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PRESS COMMENTS

Joiin Mulvany's Painting ‘of

GESTERS LAST RALLY
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I only saw it for an hour or so, but needs 1o he
to be studied over and over again. 1 could look on
intervals all my life without tiring. It is very tonic to me.
ethic purpose below all, as all great art must have,
‘The artist said the sending of th ure abroad, pre
abroad
they certainly
some things

ether, *Custer's Last Rally " is of the very few
deliberate artigtic expression for our lan on a pret
tious standard and programme, that impre filling the bi
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BY MR, ED.
(Hoston Transcript, Yune aist, 1881.]

e magnificent bravery of the artist's purpose in this picture and the
sustained power as well as herole pluck with wh he has bent himself t
M t subject are allowed to make their effect upon who apprecia
what it is In'projcc( and carry out an extended composition like thi

hese days of lavish admiration for mere sketches s r

the ordinary
ments of our a ase of this huge ¢
contalning more ve but a slight notion
of the comparative strength drawn upen to complete such a picture
this of Mulvany's, It is not a mere matter of ag studio models.
#ub sannot be posed except in the artist's
untll after the creative effort, the * sheer dead li
it Into belng. Custer and his comma
anly the confused bonstings of the Ind
the material for the artist's detail. To call up th
Indians’ account, to fill the reflex of their war dance brag with the heroism
of the devoted three hundred, must be the work of fervent and sympathetic
* artistic Imagination.
Mulvany's Irish-American nationality has aptly fitted him for such an
tional and historical ing. sion for the

-:a‘ t o grand P
herolsm of combat and the intense Americanisn
his return from Munich, whither followed, at his instance, Dus
and other now distinguished artists from beyond the Alleghanic
jved and painted almast wholly on the far {rontier or in the Western
have been brnufhl to the composition of his masterpiece.
L]

)

mm here portrayed fs real, not only in its vigor and
ity to the facts of modern and contemporary Amer

yentlonal battle-pieces of European art 1 indeed h:

littls help in a picture of a death struggle with T s,

artist's chief purpose to make an original and American compo:

& grim, dis melee. No beautiful uniforms, no picturesque flags, no
Iar formations of troops Inta ranks, squares or lines of battle are avail-

10 give color, balance and form to the composition, the white puffs of

carbine shots and the dense cloud of dust almost concealing the ove
. Whelming cloud of savages, whose myriad numbers it awfully suggests,
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Those who would lludrlhe detail of this work, which requires and
lhlnlun( scrutiny, should go and see the idealization of the typical
in the f ound ; the courage of Custer at bay ; lorious sullenness o
the soldier of the fine; the brave spirit that anin ery one of the two
score men In a different phase, and s (nlclhgcnu: to rh: s
that are m!ihln‘ their desperation in carnage. They will
inter has been true to his story; and yet, while confining hi
orleal and materlal nccuracy, has put genius in to breathe lifeinto t
‘They may not like the horses, but they were the horses of that battle,
the minelng and slim thoroughbreds, but the tireless and noble ho
Kentucky—
Thin-maned, thick-tafled, broad buttock, tender hide.”
‘The blrbll’ia surroundings of the West have given Mr, Mul wr:rk a
Fenque herolsm, He has given his country its first great ch:
ting. As Walt Whitman says : ** There is nothing like it in the Ivmﬂu
nothing in Homer, nothing In Shakespeare; more grand and sublime than
either; all native, all our own, all & fact,” It is a work that deserves
national adoption,

CUSTER'S LAST RAL
[Lowisville Commercial, December 17, 1882.]

The artist hnbrulﬁh: to this nnhj:cl deep and careful study, and it has
cost him three years of hard labor, been the personal visit to
the scene of conflict; among the fnm ! Hu various ty f soldiers,
Arms, Accountrements, dress, etc.; In
note of everything about him, All lhin has betn d
country and a burning desire to ﬁnnrny of the most i
ity h'llhry His genius enables him to i
1 tory will never grow old—how Cu "

