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1) Spermophilus Ludoviecianus

2) Athene hypugaea

3) Among these Jeteria viridis, Turdus solitarius, Tyrannula acadica,
Mimus montanus, Sylvécola Audubonii,Vireo flavifrons, Sylvicola coronata,
Sylvicola Pinus; furthermore Farus montanus, Lophophanes inornatus, Sitta
pyguea, Sitta Carolinensis, Ftilogonys Tovmsendii,

4) Troglodytes obsoletus

5

6

7

8

) Certhia familiaris

) Cyancorax Stellerii, Cyanocorax Californicus, Cyanocitta macrolopha,
Picus pubescens, Ficus scalaris, Dryocopus piliatus, lelanerpes torquatus
Hirunde thalassina and Hirunde bicolor

Caprimulgus Mutallii
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Chapter 31

The Navahoes=-- Lieutenant Ives' arrival--The liocui Indians-- Their poor
reception in Fort Uefiance-- Beparture from ‘ort Lefiance-- Communities of
Prairie Uogs-- The lake near the water-shed-- Visit of the bavahoes ifp the
ccamp-- liount Taylor-- Camp at blue Water-- Camp near the Camino @el Obispo
llebting a military command-- The lava “mrimgs streams-- Rio San Jogé ==
Covaro-- Laguna=-- Visiting a Baptist missionary--Camp on the Eaerco—-ﬂrrival

at the Rio Gmande-- Crossing the river.

The Navahoes, lavajos or Apache dellabajoa,as they #f¢ were called by the

ancient GSpanish travelers,originally belong to the wide-spread tribe of the

Apaches. In respect to their desire te rob ,there is certainly no difference

to be discovered between the liavahoes and the present Apaches, their arch—

enemies,but the former distinguish themselves through a greater inelination for

cattle-breeding and greater skill in handicrafts. Both tribes belong to natives

who did not interest me especially,to be sure less for their desire to rob,to

which almost all Indian tribes are dexmke@more or less devoted, than on

aceount of their deep-rooted deceitfulness and treachery which they dispﬁﬂy

not only against their enemies but also towards their apparent friends,indeed

dare

even towards their own tribesmen. do not Jdescribe the outer appearance

of the Navahoes as a national phenomenon becsuse I noticed so many different

figures and faces amonz them,pointing to a mixture of the tribe with ‘the slaves

kidnapped from other tribes that I considered it almost impossible to find

out the original type. Those who were pointed out to me as full-blooded
llavahoss,were tall,well-built figures with unusmally high protruding cheek-

bones, Emrskemisloping foreheads and straight noses.

The entire tribe is ruled by several chiefs but thdr influence seems

to become important only in certain cases and ordinarily every owner rules
his owar family and his herd according to his/discretion without allowing any

s in his aff.irs, As a matter of fact even the wives intain
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, sort of indeper jence and keep 1 ir own flocks strictly separated from those
of their husb:

a descr ion their huts sbove,but many families also live in
spacious rocky caves in which the territory abounds. If someone dies,the living
quarters mf¢ of the dead ere deserted at once never to be lived in agaln and
the numerous remains of old huts have originated in this way and seem to point
to a decrease in population. The size of the 'mation',living rather scattered
on account of their herds,is given variously between 7000 and 9000 members,
and I am inclined to pelievei that the latter number is certainly not exceeded.
A decresse in populsbion as we can i‘regr;r;.:tly obgerve in other tribes is
hardly feasible with the Leve because even though they were exposed to
¥i##the fortunes of ,and the losse connected with it, on their raids, they
are safe from ruinous attacks in the heart of their inaccessable country; )

ed

contapious diseases also e« nnot ravage among them as their families live separat
‘yom one another and it is not dirricult for that rescon to avoid districts
where cases of disease have occurred.

As with all primitive peoples of the American conbinent tAEFE/BreddIYA/
the custom of Peifd#f/ polygary prevails and the man usually buys his wives
from their fathers for the price of horses whose number depends upon the
charm of the young bride and on the parental affection for her.. By the way
the wife is not forced to live with her musband if the care of their herds ,
grazing at differnet places, do'not make it advisable, 1t is very peculiar
thet the father's property does not go to his son but that his nephews and
nisces are considered the lewful heirs unless the i‘ati:-er,ff:ﬂs not given his

property to his children during his life-timee.

