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PHONE,CALEDONIA S-8300 FIREPROOF

Homum, i::mmmﬁ

28 ™ ST. AT ST AVE.

New York Oct. 21,1933

Dr. Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Dr. Taft:

Regarding your slides for coloring:
They should be rather thin but net flat,
that is, no wveiling of the hlgh lights
due to over exposure- good for projlection
elther plain or colored.

It is my intention to have slides made
from my paintings for coloring as soon
as 1 get some present work off my hands
and, 1f you wish, can prepare some of them for yo
for you. I have negatives of all my pictures.

Reproductions of Russsll's pilctures
may tax my ability to acurately follow all
color detail and mey involve a little more
time for the work than in the cstimates I
pave glven you. The best way is to experiment.

I am sending Mr. Bingham my P. P.
Thanks very much for the clipping. The price
I have put on my small pzintings 1s $25. each

as, I think, I mentioned when showingthem

to you.
Sincerely,
rely ]%”/Lk?w%
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November 9, 1933

My, W, H. Jackson

Hotel Latham
Fifth Ave. and 28th S5t.
New York City

Dear lMr. Jackson:

I sent you yesterday some five lantern slides to examine
and color if you think they are of the proper density. The one
of 61d Faithful is considerably lighter than the others, and
Mr. Bingham thinks that it should be done over. Let us know
which type of printing will show up best. Of course, they
are from an amateur's negatives; so the final prints won't be
perfect. The wview dovwn the mountain road has faint outlines
of mountairns in the [ distance. I thousht they could probably
be brought out a little more distinetly in the coloring. Am
I right?

If the four positives are of approximatel
density, let us kuow, and I'll send the remair
as soon as they are made up.

the right
er on to you

Y
a

I wonder if you remember your irst experience with
gelatin dry plates--when and where, ete. If so, could you
write me a paragraph about it? Do yourrecall your first
experience with shutters?

Yours,
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ber 16, 1933

Myr. W. H. Jackson
4 East 38th ot.
New York City

Dear Mr. Jackson:

Your letter of the thi¥fteenth and the colored slides came
yesterday. I tried out the slides immediately and was quite pleased
with them. The colors look quite natural and are not violent in
tone as is usually the ocase with most colored slides I have seen.
Mr. Bingham is making up the remainder, about twenty-five, and they
will be along in a few days. The one of 0ld Faithful shows up
surprisingly well, snd are printing the remsinder somevhat less
dense. I agree with you that the highlights are a little dull, but
that is due to the negntives from which the slides were made. I
am a little at a loss to account for 1t, as I was using Verichrome
Tfilm. I am sure that they were not underexposed e usual fault
of amateurs, as I gave them several times the ex ire stated in
the Haynes guide. As you may recall f 1 our experiments which
vou saw here last summer, it is vi ' impossible to overexpose
Verichrome; s0 I do not believe that the aul iz overexposure.

More probably it is due to overdevelopment } , even if they
are not perfeet, they heve giver us ; T ple re in going over
them, and I am sure il l 4des will increase the pleasurs considerably.

Talking a t I hlights mekes me k of ¢ vestion I
have been wanting to ask L s om hime h he slipping
my mind. A good man: T« lodion n =+ : 1ed have
the sky blocked out with bk ythe which this 1is
not done give pri : ¢ i Cen you 11
reason for this? Vas it due to diffe; = in the lizht sensitivity
of the collodion film as comparedtto a ¢ "erenc the light sensi-
tivity of the collodion film compared to the melatin? I have
noticed, too, that many of these collodion ne tear evidence of
mercury intensification. Possibly the intensifier reduced the high
lights?

Thanks for the paragraphs conecerning your early mxperiences with
the czelatin dry plate. I should like a print from your self-portrait
some %time when it is convenient to have one made. rotably I could
use it in connection with my history.

Hincerely yours,

Robert Taft
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. H. Jackson
Hotel Latham
Fifth Ave. at 28th
New York City

I
M.

