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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ENVER, COLORADO

MALCOLM GLENN WYER
LInmAWIAN

June &, 1942

Dr. Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Xansas

Dear Dr. Taft:

We have had the offer, from England, of
an old picture of some episode relating to Buffalo
Bill. It was painted in 1873 by Sam Pride. 1
have never run across the artist and I wonder if
you have.

It sounds interesting and 1 could get
it on approval from this country but I rather
wanted to find out something about the artist
since 1t has to come so far. It 1s a western
scene altho I suppose he could be an English
artist. If you happen to know anything I shall
be glad of the help.

I bope the demands of these present days
are not making it necessary for you to stop work
on your book. We have been looking forward to
it. We liked "Across the Years on Mount Oread"
with all its interesting pictures, very much, It
is so much more then a college history.

Sincerely,
o T (D e LA

Ina T. Aulls
Western History Depertment
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY
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Letter of Mr. Robert Taft, dated Dec. 9, 1939
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Ranney, William Tylee Born lMay ©, 1313- Died Nov. 13, 1857

OBITUARY NOTICE - New York Times. Saturday, Nov. 21, 1857. p.5§

"Ranney- #t West Hoboken, New Jersey on Wednesday, Nov. 18
of consumotion, William Ranney, artist.
His relatives and friends are respectfully invited to
attend nis funeral on Saturday 2lst at 10 o'clock A.M.
from St. Mary's Catholic Church, Hoboken City.
Connecticut and Horth Carolina papners please cony."

’

DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY...New York. Scribner's Sons.
v.15. p.377-378, Bibliography and biography.
Bibliography;

Tuckerman, H.T.
Book of the artiste. New York. Putnam and Son. 1367,
Cummings, T.S.
Historic annale of the National Academy of Desizn.
Phila. G.W. Childs. 1865.
Benjamin, Samuel G.W.
Art in America. New York. 1880.
Weitenkampf, Frank
American granhic art. New York. Holt & Co. 1913.
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
Catalogue. 1897.
ILLUSTRATIONS OF HIS WORK
"Scouting party"
(ATt Digest. Jan. 15, 1934. 7p.15)
(Metropolitan Museum of ATt Life in America; a
special loan exhibition...1939. p.10l. Lent by
Claude J. Ranney)
"On the wing"
(American Art Union. Bulletin. 1850)
"Daniel Boone's first view of Kentucky"
(American Art Union. Bulletin. 1851)
"The sleigh ride®
(Young, Wm. Lights and shadows of New York picture
galleries. 1864)
"Marion crossing the Pedee!
(Engravings and lithogranhs of miscellaneous painters
woTks)
"Mounted scout in march"
(S2me as above)
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Ranney, William Tylee (cont.)

ILLUSTRATIONS. .. (Cont.)

"Recruiting during the American Revoluticn"
(Stokes - Collection Paintings...April 9-11, 1833.
Anderson Galleries. Priced catalogues.)

M.B.
Art Divieion
Dec. 12, 1939
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our 1

lcbert Taft.
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r of Congress

alntings

- (.
merlican

e Trepper's Last Shot"
i iorses"”
"The Muleteer"
the Move”
g 3 v PP a1 ol
Wounded Buffalo

Thank you for any informaticn
that you can glve me.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft.
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
HOBOKEN. N. J.
NINA HATFIELD, LIBRARIAN

December 30, 1939.

Dr, Robert Taft,
Department of Chemistry,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kaneas,

Dear Mr. Taft:

Attached 1s all we could find. You will
notlce there 1s a slight difference in the spelling of
the name, but everything else seems to be correct.

Hoping that this will be of some ggslstance,

Yours very sincerely,
=75)

i

Iibrarian.
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HUDSON COUNTY DEMOCRAT.

NOVEMBER 28, 1857.

HOBOKEN.

Quite .

William Remsey, an American artlst of

celebriety and merlt died at his residence in this
clty a few days ago, in the forty fifth year of his
age. He was a native of Connecticut. Left an

orphan in early child-hood, he was adopted by an uncle
in North Carolina, and there served an apprenticeship

as a blackesmith., Subsequently he removed to New York,
tried an artist 1life, and then became an architect,
and afterwards served as a volunteer in the Texan war,
At the conclusion of the contest he returned to New
York, married and went hard to work as an artist. Hils
pletures of American scenery and 1life are qulte numer-
ous, M
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MEMORANDUM T

To THE FROM THE '_)f' 3 ne \'.-'["t,".
LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS oo
by
e & et tar of Sl
Dept. of Ch
Lewrence, Ka

discover the present loeation of
any of the paintings listed Y Nor do we find any reproduc-

tions of them.

"The Scouting Party" by William Ranney (1813-57) is reproduged
in The Art Di t, Jam 19 pag his pai was one of
i 1d at 37 ) in January
t Forgotten i od in American art brought to light
ibition of Pioneer Painting.
It is possible that ur. "t may be able to objfain information
regarding the location of these paintings from the Newhouse galleries.

