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A series of research correspondence from the Robert Taft collection relating to frontier artists. Robert Taft
(1894-1955) was a professor of chemistry and author on the subjects of photography and art. The artistsincluded
here are George Catlin, Henry Caylor, Carl Christian Anton Christensen, Samuel Colman, Vincent Colyer,
George Victor Cooper, Eanger Irving Couse, H. F. Cox, Charles Craig, Henry H. Cross, Edwin A. Curley, Frank
H. Cushing, Felix Octavius Carr Darley, Theodore R. Davis, Charles Deas, and Edwin W. Deming.

Date: 1930-1955
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JHURGH OF JESUS GHRIST 0F LATTER DAY SAINTS
OFFICE OF THE CHURCH HISTORIAN
A7 E. SOUTH TEMPLE STREET

SaLT LAKE Grry,Uran

4 197269
14, 1Yoz

ibrarian.
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LIFE SEETCH OF

CARL CHRISTIAN ANTHON CHRISTENSEN

Carl Christisn Anthon Christensen was born 28 November 1831 in
Copenhagen, Denmark, the son of Mads Christensen and Dorthea Christiana
Christensen (maiden name), also natives of Denmark. He was the oldest of four
sSOnNs.

> was privileged to ettend a boarding school for four years, and
early showed a remarkable ability in drawing and writing. Some ladies of rank
visiting the sehool noticed his work and through their influence he was per—
mitted to study in the King's Royal Academy of Arts. He remained in this
sehool six or seven winters and therein became associated with the renowmed
artists and their works. I ting this eourse, he began to study under
Carl Rosent, a noted ist. He should have rems:ined with him five years
but before the term v p L ined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, being bapti 26 Sept. 1850, en this became mown he was ostra-
e¢lsed by his friends s 3 1te a it seemed that his ambition to
become a great artist we .

After joinlng the Latter-day Saints, he labored as a missionary
for that Church in Denmark and lNorway until April 1857 when he emigrated %o
Uteh with his Norweigian sweetheart, Eliza Rosalia Harby, whom he married in
Liverpool, England before boarding the ship "Westmoreland". The vessel

set sail 25 Apr. 1857 and after five weeks reached Philadelphla, Pa., June 23, 1867.

By train they traveled to Iowa City, then the ern torminus of the
Railrosd. Here they bought handearts and p witl ich to complete
thelr journey aeross the plains to Ut Th ) of emigrants consisted
of 544 persons and had 68 handearts, 3 wagons, 10 rmles, and one cow (which
did not long survive the journey), They left Florence, Nebraska, 3 July 1867.
After sufferinz the most extreme hardships, the company entered Salt Lake Valley
13 Sept, (Sunday) . One out of every ten of the Company died on the Journey,
and one baby waa born,after which a gr ve was made on the plains for mother
and baby.

C. C. 4, Christensen and wife settled first in Fairfield, Cedar
Valley, and there in February their first ehild, a girl, was born.' Later
they moved to Mount Pleasant, Sanpete County, Utah. He worked at whatever
he ecould find to do and for several winters worked as scene painter in the
Salt Lake Theatre.

Mr, Christensen returned to Demmark 20 August 1865 as a missionary
and after returning home, two years and eight months later, moved to Ephraim,
Utah. In 1887 he was called again to his native country to lator as a
missionary when his son lliels Erastus died 13 July 1888, he felt that he was
needed nt home end he left his native land the lat time 17 October 1889.

He did considerable scene painting in the L. D, S, Temples in
Manti, 5t. George, and Logan, Utah In 1890 he traveled through Utah and Idaho
exhibiting the Mormon Panorama, @ story of the early days of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 3aints, h he had painted. This Panorama con-

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308631 ~ Page 98/432
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Catlin - Deming

sisted of 22 paintings, each picture 8 feet by 10 feet, covering 3,000 feet
of eanvas., At the present time (1940) the paintings are in the possesaion of
a grandson, Adolph C. Olsen, 1445 South State, Salt L City, Utah.

Several of intings were bought by the family of George Q. Cannon.
thers are kept by mem h family and descendants.
writer of prose and poetry he is known among the Seandinavians,
and abroad, havi econtributed his poems, songs and articles to
Scandinavian ) hers. The last
: in the L. Y, 5. Church Historian's 8ffice,
nd Chureh records into Inglish.

He married Maren Freddrikke Pedesen, his 24 wife, 30 Nov. 1869, in
Salt Lake City.

The children with his first wife, Eliza Rosalia Harby were: Eliza
les Jol Frederick William, Niels Erastus, Andrea Dorothea,

3 second wife were: ! r Ann, Julis Elesnore,
hn Carlos, George Parley Brigham, Joseph

" T4 ¥
n, Utah.

