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AUGusT,

lest vou say something  compli-
mentary about one of the pictures
As soon as you do his hrele com
posure is shartered  “Yep Yep
preery good,” and he will shuffe
like an embarrassed child and lead
vou hastily to the nexr picture
And this modesty he ¢ s @
through his life: it is the hardése
rask in the world ro get him to talk
abour arr, especially his art, except
n a joking way, when he can cover
reality with a film ndieule, ]
am convineed that Charlie Russell
does nor know that he s a grear
man, so it cannot be said thar he carrics his honors lightly he-
cause he is not conscious that he has any honors to carry

Joseph Hergesheimer maintains that every ereative artist must
be an egonist else he would nor have the assumprion ro give his
creations to the public. However much of truth there may be in
this statement it is not true of Charlie Russell.  He paines becanse
be cannos: el p
living to him as br

Ir is as much a part of the necessity of

If he lost his hands he could ver find
some means of putting brush to canvas, for he must do ir.  And
herem lies the'true secree of the mah behind the pictures.

In 1595 he marnied Mrs. Russell and from thar time he gave up
the cowboy life and devoted himself wholly to his art. Bur however
much he may have lived through sinee then, deep within him he is
still living in the old, wild
years. the most amazingly progressive decades in the world s history.

v& of the open range.  The last thirty

have made no impression on him.  He aceeprs the auromaobile, rhe
airplane, the strides of scicnces as transient, inconsequential, and
when he does think of them he classes them wirh the hared barbed
wire which spelled the end of the life he loved. Bur to him thar i
is not endeds his pictures, his bronzes, his stories, those expressions
of what is going on in his heart and mind, are fresh and vivid asaf
he had but thar day ridden in the grear beef round-up. And so.
with this pulsing, real life within him and no way ro hive it he muse
paint and model and paint and model. and never can he creare a
work which will be as grear as the conceprion. for that conception
is his life

T'he fact thar in 18935 Charbie Russell was marned has already been
e et ne T T et hasimot: Skl ol
artistic work prior to that date had been done. gravis, for his friends
or at the rate of ten or tweney dollars o picture. He was nor a good
salesman for he did nor appreciare, with his pamful modesey, the
rremendous value of his work.,  He tells a story which would seem
o refute this; he savs

A feller wanted me to pamr a couple warer-col for him
When [ Anished “em, [ went to his room and savs: " Well here"s vour
pictures.” " Fine,” he says, " How much are they 2

Apicee Right quick 1 answer * Yep, twenty apicce.”

Pwentv,” |savs
Ciee whiz,
I sure was surprised when he handed me the foree.”

Bur Mrs. Russell realized the value of her hushand’s work and
since then has artended to every business detail. When they are
having an exhibition, she ges the hanging and caraloguing and
pricing and she is always there to show the pictures and rell ther
stories to visitors.  Mr. Russell would be helplessly lose if he had ro
do thar, as | have al-
ready pointed our.

He has a story to rell
of their first venture o
e Yotk whith s
something like this:

