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ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

HSTORY SROUP BIYS
ARTT CATLIN 1SS

Director Calls Indian Paint-
er’'s Letters ‘Rare as
Hen's Teeth.”

Rare letters of George Catlin
and a manuscript on American
Indian medical lore by the nine-
teenth century palnter and stu-
dent of Indian life, are included

nt new acquisition of

aa
ters are “rare as hr- s e
that the society’s augmented

tion is unusual ameng those of
libraries and museums.

Most unusual item in the collec-
tion, acquired by Van Ravens
from Bradford Wickes of Wasl
ington, D.C,, a great-grandson of
Catlin, is the medical manuseri
titled “A Cure for Influenza."

per, which was ni
puhh...‘ned describes Indian treat-
ment for the sease as Catlin
observed it in hi ars of living
with tribes tollmlmg 18382,

Six letters in the group are in
Catlin’s hand, and six are by his
wife. They were written to the
Catlins' families from the various
European countries the artist and
his wife visited from 1840 to 1870
in a vain effort to gain support
for their campaign in behalf of
the Indians.

One of his letters tells of a re-
ception by Queen Victoria, and

1 showing for

Catlin’s paintings of Indian
who was born

Pa., in 1786, died

on Catlin’
g the life
ed

e artist, Van Ravens
“His margmnl notes

clety also ©

ters to friends and books
(-n fur trading days containing
references to his work, The new
papers will be shown at the so-

quarters in Jefferson Me-

e , Forest Park, in a show of
recent acquisitioxs beginning next
Feb, 1.
Van Ravenswaay said negotia-
tions for the purchase began last
month when he attended a meet-
ing of the National Council for

Sites and Buildings

rton, and was introd
g r s in a bookshop,
amount of thes purch
vided from the Bid
Manuscript Fund e:tahhshu} by
the late W. K.
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tracting Co. The latter firm
w is excavating the 17-acre site
midtown Manhattan along the
5t river, %
Builders #estimated that the
retariat building will be ready
occupancy by late summer or
1 of 1850

00 CASH
For Your Old

§ SINGER SEWING MACHINE
Round Bobbin Drop Head

g-Shuttle Singer Drop Heads

Ratary §5_for Wheeler Wilion
singer Bax  $1 Extra 11 You Bring In
ea

for Express at Our Expense, HEAD ONLY.
ACTORY MACHINES AND EQUIPMENT.

MACHINE CO.

RO. 7910 5031 JAMIESON

Double Mirror, with Hat s
ompartment and  spacious oli
anging space.  § g5 Ene

[Sturdy conmstruc- 4
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ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

A Painter's Dramatic Life

Distinguished Biography of the American Artist George Catlin

PURSUIT OF THE HORIZON, A Life
of George Cotlin. By Loyd Ha-
berly. [MacMillan, 237 pgs., $5.)

NY reviewer is reluctant to

Ausc the word ‘distinguished’”

in deseribing a book, but Mr.

Haberly's biography of George
Catlin, fills that description,
Written with an ease and skill
which is very good to read, un-
hampered by the irritating, um-
important details so beloved by
less able biographers, the story
moves swiftly along, dramatie,
warmly human, and at times
amusing and pathetic.

The combination of Mr, Haber-
Iy and his subject seems par-
ticularly fitting. The author is
a versatile genius, a poet among

many other things and a crafts- :

man of distinction wH& has re-
spect and understanding for the
craftsmanship of others.

George Catlin, a nineteenth
century American artist, devoted
his life to preserving the appear-
ance and the customs of the
American Indians as he saw
them before they had been brok-
en in spirit, and barried into the
DP camps of the nation's west-
ward expansion years. But even
more than artistically recording
a rapidly disappearing race, Cat-
lin devoted his life to presenting
their case to a disinterested and

unsympatheiic world. Through *

exhibitions of his paintings,
through lectures, and through
his many faseinating books, he
told over and over again “the
other side” of the Indian story;
the tragic story of a primitive
people ‘being: destroyed by civil-
ization.

