
and such other information as wou
as a valid historical document?

If you can recall any such sxamples would you be

good enough to cite them for me, Many, many, thanks,

Gincere}y,
)

Sttt /Y

Robert Taft
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November 2, 1953

Prof, George L, Anderson
Department of History
University of Kansas

Dear Prof, Anderson:

I have been asked to give an address before a dinner
meeting of the M, V, H, A, and the A, H, A, on Decembar
28 in Chicago, I agreed, somewhat foolishly, to speak
and chose as the title of my address "History and Pictures,"
I shall ask some of you, if you will be so good, to read
and criticize the preliminary draft of the address but
I would appreciate the cooperation of the entire staff
of the history department in answering as soon as con=-
venient the following question: Can you recall any serious,
original and modern ?Bince 1900) contribution to his=
torical literature in book or monographic form (I am
not interested for the moment in Journal articles) in
which the author has used illustrations extensively
(say at least six) of amy fomm, except maps or dlagrams,
and has made a critical evaluation of his pictures ine- -
cluding source, origin, authenticity; and presents evidence
of date, medium used (photograph, lithograph, drawing,
painting, etc,) and such other information as would ad=
mit the picture as a valid historical document?

If you can recall any such examples would you be
good enough to cite them for me, Many, many thanks,

Sincerely,

Robert Taft
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

November 10, 1953.

Hr, E. H, Beougher,
Attorney at Law,
Grinnell, Kansas.

Dear Mr, Beougher:

Frofessor Taft has advised me of his correspondence
with you concerning the Madigan materials
ingly anxious to have as a part of the develdping collection
of photographic history of the west.

I have taken the liberty

material in the country

cutside of Washington i this western Kansas material
would be particularly helplu

Franklin D.
Chancellor.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

November 10, 1953.

Mr, James E. Taylor,
Sharon Springs,
Kansas.

Dear Mr. Taylor:

You may or may nct know that we are building, here
at the University, one of the distinguished collections of
early Ameriean photographic material in the country, perhaps
the grestest next to the materials contained in the Library
of Congress and the Smithsonian Institute in/Washington.

The spearheads of this program are| frofessor Taft,
who has just published a great book on the tory of the west
as seen through the eyes of the gre ors, and Robert
Vosper, the Director of our 11‘urariea. a rich store-
house of this material, if one cgi1 ge is destroyed

: sn be of no research or
teaching value, W as Jlgotion City, Leavenworth,
Kansas City, Lawrence, ete -
are increasingly coming to

at the University where they 8
permanent files, and whe
useful and definite

e of the problems is frequently that the owners of
otographs and collections (we are mainly
iginal negatives) are reluctant to give

sent imental reasons. And yet our exper-

t onee the individual passes on the younger

, finding no interest in dirty pieces of
glass, simply Jjust throw them out and they are lost to posterity
and the future research and teaching that could come from them,

One very important collection, I am told, is in the
possession of Frank Madigany of Wallace, Kansas, who is, I
understand, a former K. U, student in the School of Engineering
at the turn of the century.

Professor Taft feels that the acquisition of this
group in the University collections would not only be a great
addition to the basiec collection but would tend to balance it
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

-2=

80 that the photographie history of western Kansas might be
more effectively represented as compared to central and eastern
Kansas.

fir. Edward M. Beougher, of Grinnell, Kansas, is quite
familiar with this eollection and apparently has talked to Mr.
about it, but apparently he is reluctant to part with
it, at least at the moment,

I would certainly conaider it a great parsonal faver,
and T think it would ultimately be a great thipng for the state,
if we could induce Mr. Madigan to turn these ¢yer to the Univer-
sity. I have not written to him persecmally,
him and thought perhaps a straightforward letidr from me at this
stage of the game might cause more difficul
am of course not only prepared to wri

4 % the enlarged positive
prints made from some of the péps / the Pennell (Junctiom
City) collection, which havedbden gxibited in libraries and

schools all over the state of “¥an .'n.n an attempt to remind

appreciate any help
Iam at this same t
Wnlker-

FDM-DR

P,3. I ax enclosing photographs of part of the
Pennell collection, which has been sent around the state as
an example of how we are using some of this mterial for
public Zducsation.

