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June 10th, 1935

Prof. Robert Taft
The Unliversity of Kanses
Lawrence, Kanséas.

Dear FProf.Taft:

Herewith the inventory I de of my outfit
for a photographic trip over the Unlon Pacfic R.R in
1869. Its exceptional length is due to preperations
for printing and selling my work while away as well
making negatives for use at the Omaha gallery

8x10 and 4xB

Jamera

(stereo) do.
ide Angle and R.R.lemses
2 Pair Stereo. do. _
8x10 and 5x3 Flate Boxes 5 r Nitrate
Tripod - Iron Sulfate
Focuseing Cloth Carbonate of Soda

Bi- bonate do
lya of Pot'm
Sulphurett "

» printing only; but
1 both printing and

collodion before starting
the pyroxylin, iodides and
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I got the enclosed porirailt of Brady from a

friend of mine who was wel

1 a

quainted with the

sculptor Kelly who madd this sketch from life as

dated. It 1s said to be an ex

for that time.
the original to mej

James E. Kelly, 1855-1933.

i
few more
with no
If not convenlent to ¢
that 1s if you wi t

until my return, or m
meet with you in ithe

definite itine

Sincerely,

ellent portrait
ish , and return

ire to credit Kelly.

this print a nce,

haé better keep it

A

// ¥ aplittprt—
’ .’ =
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December 3

ibrarian,
Geological Survey,
B, 4,

:ﬂr'wv my =sbarv of uuerican photo-
1ttempting to secure

as 41115LrL mmber of ﬂhcto;raphs.
lire we e Jac ms me t original neg-
atives hauc by 7 him in th present 91107st0ne Hational
Park are in the possession of your Survey. He des-
cribes the first photograph he made in the Yellowstone
as follows: "The fﬁrst photograph I made in the
present limits of the Yellowstc ational Park was

either the general view from the top of "Lookout
Hill" or one of the so-called pulpits or terraced
basins at the foot of Jupiter Terrace, our first
camp being pitched at the foot of this basin,."

Is this ‘e“cr*nt'O' aunffieient to enable you
to locate these negatives without undue effort on
your part? If so, would it be pos le to obtain
prints from one or hoth negatives? I would, of
course, be willing to pay for them,

Any informatlion that you can gilve me will be
highly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

iobert Taft
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON

Since the receipt of your letter of January 24, I hawv
several occasions to look through his several portfolies of photogravhs
corresponding to the negatives here in the U, > gical Survey, by Jacksm.
I am sorry that I can not locate those that you desire, The
Jackeon nezatives in the Geological Survey are only a part of his total.
Furthermore, they have all been renumbered and relabeled so that the old

printed catalogs do not seem to be of much use for identification. Un~-

less you can zet from Mr. Jackson the actual present numbers of his negs-

tives on fil the Geological Survey, I am afraid I can net help you
very much in identifying the particular subjects you desire.
I never knew just how ny photozrephs Mr, Jackson took in the
but it must have been a great many, end a very great many more

the selection which ig on file in this office.

I regret

Guy Elliott Mitchell,
Librarian,
N
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W. H. JACKSON
HAM, 4 EAST 287H 8T

N YORK

March 13, 1936.

Dre+ Robert Taft

The University of Kansas
Department of Chemistry
Lawre e, Kansas.

Dear Dr. Taft:

Just received r about photographs of
the U. S. Geologic urvey and reply at once
p-25
214, 215/are novw represented by the
229-231, p.26, no survivors. FEhis
from the summlt of the terraces
not amount to much.
sqps of the 1871 photographs of : Lellowstone
geles. Ur. Albright has one such copy from which
1 one or two coples de f my own use.
are 8ingles, my mistake)

p. 60; 718 p.65. Mt. of the Holy Cross. The
Geolagical Survey hes only an 1lxl4 c8py of the
central part of 106- not very good. I may have
told you about my glving the Celorado Mountaln
Club my best orgiginal albumen print of 106.

I have no copy of it. B8Some one recently weanted
this plcture and I advised &cking the club to
permlt the plcture to be copielfor the person.