They treat theirfrisonrer:s in a friendly memnner and the result is that

the latter feel at home very soorjnd are assimilated very easily into the
tribe. Cruelty , according to all my information is not onme of their character
traits,although they murder in a cold-blooded fashion and their treachery
is endless. Hospitality is one of their great vimues‘and the custom prevails

that visitors consider all the food in the hut of their host their property
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and may enjoy it as mach and 4s long as they plesse. Their clothing @s very
different, and depends on the meteriels which each one g¢ff accidentally gets
into his hands and also depends upon the taste with which he uses them to
cover his body. I saw some Navahoes who were hardly distinguishable from a
Pueblo Indian. They were dressed in leather breeches richly decerated with
butsons and in leather legzings as well as a colored hunting shirt. On the offi¢
other hand I noticed some who reminded me of the oriental nomadie peoples
in their wide white cotton clothes. I might almost consider the beautifal
blankets as a national dress, es both sexes usually wear them Hund thigr
shoulders. These are woven most carefully by the women who try to excesd one
another in the selection of the colors and the composition of the gay-
colored stripes and phantastie figures in the textile.The original blankets
were woven in broad stripes only in the different colors of the sheep, but
since the Havahoes can procure solored woollen materiaiﬁkrom New Mexico
they get these,ravel them into threads and use them for their own weaving. 1
noticed especially tasteful saddle-blenkets and ¢3§%&ged to buy some,but they
charged such high prices for their beautiful large blankets which serve as
clothing, that I could just as easily have bought a horse.
4s I vemarked above the entire wealth of these peonle consists of their flocks

and they only work for theme From childhood on they try to increase theif herds
and shun no mesns to come into the possession of horses, sheep and goets as
by their number their respect and influence is determindd in manhood. With
such a constant desire, it is not surprising that some persons own far nore
than 1000 horses and perhsvps 6000 sheep and coats; on the other hand it mst

7, just as the most miserable Apache, beg from every
traveler when - wonld be able to surround themselves with g¥fsy/¥idd/all
kinds of-conveniences by selline ene or more horses or s number of sheep. S5y
the way , there is a certain aversion in New llexico to buying a good horse
from a Navshoe because the Navahoe gives up a good animal only, when he has a
prospect of being able to steal it back againe

sworgLy§, Prineipal weapon of this Indian is a spear,twelve feet long, with#
Td~11ke point )

Which the oW how to use very sk
¥ kn h e
2 =] L

11fully on horseback
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but the bow in their hands,is also a weapon not to be c!i?e:‘; rded. 1t cannot

be denied that a warrior armed in this way, seated on the high saddle with
its short stirrups,half-concealed in a folded bi‘.tn}:et, his long hair flying
in the wind, makes no (\i]'g"frora‘r.-le impression and it ean easily be expddined that
a horde of these wild riders was once able to spread terror in the valley of
the Hio Grande.

The only Indian tribe whieh the Navahoes fear and for which they have a
certain amount of respect are the lUelgwares, a vanishing trib;:). At one time
they had seized the property of skese- some of these bold roaming hunters,
and the result was that a=few dexs lebewm, the llavahoes found several of thédér
families scalped. A few days later the Delawares returned to their homes With
a rich loot of horses,

I did not succeed in learning anything shout the religion of the Navahoes
but I believe that they care very little about life after death because they
know for certain that they have to leave their horses and the rest of the herd
bhesd behind. They also know nothing of their origin; some pretend that their
forefathers at one time came out of the earth, others are closer to the truth
by maintaining that they are unfamiliar with the history of their tribe. Thus
the tribe offers nothing that coudd give a clue for possible research unless
it be the language, according to which they must be considered related to
the Apaches with whom they no-w live in enmity.

Any attempt to link % the whole family of the Apaches,led by the Navahoes
as their most enlightened members,with the nomadic tribes,which at one time
flooded New lexico would fail completely, apart from the differences in lang-
uage. I only point out that there have been no essential changes among the
Navahoes, although they were surrounded by semi-eivilized peoples for a century
Just as the eity-building Indi=ns have remained faithful for centuries to
their inherited customs, habits and inclinations. e find a great many things
in the Pueblos and w—fvgh their inhabitants which point to a former close asso=-

¢lation with the tribes that have migrated south, but such traces are completely

U Bt inmd's Db
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absent among the Navahoes. They not only lack the tﬁqdency to establish regular

cities, they even show an aversion to it. They do not make pottery, nor do

they plant cotton, tame birds or collect feathers for their ceremonial dress .

They are now what they were centuries ago, a wild unruly horde. “aving become

arrogant through the power gained gradually over their npighbors, they en-
exercised

slaved t;xem}md conscious of their immunity they sxeemsied treachery and false-

hood until they beceme a national trait and made them what they are, The

nation of the Navahoes would be 4 fertile ground for the pious zeal of mission-

a\ries and I cannot understand why the Gospel now is carried back and forth
only on trails broken lang ago,instead of being applied against deep=rooted
evil passions in a noble strugele.