« 4

OR a man of less character,
F such an unequal struggle

would be stark tragedy. So,
in a semse it was with Catlin,
but somehow his determination,
his belief in the need for what
he was doing, gives his life an
heroic east. Born in Wilkes-
Barre in 1796—where “‘the end-
less mountains leaned to the
west, wolves howled in the for-
est moonlight, and the Susque.
hanna was the only road,” his
earliest recollections were those
of the frontier. He became an
artist almost by accident, and
was largely self-taught, as were
many of his able contempo-
raries, Rather than submit to
the. economic necessity of sup-
porting himself by painting por-
traits, he chose instead, from the
beginning of his career, to record
the native Indians. He married,
but his wife and children were
incidental to the driving obses-
sikn of his life. He came Wes
St, Louis knew him well at va-
rious times, and he extended his

Indian painting by Geerge Catlin a

search for subject matter along
the upper Mis ippi and into
the wide reaches of the Western
plaihs.

Returning to the East with his
paintings and notes, he began his
campaign to interest the Govern-
ment in the cause of his Indian
friends. =Exhibitions, lectures,
pleading with political leaders,
and all the rest, followed, Then
he took his collection to Eng-
land where he met with initial
interest, and then heartbreak. In
Paris he again struzgled against
poverty and waning public in-
terest. Year followed year, and
the saging artist became almost
a self-imposed exile, hoping

t the Mercantile Library, St. Louis.

reliable. Few have had an op-
portunity to see his work, for
the museums which own most of
it have it stored in inaccessible
atties and basements, “Perhaps,”
Mr. Haberly says, “if we had
paid him vast sums for his pic-
tures we would praigse them and
show them on the ground floors
of our galleries. But he does
not need our praise. Indians of
a hundred lost tribes praise him
from the shadows for preserving
the only living likeness of what
they were.

CHARLES VAN RAVENSWAAY,

against hope to gain the funds |

Finally he went to &
ica where he wandered through
the jungles, unconscious of per-
sonal danger, recording there
the natives as he had previously
done in North America. Old and
broken, he returned to the
United States where, in 1872, he
died penniless
S e o
ONG diseredited by his jeal-
ous contemporaries, it is rec-
today that Catlin's
s and his writings
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Raphael Lemkin
an American and Yale
ughed At When He

11in 1933, but Refused
s of His Struggle.

D L. STOKES 5
ent of the Post-Dispatch, g

WASHINGTON, Dec, 18,
ury of atomie fission, Dr. Raphael
of Yale University, has at last
ar crusade of poverty, ill health,
go {(Dec. 9), in Paris, the General
nanimously adopted a Wworld-wide
ious or political mass murder.
ption and coined what is now the
pocide,” which be created from
“race-killing.”

genocide. The second broached a

scheme without precedent, that of
| trying the horde of Nazi offend-
ers, not as millions of individuals,
but en masse. Lemkin had hit
upon the short-cut of arraigning
“criminal organizations,” united in
guilt by a “common plan,” or con-
spiracy. He accompanied Jacksan
to London for a conference of
four months at which the indict-
Z ment was
framed for the
pioneer interna-
tional  military

tribunal.
. Both of Lem-
. kin's ideas ap-
peared in the in=
. dictment, Prose-
cution of ecrim-

nal organiza-|

tions was made
a ceniral fea-
ture. A genocide
i clause was in-
serted over
doubts of the
¢ British, who ob-
jected that the
M word was not to
be found in the
8 Oxford Diction-
ary.
Returning * to
America, Lem-
kin watched the
: . ¢ long, slow length
; * of the trial from
LEMKIN an observation

post in the War]

Degpartment. Growing more and
{more uneasy, he traveled to

{and was graduated from high

| | depression and return to work in
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’ Minnesota's Humphrey New Lib

| Continued From FPage One,
toward the end of the campaign
ai 8t. Paul, which is related to
Humphrey's Minneapolis by =

| river mamed Mississippl. Corre-

spondents traveling with President |
| Truman noted that he made a bet-
| ter than ordinary address at St
Paul that night, but they wenl
away talking about the young
firebrand named Humphrey who
had preceded the President on the
show,

“It's unfair to ask anybody to
follow that fellow,” was the con-
Sensus.

