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LESLIE'S WEEKLY

December 14, 1905

An Artist’s Interesting Recollections of Leslie’s Weekly

iy

JORN HYDE,
One of Fraaik Lesti's corps of capalie

rists.

I\' THE year 1859, at the age of
seventeen, I entered the serv-
ice of Frank L S

TRATED NEWSE

boy. v :3 included waiting

upon-members of the art staff,

with gome of whom I afterward

worked on equal terms.  Among

the artists well known in their

day employed on the paper at

’ER\M"M MIRANDA,

e member of the art siaflof
s Wik v, —. Mo

taking great risks, we traveled
about, coming in contact with
many °‘ Mollies,”" and even get-
ting on familiar terms with their
leaders. In this way we ac-
quired inside information which
was of avail to the prosecuting
officers. On June 21st, 1877,
seven chiefs of the ** Mollie M

guires " were hanged at Potu

that time were Samuel Wallin,
Albert Berghaus, Granville Per-
kins, Harry Stephens (afterward
proprietor of Vanity Fair), and
W. Jewett During the course
of the Civil War, which broke out in 1861, the follow-
ing experts were added to the force: George White,
Paul Dixon, W. Momberger, Arthur Lumley, Thomas
Hogan, W. Hennessey, Frank Schell, W. Crane, Henry
Lovie, Stanley Fox, Frank Bellew, and Edwin Forbes.
Of all thes ien only Lumley and Schell are still
alive. Coming in contact, as I did daily, with enthusi-
astic artists, | soon aspired to be a picture-maker
myself. Gradually I picked up the rudiments of art,
and at length began to practice in earnest. [ was
encouraged in my ambitions by my superiors, and
even by Mr. Leslie himself. I not only learned to use
the crayon, but also the engraver’s tool.

Mr. Leslie, who was himself a first-class engraver,
was severe in judgment of my work. 1 have to
thank him, however, for the exacting standard he set
up for me. It made me toil harder and more care-
full; The paper at the date of my first connection
with it was published in a building on Spruce Street,
New York. It afterward moved from one place to an-
other until it got to 110 Fifth Avenue, with its name
modified to LESLIE'S WEEKLY, and in 1903
itself to its present quarters in the Parker Building,
No. ‘ourth Avenue. I was employed on it in one
capacity or another from 1859 to 1900 forty-one
years and for the last twenty-five years of that period
I was the manager of its art department.

The t war between the North and the South
began in 1861, and [ was extremely anxious to go to the
field, but my fitness for service in the war belt was
not recognized until 1863. Mr. Leslie had sent out
artist after artist to the leading points of military
operations in the East, but had had considerable ill-
luck with them. This eventually caused Mr. Leslie to
order ma to the front with my sketching outfit, 1 sup
pose that [ was the youngest artist sent to the hulzl
during the war. In |mrlmg with me Mr. Leslie said,
solemnly : “*Joseph, I don’t expect to ever see you
alive again.”’ I was a slender, delicate fellow, and no-
body believed that I could stand the wear and tear of
the life I was to lead. But active existence, largely
in the open air, caused a distinct improvement in my
health, and I grew to be hearty and robust. On the
whole, I found that part of my career spent with the
army. exceedingly interesting. 1 had many a sad and
wearisome time, but a great deal of the enjoyable also
fell to my lot. And what a wealth of varied experi-
ence | had—such as few men can possibly have.

1 witnessed all the important battles in the East
from Gettysburg to Appomattox. I accompanied the
armies of the Potomac and the James in their marches
and engagements, and viewed the operations around
Fort Fisher. I got acquainted with all the leading
generals from Grant down, and hundreds of stirring
incidents came to my notice. I was in at Lee’s surren-
der, and [ was in Richmond, the ex-capital of the Con-
federacy, when he arri there from Appomattox.
Never shall | forget the remarkable ovation given to the
fallen chieftain by the inhabitants of the cjty. Wher-
ever | went, from 1863 to 1865, | gathere terials for
pictures, and as | was a hard worker I managed to keep
the paper well supplied with war features. Many of my
drawipgs were reproduced in the |mge! of I
and | accumulated a vast number of unused sketches
and studies. One of my drawings made during the war
period, and never before pub]i. ed, appea n this
number of LEsiie's WE It entitled, ** Last
Christmas in the Field of

After the «
to Landor
of the Atlar
on the steamer (freat Eastern, and 1 hnpﬂl tobea pas-
genger on the vessel when ehe sailed for Newfoundland,