“that awful and bloody heen musing for years on the
Indlan qnmlm had thelr warm blood stirred and came to an opini
that et, A most valiant leader and his band had h;rl down their
were theo

he v
“llnﬂmuly ||1i|n| off " of these servants of the nati
oved art of our home-life as well
nothing hnd done before, to the wretched and sensele
lon had been met.
rtist hu nelzed on the last great effort of these gall.
ou stand before the picture you are :imH
g, Nolh ng could be more realistic ing to
the death, ixut his o J‘lm has animated the whole hml) of his faithful com-
lots, Brave and God-like as is the General, what a soul there is in
k, wounded, nndznl determined (th wcrn [- ml side | ). Yate
t and forceful, lies in death’s array, n d, s
Illasp, awalting a better da le nm}: fa
bove his corpse; |{e highest type of
dsame, lwnble mnn]ﬁ strong and courageous,
low has jull m:elved his mortal shot, and to our 1
_r!dllth n this figu
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insecure entrenchments
both brave where a

is it possible that the d shall not n,um-] L
hone w.um civilization as lies in this
, to all good res

In this we ] 3
has portrayed a t y of frontier w
memory, and which for sublime heroism and
equaled even in the annals of th

“Char 'n’ |Iv- sn JlmnEru|

H\,’mnl[u y m
ed by their savage foes, [:m;_htiulhz::l(, thwith the same s
and unfaltering cour: with which they would have rushed

Finding themselves completely surrounded by the enerr

re them, in a circle, half of whicl

barricade of dead and dying animals th

15t The group of soldiers in the foreg
men hmm{ turned t d thems gainst a plrt of th
f Other soldiers I)rh e facing in th
Thrv mount tl ]m]a ans in the bac!

erfully
fact that the spectator doe
tance, but is taken into uu- very midst
in all its horribl s
th and, 4 nd most |nl]h e ican tw--n- must have seen
d h ground they hold,

and by |le l\\m Indian braves, ed, for the
sreech-clouts and gaudily colored war bonnets, writh H_v in their nakedness
e they had fal.en, with their rifles still grasped in their hands and their
es full of s ferocity. Of the group of soldiers filling the center of
of course the central figure. H
3 a revolver in his right hand and a &
 hoc y is firmly pois face is
thmu,h he might ha ered some rin

2 magnif
waound just eive “uster’s lel eeling fi
. strong and life-l
ptain’s head i h a blood stained handkerchief, his hat lies upon
the ground, and his bu coat is thrown open, dmwmq his uniform,
his b drawn, but the eyes are steady in their attention, and the
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navy revolver in his hand means death to some approaching savage. In the
figures which make up the groups on either side of the General the artist
represented the various types of the American soldier with ma
force and vigor.
’l'hll 1 K{cnl fdea pervades the entire work and gives it re
o the sympathy and imagination with
n ILn effect upon the spec! -nnu a i

d, o
il he fighting 'mmu't
the strength of these as picces of p t
observer a sccondary position, and !}hu figures on ¢
hold attention, They are the embodiment of the fighting
courage, of all its dlm Ipllne, of all tlu intelligence, and of all its patriotism,
Nowhere in the Lunf ctures d
portrayal of the private loldu r, In use no other country furni
materials for its soldiers of the rank and file, In the left foreground i
erouching soldier In the act of placing a cartridge in his rifle, His hand i
teady, and his brain is as clear as if the work of death were only an
astime, His keen eyes have selected a mark, and tude ind
cates that neither time nor ammunition will be . His fine he
clearly cut features, and the stalwart figure ;' st and sturdiest d
vufnpmenl through generations of honest,
! lm:utorl. Even in this supre

mon fear or hape. ¢ fi reat hearted man, yet tender
true as his premypa of the (!uyn of \hlw ry who bore,

A llon's heart In battle,

A woman's heart In love,

Befare him li deagl soldier still grasping his revolver, and behind him
a steady old Irishman fires over the le of nlf horse rolls in the
Tn iy of death, A bullet has Tnnml ahrmu,h his' arm, b
pl lllulc closer and brought a deeper rednto his
figures of gray haired men far on In a life of rough pioneer advent
soen firing erouched behind the barricade of dead h nd
hd Just fived, reels back with a bullet wound in his bre Tk
mllf!lb the group are finely posed, and all in attitude, action, .lml the de-
of genuine fighting costume are absolutely true to life
On the right just beyond Capt. Cook, is the typical Irish- Ammmu ;n]:l-
{er, and one of the strongest figures upon the uuw He
uneven ground his rifle ready cocked, and hi
it to his shoulder, The square set jaw and the fi I gaze show the
mination of a man who will sell his life dearly, and to whom the thought of
person: ety Is lost in the rush and excitement of the fight.
His flannel shirt hed back and the muscles of his brawny
rms stand out i Ind him sta .mlq a tall, wi wre of ﬂ..
marlcln prlvnle, “keen cy.v:('l it ¢ x