A Flood of Information. |

Irterviewing Huberfy Horatio
Humphrey Jr. is quite an expe-|
rience, with ‘the reporter miscast
in the role of the little Dutch
boy who stuck his finger in the
broken dike to hold off the rag-
ing flood waters.

The interview proceeds this
lW&Y:
| “Father's folks were Minneso-
]tans. Dairy farmers. Dad gradu-
(ated in pharmacy and started his
‘first store in Granite Falls, Min-
| nesota, He moved to Seuth Dako-
|ta and married mother. Mother
{was born in Norway; her_parents
| brought her to South Dakota; her
|father was a Norwegian sea cap-
tai

was born in Wallace, South

Dakota, in 1911, In 1915 we moved
|to Dolang, 8. D., where I grew up

e’ ~ol. *I was active in debates,
basketball, football, Boy Scouts
land the Epworth League, I went
|to the University of Minnesota
'it'rom 1929 until 1931 when I had
|to check out on account of the

| my father's store.
“Dad was Mayor of Doland and

a member of the City Council. He

“We always had a good ti |
he assured the interviewer.- “Al-|
ways had a good time, ]

Knew Russell Long. |

Having tasted of the arts am‘ll
pharmaceutical sciences in Minne-
sota and Colorado, Humphrey,
wife and baby were off to Louis-
fana State University for a mas-
ter's degree. There, at Baton
Rouge, they were to know Rus-
sell Long, who was to become jun- |
jor Senator from Huey Long's|
home state, and “Chep” Morrison, |
destined to be anti-Long Mayor of |
New Orleans, |

To keep the wolf from the HBoor
and provide the growing fam-
ily with hamburger, Hum;vhreyl
taught in history even as -he
studied. And then he completed
the grand circuit by returning to
Minnesota. for graduate work
toward his doctor's degree.

Earlier, Humphrey and soda-
jerked toward higher education.
Now he worked on the side for
the Federal Works Projects Ad-
ministration, and in no time ad-
vanced from one of the lowest
paid jobs to one of the highest,
which wasn't very high at that.

Then came the day in April,
1943, when H.H H. allowed himself
to be drafted as a Democratic
candidate for Mayor of Minne-
apolis—"drafted in a men's room,"”
by a committee of five, headed by
himself, as he bluntly assured the
electorate,

When the electorate let him
down lightly, Humphrey and his
family had to eat, hamburgers or
less. He made a precarlous living
as a radioc commentator, industrial
relations! consultant, and as head
of the political science department
of Macalester College, St. Paulyg

“I told the college president

I had to start teaching and

atin
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TRAMP ROYAL
1ias MCFEE'S first book was Letcers fram an Qcean Tramp,
mehml at London in 1908. We have a remarkably fine
copy of this first and scarcest McFee, first edition and first binding
(cloth), with the lettering ““Cassell & Co.” at the foot of the back
strip. During the First World War the author was an officer in the
British Navy. serving mostly in the Mediterranean, afterwards was
chief engineer with United Fruit for whom he commuted between
New York and the Spanish Main and kept a fever chart for his
cargo of bananas, Asl he settled in Connecticut’s Westport
Further fact—the chief is English. not Scottish, although Mr.
McFee himself informs us that the name is Irish. Fine first of his
first book, in first binding—$30.

BRAHMAN DECKHAND
MERICANA collectors should not neglect Two Years Before the
Mast simply because it happens to be a high spot of Ameri-
can literature and hence more immediately the concern of the first
edition brigade. Richard Henry Dana set sail from Boston round
the Horn for California in the brig Pilgrim in 1834, returning two

years later with a fine personal narrative that in 1840 first appeared

in print. published at New York. Afterwards he became a dis-
tinguished lawyer and during the Civil War performed the price
morous, service of persuading the Democratic Su-
preme Court of the United States 1o sustain the North's right 1o
blockade Southern ports and seize neutral vessels for violation.
The first edition of Two Years Before the Must is a 16mo, our
copy being bound in old. black calf, which is now worn. Ours is
the earliest state, with perfect type in the copyright notice and on