When we sat in a wide circle in front of the fire PY¢¢f in ieber's simple
saloon on the forencon of May 22, once again busy with the carefree present,
and discussing the immediate past in lively tales, the door suddenly ppened
and wrapped up in their overcoats and blankets Lieutenant Ives, Egloffstein
and Dr. lNewberry entered. A group of loqui Indians who had accompanied them
gathered on the road at the same time, in order to launch their complaints
in Fort Defiance about the robberies of the Navahoes. hile the Indians chose
an empty shed for their sffy¥/ quarters and the packtrain moved to the camp
near the natural bridge, we invited our companions into our midst. After they
had been sufficiently refreshed with food and drink,we begen to question them
about ‘heir experiences and the success of their trip. Above all they in-
formed us that their efforts had failed in as much as they had not succeeded
in finding the Rio Colorado again, The experiences on the trip itself were

e
limited to a troublesome kike through¥gorges of the high rocky plateaw; only

thp description of their mebting with the Mogui Indians and their high -lying
cities deserved special attention. Unfortunately,however, only oral reports
about this #solated tribe had been obhained and collected, and they had also
failed to bring back vocabularies of the still-unkmown langusce, @f/fHg as well

fl‘f.ﬁ,i.ﬁ as drawings of their aities. The loguis, according to the descriptions

z - i S = .~ from the <4unl
+ owe to Ur, lewberry, hardly differ in their customs and manner? ITOH
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Indians and the living habits of the twe tribes are also identical. lhe
Moguis ,about 6750 peoplelaccording to ‘hipple), inhabit seven cities
founded on the slmost inaccessible remmants of the frequently memtioned

high plateaus. The largest of these is called Uriabe, the four cities of

e
ecual size in regard to population are known as Schuhmuthpa, lfuschai-i-nah,

sleh-la, Gualpi, and the two smallest ones cchiwina and Tequa. ‘here are numer-
ous ruins in tht region pointing to a much greater population in former
times. The cities are a istance from one another, are quite regularly
built and surrounded by stone walls. The rows of houses form a public square
or yard and as in the case of other pueblos in lew lexico, the entrancesto
the dwellings ‘:3‘ on the t roofs which can be reached by ladders. Springs
well as natur cisterns
i
for si,ica.c‘lucon'., to some of these lofty heighte
ter it would ¥¢ certainly require a gre:
by force.
On the slopes wherever nature permitted i h riens lie in fterraces
one above the i ended seg are to be s:en there, besides
spacious
ky towers, crowned g cities, rise,. Jespite the
lack of wate these ir strious people grow more
their own needs. ‘‘en and
emi

iminates among

is so evident among most

reason for this
consists mdinly of hand-wover berial the women
loose gown, the men usually a lig hunting
?5;;1;2 woollen , white blanket decorated w th blue and bﬂ'?‘?%c stri
* e

rman phonetic spelling.
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informed that I 11l the lioquis weTre supposed to he

s0 that an understanding amongz them could be accomn

preters. In how far thes faer S are acc e, 1 cannot determine and it
is to be highly regrett that no authentie informafion has been obt:

about them,

As to the outward appearance of the lio mig Indians, I found them leas
sturdy #{d on an average than the Zunis tut I would call their facial ex-
pressions even gentler anf inspiring more confindence. They are known near
and far as ¢ a 1 adn industrioms trive. Their timidness tows rds strangers
borders on faint-heartedness and thedr complaints thereforscarry mich less
weight than the defamations of the audac ous, arrozant lavahoes,.

The treatment which the loqui @gfMdf¥ deputation or twenty-five membe
received in Fort Defiancs fi d me with a great deal of bitberness. Dr,
Newberry who diplayed the greatest humaneness and sympathy for his fellow-
man eh every ocaaskion, without regard to color, was filled with indic
when he observed the ssd faces of the Locuis, so bitterly disapnointed in
their hopes. In this mood we promised one another to do everything in our
power, not only to give loud verbal expression to our criticisms but to ex-
pound them in our works destined for publicationg.

hen Lieutenant Ives had realized the futility of his project to get
down to the Colorado, he wanted to eng ge a logui guide who was to lead him
to the Canon de Chellyy or to Fort Defiance via the shortest route. In-
stead of one, more than 20 of then reported to him, all ready to acconj,%‘:y
him %o the Lilitary ‘ost, in order to guide the expedition on the shortest
way possible and also to be able to Ygd#d travel throughX the Navahoe terri-
tories under American protection and to be able to lodge their complaints

about the raids of the Navahoes to the Commander as a deputation,. Lieutenant

Iver, always intent on saving government ﬁmdsi placed at his disposal, declared

however, that he needed only one or two giides afd that he was not inclined

to reward the entire group for services which he had not required of them, that
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he, howsv-r, would not keep them from joining his part. The locuis equipped
themselves with food,and were the friendly and obliging leaders and companions
of the expedition on the entire route.