Dear Mr. Jackso:

Yesterday I mailed you some twenty-eight lantern slides
Tor coloring. 1Included in these you will find coples of
two maps. The principal highways are the points of particular
Interest in these maps, which might be marked in red, as are
the originals. In order to aid you, I am ineclosing the
maps. 1ill you return them when the slides are completed?
There are several of the slides which show the echildren
which show the children. I believe in sll of these the boy's
trousers are tan, and the shirt is light blue; the spots
on the girl's dress are green.

In one of your early letters to me you stated that Alex.

Gardner sccompanied the Indian Treaty Expedition of 1888. I
have combed 8ll the reports concerning the Treaty and Council
at Fort Laramie, but have found no reference to Cerdner's

name. Do you recall the source of your information? I

should appreciate receiving it if you do.
Vith kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely,

Robert Taft
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November 28, 1933

Mr. W. H. Jackson
Hotel Latham
Fifth Ave. at 28th
Hew York City

Dear lr. Jackson:

Yesterday I returned to you by insured narcel post your
disry of 1870. I have apologized several times for the delay
in returning it, and I must do so again. I have been very
dilatory in getting it back. I have appreciated the oppor-
tunity of examining it, however, and have found it of con-
siderable use. In several places vou mention that "the bath
gave out" before you were throuch with your work. I presume
that this refers to the silver nitrate bath, rather than the
developing or fixing bath, does it not? In the back of the
diary is a list of your equipment. I was able to meke out
all of these items save the description of the lenses, for
example, "1 1/5 willard lens," Vhat does the symbol
following the 1 refer to?

I am still acecumulating data on my history. Just now
I am engaged in going through the patent literature between
1840 and 1880 and have found a number of interestinz items
intthat apparently dry source.

Thank you again for the privilege of using the diary.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
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Dr. Robert
University of Kansas
Lawrence Kansas

Dear Dr. Taft:
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In one of your letters recently you mentloned
golng to some department in Washington,of Army records,
to look for Hines' stone photographs pf 1871.

Did you find them? I never seen ¢ int or any
kind of a reproduction,.g of his Yellowstone negatives

Since I began this letter
the 28th returning the 1870 dlary. Looking
there are other things than the reference
ard lenses you may not understand or be
line you mention stands for.l pair
\Tfor stereoscopic work) Lenses vicre

U size pf plate they were used
for- whole, 1 d gquarter, a survival of
daguerreotype and ambrotype terms.

ested myself in thi
and will ce an te ible copy of it
from my other occu ions. ihen, and 1if,
send it to you to check your own copy.
Herewlth a print from that first gel
plate employed in my Denver business in 1886,
trait of myself.

Sincerely,
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April 5, 1934.

Dr. Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, HKansas.

Dgar Dr. Taft:

The slide you wished
express rlder changing h
horse to another goes
satisfied with the ac
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Mr. W. H. Jrokson
4 Fast 28th &t.

New York Cilty
Dear

Your let of Apri y, card of the
lantern slide 3 1 ] ive
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with t n 3 m W ng « early perlod of
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have never
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3122 copy T your art
Denver R y Mountain HNes if you have

Yours sincerely,

Robert Tarft
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Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Jackson - Leigh

Your work has becn done go well,in thls section
of it that I have been priviledged to read, that
there 1s little criticism to make.

I have had the opinion heretofore,without data
to confirm it ,that both Hutton =nd Ivedexperimented
with the daguerreotype. The 508 was z transition

period of some years before the final adoption of
collodion . To explorers the daguerreotype h
advantages in llghter apparatus, fewer cl

for beginners more facllity in operation. n
other hand,the daguerreotype, itself,was of

use, serving only &8 a means for making other
plctures. Your reading he re careful

of the old reports and if you have found wet plate
chemicels mentioned that settles it.

I expect to spend some time this summer on the
Kansas end of the "Pony Route", but whether at the

beginning or end of eason is nofdetermined as yet.

I will let you know if I get in your neighbbrhood
&t any tilme.

: With kind remeberances for your little family
4 remain-

Sincerely yours

o 2C o £
i (*—"*c “He, QL@L'WL/_)
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