Mrs. Mary A. Welling,
A, Christensen. Compiled by Reva
. 1940,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/308631 ~ Page 99/432
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Robert Taft correspondencerelated to frontier artists, Catlin - Deming

SAMUEL COLMAN N. A. (1832-1920)

Samuel Colman was born in rortlend, Maine. His early life was an
unusually cultured one, since his father's publishing business
and bookstope in New York was a centre of artistlc and literary
thought. He was a pupil of Asher B. Durand and in 1860-62 sttdied
in Spain and France. In 1870 he made a prolonged trek through the
far west, painting some of his most notable canvases while visit-
ing the Dakotas, Wyoming, Colorado and the territories. He again
went abroad in 1871 and remained four years working in Switzer-
land, North Africa, Italy, Spain, France and Germany, returning
to New York in 1876. He became an Associate of the National Aca-
demy in 1854 and a full member in 1862; was a founder of the Am-
erican Water Colour Society and its first President 1866-71 and
an original member of the Society of American Artists, 1878.

In 1850, at the age of eighteen, he began exhiblting at the Nat=
ional Academy. "Emigrant Train Crossing Medicine Bow Creek, Rocky
Mountains" and"Twilight on the Western Flains" were exhibited at
the Academy in 1870 and the former loaned to the French Govern-
ment by the owner, Louis C. Tiffany, for the Paris exposition in
1a878.

Beside the above his most notable western paintings are: "The
Spanish Peaks, Colorado" at the Metropolitan Museum, New York;
the Ships of the Western Plains" at the Union League Cliub, New
York; “The Valley in Mexico" in the Thomas B. Clarke Collection,
New York. He is also represented at the Chicago Art Institute;
Rhode Island School of Design, Providence and the New York Public
Librarye.

Along with other National Academiclans such as George Inness,
Winslow Homer, Charles rarsons and Samael Johnson, Colmans work
was reproduced by Currier & Ives.
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DATA FOR AMERICAN ART DIRECTORY, 1912

215 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.

For this, ils seventh issue, the Directory is to be completely revised.  Please give the facls
aboat yourself, as indicated below, as fully as possible.  The entries are confined fo members of recog-
nised ant socielies and confributors fo their exhibitions. These sheets awill be placed on file in the
! ‘beary of the Metropolitan Museum of Arl and aill thus form an avtographic blography of American
art.  Please wrife distinctly and refurn prompily.

Janoary 8, 1912, FLORENCE N. LEVY, Edifor.

Name in fall
Stadio address

i d Q.“‘h{:u{ ﬁcmi ”:‘.f

Home address
Sommer address

Profession—please cross’ off branch not pursued : PAINTING SEUEPFURE - HEUSTRATION
). 7/
Place of birth Eeecl il - “LL

LS
Month, day and vyear of birth ”’M" 4— / 5 Zn

f 3
Pupil of A3 ais 5. g}—wn_u.--‘,(_
Member of the follcwing socielies : la !:"‘ A teacle “’“} ¥ ‘\‘fn-'.»r}q...

r'l|:1i)-. “:5' {b"‘ L—LLL (' 2 Wy S [1 3 blysremde g
e Qs L
Awards received Aalismof il

*Importani <works : TITLE LOCATION
by ;=3 Lk;‘e«,.( P el e il..,,..w fovome b

‘H{LM»{M&\ e e e tw*mp.xaf,&.)
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LINDLEY EBERSTADT CHARLES EBERSTADT

Faward Lherstadt & Sons
Specialists in Old and Race Books Relating lo the (Faz West

55 WEST 42nd STREET _
888 MADISON AVE. (AT 72nd ST)

NEw YORIYY QRK vork

September 29, 1952

Dr. Robert Taft
Department of “hemistry
The University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Taft:

Many thanks for yours of the 21st, and for your kindness in send-
ing on to us the Mamy, 1946 issue of the Kansas Historical CQuarterly
and for returning the description of the Kane Paintings. The price on
this last collection was astronomical, but not quite so high as you
suggest by half, for Mr. Kane was asking $250,000 for the entire col-
lection and I believe would take a great deal less.

Thank you for making note in the new book of our Stanley paint-
ings. We still have the nine of them, but if we succeed in placing
them before your book appears, I will, of course, be in touch with
you, not only so that the correct location can be made, but also in
remembrance of your kindness in mentioning them to us. Incidentally,
I made an effort to secure the remaining five paintings, but Mrs.
Acheson said that she has already given four of them to members of
her family and only has one left, which she wishes to keep.

It is something of a disappointment to know that you are only
getting in a paragraph on the Colyer Collection in your forthcoming
book. It seemed to me that, considering the biographical and other
material that you already had on Colyer and considering further, his
importance as a western artist in the period you are covering, that
he should rate a much more extensive write-up than this. I would
think this even on the strength along,of the five prints that you se-
lected and we have sent to you, but beyond these, his work is extens-
ive and valuable and would seem to merit adeguate attention and treat-
ment. You say you will probably write for more information later and
perhaps you do have in mind to go into Colyer more extensively.
Needless to say, we will be happy to cooperate on this score and in
any other we can be of assistance.