Soon after their arrival the poor Indians learned, However, how much of
their innate hospitality wes recirrocated by the white civilized people
and what they could expect of a nation which not only considers itself the
propagator of civilization on htis great continent but also as its supreme
lord and master.

The NMoguis were not noticed at all, to be sure they went to the shed, set
aside fg#/fié/ to receive strange Indians but I did not see that they were
given provisions, and when they stood around Weber's dwelling with sad faces,
and Lieutenant Iv aw them, he declared that he had not hired them as guides
and that he, therefore, had no intention of misus'ln,r, the generosity of his
roverneEmnt by giving presents to natives who did not deserve them. Lietitenant
Ives acted prudently, but in this #### callousness which is not recommended
by the liberal government of the United States, prejudices weme naadde=ted
against a darker-skinned people were manifested, in such a way that even the
Indians could not fail to notice it. After all they were ounly natives,
YHEEUEL /PEd ¢ MY it did not matter whether they were a peaceful, harmless and

highly moral people or treacherous robbers. Their skin was brown and how

could brown or black people count on the benevolence and the frieﬁineas of

the white race?

‘hat emotions must fill the lioquis after such treatment and with what
ideas about the white intruders they would return to their peaceful cities.l/can
eaily be guessed. The white people had visited them and the so-called savages
had met them with friendliness. The savages had then aprroaoched the white
peoplellogking for justice Ibut had only reaped mockery from the Navahoesq but
I am convinced that if white people again stray into the cities of the loquis ,

they will nevertheless find the door of each house opened by hospitable people.
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A wandering padre preached in Fort Defi nce on the following day. lany
people were in church and prayed very devoutly,maybe they also thanked
God that their skins were so white and that their hearts were 80 pious
but at the same time twenty-five starving Moqui Indians were on the wa
their homes.

A few hours after the arrival of Ligutenant Ives' comnand, I rode to-
wards tﬁe camp accoumpanied by Ur. Newberry; we had not seen one another for
a long time and had a gr a¥ deal to discuss. e talked especially about the

lioguis, and boasting loudly I rmmembered my valued friend, Captain Whipple

who had the faculjt} not only to do successful research among the natisves

but also t) win the heart of the wildest A{/f¥¢ Indian with wisely distributed
gifts b and even more S0, by a friéndly eccommodating spirit which inspired
confidence.

When we arrived at the camp /2 group of liogquis was already there. The
poor people sat around silently, and the expression of their eyes about the
inconsiderateness with v hey were t d was so sad and reproachful

that I was ashamed to leave my tent because after all.l was a white man

too, whose callousness, whosg i tive and whose conceit will long be remem-
bered in the cities of the loouis. Dg¢. Newberry,almost the only one of us who

ALLIHAd/ dddd st111 fhd some underwear and clothing left,locked for everything that
he could possibly spare, gave it to a skender Indiam , shook his hand and
took a friendly leave from everyone but 1 noticed from the behavior of the
honest doctor how painful it was for him that the people who had been his
raveling companions for several days were not given foos although we could
have gotten enough provisions from the store rooms of the Fort. But I repeat
thet they were only Indians who left our camp slowly,bitterly disappointed
and hungry. The government had been saved a Tew dollars, certainly against
its desires and intentions.

On Lay 24 our expedition finally left the camp near Fort Uefiance and we
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turned eastyfidfd toward Campbell Pass across which the road leads between
¥ort Uefiance and slbuguercue. e were all tocether again,even the hand-
cuffed Priggh##/ murderer was with us, As he was to be turned over to a
eivil court, Lieutenant Ives was forced to bake the man along to Albuquergue
much to our regret. The ground forma‘ion was not very favorable for our trip ;
crossing the wide p3din we came to the highway in an hour and were soon
surrounded by rocks, formed by the top layers of the sandstone @leposits, they
showed extremely picturesque imposing formatdnas. Huge walls, adorned with
dark-green cedars and firs reached down into the valley-like pass from both
sides, some hille of limestone towered 1p, long artifical-looking walls with
delicate columns and seemingly swaying towers extended far into the side canyons
I also observed wide gates which the mountian water had gradually eroded and
throush whiech the c¢lear blue sky shone behind pleasant groups of trees.,
The lendscape and the scenergy changed at each turn in the road, at every
movement foreward, so that we had the best topie for conversation in the
natural surroundings. The road was even and level hut by the lod wagon taek
t$racks which were baked solid by the dry wind, we could see that it was im-
passable in the wet seasons.