—==mgEgEsoEa

e fire of

German
nl nll, wh\:h lhown ﬂmt ho will stand his Q,ruunnl until lh:.io( g

ulle
On Ilm lhought of the picture in al tu tragic
nena la that “only sillence suiteth best,
contemplation, and whose strange m.unhly m
I‘aw A burly ex-soldier's only comment
m ‘Was summed up in the two words with a |

) lnny has marked out in this and other pictures a t line of
worlk for himself—the portrayal of American scenes and American charac-
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y Prof. Mulvany—an Irish-
fabash Avenue, Itis the most
is, beyond qnm n, the only
y depicted on canvas.
ents and

true 10 nmu
rl‘ of liu- g ra he men firing at the
figures of the fi
d ﬂame
r—an admirab
1 with a genius that n

ithout exagger-
ation, a r e work a 5 CI o -ace from which

Prof. Mulvany has sprung. Tt er place for the great 3 d
be upon the walls o Vati apitc no doubt, it will be finally
placed,

CUSTER'S LAST RALLY.
y Magazine.)

Just in the closing days of the first century of life of the Ameri
pullic occurred a ] aracteristic as any of its h
tory. (ln the 25 h a ontinet m on the Im-k

te
ing, m
ﬂn-‘nml.-(.,h.ml
in fortitude and heroic warfare that
sole survivor of th mmand, a h:
ms who were th
h, tha

pany after -_nm;um\', of en wer ightered in the
sitions assigned the till at ] t, with thirty-eight officers and men, out
three hundred and filty, ght his way to thL m]mf a little knoll
and died with all tha Te unh him fighting g!
at mational paintings have been inspired by some such
al event. There 15 now on exhibition in LI y 0

entitled, y
on his way to Paris with the pictu
Academy of Design to allow the
The last terrible moments of Ger
ficed, yet died not whol
of all that is most vigorous and sterling in art.
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The pllmln‘ shically portrays the manner of fighting un the frontis
Mn}h. o lflll { :’i«"fma;';.. we}lil as :l |:|= Pn]ue States EOM\c\
na up.m situation and brought to bay by Inc
horses and make breastworks of their bodies, if cornered where the naty= |
of the ground on the plains affords no other cover, This typical fact
n with power and made a bold fact in the composition.
‘l'll-nvu 11x20 feet, General Custer is, of course, the central fi
men behind Mm are lying behind the bodies of the horses in
Miring rapidly at the swarms of Indians who are charging furious
down upon them from the rear, Custer and others face the spectator, hay
turned (o fire at hu attacking from the front,
Ind.-nﬂblbh. terrible swirl and storm and battle of resistless motio
fascinates and enchains the spectator, while the wonderful coolness, th
urage and the magnificent defiance of those men all doomed 1=
h, yet exacting the last possible drop of the blood price for blood fror
the heart and stirs the soul like vice, =
m of & race that is exhibited the; t is the combine
nm the grandeur of man, for the artist shows the arch |
Cll Teuton, Saxon and Gaul, all fused nml mwmugm with this
I\n mldu them above all American,
it breadth of treatment, subtlety of thought in compc
llon. ' llr- nnd BRREER SRS And. coior, the palater has shown birm
wdml and amply able to cope with the great requirements of

W succensfully, too, that criticism is disarmed,  The greatest
“will appreciate this plcture wherever it goes,

THE ARTI

JOHN MULVANY is an Irishman by birth, 11c immigrated to this country |
when twelve years of age, and, following the natural bent of his pursued art V|
studles In Now York, Durlng the war he gvas on the battle f o |
whetchlng the detalls of battle scencs, and it is this fact which informs
o mitich of seallty, Alter the close of the war he studied in the b
. Europe, with the masters n, the best sohools, He was a pupil of DeK