GROUP OF LEADING ARTISTS EMPLOYED ON
Left to right : seated—Albere Berghaus, Joseph Becker, |
5.5 R. St

paying out the cable on the way. But the managers
of the company refused passage to all artists and cor-
respondents, and I made my way otherwise to Heart's
Content, Newfoundland, where the American end of
the submarine telegraph to be landed.
out-of-the-way locali Some thirty other artists and
writers also assembled there. The Great Eastern was
d for at any hour, but she failed to appear. For
eight days we were marooned in that forsaken
lace, with only rude accommodations and meagre fare.
We m-f'w utterly disgusted, wearied, and ennuied long
before a ng-vessel stole into the bay and notified
us that the ng of the cable had been deferred. We
fter that in departing for civilization.
My fellow-artists had refrained from making sketehes
at Heart’s Content. But I had made drawings of the
bay, the coast and hamlet, and so when, a year later,
the Great Fastern actually dropped the cable on
Heart's Content beach, FRANK L E's was the only
paper which published illustrations of the locality.

1 next did general worksuntil 1872, when Mr. Leslie
joned me to go to California to portray the
who had eome over in large numbers to build
on Pacific Railway. These people were then

a novel addition to our population, and Mr. Leslie
planned a ** scoop ' on our competitors. My destination
was kept a secret, 1 reached California in due time,
spent six weeks among the Ce making many
drawings, and then went back to Salt Lake C
where | also tarried a_while, taking in pictorial fe:
ture: s..r Mormondom. In both these missions 1 scored
' The trip was also noteworthy for a reason
wersonal than the above. On the way West I
taken from Omaha to the coast on a special
in chartered by Albert Pullman, brother of George
Pullman, of Pullman palace-car fame., There was
ty on board, and when a particularly fine
ery showed itself several of the passengers
would rugh to the rear platform in order to get a bet-
ted to me the -Ius of building
what 1 named an ' observation car.’’ I furnished
designs for this to Mr. Pullman, which afterward
were utilized. 1 may therefore fairly claim to have
the inventor of what is now a feature on all
already stated, I b me manager of the
art department of FRANK LESLIE'S in 18 Among
the leading artists then, or r, on the stafl were
the following : Matt Morgan, John Hyde, Joseph
Keppler, Ben Day, T. de Thulstrup, Charles Kendrick,
3, Taylor, Sam Frizzell, William
. H. W Opper, W
£ h, D. Fisher,
Goorgie Davis, Paul Frenzem, E. Jump,
Goater, C. Upham, and €. Bunnell twith-
standing [ was the chief of the department, I often
had to respond te ** emergency I~4 ** myself. and at
last it came to pass that when 1y
r‘lqumnu illustration took place [w ker |
always in those days kept a satchel, already
in the was prepared to |
tice because | h.:ani become the regular
ietorial reporter, and partly b 1
r with the region, I went
et geencs in the sen-

* comprised numerous law
tion had had its origin

trated all manner of <rimes, including murder.
in with a detective, and together, unsuspected, but

ESLIE'S WEEKLY " w THE EARLY "SEVENTIES.
v er, T. de Thulstrup, ]. H. Wales,

ville, Penn. Before their con-
demnation 1 had visited them in
jail, had had a friendly talk with
them, and they had laughed at the
idea of being convicted. I could
not bear to see these men swing, and so I absented
myself from their execution. Afterward I received
from the executioner (the detective aforesaid) a two
and a half inch section of each rope used in the hang-
ing. I have these grim souvenirs still. The " Mollie
Maguire "' pictures formed a feature of LESLIE's that
attracted much attention.

There was a multitude of other big assignments
neither time nor space to mention. |
ns to many places in the Union. 1 met

hosts of prominent men. My last important duty was
to attend the funeral, at New Orleans. of JefTerson
Davis, the ex-President of the Southern Confederacy
A most gratifying feature of my long connection
with FRank LESLIE'S was the intimacy which grew
up between Mr. Leslie and myself. Mr. Leslie was
like a father to me. He was a great publisher and an
able editor. His business maxim was, ** Never shoot
over the heads of the people.”  Accordingly he studied
the taste of the public, and every occurrence of inter-
est was pictured in his publication. His suceesses
weré many, but the principal things which gave his
paper a great “‘boost '’ were his anti-swill-milk cru-
sade in 1858, the pictures of the Sayers-Heenan priz:
fight in 1860, which ran the sales of the paper up to
nearly 350,000, and his enterprise in depicting the
events of the Civil War. The war pictures gave the
paper an immense circulation. Aftera big battle, and
when the public mind was greatly excited, it was not
unusual for Mr. Leslie to issue an extra almost daily.