Although Spring had scaraely announced ifts arrival in those hELFELE/
high less protected regions and one could have expected to find some dampness
left from the winter, we looked in vain for water in the beds of older torrents

and the basin-like depressions. We had covered 16 miled when)we pitched

camp on a hilly rise of the ground due to the approaching evening. A cold

west-wind blew throush the canyons, and sang melancholy tunes between the ced=rs
which sheltered us and our herd and whipped the flames of the pyre around
which we gathered chatting and smoking until late at night.
May 25. The stormy evening and the row night was followed by a morning
50 beautiful and lovely as only the awakening spring can offer. To be sure
it was cold in the early morning hours but in the quiet sunny air we could al=-
most feel the reviving strength which man and beast wreathed in voluptuously
and which disguised in millions of dew drops found the hidden roots of grasscs

~erdiribe
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and herbs. Yes, it was a magnificent morning, Bome lavahoed families were in
our camp , they crouched around low fires or stood about in picturesume
groups watching attentively as the llexicans tied the luggage on the backs
of the patient animals. We ourselves examined the blankets that hung from
the shoulders of wrinkled warriors and slender young men or covered the upper
half of the bodies of dirty women and bright-eyed girls, and attempted to barter
for some with especially beauntiful eolors. But unfortunately we had not been
able to obtain money at Fort Defiance and were so impoverished that we could
attract the Indians only with our pen-knives and we actually managed to trade
small two-bladed knives for beautifwl saddle blankets,.
finally set out and followed our roa! in an easterly direction over hills,
-orges, meadows and forests. The character of the environs remained
ame but the eye enjoyed a constant change in the distribution of rock,
tr e and plain and numerous herds indicated a cor 1tively dense population.
The evening approached, we had watered our animals at a puddle on the rsodside
at noon and when we had covered 20 miles we stopped where we were, that is
to say, at the edge ofa wide grassy plain where we found fodder for the animdls
but no water., Some lavahoes who joined us informed us that we wou 4 come upon
large
a #pIéddid lake ten miles farther on, and therefore there was no need for
alarm since we could count on f#fffi{f#having the animals drink to their heart?s’
contert in the early morning } y of the following day for the first time
since we had left [lort

The lhavahoes were very depressed and complained bitterly about their

rel-ted tri the A hey had gt-‘;c}\:e‘. the outlying

settlements of the N ne previc 1ight, had
ildren besid
I felt some malicious
the horses and thou f the Moguis and Zunis.
that the governmant d States tolerates and does not

punish sn the natives annihilate one another in wild revenge,andmay even

undertake their massacres in e vicinity of military posts.
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We continued our trip on liay 26 and were almost continuoukly among
ties of prairie-dogs, whose busy inhabitants barked at wus in digust
1 the distance but at eaur appro left the little hills in front of their
homes, crewled into their holes and continued te bark with only their heads
stickine out « When the charming little animals considered the danger past
and far enough away, they went back to their favorite places on the knolls
wagzed their tails, éﬁﬁﬁ like namghty school-boys sent a few invectives after
us and then joined in wild games on the dusty sand in the laughing sunshine.

These merry, harmless animals, how often have I wafched them attentively

and enjoyed their social companionship, their gay behavior' We had ridden only

a few miles when we encountered a big wagon caravan, bringing provisions to
Fort Defiznce. We stopped for a few minutes, exchanged the whence and wherefare
wished one enother 'Bon Voyage' as is custumary , envied one another t e best
miles, ss is usual, turned our hacks to one another, as is natur=l, and did
not think of each other any longer than was absolutely necessary and that wa s
certainly a very short time in a landscape which offered so much besmuty and
nobility to the eye.

Since the previous day we had been between two mountsin chains running
parellel to one another from northwest to southeast. Neither was high, hardly
more than 800 feet but duite different from one enother as the southern chain
had only W@g¢ cedar-wooded slopes while the morthern chain towered perpendicularl
from the level ground, a solid wall ef red sandstone, I thought . noticed thab
the southern chain slso dropped like a wall to the south and that the northern
slope of the northern chain fell gently toward the north. This is peculiar to
most of the parqllel chains in the Navahoe territoryes and it appears as
if at one time +the enormus deposits of the high plateau had been cut
through along certain lines. The fields originating thus had then been lifted

from the ground in furrows while others had remained in the original plainm.
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1§
At a superficial investigation these upheavals are often ascribed to the #/
earliest effects of the Jan I'rahcisco mountains -nd lount Taylor nearby, bu t
upon a more thomough i ,ionjon—:- is inelined to consider the upheavals
of the Hocky lountaing chain as the reason for thehr development.