»—a‘ﬁlh Dusseldorl and Aniwerp, and afterwards studied under Piloti, Kulbac
h W Vh@n In Munich, He has followed the profession of an artist from cl
: el hat executed many wotks of & high order of artistic merit,
of  Horse Thhl' A Camrldu- Appeal,” “Love's Mirror,” *'L
Last Charge," are among the miost striking examples of
on a large eanvas which is lntended to be his chef, It
3 st Aghrim, " and the artlst has gone to the field where the b
1 Troland, 1o obitaln the necessary sketches for the picture,
at the lnstance of his Trish-American friends, who were
m-ngmlm of It, Many signatures are already on th
of goples,

lliﬂtmm at the head of his profession, and Is worthy of that remun-
which the merit and fame of his worky will doubtless bring him,
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Ined

may be

on

Sil .ady (35-3/4 x 45)

Hahl
(74 x 59)
Charles !

ot

of artists
¢l lleasra.
but recently Lfrom Paris."
Yes, I am familiar with Hill's ing "The Last
opike" and have a copy of i tas 1 he painter of
whom the story is told that when que d about nils painting
of the Yosemite replled: "Well, the Yosemlte doesn't lock
like that but I palnt it as 1t ought

egain for your help.

Sincerely
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Lawrence, hansas

Taft:

A reference to
of July lo, 1882.
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY

MABEL R. GILLIS ELEANOR HITT

SACRAMENTO

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308638 ~ Page 133/500
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Moran - Reedy

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308638 ~ Page 134/500
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Moran - Reedy

CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY
MABEL R. GILLIS ELEANOR HITT
STATE LIBRARIAN SACRAMENTO ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

CHARLES CHRISTIAN NAHL

Place of birth: Cassell,Germany
Datey In the year 1818

Father: Frederick Hahl
lMother: Henrietta Wyeck

Hot married.

Arrived in California in 1850.
Residences in State; Rough and Ready, Merysville, Saeramento, and San Francisco.

Died in San Franciseco, March 1, 1878.

Studied in Germany (Cassel and Dresden) and in France (Paris).
Studied principally with Horace Vernot.

Honors received; Exhibited (Salom Faris) 1847 or 1848, Iumercus medals,
diplomas etos from exhibitions and feirs. lost art exhibitions in
California at that time were at State Fairs, ete.

Titles of prinecipal works; if exhibited, where; present locations 1997
"Wallenstein" Gallery of Stut
“Sunday in the mines" Sacramento, California.
"After the Bull fight" Piedmont gallery, Oskland, Culifornia.
"Crossing the plains" Stanford Collection.
"nerts cebin® “ b
"Rape of Sabines" Three puintings, Golden Gate Park Museum, Sen Francisco.
"The Pandengo® Saeramento, California.
Humerouve peintings in privete collections. Fraintings of considerable size
end value that have been lost by fire, were, "Battle of Winchester® for
which Gens Phil Sheridan posed in Chicago, peinting ordered by Judge
EsBs Crockor. "Isthmms scsnes", and "Royel family of Hawaii®, "The peck
trein”, Paname girls", eto., eto.

Higeellansous notes:
Aside from his peintings, Charles liahl made hundreds of drawings on wood
for engravings on woed by Williawm Keith, Van Vleck, Arustrong, and others
for illustrations of the time, and mny lithographs, engravings and etohe
ings were made directly by him.

[ Information taken from biographical eard filed fL207
in State Library and filled out and signed by Perham Wellahls]

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDEMNCE TO THE STATE LIBRARIAN, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA €8 1130 20M
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY

MABEL R. GILLIS ELEANOR HITT

STATE LIBRARIAN SACRAMENTO ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

ADORESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE STATE LIBRARIAN, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIERARY

MABEL R. GILLIS ELEANOR HITT

STATE LIBRARIAN SACRAMENTO ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

CARL CHRISTIAN NAHL

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE STATE LIBRARIAN, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

NG4 10 39 20M
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY
ELEANOR HITT

MABEL R. GILLIS
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

STATE LIBRARIAN SACRAMENTO

CHARLES CHRIOTIAN NAHAL
(Supplemental List)
Periocdical references:

Art beginnings on tae Pacific, by E.P. Avery. Overland Honthly, old series,
vol. 1, pages 28-54, July 18¢8.

