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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY
THE GITY AND GOUNTY OF DENVER
DENVER, COLORADO

MALCOLM GLENN WYER
LIBRARIAN

January 2, 1940

Dr. Robert Taft
Depertment of Chemistry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Taft:

I am afraid tha 5 3 to your requests sre somewhat slow
in getting started. have been shifting the collection all around
and we are also havging much of it recataloged which has been keeping
us in turmoil.

I know that very little of what I send you will be of any
use but one never knows what the little will be. The newspaper
materizl is indexed, not very satisfactorily, thru a W.P.A. project.
Wie also have a "labor of love" index made by a rather queer old lady
who tekes all the "nice" people but leaves out all the outlaws, much
to our sorrow. Since she was an artist she has caught many .items of
that sort in her very useful but decidedly unsystematic work. Thess
help out a rather general index which hes been made, also unsystemati-
cally, by the library. So we often like to gather the material
together and type it for our clipping file as it is so much more useful
in that way.

I hardly know what to say about sketches of early Denver.
There are a few drawing made by residents end most of them are drawn
from memory. AL few drawings, such as those in Richardson's book, can
be elmost anything from photographs to imagination. We have never
found any photographs which are like them but, without doubt, there
were photographs made i we do not have. £ picture of Denver in
the New York Illustrated News of Oct. 4, 1862 says it was & sketch
sent by a correspondent. We cannot find eny mention of H.C. Warren.

I am sending you the Mathewg matérial this time end I have
included a few duplicates of Jack Howland meterial. You may have
found sll you want about him but I cen send you our clipping book if
you need any more. There is & clipping from & Boston paper and one
from Zanesville, Ohio, and some newspaper copies of vuite a few of
his pictures.

I will send you the other pictures and probably will run
across a few more things some place.

We do not have A. D. Richardson's letters from Denver in
1860 and will certainly be very glad to have copies if you have
them. However we do feel that to have people write such books as
yours is all the return we need for the little help we may be able
to give.

Sincerely yours,
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was a Captain of Scoute in the Indian Ware.

In 1887, Howland returned from France to take part

in the Indian Peasce Commission. Five yeare were then spent in
Mexico, where he did much portrait work, and alsc some time in
Utah in this same type of painting. In the early part of 1880
he zgaim returned to France fo again study with Armand Dumaresq.
At this time he also renewed study in both England and Italy.
While in France he did much sketching with Edomard De Taille and
others.

In 1884, he returned to Colorado, and from that time on,
until his death in 1914, he resided in Denver, where he held a
prominent place in the cultural, ploneer and politlcal life of
the city., His high degree of training was skillfully used in the
interpretation of Western pubjects. He was commiseioned by the
State of Colorado, in conjunction with the Governor and the G. A,
R. Commander to erect & monument in honor of the Civil War soldlers,
and Csptain Howland, himeelf, designed the figure of the Cavelryman
‘hich tops the pedestal. This meonument as you know, pguarde the
west entrance of the Capitol Bullding.

Senator Gugpenheim was & great admirer of Captain Howland's
paintings, d two of them hang in hie office in New York. Howland
paintings afé oWned by the Denver Country Club, the Denver Club,
the Denve?® Athletic Club, the El Jebel lMoeque, the Colorado School
of Mines, the CGreeley Cormal School, and are aleo on dieplay in
meny private collections. His paintinge hang in both private and

public collections on two contimente. The family of Lord Randolph
Churchill of England was a purchaser of one of the Howland paintings.

Will you kindly bring this infcrnation to the members
of the Board, so that any misinformation conoerning this artist may
be corrected in the future.

Thanking you, I am

Yours very truly,

Signed: Kate Howland Charles
(Mrs. Alfred J. Charles

Copiea to State Historiczl Society
Mr. Charles T. Mahoney, Sons of Cclorado.
Territorisl Daughters of Cclorade.
Supervisor of Art, Denver Public Schools.
Vose Art Galleries, Boston, Mams.
Mr. Robert Taft, University of Kansas.
Wetropolitan Museum of Art, New York City
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2217 Elm Street,
Denver, Colorado.
June 1, 1941,

Dr., Robert Taft,
Department of Chemistry,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas.

My dear Dr. Taft:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter written by me to
the Trustees of the Denver Art Mussum.