The northern slope did not form a continuous rocky wall but =s the water
had run down the transverse crevices of the lifted yoke, the crevices
gradually widened into gorcses and the mountains were partly separated from
o0e another and rose a ',Tmi ‘hty walls. The road led about four miles from the
rocks so that we sould see them behind us and in front of us for a great
distance. I enjoyed the imposing fo:‘T—iEticans’ Jjust as much as the gorgeous
play of colors caused by the various dist-nces. The sandstone walls,lying
closest, appeared deep-red, steCp by step they took on a vdolet tinge in which

blue, produced by the atmosphers bedBme more and more dominant until it

finally merged with the hazy shadows of distan mount::in.‘ranges especially

with Mount Taylor, on its broad base,

We caught sight of the lake after a th¥¢e hour ride and immediately turned
toward it. It still seemed to have a high water level although the animals
could wade far into it on solid ground befor their hoofs were covered by
water. It is to be assumed that in dry seasons only a little puddle neemies.
remains of the lake which covered an area of at least 50 acres when I was
there, and the size of which is largely detormined directly by the quantity
of precipitat on. Cur stay at the lake was only a short one, we watered our
animals, filled our eanteens and jugs, and started out again on the dusty
raod which lead directly toward ount Taylor. fter a stretch of 21 miles
we stopped in s thinly-grown cedar wood. There was no watér nearby ,but we
found fairly good grass and therefore decided to stay overnight. The cold
wind which fiad come up toward evening , blew until the following morning.

Soon after midnicht its melancholy song was joined by the Dbleating of many
sheep and goats which were being driven in herds deeper into the mountains

Past our camp by Navahoes who had been frightened by Apaches, This dis-
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turbance lasted for several hours because t e bleating of one herd had sgf/
scarcely died away in the howling wind ,when the noise of a new one approached
from the other side again demanding the attention of evcm’ohe’since we were
not willing to have a few mules disappear with the Navahoes during the con-
fusion. Day finally broke and with the first ALI/#f# rays of the sun, a number
of natives of every age and sex arrived in the camp,offering sheep and goat

milk for sale in ciyy vesseld, The vessels and the milk did not appesr to

be exceedi:%l.y clean but the black coffee on the table and the white milk in

front of Ws made us overcome ano”é&esling and we looked for the last small

coins in our group for which we obtained more milk from the natives than we
needed for breakfast so that we were able to fill a few bottles and take it
along to the next vamp. The dry wind still blew intensely, the sir was iey,
when we left camp, and moved in a southeasterly direetion toward the western
foot of liount Taylor. The ground dropped gently toward the east and since low
sparse bushes repalced the high cedar groves, we scon had a full view of the
m volcano that lay in front of us as if in majestic peace., This mountain
offered a peculiar sight; its wide regular form bordered almost the entire
southwestern horizg¢n , its height stood out less boldly because the slopes

on both sides dropped gently in all diregtions and theﬁfcre moved the base
#efny miles from the center. I estimate the height of the peak above the base

at 4000 feeﬂau:‘: the distance of the base from the old crater at an average of
not less than 25 miles. e were close enough to be able to distinguish the forms

and lines on the slopes and I easily recognized the unbelisevably large masses

BEEXRyAwhEER-h

of lava which had , in flowing down at one time, pushed the liquid stone
many miles into the plains, In some phdaees places they had formed hills

of cold lava,in others célyon-like depressions as if the hot stream had melted
¥he hardened matter again and taken it along with a powerful, irresibtible
force.liountdins and hills of aolid lava rose in the plains right at the base

of the mountain and rivers of hardened lava ran like rays from the mountain
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in all directions through the land,. We crossed numerous of these blakk
winding walls, in places over which traffic had moved dor years but the g
crust had remained unchanged under the bressure of the iron-clad hoofsand
the wagon-wheels and such crossings were only noticealble by the sand in the
cracks and the iron particles remaining at the eross ing points,

After 18 miles we reached an extensive grassy plain, with several deep
pools called 'Blue Water', a camp-site for al passers-by,. What has given
rise to such a name I could not guessypecause the water reflectsd the eloud=-
less sky no bluer than any other water,and had the same color that is peculiar
to such stagnant waters and is anything else but blue, We came across 8 leximns
therekho were on the way to the Navahoes with pack-animals and goods in order
to batrter with them. The traveling priest who had held the servdece in Fort
Bte Defiance . arrived at Blue Water scon after us, where heplso intamded to
spend the night. The priest himself drove a light wagon drewn by two strong
mules, his two sermants accompanied him on horeeback, together with a few
soldiers who had to care for the smxxiysafety of the pious man through tha
Navahoef territory.

