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A series of research correspondence from the Robert Taft collection relating to frontier artists. Robert Taft
(1894-1955) was a professor of chemistry and author on the subjects of photography and art. The artistsincluded
here are Sumner Dickerman, E. Didier, Maynard Dixon, William H. Dougal, William Herbert Dunton, John
Durkin, Thomas Eakins, Lawrence C. Earl, Thomas Martin Easterly, Seth Eastman, Elk Eber, Frederick von
Egloffstein, Henry A. Elkins, Henry W. Elliott, George H. Ellsbury, W. A. Emory, Henry F. Farny, Father
Nicholas Point, Harry Fenn, and Mary Hallock Foote.

Date: 1930-1955

Callnumber: Robert Taft Coll. #172, Box 21
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 308632
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“BLACKFEET HISTORIANS”

sass | S
Oil in color. 18" x 12¢
Signed in lower left corner, Maynard Dixon, Browning, Mont.
Sept. 1917, and with his Eagle device. Framed. Price $350.00

“HOPI KATCHINA MAKER”

“TAOS INDIAN”

Crayon 77 x 10” Crayon 117 x 15%"
Signed in lower right corner, Signed in lower left corner,
M.D. Taos, N. Mex. Sept. 1931. M.D. and with his Eagle device,
Price $100.00 Wolpi, Ariz. 1923,
Price $150.00
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AMERICAN ART RESEARCH COUNCIL
TEN WEST EIGHTH STREET, NEW YORK

JULIANA FORCE, Chairman
LLOYD OOODRICH, Director HERMON MORE, Assaciate Director

November 18, 1943

Dr. Robert Teft
University of Kanses
Lewrence, Kanssas

Dear Dr. Teft:

The sketch, "Cowboy Riding"™ by Thomes
Fekins mentioned in your letter of October 29th shows &
cowboy riding s horse &t & gellop or & quick trot. There
are several other plctures by Fakins that show horses in
motion. The most important is "The Falrmen Rogers Four-
in-Hend" reproduced in my book, P1.20. Following this
item in my catslogue you will find other sketches for the

picture which include moving horses; and there are slso
four smell wax figures of horses in motion, No.503 in my
catelogue. You might be able to get photographs of some of
these from the Babcock Galleries, 38 East 57th Street, New
York City, who ere egents for the Eskins estate.

If I can be of any further assistence to you
plesse let me know.

I em interested to heer that you are doing e
biography of Remington. Are you plenning to include & cate-
logue of his work? If so, could you tell me something asbout
how extensive the catelogue will be? My reeson for incguiring
is that the American Art Research Council is making an informal
survey of writers who are conducting research in the Americean
field.

I am enclosing 8 booklet on the Council which
will tell you something about our work.

Sincerely yours,

kKa¥Aghw&mi

Director
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Charles E. Goodspeed, Cables: Speednvell, Boston

Telephome: LAFayerte so7o
7

Goodspeed’s Book Shop
{INCORPORATED)
N 7 ASHEURTON PLAcE
(OLD SOUTH BRANCH AT N° a2 MILK STREET)

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

1934,

Oy

mericana, M. J. Walsh; Art Pooks and Autographs, G. T. Banks; First Editions, . T. Goodipeeds
tanderd Literature, (Old South Branch), F. H, Valentine; Twe Month, N. L
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Mr. David I. Bushnell, Jr,
The Ves tchester
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bushnell:
Thank you for your kind letter of the twenty-eighth and
for the information that 1t contained. ince writing vou I
have cbtained a copy of "The Iris, An Illuminated fouvenir,”
published in 52 ich containe a number of colored repro-
ductions of Cn man's paintings. 'They are not partie-
ularly well done and iot begin to compare with Smillie's
beautiful engravings of % I s vork whioch appeared in the
numerous Lchooleralt vol 3 I shall b lad to have
copy of the ™Squa L&) 3all on t}
you for your court 1 sending it.