F.D. M.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

Hovember 10, 1953.

Mr, C, 0. Lutz,
Sharon Springs,
Kansas,

Dear Tuffy:

You may or may not know that we gfe building, here
at the University, ocne of the distinpuishedl|collections of
early American photographic material in the|country, perhaps
the greatest next to the materials eontaingd in the Library
of Congress and the Smithsonian Ingtitute—ir\ Washington.

Fook bn the history of the west
a8 seen through the eyes of gro illustrators, and Robert
Vosper, the Director of o grie Kansas is a rich store-
house of this material, i #5
or ruined or tucked awsy so
teaching value. In p F
Kansas City, Lawrends

're cared for expertly, put into
y are to have adequate, safe and

ateEd of practically all universities in
matter and wish to move with even more

problems is frequently that the owners of
photographs and eollections (we are mainly
the original negatives) are reluctant to give
them up, usually for sentimental reasons. And yet our exper-
iences have been that once the individusl passes on the younger
members of the family, finding no interest in dirty pieces of
glass, simply just throw them out and they are lost to posterity
and t he future research and teaching that eould come from them.

One very important collection, I am told, is in the
possession of Frank Madigan, of Wallace, Kansas, vho is, I
understand, a former K. U. student in the School of Engineering
at the turn of the century.

Professor Taft feels that the acquisition of this
group in the University collections would not only be a great
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

T

addition to the basie collection but would tend to balance it
so that the photographie history of western Kansas might be
more effectively represented as compared to central and eastern
Kansas,

Mr. Edward H, Beougher, of Grinnell, Kansas, is quite
familiar with this collection and apparantly ha® talked to Mr.
Madigan sbout it, but epparently he is reluctant to part with
it, at least at the momemnt.

I would certainly consider it a great personal favor,
and T think it would ultimately be a great {hing for the state,
if we could induce Mr, Madigsn to turn these| over to the Univer-
sity. I have not written to him personallyl,| since I de not know
him and thought perhaps a streightforward ter from me at this
stage of the game might cause more than help, but I
am of course not only prepared to T to invite him
to come to the campus here to see effective way

o jnim the enlarged positive
prints made from some of th4 fybs in the Pennell (Junction
City) ecollection, which hdyé beer £
schoels all over the state

his matter, 1 would deeply
A I should also advise you
iting to Mr. James E. Taylor and

Sincerely yours,

Franklin D, Murphy,
Chancellor.

FD#-DR

P.S5. 1 am enclosing photographs of part of the
Pennell collection, which has been sent around the state as

an exauple of how we are using some of this material for
mblic education,

F.DMH.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

Novenber 10, 1953.

Mr. C. 0. Walker,
Sharon Springs,
Kansas.

Dear Orville:

You may or may not know that we are building, here
at the University, one of the distinguished collections of
early American photographic material in the gountry, perhaps
the greatest next to the mterials containeqd’|in the Library
of Congress and the Smithsonian Institute in [Washingten,

The spearheads of this program ardg [Frofessor Taft,
who has just published a great book ory of the west
as seen through the eyes of the great illustr 8, and Rebert
Vosper, the Direstor of our Libp 8. Kansas
house of this material, if one/pan } it before it is destroyed
or ruined or tucked away 8o thd gan be of no research or
teaching value. In placesds a# Junction City, Leavenworth,
Kansas City, Lawrence, etec.)dq¥l#ctions of very early negatives
are increasingly coming to light<and being brought together here
at the University where y are\gyred for expertly, put into
permanent files, a ey ae ko have adequate, safe and
useful and definije resting place.

We are t. shead of practically all universities in
the country in the\dg o/ wish to move with even more

problems is frequently that the owners of

otographs and collections (we are mainly

iginal negatives) are reluctant to give
them up, sentimental reasons. And yet our exper-
iences ha carr that once the individual passes on the younger
members of the family, finding no interest in dirty pleces of
glass, simply just throw them out and they are lost to posterity
and the future research and teaching that cculd come from them.