Lisutenant Ives hd made friends with the priest in Fort Uefiance and

as the latter traveled so much faster tE an we Ai:T with his better mlles,‘pt‘ﬂe

acquaintance proved very advantageous to Lieutenant Ives since he was able

to join the padre and reach Albuguergue two days ahead of us. This was the
disbanded

more desirable as the expedition was to be A1ALSYA 4 there ., and the necesaary

amount for paying the men might possibly have to be fetched from Santa Fé.

Tored
e e 2 g
Lieutenant}’closeﬂ the accounts in the camp at Dlue Water. Ve also arranged

our return trip with him. As he found uﬁ firmly determéned to take the route

acrosg\the prairies, he promised te provide us with a wagon and ﬁe necessary
e

team,‘ mounts for us and besides with three servants. This brought our party
consisting of leacock, Dr. Newberry, Egloffstein and myself to sevenymen.

‘e completed our arrangements as follows; Albuquerqgue was fixed as the
place of dQ‘_’.T‘x'!'V'TO, we were to receive our equipment and funds them,and while

Li I whon R s
ieut. Ives whom very urgent business called back to Fort Yuma and San
—=TaE
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Franciseo, made plans for the return trip to California by mail coach on
the (ila Road, we dreamed of the grassy flat-lands and the herds of buffalo
and congmatulated one another on the delightful end of cur laborious ex-—
pedition on which we had had to struggle for months against obstacles of a
mo-t threatening mature.

the
Accompanied by UJr, Hewberry , I went to the edge of ‘Blue Water plain

before night-rall where the aspect of the white rock formation attracted
our attention. ‘e found limestone there, filled with large fossilized mussles
After a great deal of work we finally succeeded in nocking off samples of
the hard rock itself and also some samples of the different musslesg Ur.
Newberry believed that he recognized the same formation which we had discovered
1
at a distance of two dayVd travel fombhnorth of Ireteba's la:t cc,'.:'.p),,a fact that
asily be explained , if one assumes thst the granite nucleus of the Locky
Mountains on the water-shed of the mountain range, alog known by the hame
of Sierra ls fted and broken through the stone strata covering it.
Ascending the western slopess from the 'rias over the Jurassic and lower
Carbon formations to granite formation one finds them all more oe less
covered with lava; the formations apeat the eastern slopes
in the revers der and sre als : with the lsWa
of ount Taylof.
e had long since cros the wator between the atlantic Ucean
and the couth cea  according to Captain Whippl observations which deviate
only 1i om 1 1es made at Fort G ance, our road asc ::\‘r.:-d and
descended a: llows: the camp near Zuhi was 6356 above sea level, Ojo del Foso
the point near out east of the Fort
in Campbell's Pass 695 n the Aqua azul or Blue
called Hay Camp, 6080 feet and from there
the altitude decre and regularl: the ban 1 Rio Grande.

At bBlue : Rio San José,

continmuing our trip on iay 28 we soon came

) Sze -fefpre [a-

) "réu.»fa.c_. e ®,
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the winter and Captain Hateh was about to take them

bea but in my opinion too heavy for
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rtainly. never can claim th_tts name of light cavalry
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ght vavalry in mountainous re pect to their
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0, I ¢limbed about the lava masses which all looked as
d off and had been pressed into the oddest shapes

. 1terest I watched the squirrels which had

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308637 ~ Page 357/538

Kansas Memory is

a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Miller - Mollhausen

}§‘7
the cleft and hurst rocks as their ab __ince time immemorial, and
which now 4s I passed over the metallie-sounding mass curiously rushed to the
gurface, watched me with their beautiful black eyes for a moment and then dis-
appeared like a flash. I also énjoyed the glorious blossoms of the cactiffy
and these fleshy, juiey plants truly formed the erassest contrast to the plain
stone in whose clefts they had taken root.