I don't kr whethe 18 done or not.

But the stereo.swen as a rds in my book, glves
the most impressive view and all I have left now
1s the print fr which that cut was made, both
the original negative (718) and good print from
it have disappeared. I am loaning you my copy
which I ask you to return when done with it

Glad to help you in any other way and glad to
hanp you zre nearing publlcatlon. Am very busy Just
now with i1llusirationsfor the National Park Service
Kuseums

i 7
/l /vgf_ly_ e T ~—

Sincerely,

o
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liarech 31,1936,

Dear Dr. Taft:

When I arril fashington lest
August, from my ip wl Boy Scout-
Fony Expreds rlders,I was entered on the
rolls of the National Park Service &as

al Asslstant at Large, Luseum
i asslgned a FWA jJob to prepare
a serles of 1llustirations, oil paintings,
water colors &c. for the museums in the
additions to the Interior Department now
under construction.

So far I have made four oil paint-
ings each 30xC0

e’ repersenting the
f the personnel of

g and Wheeler
ng. Also 2 serles of
about 10x15 to go with
the Geologieal Ve

tments bes

come for the
Park Service. Eecause of my perticular
erlences thse are all of the 1860-70

na

about the
recovery my 1 negatlves by the Detroit
Company. lkr. Li : 3 ho brought
them back Irom Ohic ed few says ago
and now they are t .1sposed of by the
eXecutors in any y that offers, may be
by auection, The Denver Public Library
bought a1l the reeord sample books a few
months ago. The Lenver Fost of the 22d
nad nearly a full page article describing
the collection with illustrations of me
o' the pictures.

fyer of the Denver Library will
bidder ior some of the r
the Yellowston
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ietional Park will be interested, as well
'ber of others who have been told
what may happen.

I think the record albums, proofls
from &ll the negatives, as oI more value
then the negatives themselves.

lr. Seabourn R. Livingstone, 409
Griswold Street, 1s exeeutor of the estate.
A

came &cro8s the name of Charles
Rabskoppf .a pholograr
Wheeler in 1869. Have j
apout him?

loc
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lire. Wis Le Jackson,
Hotel Latham,

28th at "ifth Ave,,
lew York, N. Y.

Dear lr, Jackson:
I received your reprint of the article on Thomas

loran. It was extremely interesti and I was glad to have it.
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending 1t.
¥ . g g

I am getting my illustrations ready for the pub-
lisher an’ have not yet been able to locate at the Zeolo-ical
Survey or elsewhere your photograph made on the Yellowstone
trip of 1£71, 1t seems to me that I saw one among your

s

graphs when 1 was in New York last spring snd wondered
could find end send it to me., It would be a loan, of cou
For atad identifying it I quote from one of your previ
létters, "The first photograph I -sde In the present lim
Yellowstone Park was elther the zerneral view from the top of
111 or one of the so=called pulpits or terrand basins
» oot of Jupiter Terresce, our first camp being pitched at
the foot of thls besin.” These were mumbered 214 snd 215 1
; of 1875 but I believe the present numbers are 585
I recall seelng it in your room the photograph whicl
wes the view from the top of Lookout Hill, If n
re avallable, d& you have a copy of the photosraph
‘n the Pioneer Photocravher, page 1107

Your help will again be most hilghly appreciated.
With kindest persenal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
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February 26, 1937,
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WILLIAM H. JACKSON
+ EAST 28TH STREET

NE YORK CITY

27,1939,
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WILLIAM H. JACKSON
4 EAST 28TH STREET

EAST 2BTH STHRER
NEW YORK CITY
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Mp, ile Jackaon
Hotel Latham
4 Fast 28th Street

New York City, New

W

Tacla
Jacize

Dear lr,

18 to deal
myselfl to
have accu
furthesr

I am writ
Sandferd

of course,
wonder 1if

both of ¢
dition,

you, by chna
what you 3
in my list inel
Erue Charles
Cross, Theodere LV
have been in corresopon
denry W, Elliott,
Iy Kensett, Alfred &,
Hacy, Willlard L,
#1illem B, Powe