One very important e¢ollection, I am told, is in the
possession of Frank Madigan, of Wallace, Kansas, who is, I
understand, a former K. U, studet in the School of Engineering
at the turn of the century.

Professor Taft feels that the acquisition of this
group in the University collections would not only be a great
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

Office of
THE CHANCELLOR

-2 -

addition to the basic collection but weuld tend to balance it
go that the photographic history of western Kansas might be
more effectively represented as compared to central and eastern
Kansas.

¥y, Bdward H. Beougher, of Crinnell, Kensas, is quite
familiar with this collection and apparently has talked to Mr.
Madigan sbeut it, but apparently he is reluctant to part with
it, at least at the mouwent.

I would certainly consider it a great personal favor,
and I think it would ultimately be a great tifing for the state,
if we could induce Hr. Madigan Lo turn these|pver to the Univer-
sity. I have not writien to him personally,| pince I do not know
him and t hought perhaps a straightforward lepter from me at this
stage of the game might cause more dm han help, but I
am of ‘course not only prepared to write hin b
to come to the campus here Lo ?.
the other eollections we have g
In fact, it would be helpful

W/ Jin the enlarged positive

City) collection, which have
schools all oveb ihe st.at.a of
our young people of o

prints made from some of t Lyt e Pennell (Junction

/ d26 in this matter, I would deeply
appreciate any hely we could gqt, I should also advise you
that I am at this\dawe time wijting to Hr. James Tgylor and
¥r. C. Q. Lutz.

Sincerely yours,

Franklin D. Murphy,
Chancellor.

P.5. I am enclosing photographs of part of the Pennell
collection, which bas been sent around the state as an example
of how we are usiny; some of this material for publie educatien.

F.D.H.
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2445 East Broad Street
Columbus 9, Ohio
November 15, 1953

Dr. Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr, Taft:

I have enjoyed so very much your recently-published ARTISTS AND
ILLUSTRATORS OF THE OLD WEST and as well your PHOTOGRAPHY AND
THE AMBRICAN SCENE of 1938. These remarkable works, the fruits
of your immense and painstaking research and study, have often
been of assistance to the writer in some particular quest and
they will, of course, continue to be so.

I was very glad that you included a study of Charles Schreyvogel
in your recent book. Aside from your examination of Schreyvogel's
career and of his works, information concerning this fine artist
has, I have found, been notable chiefly for its dearth. One phase
of my own small studies has been devoted to the pictorial aspects
of the various campaigns waged against Plains tribes by the Regu-
lar Army following the Civil War, with emphasis on the campaign
that had as its high point the Custer Battle on the Little Big
Horn in June of 1876.

Some months ago I was quite fortunate in obtaining a Schreyvogel
bronze, "The Last Drop," copyrighted in 1903. I believe that the
painting of same title and subject was copyrighted in 1900. It is
a splendid piece of work and a real prize for any collection. A
few days ago, my brother and I made a photograph of the bronze and
I enclose for you a sepia print which I hope that you may enjoy
having.

On the side of the horse not wvisible in this photo hangs a cavalry
saber, secured by two straps, one of which passes through a ring in
front of the pommel and the other through the left girth strap ring,
as per the old regulations. In my observations, Schreyvogel seldom
if ever omitted the saber as part of the equipment of his cavalry-
men subjects although in reality, of course, the saber was very sel=-
dom even earried along let alone used in Western campaigning.

As time will allow I have been trying to dig up facts concerning the
arms, uniforms, horse equipments and accoutrements in the various
models and modifications prescribed for use by the U. 5. cavalry over
the years following the Civil War, years notable as a period of trans-
ition in such regard. And a search further complicated by the fact
that cavalry outfits stationed on the frontier were, as usual in the
service, generally the last to be brought up to date when new models
of arms and equipments had been prescribed by the War Department in
far-away Washington. To this end old photos that can be dated and
identified as to locale &c and also the efforts of some of the more
reliable artists who were on the scene in those days form the chief
reliance for what equipment was actually in use by such-and-such an
outfit at such-and-such date and place., Scarce items, these old pho-
toas and pictures, but I have hopes of turning up more of them.
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