[131]
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in black letter and roman at London in 1570. Our copy has the
title page in type-facsimile, probably done early in the 19th cen-
tury, bul otherwise it is an excellent copy of a book famed for its
116 Hogarthian woodecuts, as well as for the broad-grained satir

that made it ane of the most popular baoks of its time. It was one
of the very first printed books to deal with contemporary events
and persons, rather than with old German battles and French
knights. In Barclay’s translation, or adaptation rather, the narren-
schiff became an English ship of English fools, so that the work is
invaluable as a picure of English manners as well as a literary
monument half way between Chaucer and Spenser. It was first
printed two years after Columbus discovered America. Perhaps
booksellers should destroy rather than sell Brant's Ship of Fooles.
because there's treason in it. At the very outset is described “the
first foole of all the whole navie.” who turns out to be a book col-
Iector. The familiar illustration for this canto shows the bibliophile
peering through his horn-rims at his incunables, which in those
days were, of course. collected by the speculators in Modern
Firsts. Our copy of the folio of 1370 is bound in old scored calf,

neatly re-hinged, with gilt edges. Cheap, as an apology for the fac-
similed title—S540.

CATLIN AND HIS COLT
NTIL recently the set of six drawings which George Catlin
U made for the Colt Fire Armis Manufacturing Company wa
known to us by title alone. We had never owned a set, and we
remember secing only one listed by another dealer. These drawin;
were lithographed in the sixties by the |
and were distributed by the Colt Company as advertising. It was a
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AT GOOD-
SPEED’S

Cain on the Swsquchanna . . . p

tidea for Colt to draw upon Catlin’s talent, for two or thr
decades earlier Catlin had ascended the Upper Missouri and lived

among “forty-cight of the wildest and most remote tribes,” where
the butt of his gun nearly took root on his shoulder. His pictorial

record of this sojourn is well known and in particular his North
American Indian Portfolio (London, 1844) is evidence of his ability
to depict the wild men, animals. and scenery that would appeal to
men likely to purchase Colt’s repeating rifles and revolvers. By the
same token. the colleetor of Western Americana who finds a place
for Catlin’s Indian Portfoiio on his shelf will surely wish to have
the Colt set too. These six lithographs are, by all evidence, very
rare and this is the only set we have offered in forty years of book
and print selling.

In style, spirit, and size (17 by 23 inches. plus full margins) the
six lithographs of the Colt set are natural companion-pieces to the
thirty-one lithographs of the fndian Portfolio. In coloring the Colt
set is less brilliant, having been made from but three tint blocks
sepia, blue, and black. Of the six lithographs. three have North
American subjects (two dealing with the Far West and one with
the Susquehanna River of Pennsylvania) and three depict scenes
in South America. The captions of the prints are as follows:
Catiin the Artist and Hunter Sh Buffaloes with Coll's Revoiving Rifle. He says

(151
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THE
MONTH

With my two 1. Batiste and Bogard. | 100k 4 position where o numerous
herd of Rull K. ] inabserved, T shot dow
or ten in succession, leaving the carcasses for the wolves todevour.” (Plate 11 ¢

Indian Partfolio shows Catlin and the same pair ¢ companions engaged

the same work and probably in the same loc e of blufls near the
mouth of the Ca Ball River.)
tin, the Artist, Shooting Buffalo With Colt Revolving Pistol, He writes: 1 gave

1 and left, four of which wal 0 the heart and all in less

light Scene on the Susg: Pewn, Catlin w
and in the morn

sp seven of my victims; several others were wounded. but made their

din, the Celebrated b ler and Artist, Firing his Colr's Repeating Rifl
of Carib Indians in tmerica, "I having been repo
an which would fire all day withor
women and childr 4 in front of the chiefs lo
when I found it nece: o il ar
3 crowd, ¢
chambers, and cocked the piese for 2 but the chief adv

and assurcd me that they were all satisfied and I'd betier save my powder
them on 4 very long journey.”

the Ardst and Sportsman Relieving One of His Companfons from an Un
Predicament During His Travels in Brazil, “This man sirayed from th
npment. and alone, atiacked a (roop of 200 or more les, which havi

pended his powder, n tree. crying “Murder.”

lin ran to his rescue with his Col’s Revolver, which after knocking off three of
party suddenly, the rest t

o5, Brazil. “While the Artist €

Their Meal, the Former Discovered

her of His Party, a Spaniard wh

BOL his Colt's Revolver
d between the cyes, causing instant death, and he adds,
of the most satisfactory shots I ever had." ™
With the set of six Catlins we also acquired the large folio litho-

graph by Schierholz, “View of Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Manu-
factory, Hart ord, Conn.,” and the 9° by 17" “Armory of Colt’s
Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company” lithographed by
Kellogg of Hartford. The group of eight—S$250.