The Good ed s Boc Mass., is
one of th : oncer n the country dealing in old prints.
: to locate reproductions of the works
catalogues of reproductions do not list

M

Chief, Division of Fine Arts
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New Jersey Historical Society

Founded in 1845
230 Broadway, Newark, New Jersey

ELMER T. HUTCHINSON
Corresponding Secretary
120 Morristown Rond

Elizabeth, New Jersey January 23, 1940.

r. Robert Taft,
The University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Dr. Taft:-

A careful search for the data requested in your
lLtEPT of January 9th is the occasion for my delay in
eplyin

My search for the date of Joshua Shaw's has
again proved fruitless overs I years 1860 and 1861.

With regard to Hanney, I learned that an article
on this artist had been written by Ale ider S. Graham of
I\ Brunswi ck only today did I succeed in locating the
publication in ch it appeared. The article is enclosed
herewlth.

You can doubtless procure an original or photo-
stat copy of the Wm. Cary article by writing direct to the
! y ] rk,N.J. T suggest that your letter
be to the attention of Miss izabeth Logan - you may
mention my name as having rred you to her.

Cordi aTlv yours,

o o o

Elmer T. Hutchinson
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Frick ART REFERENCE LIBRARY
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THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF PAINTINGS
February

Mr. Robert Taft,
University of 18
Lavrence, Kansas.

Mr. Clifford has given us your letter for reply

m

J. Ranney is a grandson of the artist William T.

Ranney.

is: 101 N. Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
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MAR, OS38

C. J. RanNEY
101 M. FIFTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

, one
corar 1 one of
George Bernard Wa iway, New York.

have been tol ! his picture, yone's First
v of Kentucky", is ir g t Lexington. to "

d "Pioneers with Covered VWagons", the location of these is
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C. J. RanNEY

101 M. FIFTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.

Dr. Robert Taft, (Cont.)

> years in

He wvolun

ainly repre

tal interest an
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C. J. RANNEY
101 M. FIFTH STREET
FHILADELRH A, PA.
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C. J. RannNEY
101 N. FIFTH STREET
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C. J. RanNNEY
101 M. FIFTH GTREET
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C. J. RannNEY

101 M. FIFTH STREET

LADELEHIA, FA
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MRS, CLYDE PORTER
821 WEST 56TH STREET
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GEORGE C. GROCE
5314 HAMPDEN LANE

BETHESDA, MARYLAND
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WILLIAM S. RANNEY

e sk o o o R SR SR SRR SRR s o R KR R S Kok oK oK oK 3 oK oK ok o s o ok ok e s o sk ok ok ok ok

" A few years ago, there was an artist's studio at

West Hoboken, which formed a startling contrast to

most of the peaceful haunts of the same name, in the

ad jacent metrovolis; it was so constructed as to rec-

eive animals; game, vpistols, and cutlasses hung on

the walls; and these, with curious saddles and primi-

tive riding gear, might leesd a visitor to imagine he

had entered a pioneer's cabin or border chieftain's

hut: such an idea would, however, have been at once
dilspelled by & glance at the many sketches and studies
which proclaimed that an artist, and not a bushranger,

had here found a home, Yet the objects around were char-
acteristic of the oceupant's exnerience end taste., He

had caught the spirit of border adventure, and wss en-
armored at the piecturesque in scenerv and character
outside of the range of civilizstion; and to revresent

end give them historical interest was his artistie ambi-
tion. After a brief attempt to reconcile himself to a
mercantile career, William S, Ranney connected himself
with the army, and during the Texan war, witnessed many
rermrkable scenes of nature; he had grown familiar with

the wilderness, studied the aspects of hunter and ab-
original life, realized the thrill and thoe of the ex-
vlorer's achievements, and came back to the heart of
civilization, prepared with subjects and material to

make that condition of humanity strongly contrast with
primitive 1ife and adventure, His pictures, albeit not
remarkable for finish in detail or maturity of execution,
had the freshness and force derived from a congenial aub-
ject, treated by & sympnathetic, though not highly disci-
plined hand: accordingly they were not wanting in drama-
tie truth, natural and local interest, or nicturesque
effect; and were therefore ponular, A more cheracteristic
introduction to genre vainting in America can hardly be
imagined. The "Burial of DeSoto,™ "The Tranver's Last Shot,"
"Boone and his Companions Discovering Kentucky," are among
the works of Ranney which won the comon eye and heart, and
have a genuine American secone end tone. An earlier favorite
was "The Sale of Manhattan to the Indians," Doubtless
Ranney's range was sometimes too ambitious for his artistie
power; he wanted culture, not insniration; he had struck out
a native and promising path, and with time and ovportunities,
would heve achieved a memorable success in a Tresh sphere:
in costume and minor details was remarkably accurate, and
his subjects were often chosen with dramatic skill."

ek o s s of s sk e sk e sk sk skok ok ok s ok sk ok ok ok ok sk ok sk ok ok e sk e ok ok e ok sk o sk ok sk ok ok sk sk ok ok

(from -- Book of the Artists - by Henry T. Tuckermen - 1867)
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- Sz 61 W Hanney
Associates N ) the Nt Acader 0 n aintiong
condolence crape worn by the

of

character as

memory
to h

of their
Ranney,

works
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