“We put up ar the
Park View Horel. 1

Tis Frnvimans Cum home

COUNTRY LIFE =

39

mve us a livtle room but it didn’t
have no view of the park. We
didn’t have the price to go w0 a
gallery, so pretry soon 1 wanders
down to the bar. In a minute a
feller whams me on the shoulder.
** Ber vou don” know who [ am,”
he savs.
“One-eved George,” | says
“*Ssh.” lookin®  around  quick.
“You called the .’
“We gor ralkin® — One-eyed
George was a gambler from our
d he agrees to bring a
friend of his, a lawyer, to look at
the pierures: he's mterested in one of “em it seems.
“Sathe nexr day we fixes up the room and 1 warns the Missus:
“*Now don’t overplay vour hand- not over two hundred dollars
we don't wanr ro walk home and if we don't make this sale we
- to!”
“In comes this lawyver.  “How much?* he asks,  *Five hundred
dollars.” savs the Missus without blinkin,® Wow! [ just set there
n' held wsh, we'véscared him off,” | says to myself.  But
d"vou know that feller bought the picture an' since then | ain't
ever ingerfered in the business.” 5
And so ro-day vou can buy a small warer color for six hun@red
dodlars ; a very nice oil for ten thousand dollars
But even now Charlic Russell Tooks ar it as a kind of a hold-up
e He can’t understand why anvhody should part with many
wnsand dollars of good money 1o buy something that he just can't
help creating
lut the reason for this s not far to seck.  Hundreds of volumes
history. iction. pocrry have been written about the West, and
mdreds more will be written, but read them as you will the real
story is not to be found in the printed word but in the pictures
Charlic Russell. He is relling the eruth, not only an objective
truth bur a subjecnive trath, True to earlier traditions of art as
1o other things. Mr. Russell believes ol picture should tell a
st and every picrure he paints is so ce ved.  Whether or not
quarrel with this theory fr standpoint makes litele
annot help but admit thae
the grear historeal value hes in that and char alone.  Each
conception s i phase of the old life, with its drama, its pathos,
its humor
There is drama in all his work the bronze **When the Best of
Riders Quin ™ s full of 1r: so are all his pictures of bucking horses,
ind could there be a tenser situation than that which he shows in
Left Hand Shake is Best# The pathos is usually reserved for the
Indians.  Mr. Russell is second to none an aurhority on the
Northwest Plans Indians: he knows them and loves them, and he,
along with all those who are willing to look the situation clearly in
the face, knows that the Indian has been scandalously treared ar
e hands of the white man. Anil o ek wisito Beifound
hand in hand with drama in muich of his work Brone for Break-

fast,™ for example.

difference, 1or even f vou do ye

But Charlie Russell s an unconscious historian.  He is nor
relling a st mn each picture because rthar is the way history
is best rold: the storv is there because ic is a part of rhe

conception which is a
part of the soul — the
great strong dramaric
soul — of the old West
which in its elements was
rypical of all that is best
in the spirit of this coun.
try.

E
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Charles Rllséeli;Co“fboy Artist

SK any old plainsman or moun
taineer, *Who has paint 2
best pictures of the West, espe-

cially the Northwest?

“Charley Russell,” he will
without the least hesitation or qualifica
tion.

“What about Remington?’

“Good,” he will say. “Mighty g
especially when he painted regular
diers. But he couldn’t pai
ley Russell.
and couldn’t feel the West a
did, because he wasn't par
ley lived here since he
saw life in the Nor
loved it even more th:
now he’s gone, and
another Charley Ru It sure
me when he laid ‘em down, |

Tm passing of Char
cowboy artist, sad

the ¢ld plainsmen and m
everybody in the Nol

knew and loved him, He was
fifteen when he came 1o Montarn
gin life for himgself, He

when he ]

hiz home in Great

leaving behind him

ful stories told in

Rus=cll

> can never

advent
old I
had be
charact
the «
tle 1
maost

were

wilderness, they

ened popular belici that the Northwes

was uninhabitable by the peaceably in-

clined whenever they could, so that its

with Char-
Remington didn’t know,

By FRANK B. LINDERMAN

endless  plain hizh mountains, and
dense torest vith tribes of

tile Indi

3 own b
against settlement |

r more than a gen

eration after the expedition of Lewis and

ere had been but little change

affected th
he gold, za
ped over the plain
their gulches
with no thought for
t remained v
1= cast and west

MM wetween

venture, :, hart

{ sk
only 1 them closer to the S
and a dom t} ade them men
apart from those in any settlement.

Pheir customs, apparel, and even their
language, fashioned by requirement and
experience, were as much their own as
the great plains themselves, Russell
came in time to know them all.

e cowman, coming up the trails
irom Texas with his herds, only
| romance to the great grass coun-

of the Northwest, Freighters with

i bull teams and skinners with
mules, taking cargoes in wagon-trains
trom  Fort Benton, on the Missouri
River, t ¢ mines in the mountains,
) lers. Even the scattered
ranches were mostly only headquar-
They were not
ar homes where there were women
\ pan of milk in a cabin

lid not forecast the estab-

v, It merely testified

yme cow-hand had had a

yw, and that the cow had

plains  missed

1t 1o come

were un-

rv—when

from St.

cow  outfits.

luence of family,
<haded by

| hich

and

never [or

teen, more

His
parel, and life o
as el . and
n his attention

—

Indians of those
he was almost fanatical
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SKIM BLUE SEAS
TO
AN ISLAND EDEN
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. Co..
DREAM OF BURLINGTON
-1880-WORK BY C. M. RU
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HIS HEART SLEEPS
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