Pioneer illustration in California, by F.E. Sheldon. Overland donthly, new
series, vol. 11, peages 357-55. April, 1888.

liention. Art and music in California. News Notes, vol. 3, no.l, January

1908.

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TQ THE STATE LIBRARIAN, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

NEd 10 39 20M
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY

MABEL R. GILLIS ELEANOR HITT
STATE LIBRARIAN SACRAMENTO ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

CHARLES CHRISTIAN NAHL
Book references: (Supplemental list)

4c9l7.94 Delano, Alonzo
D33 Alonzo Delano's Pen-knife sketches; or, Chips of the 0ld Block...
with the illustrations by Charles Nahl...San Franecisco, The Grabhorn
press, 1954.

eD3373 Delano, ilonzo
01d Block's sketch-book; or, Tales of California life, illustrated...
by Nehl, the Cruikshank of California. 1856.

c917.94 Deleno, Alonzo :
D33p Pen knife sketches; or, Chips of the old block...|Illustrated by
Charles Nahl.]

c3dl7.94 Hittell, Theodore H.

H67a The adventures of James Capen Adams, mountaineer and grizzly bear
hunter, of California...San Franeisco, Towne & Bacon, 1860. [Illustrated
by Charles Nahl]

The iiner's own book, containing correct illustrations and descriptions of
the various modes of California mining...San Francisco, Hutchings &
Rosenfield, 146 dontgomery street, 1858. (Illustrated by Nahl.)
lMade up froa articles that appeared in "Hutchings' California magazine"
V.2, pp.2-14; 97-100; 145-155.

Nahl, Charles & MHahl, Hugo Wilhelm Arthur

Instructions in gymnastics by Arthur and Charles Nahl; illustrated with
6% plates, conteining several hundred figures. OSan Francisco, A. Rosen-
field, 1863.

c2l7.94 Williston, Henry C
w736 California characters; by Whittlestick. Includes ilining scenes and
sketches, by an old miner. [Charles Nahl]

e811.08 Young, Mrs. Carrie F.
Ye9 Pen pictures illustrated, The snow storm and other poems. San Franeisco,
E. Bosqui & co., 1877. (illustrated by Charles Nahl.)

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE STATE LIBRARIAN, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

NE4 10 39 20M
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY

MABEL R. GILLIS ELEANOR HITT
STATE LIBRARIAN SACRAMENTO ASSISTANT LIDRARIAN

Charles Christian Nahl

Hehl has finished up another large picture, about the same size as thet
of the Sandwich Islanders, representing a Scene on the Plains. An emigrant
wagon is seen, drawn ly two oxen, one of which has _iven
out, and is lying upon the swgrd. There is a whole family of emigraents, a
very old men and old women, the younger people and several children, The
men and larger children are standing about and trying to assist the fallen ox;
while the others are looking on with the interest and anxiety which such a
scene might be supposed to inspire. As far as one can look is to be seen
nothing but the dry and parched plain, without water and without foliage.
Along the trail are the skeletons of dead cattle, and the simple wooden
crosses of lonely and hurried graves. The figures are life size. A fair op~
portunity has been presented the artist to display his powers in throwing
intense expression into all the faces. This fine picture will be one of the
meny fine works which will grace the Mechanics' Institute Pavilion » at the
forthcoming Fair.-—S.F. Bulletin.

From; Sacramento Union. Aug. 30, 1858, 4/2.

essseses

»»» The other plcture represents "A family of emigrants crossing the Plains
in 1850." It consisits of ten persons, being three generations, which, accord-
ing to my idea, are an old man, his wife, and four sons grown to manhood--one
of whom has & wife and four young children. They have & three ox team, harn—
eased with one for a leader, a covered wagon, and a dog, They have nearly
crossed the desert, on the arid plains, of which behind them lie the bleach-
ing bones of cattle and horses, with a wooden cross here and there to denote
the resting place of the ashes of some human victim; while at some distance in
front loom up the Sierra Nevada mountains, among whose valleys will be found
grass and water. PFut here one of the near cattle gives out, falls in its
tracks, and its leaden eye plainly indicates that another sacrifice is being
added to the demon of the desert. The warious emotions of the parties at
this calemity are strongly depicted on each countenance. The young men are non-
plussed, and would as soon "live as die." The old man has his wits about him,
and at once presents a little water to the dying beast., He is aided by the
young man of family, who is remonstrating with one of his brothers for stand-
ing still and scratching his head in a perfect stupor. The fourth man is the
driver, evidently the youngest of the brothers, who stands with body bent over
on one hip, and whip handle brought around across the small of his back, wait-
ing for the others to get the team in readiness. He has done his share in
driving, and is ready to do it agein, but if the brutes will shie, he can't
help it; and if it wasn't for the women and children, he'd "meke" for the
mountains on foot, The old lady remsins in the wagon, with a resigned look of
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anxiety, and prevénting the youngest child, which exhibits much glee,