Joseph H. Sharp

Yy Stanley, Wortl

know

Crate

I have
have selected &t

etealfl,

rederick Remington,
arles Schreyvogel,
1igton

n't put all the names

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

second book which

T am restricting

} 1860, I already
b and am seeking

es of thelr work.

uch artists personally,

nce witl

lexander i
lathews,

‘rank B

Peter lioran,

ihittredge an?

b

mew intiretely,
in your book., I
1* recollections of
worl on the expe-
e of Gifford that
mow where
had been in

da wan

N oy

some that
rou tell me
of the names
Az FPorest

Cary, Henry H,
o Doming (I

ffondy,
iam J. Hays, John
s W1lliam H,
‘ert Fhillips,
harlia Russel,
eno Shindler,
lexandesr Wyant.

John

‘own that I have, but
> whom I thought you most possibly might

heve come in cnntéﬁt wlth,
should be added to the 1ist?

Have yon Imown others that

llany thanks again for your help,

neerely yours,

flobert Taft.
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March: 30, 1959,

. Robert

niversit; Kansas,

Looking over your 1li
there are six D
iar from a more

number of "Appalachia" I
in the Yellowatone" }
ion of

en't seen it I 1 loan you my

of reprinte i they

1ink 1870 was
- =gt of Dr. Hayden.
s us much together an
1 coming.upon fin I cemed more 1terested in m
r than - : y

Split Rock Mt in the Corcoran
1

ection; There must be others
€ ! was a good campaigner
come from much 1V sleewt if not in the West.

recoll

Jiers I knew ali; 7 d that throu

iward, a 1li 1 ph € many tl

painter. As yol
Survey of 1870
r the reportis.

in Alaskan
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1ters for

en prettywell done
u haven't a copy
the past ten
he still paints, ter and o0il, with
oceasior e bronz$ More recently hehas illustrated
wife

only eslig} y inted Feter Moran:iand knmow
agide from z imel subie The
s innthe We £ 'E as i know, 3 dior '79
Yellowst«

but once d that was in Washingtor he
& large painting of the Yellos ibition in the
National Galleyy in t with 1 n s masterpiece, His

technigue s "sloppy

My acquan
1 did a lot of I :
from his negatives, later vieited h 1. hie 8 Fe Studio,
the last time two £ age \ lovely h behind adobe walls, f1
1 A very entertaining

Stanley,
are. to
rn workof

after 1890.

or of Harvey
fest.

now wnich, it seems,
on thinking about

er

I wrote about a thousand word review of GRAPHY for the
Mountain e t emillans'sugrestion but returned instanter

iHder ENalintois oon job c‘r‘c—vié‘uing." Uont know

Iried other f same result.

uarterly,

alseo

sAf and | mes out.

the Bxplorsrs

sion
with he tional wver g . ar" wWor for

the gravure secticn of one he W 1wton | s onSunday, thefir

5 9]
L& T Ay

lece /
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to have the

for a week
hen return

I am s v about the review for the

ooky ‘ountain News ai f that they

would use it, I w 06 the roe
view in the Ix

f you have an
paposz i ; rou

pictures will you send me a copy?
! re and let me lknow

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308635 ~ Page 112/375
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Jackson - Leigh

W. H. Jackson
4 East 28th St.

flichts. but often wished to make

coast to coaat,
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Mr. Robert Taft
The University of Kansae
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear

fitted up,three
for the use

was to
: Moran ,

Moran got into a sapr 1
soon found Ingersoll's 1ti -' un for my pho-
hy so we three soon 1 o our own ways, leaving
-acll's tp pleck up e 1 O r company as they gould.

ne about nine tent of the illustrations in
Crest of the re from I tographs, no matter

signed- I am, doran, C here zir directly on

here and

's work

t became
ioran
reproduction

out. the finest examp R
arry Fenn, also did some

[ :
tographs

lastyears,
circles

a trying
il

article "A Camera Mistorian"

lew York Times, April Tth.