I think it is self-explanatory in part. However, I
will add a word or two, since you are not a Colorado man. The
Denver Art Museum has on its staff many young persons, who are
rather ultra-modern in their art appreciations. I do not believe
that they have any but the vaguest knowledge about any of the
earlier Colorado artists, and I do not believe they feel the
need of being informed. I believe that this is easpeclally true
of Mr, Bartlett, recent Aoting Director, to whom I spoke personally
and indignantly about certain statements made by him. My conclueion
was that he placed 1ittle importance on any of our sarlier Colorado
men. He, himself, from what I have been told, is not an artist,
and the lectures that he gives both in the schools and at the Museum
are founded on meager catalogue information. Unfortunately, as
in the case of my father, there is no authentic compiled data on
his technical training. A Mr. Edgar C. McMechen, published a volume
some years ago, touchlng on earlier artists; but he never took the
trouble to contact either my sister or myself, who are Trustees of
the John D. Howland collection, and who hold the manuscript recorde-
letters, recommendations, passports, articles, etc -=. Any informa~
tion that young staff members or any other persons get from this
type of book would be absolutely nil where authenticity concerning
my father,-and doubtless most of the others- was desired.

Various persons who own the Howland paintings have been
incensed by erroneous information that has been made public and have
spoken to me about it, Naturally I am taking steps to quash this
type of misinformation concerning my father, and will take more
stringent steps if necessary. My father was too great an artist
to have small fry, who know nothing of art, casually or unwittingly
disoredit his training or his work.

I have not heard from you in a long time. I believe I
wrote you asking what else you desired, but have heard nothing.
Perhaps you have all the data you need,

With kind regarde, I am

Yours very truly,

Tt T i
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2317 Elm Street,
Denver 7, Colorado
May 16, 1946.

Mr, Robert Taft,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas.

My dear Mr. Taft:

Thenk you for the # 1 "Piotorial Record of the 0ld West",
containing the account and sketches of Frenzeny and Travernier.
I think that your points concerning the value of pictorisl records
are well taken, I am studying it carefully.

I am very sorry that much of my research work was not
completed when we were corresponding, as, had I realized your
chief interest I could have done sc much for you concerning Captain
Howlend's sketch record of the early west. For instance, you
mention Frenzeny in Salt Lake City in 1874. In 1871, amd probably
in 1873, according tc very old newspeper data, Captain Howland
was on a eketching tour through Utah. Small newspaper clippings
from Salt Lake City, dated July 3 and December (see bottom of
second clippring relating to another matter) copies encloeed, tie
up with the letter from Mr. C. Parsocns, Supt. of the Art Dept. of
Harper's Weekly, under date of Sept. 18, 1871 enclosed herewith;
especielly ae the next issue of Harper's would be Sept. 30th as
the 23rd issue would be practically off the press by the 18th.
This September 30th issue, which as stated, I take to be the next
issue in the mind of Mr. Parscns, has & double page entitled
"Sacrament in the Mormon Tabernzcle". This is page 912-513 and
the qritten account is page 914. On October 7th, page $39 there
is a sketch "Great Hawk and little Mormon." Description page 941
A scene in the far west. Although these sketches and desor iyt ions
are unsigned, all data, as well as the way the pictures and the
written acoount are handled point clearly to the fact that Howland
was both the artist and journalist in theese cases. He was con-
sidered a journaliet and belonged to various Prees Clubs. You
remember, he was artist correspondent for the Weekly with the
Shermen Peace Commission 1887-68, and the book by Henry M. Stanley
who was aleo a correspondent with thie Commission, states thie fact.
Of course, Captain Howland was also a member of tle Peace Commiesion
iteelf.

I have never been asble to find all the work he did for
either Harper's or Leslie's Weeklies as much of his work is un-
signed, but the newspapre records state that he was artist corres
pondent for both papere over & period of twelve years, I have
ruled out Frenzeny on the Sept. 30th iesue referred to in the above
paragreph, for although he has a country love scene in this ieme
it ie & peaceful eastern scene and before his trip west. A}so it
could not be Thomas Moran, becsuse he has a picture of Laurel
Hill Cemetery near Philadelphia in the Oct. 14th 1871 issue.