Thank you, too, Tor your suggestion econcernir
have ready had & voluminous corre

son over eriod of several years and
of entertaining him in my hor
been an extremely valushl:«

ho tography.

ave iInformation
Grardner, ¢ minen tographer in Vashir
50's and 70 I > been tryving to obtai
neterial from t so Tfar without much
Library of Congress was able to give me & 1it
but not a
or less accid tal if you did possess any i ation about
him. If you nee to have formation ahout oth early
ashington photographers, I shoulé appreeiste iving :’lt.
’Lumbe, "hitehurst and Brady (I e considerable information
about Prady through the llandy Studio) are of pa cular
interest in this connection.

a ’ in for me
great deal. Of course, I realize it would be more

Thenk you sgain for your help. I appreaiate

Sineerely yours
o o ’

Robert Taft
Assoc. Professor of Chemistry
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

WASHINGTON, D, C.
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PAUL ADAMS, M. A. |

MEMBER
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS

Dr. Robert Taft

REAL ESTATE APPRAISER

REALTOR

SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS
February ¥, 1948

Department of Cﬁemiutry,
University of Kansas,

Lawrence, Kansase.

Dear Dr. Taft:

I am doing some research work on Seth
Eastman, a painter, with whose work, I understand from
Bernard DeVoto, you are well acquainted.

In 1846 Zastman visited Texas as Com-
mander of Company D, First Infantryﬁ on what was

evidently an engineering expedition,

uring his sojourn

in Texas of a year or longer, he made many pencll sketches

of Texas scenes,

Through my agency, a San Antonian has

come into possession of this sketch book.

What I need to know is some detailed in—
formation about Captain Eastman's visit here., I should
like to find, if possible, an official report of the
expedition. There must be one available somewhere. I
shall greatly appreciate any and all information you can
give me as to sources of material concerning Eastman
especially anything bearing on his Texas visit of 1846.

Sincerely yours

7
L S

Paul Adams.

P. 0. Box 2448
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March 2, 1948

Mr, Paul Adams
P. 0. Box 2448
San antonio, Texas

Dear Mr. Adama:

I have delayed answering your letter of Pebruary 7
in the hope that I could get some time to examine my notes
and socurces with respect to the questions ralsed in your
letter concerning Capt. Seth Eastmen. I have not been
able to make & very extenalve search but I can give you
some suggestions. In the [irst place, are you sure of
your date, 18467 The most extensive account of Eastman
in print at present is that of D. I. Bushnell of the
Smithsonjan Institution and published in 1832, Bushnell
states "With the exception of a short period during the
year 1846 when he was 'en recruiting service!, Capt. Eastman

was stationed at Fort Snelling with his regiment from 1841
to the autumn of 1848 when he went to Texas."

If you are sure of 1846 as the date of Eastman's visit
to Texas, I would conault the Secretary of War's reports
for 1846 and, in addition, the various reports of explops -
tions &s listed in the bibliography of A. R, Hasse (1899)
which your public liorary should be able to furnish you.

I wish I were able to furnish you with more positive
information but trust that the above suggestions will be
of value, I should very much 1ike %o have a copy of your
article when it is published.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
RT:wac
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PauL ADaMS, M. AL |

REAL ESTATE APPRAISER

mEnnER EALTO

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF

REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

March 13, 1948

your reply of

f Eastman's visit to Texas
I shall undertake to rum

ou for the four copies of
The Pictorial R of t! 1d West. Th are ex=
tremely interesting @ € ition to
v collection of Westernm Americ . My special field
of collecting is Texana, and if I can ever be of any
service to you in this field, please let me/know.

Sincerely yours, //

7(/’?{.\' g( ( ;;/ 7 ST

Paul Adams
F.0. Box 2448
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PEABODY MUSEUM
OF
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A.

9 February, 1949,

Professor Robert Taft,

The Kansas Academy of Sclence,
Universlity of Kaneas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Professor Taft:

We are very heppy to enclose a list of Mr, Eastman'sg
sketches and paintings which we have in the Museum,

Beyond that, unfortunately, we are not able to help you,
We have no manuscript material of or by Eastman and we have

no photographs of the pictures.

Very truly yours,

-~ élﬁt&f“‘

J,0, Brew, Director.
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