i
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W, H. Jeckson
4 East 28th St.
New York,

Qctober 20, 1940,

Mr. Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Taft:

Since your letter of October lst about
The Frontier in Ficture, and its paintere, I have
let the time drag along expecting to meet somebody
in the Fall meetings of societiea, clubs *c that
remember personalities of the ] d of more than
fifty years ago. I met Horgan at a dinner recently.
Although & photo-engraver he was well acqu ted
with many of the artists of his periocd and his asso-
ciation with m goes back farther, L think, than of
any g perso I tried to dre im out, out owin
to ti stracti of the evening, prehaps ]
not get much. F s, a letter- he can
through the Herald bune- would be bett
Deming, 56 Gramercy Fark,
of the 30s and 90s in NewYork i m
give definite information about the ones men
Greham, Frenzeny, and Mulvany. And there is Lejaren
a Hiller, 332 West 28 3 hotographer of the 90s
ustua Poat, old time
artistwith studio at West 57th St. would pe werth
questicning. Thomas Moran, were he living,w ave
the best imowledge of the artists of his period thn
eny one I recall, but his daughter, Ruth 3. Moran, now
living atEasthampton, L. I. York, was his constant
companion through life and ably remembers many
of his associates and

could write to some of these partles,

-~
1

myself, that 1 am acguainted with, but 1 think it would
"
t

be better foryou to contact with them directly

This is not much but if I find other

sources of information about Graham, zeny and
Mulvany, 1 will let you know at once.

’/)/7}&%7

L

ren

Sincerely
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ALBUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY

A CO-OPERATIVE WORK BEING PUBLISHED BY CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

Editor in Chief S Associate Editor
JAMES TRUSLOW ADAMS p LAURA RETTING WHITE

Managing Editor Y/ Art Director
R. V. COLEMAN N Oy Ay ATKINSON DYMOCK

597 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

March 29, 1946

Dear Professor Taft;

Frenzeny and Tavernler, being Installment One of The Pictorial
Record of the 0ld West, arrived on my desk this morning - and shall go
into my brief case for a pleasant hour on the train this evening and
maybe another hour over the week end - and then into my permanent library.
I am very fond of studies of this sort.

Further, I gather that thers will be similar subsequent studies
of other picture makers of the 0ld West to the publication of which I
shall look forward. And if you do not put me on the mailing list, I shall
have to place a subscription through Miss McFarland, for I mst have them.
I am extremely grateful to you for letting me in on the ground floor.

And in return here is a top secret which we are doing our best
to publicize., We are going to get out & volums of William H. Jackson's
photogrephs and other pictures of the 01d West, similar in format to the
Brady but a little different in presentation. C. 8. Jackson, himself a
mere boy of seventy, is helping us to do the job and is ensconced at a
desk here in my office getting up Jackson photographs from all the various
places where they now are. If we are bright, which sometimes we approxi-
mate, we ought to make a grand book, and I'll tell you what I'll do =
feeling expansive at the moment = I v&i.ll prosent you with a copy provided
you present me witﬁ‘;‘%raft R B thanSastioh to make sure thet I do
not forget my good intentions. In return, of course, I probably would
expect you to review it in the Kansas City Star or something of that sort.
We publishers are always generous in making giftse

Professor Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

RVC s MM
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Mr. Vernon Kiniets
11552 Orangethorpe
Route 1, Box 130A
Fullerton, California

Dear Mr. Kinietz:

Many thanks for your kind letter of April
25th and for the addrssses of owners of negatives
of 3tanley paintings.

The story about the cache of Jackson negaw=
tives 1s a new one to me, Jackson himself never
told me about them and I doubt if there is any
oasis to the yarn. Jackson did tell me that the
Detroit Publishing Co. had a large number of his
collodian negatives of early days. I wrote this
firm, or more exactly its recelvers, and secured
& half-dozen or so of the neggtlvea. I belleve
the Ford Museum subsequently secured the remainder
of the negatives.

I would be gled to:keave the color print of
Plate I in your book, if you can spare it.

Sincerely,

Robert Taft
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