THE CATLIN OCTAVOS COLORED BY HAND
MonG the several works on the American Indians written and
A illustrated by George Catlin, the one that is, along with the
huge Portfolie, indispensable to Injun-hunters is the two-volume
octavo, Mlustrations of the Manners and Customs and Conditions
of the North Amierican Indians, with Letters and Notes Writien
during Eight Years of Travel, etc.. ete.* There are many editions of
the octavo work, with its several hundred illustrations, its pc
larity warranting a new edition within the past decade or so. Or all
the octavo editions, the most desirable is that particular Bohn
edition which Thomas W. Field describes as No. 260 in his Essay

Towards an Indian Bibliography. Field's note reads: A number of

copies (often announced to have been but twelve) have the etchings
colored. The first which were offered 1o the public were sold
high price on account of the supposed rarity

large number of copies with colored etchings were found by Mr.

Bohn in an out-house, and they have consequently become some-
what more common. They are still. however, held at nearly ten
times the price of the plain copies.™ Sabin, writing prior to 1870,
then believed that only twelve copies were made (“colored after
the fancy of the artist who did the work™) and at that time he
valued the set at S60.

We have this Bohn edition (his tenth, London, 1866). The illus
trations are printed from tint blocks to which water color has been
added by hand. The two large octavo volumes are bound in con-
temporary morocco, which is rubbed, but in aur opinion is to be

= Also titled Letters and Nates of th
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preferred 10 a new binding because the spines are specially gold

MONTH tooled with a portrait of an Indian and with crossed tomahawk
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and calumet. The scientific historian, Humboldt, called Catlin “one
of the most admirable observers of manners who ever lived among
the aborigines of America.” His octavo work with the colored
plates- 1

HAIN FOR INCUNABLES
¥ you don't own Ludovic Hain’s guide to incunabula, be advised
that you may now buy a thick-paper copy. the two 12mo vol-
umes bound in four, in old culf. Hain's Repertorinm Bibliographi-
cum, Stuttgart, 1826—345.

CUNARDER ON ICE

o collectors of American prints the story of “‘the Britannia in
Tnm ice™ is an old one, but perhaps we may be excused for
briefly paraphrasing and quoting the account of the circumstances
which Dr. Samuel Eliot Morison gives in his Maritime Histary of
Massachuserts. A transatlantic steamship line was the dream of
Boston merchants as early as 1825, but the reality had to wait for
ar 1339, when Samuel Cunard founded the North American

1l Mail Steam Packet Company and chose as his western ter-
minus the port of Boston rather than New York. In evidence of

their gratitude for the plum, the Bostonians leased 1o Cunard a
wharf and docks in East Boston rent free. On June 2, 1840, the
first Cunarder, the Unicorn, entered the harbor. Dr. Morison
writes: ““Boston had hardly recovered from the banquets given in

her honor when the Britannia steamed in, bearing Mr. Cunard
himself, and a new set of festivities commenced. A fortnightly
schedule of side-wheelers was soon established, greatly to the dis-
gust of New York, which had only one transatlantic steam packet
to Boston’s four. In January, 1844, when Boston Harbor froze out
to Fort Independence—an event that comes hardly once 2
ation—the local merchants, to escape the jeers of New York, had
a channel cul for the Britannia 1o get o sea.”

the same year of 1844, the Boston lithographic firm of Bouvé
& Sharp produced a well-remembered print in commemoration of
the epic ice-cracking of the Yankee traders. The picture wis drawn
on stone by A. de Vaudricourt after the sketch by J. C. King. The

nd at the base of the print reveals that the channel or “canal”
chopped through the ice was seven miles long and 100 feet wide
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This Example of "Art Serves Commerce’
Linked Together the Names of Two Men,
Both Famous in Annals of the Frontier

By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
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