On lay 24 we traveled only a short distance on the east bank of the San
Josd between lava deposits and a presipitous cchain of hills. .i:fe crossed th ‘#
creek at the place where Captain Hatch had camped and then passed a few
successive lava walls. [he road continued four more miles in the valle ¥
of the San -Toaé*:iver which ##f flowed throush grassy meadows, then roared
between lava boulders until it finally turned into a wide valley and wound
along its western edze. We crossed the cresk =again,and were now in
the valley of Coverc. Our road led through this city in a south-eastérly
direction . We stopped 111‘}01791-0‘) only long enough to enjoy the hospitality
of a red-headed  American who treated us to a glass of diluted brandy. We

hearty
removed the taste of the obnoxious but warming stuff with a drink fwom #he
A#dAPY spring AAd/LA#Y#YI#d which gushes from the solid rock in the center
of the city and supplies it with water.We also filled our canteens at the
generous spring and then traveled through the wide girge toward the valley
of Laguna in whose center we pitched camp on a flowing brook after a jouimey
of 17 miles,

How entirely differsat the valley seemed to me from when I had seen
it before in the cloak of autumn and adorned wbth several wide bodies of
water/ The winter had taken the last green color along and the entire dis-
tric‘;, looked monotonous and desolate. The lakes were mostly dried up, the
water in the channels and brooks, the fields and the pastures, the scattered
settlements and the limestone plateasus, everything, everything had a yellow-

grey color and the wearisome monotony was only somewhat relieved by the

] (2%
J Covong  Atscrili o Mobthasary’s Otan | jou %6/
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distant mountain ranges and the gloomy slopes of liount Taylor. Bright and
early on lay 30 we reached the ?;eblo de la Laguna situsted on the left bank
of the San José. Indian dwellings and lMexican houses are gaily mixed and
although the Indians form the majority there, one sees a great deal in the
streets and the vicinity of the city which betrays the llexican element.I mean
the obnoxious filth of which the careasses of dogs and animals of all kinds,
dried by the air, are a part, an evil which I noticed in Indian Pueblos to a
lesser degree.

Since the train had stayed behind , Dr. lewberry and I decided to go
into some house ; in our selecti n we were guided by the plea%t outward
appearance o<f a farmstead which lay somewhat separated from the other
dwellings. We were fortunate in our choice for as we éntered we were welcomed
by an American and his wife,and it certainly affected us most ple.asantly
when we noticed that the house-wife got reasdy to prepare a frugal bresakfast
after she had dressed her 2 children in their Sunday clothes.

The man was a Baptist missionary and both he and his wife seemed to be a very
respectable couple. It is true, we did not find the extensive knowledge and
the educayion which normally is demended of the clergy and without which
the office of a Christian Shepherd is no lénger conceivable amidst a eiviliz-
ation progressing in every respect. The unctioms words and the devout lan-
guishing looks were also absent according to which the dignity and the talent
of the higher clergy is only too often determened. We were moved by the
child-like simpliecity and the simple but true piety which were expressed

in the words and ideas of the missionary. We talked mainly about the country
itself and I w#oald not have smiled at any price ‘when the missionary talked
about nis experiences gained duriyp; a period of four years, which he had care-

fully written Eown‘and intended to publish after his return to the United

I
Stateﬁ1uext year. One of his most important discoveries , which in the opinion
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of thés honest man , would call forth general amazement, was that the rock ;?/
on the slopes of lount Taylor had at one time been liquid,"It seems ineredible”

the missionary said,"that really masses of rock flowed through the country

1ike rivers and brooks , but I have explored those slopes for days; I have teste
the rock very carefully  and finally arrived at the point that I can advance

the assertion with a clear conscience that the mountain whose foundation reaches
into our valley was at one time in a red-hot liquid state. It will be ques-

tioned but I am armed against all doubt with experience laboriously gatherdd

and the convietion gained fwom them. " Thus spoke the missionary about the

geology of the region, but neither the doctor nor I smiled at his simplicity,

we also did not attempt to destroy the illusions of sMffy the man with a

lecture. I was Eg{.id o0 notice the tolerance of the missionary in religioms

matters because he informed ma us with a great deal of zeal that he shared

the only church in Laguna with a Catholic priest, that they alternated their
services, that he had mostly Indians in his congregation and that he instruct
ed their children. Our train had long since left the city and crossed the river
when we shook hands with the missionary and his little family in a cordial
farewell, All of them accompanied us to the door and when we sat in the saddle
the obliging man showed us a ford in the Saen Josd, a short-cut, by which we
reached the highway on which our companions had gone ahead.

In a gradual clikb we arrived at the palteau with the ruins of an old
Indian cit‘y. Our #@f# road was of solid, continuous rock and it took some
precaution to descend into the valley of the winding San Josd on the west side
of the plateau when the hoofs of our miles could nor get a foothold on the s
steep stony slope.

We caught up with the last stragglers near the place where I had camped
with Lieutenant Ives add a small detachment on Nov.ll and 12, 1853, in order
to await the srrival of Captain Whipple with the main expedition. Joining the
expedition we followed the rToad leading alons the foot of the southern
plateau, After a journey of six miles we reached the end of the heights
pictupesquely adorned with natural towers and walls and ~were on one of the

Y dehasiain s Driony | fo- 457
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