from falling out. The young mother has got out, and is looking on with a
strong desire to be of assistance, but only succeeds in wringing her hands.
The different degrees of intelligence beaming from the countenances of the
children, according to their ages, excite the admiration of the beholder.
Everything appears taken from nature, and shows the hand of an artist; but
the picture is not a laborious piece of work, and should not be approached
closely on examination.

From Sacramento Union. ©Sept. 11, 1858,
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Nehl Brothers

Three Pictures--Nahl Brothers exhibit three large pictures (16 by
10 fect), in northeest, northwest and southwest corners of the hall.
In northwest corner is a representation of an immigrant scene on the
Plains, An immigrant wagon, drawn by three oxen, has just reached
the knoll of a small hill, and one of the wheel oxen has "given out."
Attempts are being made to revive the poor animel, for the fall of
which the driver is evidently receiving reproech from one of the party.
In southwest corner is a representation of Sydney in 1851. In north-
east corner is a picture of "Saturday Evening in the Mines." There are
six persons in the cabin. Through the open door of the eabin the moon
is shining, and from the 8ill a winding streem can be seen. One of the
party is engaged in cooking over a large fire; one is already, helf-
seas over, in the enjoyment of the contents of a bottle, which he
clasps in his left hand; one is weighing out the week's or dey's "dust®--
en operation which is closely watched by two others of the party. The
bunk is alresdy occupied by a sleeping member of the company.

From: Sacramento Union. Sept. 16, 1859, 1/4
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Cherles Christisn Nahl

Mr, Quivey has a picture by Nehl, representing him sitting at the foot
of & tree, with a revolver and bowie knife in his hands, and & dead panther
lying stretched out before him. It was taken from a photograph wh}i.ch was
itself teken from nature, The panther was one which im': Quivey killed with
his revolver, after it had been driven into a tree by his dog. He went up
under the tree and killed the brute. The picture is done in_ Nahl's best
style, and would do no discredit to any gallery. Nahq., by the way, is 2
great artist, notwithstanding the fact that he has painted many bad pictures;
in some important respects he has no superior. As a des.‘_Lgner of forest and
hunting scenes, end allegorical drawings for wood engravings and lithc?graphy
he is unsurpassed, and as a painter of animels he is excellent, MNr. Quivey
hes promised to send this picture to the Agricultural Fair of the District.

From S.F. Alta. Aug. 14, 1860. 1/1
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Chearles Nahl

...0ne of the most notable historical pictures which has been pro-
duced in this city for some time, is just from the easel of Charles
Nahl. It is one of a series of three paintings, executed by this art-
ist for Judge Crocker, of Sacramento. The series will give the his-
tory of the Rape of the Sabines, the first being The Abduction, the
second The Entreaty, snd the last The Reconciliation. The picture
just finished represents a young Romen warrior carrying off a beauti-
ful young Sabine girl. The warrior is clad in the simple armor,
of the era, wears a shining helmet with a waving plume, and grasps
a short Roman sword in his right hand. His left arm firmly holds
the limbs of the young Sabine women, who is on his shoulder, agon-
ized and struggling veinly. The young Roman is just mounting a
broad step leading to a mansion, apparently, cut off by the limited
scope of the design, the attitude is striking and spirited, and
though it may appear a trifle strained, is justified by the appar-
ent approach of an enemy, whose shadow artfully projected on the
foreground, heralds his approach, unseen by the spectator. The fig-
ure of the young Roman is lithe, muscular and exceedingly well drawn.
The figure of the girl, however, just veiled in & light floating drap-
ery, shows more conspieucusly the artist's thorough study of anatomy
and scquaintance with that science. The rounded knee of the girl, as
she struggles backward, is remarkably fine drawing, and is most deli-
cately finished in color and foreshortening. The tearful face, the
convulsed hands and feet, the dishevelled hair, are all painted with
great cere and fine effect. In the distance is a confused pile of
huildings, partially obscured with smoke and dust with throngs of
soldiers, citizens and woman engaged in contest or in flight. The can-
vas is large, and the artist gives only two figures upon whom the inter-
est of the composition shall concentrate, wisely refraining from crowd-
ing the canvas with a confusion of figures. This treatment of the some-
whet hackneyed subjeet is novel, and has the merit of originality. The
general effect of the picture is mgreeablej it has all of the fine fin-
ish and minute attention to detail which characterizes all of the works
of this artist. Nothing can excel the truthfulness of hls textures and
the faces bear the closest examination. The flesh tints are delicute
and transparent, and the drawing wonderfully clever, especially when it
is considered that artists here have no living models. It is a pity
that Mr. Nahl will not sometimes sacrifice something of his exquisite
finish to effectiveness. The face of the girl, for instance, in this
picture, is painted like a miniature, but loses its expression when viewed
at the distance necessary to obtain the best effect of the whole work. The
criticism invariebly made upon Nahl's paintings by waptious critics is that