We have been in touch with Mr. Hays, and, although he does not
seem to be desirous of selling his sketches, we yet hope that some-
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thing may come of it. I read your article on Hays with much inter-

est and think it admirably done. I notice in it that you dwell briefly
on Catlin and Bodmer and you may be interested to know that a number

of the latter artist's colored sketches are in the possession of
Maximilian's heirs at the Castle zu Wied, and with reference to Cat-
1in, I am wondering if you had a chance to see our collection of orig-
inal sketches and paintings numbering some 600 subjects on more than
several hundred shects and canvases. This collection Catlin brought
together in the hope of producing a magnum opus on the order of Audubon's
prints. It was to be entit dﬂg§3 NORTH AMERICANS, and we have not
only the art collection, butydriginal manuseript in Catlin's hand, and
his maps, all of which were to be put into the publication. He died,
however, before it could be published and thus our collection is the
only record of the work. In the copy of the Quarter1¥,that you sent
me, were some manuscript corrections and changes and am wondering

if you want me to return it. I am putting it in a safe place, and if
you want it back, please let me know and I will send it right on out

to you. I noticed in reading the article that you have in your pos—
session, one of the sketches, namely that of Ft. Union, and if you are
willing to sell it, I wonder if you would let us have a brief descrip-
tion of it and tell us how much you want for 1t.

Looking forward to the pleasure of hearing from you and with
kindest regards, 1 am

Very sincerely yours,

_ET
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KENSETT LODGE

DARIEN, CONNEGTICUT

o
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GN.CODPEM DEL O BTONE BYJ. CAMENGM

TEAMSTERS BREAKFASTING.

on the road te the Mincs
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Sincerely yours
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E CALLOF THEFLUTE,” by E. Irv-
ing Couse, an idyl of Indian life, is the
subject of one of the intaglio-gravure
pictures illustrating “Painters of Wes-

tern Life.”

E. IRVING COUSE
Monograph Number Four in The Mentor Reading Course

CATTERED here and there through-
out the Southwest in unfroquented

fields nor fixed abode of any kind. These
peaceful, home-loving people lived in
great houses which they occupied in
common—terraced pyramids of sun.
dried bricks—and which were both for-
tress and dwelling.

It is among this interesting tribe of
Indians that E. Irving Couse has spent
much of his life. He is not & native of
the Far West. He was born at Saginaw,

kh-w«ﬂmtmu.m-m
to New York for art study in the Na-
tional Academy of Design. From there
he went to Paris, and took a course in
art in the Julian Academy and the School
of Pine Arts, where his masters were the

studio in New York City, where he soon
made himsclf known. In the years from
1900 to 1902 he was electe to the Ameri-
can Water Color Society. the New York
Water Color Club, and the National
Academy of Design.

About this time Mr. Couse’s interest

among the Pueblos of Tacs

fasanation
(tah'-ose)
Tacs is the ourthernmost of the Pach-

los, and consequently became the “buffer
state™ between the fierce Apaches and
the no less warlike plains tribes.  War-
rior bands from either side, returning
from a raid into the other's country, were
sure to fall upon the inoffensive Pucblos
of Tacs, either to remove the sting of
defeat or to increase the glory of victory.
As a result the Indians of Tacs became
the most warlike of the Pueblo tribes,
‘and when the Mokis (mo'-ki) of

Arizona, lmg the coming of the

ient protection against
Navajos (nav’-a-ho) and Apaches, it was
to Taos they sent for aid. Taos planted
a colony on & mesa top near them and
called it Tewa (tay’.wah). This colony
exists today, and speaks the Taos lan-
guage, not that of its Moki neighbors,

But for all that the barbaric it of
the happy worker in the cornficlds,
evening the low flute note of the love call
springs more easily to his lips than the
harsh war cry; for the Taos Indian's
heart is in his fields and his home tucked
away in & canyon of the Sangre de
Christo (sahn’-gray day kris-to) Moun-
tains not far from the Rio Grande in
northern New Mexico.

Mr. Couse has followed the Indians in
their hunts through the mountains they
loved 30 well.  He has listened to the call
of the flute in some mountain glade or
the player's prayer 1o the god of the
walers beside some rushing stream. He
has learned the Pueblos’ ways of thought
and action, and has recorded much of it
on canvas. Living in such close touch
with the Pucblos, gaining and hoiding
their faith and confidence, watching with
deep understanding the growth of his
models from boyhood to manhood, he
has come as clase to the sparit of the
Indian as white man ever can.

FPREPARED BY THE EDITORIAL STAFF OF THE MENTOR ASSOCIATION

ASTRATION FOR THE

VoL 3 %a 8.

COPVRIGHT. 1915 BY THE MESTOR ASSOC
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