Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Schreyvogel - Sprague
Section 5, Pages 121 - 150

A series of research correspondence from the Robert Taft collection relating to frontier artists. Robert Taft
(1894-1955) was a professor of chemistry and author on the subjects of photography and art. The artistsincluded
here are Charles Schreyvogel, Carl Schuchard, Julian Scott, Samuel Seymour, Joseph Henry Sharp, Joshua Shaw,
Walter Shirlaw, James D. Smillie, Dan Smith, De Cost Smith, Gean Smith, Jerome Howard Smith, William
Smyth, Gustav Sohon, William Louis Sontag, and |saac Sprague.
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The ACADEMY of NATURAL SCIENCES
of PHILADELPHIA

FOUNDED 1812

NINETEENTH AND THE PARKWAY
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W H

ITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

R > ¥ H

R
TEN WEST EIGHTH ¥ ; STREET - NEW YORK

JULIANA FORCE * Direcior ff [ HERMON MORE - Carator

December 12, 1939

Mr. Robert Taft,
The University of Kansas,
Lswrence, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Taft:

Mrs. Sharkey hes referred to me your letter
of November 29th sbout our painting ascribed to Samuel
Seymour. We secured this painting in March 1932 from Mrs.
Helen Hackett of New York, who secured it from a Mr. de
Langis, en antigue deeler of Harvard, Massachusetts. At
the time of the purchase we understood that Mr. de Lengls
hed bought it from & son of the artist. Recently we tried
to confirm this with Mr. de Lengis, but he never replied.
Hence our ettribution to Semuel Seymour is not very definite,
until we can secure more first hand evidence, which we have
not so fer succeeded in doing. If I find out anything fur-
ther we will let you know.

We have no additional biographical data on
Seymour besides what you already have.

Regretting thet I cannot be of more assist-
ance to you, I am

Sincerely yours,
- (
< ( .

Mooy I anide
Lloyd Goodrich

Research Curator
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AMERICAN ANTIOUARIAN SOCIETY

s A

December 13, 1939

¥r, Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
University of Femnsas, Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Vr. Taft:

I have yours of the first regarding illustrations for your
forthecoming book, The Frontier in Ficture.

Regarding Samuel Seymour, I am sorry to say that I cannot find

anything better than the sketch in V. S. Baker's "American Engravers", 1875,
ppe 158+9, which states that he was e line engraver, born in Englend, and
practiced his art in Fhiladelphia in the first quarter of the 15th century
and thet he went with an expedition to the Yellowstone River ir 1823, with
Stephen H, Long. He engraved quite a number d plates for books, including
some for Rees' Encyclopedia. For other references to Seymour's part in

the Long expedition, see the references at the end of the sketch of Stephen
Long in the Dictionery of Americen Biographys

I am sorry to say we can find nothing regarding Faul Frenzeny.
If we had any clue as to where he might have worked perhaps we could find some
reference to him in some local history.

We have no Yestern paintings but we have a large number of early
engravings and lithographs, many of them reproducing early Vestern scenes, e
also have a collection of four hundred photographs of the originel pencil and
watercolor sketches of Charles Alexender Lesueur, the originels of which are
in the Natural Fistory Museum at Favre, France. These drawings, most of them
Western, are fully described in the catelogue which we recently published,
a copy of which we cen supply you et $1.50.

Yours very sincerely,

i “‘-”\“"\L.

R. W. G« Vall
ibrarian
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TRUSTEES
CHARLES G. JENNESS, ROCHESTER / 2
CHAIRMAN = [ & Heis THELMA BRACKETT
ADDIE E. TOWNE, FRANKLIN 17\ %. ) - " ,:: st LR
AMOS N. BLANDIN, JR.. CONCORD \oh )

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LIBRARY
TWENTY PARK STREET
CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Saint Pawul

Minnesota History

I'm glad that you 1 in Samuel
ae I have long felt that something should be written
Only recently I included his name on a 1list of
class in local art history that is now being
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I'm pleased to know that you are finding the Lewls
useful. Since publishing that 1little book I have gathered
additional material on panoramas, and I have references

a number of Mlssiessippl panoramas that I knew nothing about in
1936, Among them is the Sanford plcture. We do not, however,
have the issues of the New York Tribune in whi it 1g advertised.
I should be more than pleased to have a photostat of the Sanford
advertisement; 1t i1s very kind of you to offer to furnish 1it.

Among other items that I found after the Lewls

book came out were two texts of his panorama —— one in Englieh and
the other in Dutch. Both are in the East, but we have photostatie
coples of them here. The title pages are reproduced in connectlion
with an article by Mr. Blegen which appears in the issue of
Minnesota History for December, 1939. Incidentally, there is some
new panorama material given here with references that you may lack.
If you are willing to give them to me, I should be very glad to

references to showings of the Lewls panorama that you men-
tloned in an earller lette I don't know just what I coing to

all this panorama material, but I may make use of it at

of any actual moving pano-

We have one here at the

howing the gory events
¢lrcular panoramas

panor
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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

MADISON
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

I have in preparation a book The
Frontier in Picture which is to deal with
the artists and illustrators who recorded
the life and growth of our American west.
Included in the list of artists that I have
under study is Samuel Seymour, an English-

man by birth, who came to Philadelphia
about 1800, He is of interest to me as he
was & member of Major Long's expedition to
the Rocky Mountains in 1819 and 1820, The
last positive date upon which I have infor-
mation concerning Seymour 1s Cctober 27,
1823.

Do you have any family records
that would indicate whe r the Samuel
Seymour described above was a member of
your family? If so, does the record re-
veal any information concerning Seymour
subsequent to 18237 If you cannot furnish

his information, can you t other
mbers of the family who might be able to

Thank
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

I have in preparation a book The
Frontier in Picture which 1s to deal with
the artists and illustrators who recorded
the life and growth of our American west.
Included in the 1list of artists that I have
under study is Samuel aeyﬂour, an English-
man by birth, who came to Fnlladelﬁhia
about 1800, He is of interest to me as he
was a member of Major Long's exped-tion to
the Rocky Mountains in 1819 and 1820. The
last positive date upon which I have infor-
mation concerning Seymour is October 27,
1823,

Do you have any family records
that would indicate whether the Samuel
Seymour described above wes a member of
your family? If so, does the record re-
veal any lnformation concerning Seymour
subsequent to 1823 If you cannot furnish
this information, can you suggest other
members of the family who might be able to

‘?{4{":]"7 help me?

Qd{l-o P Thank you greatly for your aid.

ol | _:'/_.' Al Sincerely yours,

e ‘ L et 7o

tobert Taft.
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