i @ n 3 in if there were more vigor with the Prush
33"1353 PO, iéﬁa%ﬁd ggglﬁggﬁgli&'minuteuess 1111 his work, not much would be
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Charles Christian Nzhl

Charles Nehl's picture of California mining life in 1849, six by
ten feet in size, was placed in the window of Nile's frame shop, on
Kearny street, yesterday afternoon, and created a great sensation, the
admiring erowd blocking up the szidewalk in the svening. As a popular
attraction, it exceeds any painting ever exhibited in San Francisco.
The number of the figures, the variety and vigor of action, the warmth
of the coloring, the good arrangement and strength of the light and shade,
the multitude of suggestions--even down to the empty porter bottle, sar-
dine can, poison osk and manzanita—the interest of the subject, and the
thoroughness of the finish, all fasten the attention at the first glance.
If the colors be too high, the attitudes too theatrical, and the expression
of the faces too much like grimsce in some cases—objections that have
been made--still the picture is full of life, vigor and solid and very
meritorious work, and, even in its defects, indieates rare artistie
ebility.

From:s S.F. Alta, April 15, 1873, 1/1
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Cherles Christian Nahl

A New painting, by Nahl, is in the window of a store on Kearny atreet.
The picture is too large for the place where it is exhibited, nor can any
just view be obtained by the spectator.

In the foreground is a rude cabin, its jagged eaves shaded by tree-
branches spreading above the roof and nodding their leafy shadows on the
sunlit wall.

An old miner sits by the threshold, reading the Bible to his younger
companions, one of whom has gone, like Eri's first born, to the land of
Nod, and sits sleeping in the rejuvenating sunlight. The outstretched
limbs and relaxed muscles of the comfortable sleeper are artistically
peinted. Inside the cabin a men is "writing home." He is fixed up, bathed
and trimned and combed, and attired in the traditional "boiled shirt" of
Sundsy in '49. Two other miners are engaged in washing and repairing the
toil-worn clothing of the by-gune week, Up the ravine, past the cabin, come
racing at their utmost speed, on horseback, four or five miners, on a wild,
equestrian spree, the excited riders thrashing their neighbors! horses, or
their own, as fancy dictates. The nervous, bounding action of the eager
horses, urged to their very best, is painted with the power and freedom--
the great effect, yet exquisite detail, for which Nahl is famous—a justly
earned fame, having studied, dissected and painted the anatomy of the horse
for five years in the first schools of Paris.

Further on is the whiskey booth and monte game, the drunken gamblers
firing their revolvers and miners dancing in bacchenalisn glee, strongly
painted to the life of those wild dgys. Nahl is a superb draughtsmen, and
uses color for its full value; bringing in close juxtaposition the florid
orange and the deep blue. His colors are the most enduring pigments, and
we often meditate whether the chenge of garishness in his color be not from
the fact that Nahl paints closer to nature than other painters; that he
gives colors their natural, true value, unappreciated by experimental or
color-blend eyes.

We are told thet this painting is for Judge Crocker, of Sacramento.

From S.F.Alta, April 20, 1875. 1/3
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