Aleo with emall exception, Davis, Moran, Nast, Frerzeny signed
their pictures. I am quite femiliser with my father's work as wal
a8 his way of saying things.
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My opinion is, that Captain Howland did not sign these
Utah pictures of which I have spoken, nor the written account of
same because of the fact that he was well favored by Brigham
Young. (0ld newspaper accounts say that he painted the portrait
of the eldest son of Erigham Young) He was emterteined by
Brigham Young and met meny of his wivee, and his work according
to the clippings enclosed herewith was receiving much flattering
attention in Salt Lake City. I have lived in Utah myself, and I
have heard, how rarely a stranger was ever received in their
midst. I have always thought that he wae sent to S&lt Lake to
find out what wae going on, for newepaper accounte say that he
was there in the"turbulent Mormon periodl’ I do not know whether
he was there later than 1873, A 1902 account of his paintings
states that he painted"Mount Nebo, and alec The 0ld Shingle Nill
which stood near Salt Lake City 40 years ago, and which made the
shingles for the Tabernacle." Since Howland wae in Salt Lake
to describe the situation, naturally he would do sc in spite of
the fact that hB&though he liked Brigham Woung, he did not favor
his methods. Naturally with this set-up, hie eignature would
not appear.

Tt ie hard to determine just what twelve year period
Captain Howland sketched for Harper's and Leslie's Weeklies.
The "Land of the Carbonates" sketch of Leadville in my possessin
ie under date of July 5, 1879, Frank Leslie’d We do not have
early copies in our library here, so, I caanot check. I also
have orignal sketches of a scene typding Sand Creek and one
representing two soldiers at Apache Canyon, in which battle He-
lend fought. As you know Captain Howland designed the Colo.
Pioneer badgeshowing the Prairie Schooner, etc. Also "The
Sleeper we came in" and the "Prospector", both used on the Program
of the First Pioneer Reunion in Denver at the Windsor Hotel,
Janvary 85, 188l. You aleo know he designed the figure for the
Civil War Monument that stande sbove the Capitol Steps fronting
the West, The figure and the accoutrements are authentic of hhe
Cicil War scldier.

You remember how vexed I was in a letter, copy of wiich
I sent you, protesting the ignoring and"brushing off methods” of
the Museum heads here where Uestern artiste are concerned. I
laugh now when I think of it, for although it still holds true,
these people are really not worth a person's thought or worry.
Mr, Bartlett, then acting head of ocur Art Gallery, now a headof
Fine Arfs in Colo. Springs, I have been told got his job through
a powerful old lady, Ann Evane; his sole claim to a knowledgeof
art being & trade journal writer or a clerk in & drug store.
The man who followed him had about the same background; I believe
he was the Drug Store clerk. One of these recent Directors of
our Art Museum is now the head of a San Diego Art Gallery.
The present head, Mr, Bach, graduated from Dartmouth, with a
thrge monthe travelling scholarship to, Parie (on his honeymoon).
He is an ultra-modernist of the lunaticVariety of art and has
apparently no use for realistic art. The Blue Boy, and Pinkie,
and Western Art are not art at all, if I understand him correctly.
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On the other hand, as balm to my soul, after such an
experience with poseurs, is the letter I received from Mr. Vos
of the Vos Art Galleries, Boston, who saye "There should be &
fine future for Howland paintings, for his work is excellent.
Also Frank Marsh of the Dutton people wrote me that Captain
Howland certainly deserves his niche in American Biography.
And more than that, I came across a catalogue of an exhibition
in the National Gallery of Washington 1869, at which time
two Howland paintinge were displayed, along with Corot, Inness
and others. With a very nice little comment, tco. One was
the Buffalo Hunt; the other an Indian Chief, - I forget his name.

I am gtill worging on the biography of my father, but
I fear it will be a long time before I have it ready for consid-
eration by a publisher.

If you come this way, I shall be pleased to have you
call. I am glad that your work is progressing so nicely. I
hope that this long letter has not worn you out completely.

Very sincerely,

(700 ) FroiAte Momdlad Chan b
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2217 Elm Street
Denver 7, Colorado
August 1, 1949

Mr. Robert Taft,
Profeesor of Chemistry
University of Kanseas
Lawrence, Kanseas

Dear Mr, Taft:

I will sppreciate it greatly if you can give
me some information on the specific years or numbers
of volumes in which my father Captain John D. Howland
made sketches. (Harper's and Leslie especially or
any other magazine you have run acrosa.)