For his service to the people in the matter of 1m

pure milk Mr. Leslie was presented with a eostly goll
wateh, which on the inside of the back cover contains
the inseription: '* Presented to Frank Le: in |
half of the mothers and children of New York
grateful testimonial of his manly and fearless exposur
of the swill-milk traffic. Dex . 18GE."

On the inner cover of the Umepmrw apped

following : ‘" To Joseph Becker,

Leslie's regard and appreciatio

ured relic was given to me at Mr. Le

quest, made before his death in 1280, Because
associations 1 prize it far above any other single thing
tnat I own.
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CITY OF MILWAUKEE
MILWAUKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY

814 West Wisconsin Avenue (3)

Hichard E. Krug, Librarian

Dr. Robert Tgft
University of
Lawrence, Kans

Dear Sire:

There it no Milwaukee Engraving and Lithographic
Company listed in the latest (1945) ecity directory.

Te believe the 0. Becker you are interested in
is still living here. We have not consulted the Art
Department to see whether there is anything in the
files of local artists, since we thought yéu'ﬂould

prefer writing to the man himself. He has evidently
retired, since recent directories list no occupation.

The entries copied from city directories seem
to indicate that the F. O. Becker listed is the same
man, rather ti a son; t use there was no Otto
after 1896 nas a thographer, and no Frederick
Otto before 39 10 was a lithographer or artist.
There are many Becker entries, including three other
Ottos and even more Fredericks. The listing £

2T (Which only appeared in two director ) ds
included to prove the Becker family living at 723
Bartlett is the s= which formerly lived at 1220
Garfield.

Very truly yours,

Heterence Department

Mamie E. Hehnquist

Heference Librarian

ghd I_ﬁizu Fﬁ;;104;&u A£:&;Q4%

Enclosure
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directories from 1890 to 1945

h 419 15th

Otto F. lithog. 217 3d, h 1220 Garfield
Otto "

otto

1 Otto

Otto F

Otto

Hdgar . 10 226 Garfield
F. Otto thog 723 Bartlett

a F. Otto designer 217 3d, h 723 Bartlett
9 F. Otto artist 723 Bartlett

1902
1903
1905
1906
190

1914
1921
1927
1940
1945

Notes

Edgar lithog. 723 Bartlett

Otto F. asrtist 723 Bartlett

0tto F. artist 21 d h 723 Bartlett
F. Otto artist 723 Bartlett

F. Otto artist b

Frederick Otto artist

Frederick 0. artist

F. Otto designer

Fred 0. (Mary) artist w

Frederick O. 2929 N. Bartlett Ave.
Frederick 0. 2929 N. Bartlett Ave.

3626 is the new numbering for 723. Milwaukee

og
streets were renumbered in 1930.
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July 26, 1948

s o1

te

“a
you related

Custer's last Fi
have any informat
separate cover I
that you may find

Robert Taft
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August

eference Librarian

iconsin
Milwaukee 35, Wisconsln

Dear Mlas

» peference
ker? I

larly

new
Bac K 313 Ti

appreciate recelivin

mder separa
ny articles on "1
which may be
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0. Beclker,
tt Ave.,

had no
an
to voue
f Custer's
ished

L cormer o

you relat

JIL S

I 8h
kindness
conveni

pri

Roberlt Taft
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CiTy OF MILWAUKEE

MILWAUKEE PuBLIC LIBRARY

AuGusT 20, 1946

DEAR MR, TAFT,

YOUR LETTER REQUESTING INFORMATION ABOUT "0. BECKER",
ARTIST, HAS BEEN TURNED OVER TO ME FOR A FURTHER SEARCH IN
OUR MILWAUKEE ART FILES. THE REFERENCE DEPARTMENT SEARCHED
THRU THE NEWSPAPERS OF 1B90-00, BUT FOUND NOTHING.

| HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN TRYING TO REACH MR, EMIL
HUNKEL 1927 W. JUNEAU AV., MILWAUKEE, W1SCONSIN, BY TELE=
PHONE, HIS MOTHER'S FATHER OWNED THE MILWAUKEE L1THOGRAPHIC
AND ENGRAVING CO. AT THE TIME CUBTER'S LAST FIGHT WAS PRO=
DUCED. MR. HUNKEL HAS A GOOD MEMORY, 80 | SUGGEST YOU
¥RITE DIRECTLY TO HiM.

YouRs TRULY,

l’//(-)lr /7

WILBERT B, BECK
CURATOR OF ART & LITERATURE
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