I ¢nly have the early day sketches that he
made for Harper's 1867-78 at the time he was & secretary
and Chief Clerk of the Gndian Peace Commiesion. I also
have the sketch entitled Land of the Carbonates, Leslie's
about 1878. However, the eastern publishers with home
I am now negotiating have asked for more of early day
sketches by Howland, and I am at a lose to know what to
do about cbtaining mame. As you must know, I am very
anxious to satiefy the publishers and cbtain & contract
to complete my work, which in the past I could never
complete owing aricus stringent circumstances.

ince, vy 1ave heen kindly walting for me to

do somethin apte Howland and have not wished to

intrude on my work, I am wondering if you could pessibly
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a Library holding Harper's and Leslie's early files and
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Dear Mrs, Charles:

I have not m
Howland as 1 knew
way a:d most
hand., Two 1llusty
appear in Aur*po?":;

I doubt

I am glad
young Johm D. H
noticed the
meant many
i never got

o
T4
Ll

co

¢ aak hiam if he

August 4, 1949

notea on John D,

8 biography under
wve 1s second-

o

wland in Co
arill (1%
renge of
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LLDIAry

:h your 1
he ] ed, but
r 1likeable

Young John D. 18 &

fellow and a capabls student.
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CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS
{@)

PUEB LIS HE RS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK I7, N.Y.
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Wirriam RockuiL NersoN GALLERY OF ART
(The William Rockhill Nelson Trust)

ATtkmns MuseuM ofF FiNe Arts

Kansas Crry 2, MISSOURI

Cable Address: Neltrust

)ecember 2, 1950
] P

Robert Taft, Esd.
Department of Chenmlstry
The Universilty of Xansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Taft,

Vr. Gerdner, the Director, has been most nleased and excited
about the meterial that you have sent ue on John D. Howlend.
Tndeed we agree that there 1s ever reason to believe that our
painting was done by him, even though we have not seen any
canvases definitely by hie hand. Mr. Gardner has asked me
to express to you his gratitude for the enormous nelp you have
given us.

T hope that we may take the liberty of keening the material
for a while until we have had sufficlent time to go over 1t carefully
and make cooles of that which partlcularly pertains to our painting.

I am looking forward to having the opportunity of meeting
you, Mrs, Teggart ls particularly anxious to talk with you about
the early painters of the mld-west. She has done some research
on 19th century American painting, and in the process has become
acquainted with the early artlists who came out here on the varlous
expeditions. He hee been particularly interested in Bleretadt,
but alec le verv anxlous to quextion you about Joshua Shaw. I hope
that some time we will be able to talk with you about these
paintere.

You certainly have been a great help to us. It i1s impoeslble

to fully express our appreclation for your kindness. I hope that
we may some time be able to be of eervice to you.

Yourse sincerely
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WirLiam Rockxicr NevLsoN GALLERY oF ART
(The William Rockhill Nelson Trust)

ATtrins MuseuM ofF FINE ARrTs

Kansas Crty 2, MISSOURI
Cable Address: Neltrust

December 27, 1950

Robert Taft, Eeq.
Department of Chemigtry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Taft,

You have certainly been most kind and generous to the Gallery
in sendinz us the Howland material which I am returning herewlth.
I have copled all of it and have it now in our permanent files
with the painting. It is a great satisfactlon to us to have so
much material about the artist of our Buffalo Hunt, a subject which
should be of interest in Kansas Clty. We are turning some of
the material over to the Xansas City Star along with a photograph
in the hope that they may publish the palntling. Ve are planning
to feature the painting in January as our "Masterpiece of the
Month".

I expeclally wish to thank you for the many reprints you have
gsent from your articles on Western painters. It was through your
articles in the Xensas Historical Quarterly that I knew you could
be of help to us in solving the problem of the identity of the
artist of our pleture. I am very glad to have these reprints
avallable.

T most sincerely hope that you will come to the Gallery in
the near future and will let me know that you are here. It willl
be a great pleasure to meet you and to express to you in person
our gratitude for you asslestance.

Youre sincerely,

7

loss E. Taggart a
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