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Documents from State of Kansasvs. E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman.

Moses Harman (1830-1910) was afree-thought journalist who lived in northeast Kansas from 1879 to 1896. In
1880 he began publishing a paper in Valley Falls to champion his liberal beliefs, including separation between the
state and organized religion and legal equality for men and women. In 1883 it was renamed L ucifer the
Lightbearer. E. C. Walker of Valley Falls was the co-editor.

On September 20, 1886, Harman presided over a marriage ceremony between Walker and Harman's 16 year old
daughter Lillian, without a clergyman or justice of the peace present. The couple were arrested for living together
as man and wife without being legally married and received short jail sentences, which were extended when they
refused to pay the court costs.

Harman and Walker appealed their case to the Kansas Supreme Court and the Court's opinion, issued March 4,
1887, affirmed their conviction by the Jefferson County criminal court and instructed the couple to follow the
requirements for alegal marriage. Thisis the Kansas Supreme Court case file, which includes: Appellants briefs,
Supreme Court syllabus & opinion by Judge Johnston, original court complaint from the Jefferson County District
Court County district court papers; the decision, appeal, and newspaper clippings.

Date: 1887

Callnumber: Supreme Court. Appellate Court. Casefile #4312, State of Kansasvs. E. C. Walker and Lillian
Harman
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e
Qur readers are perhaps femiliar with
‘| the arrest and preliminary examin-
‘|ation of E. O. Walker and his pre-
>| tended wife, Miss Lillion. Harmon, hoth
of Valley Falls, and connected with the
- | disreputable outfit called the Lmeifer.
3| While most of the connty papers are
giving them a kick en their down hill
road, The Tives wiches to offer its
heart-felt amen to the course being
purened by the law and morslity
!| party of Valley Falls, Now arrest the
¥| king bee of the tribe and cloge the rot-
*| ten eoncern and Valley Falla will smell
*| more like the rosee than she las for
many & day. k

,/,4/ fjx/f/f“‘( 2
6’. & ’//I/'r-'/ r'/'.gA.r‘f‘ :

= ]
£ /f ///rtr /)Zf?#xzr/._/q A

7 ! 5 -
@7 /'/) ene it et oY il LB Bt frre Al Hov s St

A8 5
///r‘f ’/ Vo totes, At L£38%

g A, s itz )

c,’/.' ‘/f'  &F Cz',i/) 2 & 7, Dot 27

~ e fl STV
ipe ol op s i, @re Hee *wﬁ/.n 2224 /ﬂ;”/ /e‘_ D20 £ Z;f./f? Z,
heo & de /a/f//fz/ At /ﬁfrz/z/ /14{/ 2, G O e wiedl

¢ A s KLk sy ,-J//,_ ,,;/\(,\ o &~ ///f/», p:,/ﬂ;ff{z//ze’ﬁxf

¢ r
-(2/ ?’rﬂ‘:’ te 2l el _f-d-” 3 /’r.’if tegr £f Cecice e '/f/f//'/ /%/’/‘5/ <
/ :

Lon A, (ot

At ARt b Corerizieyet, G, {5, Plloseivten

olle VL ozt 2002 Foo o freideiits

&

o

./}"f’“z’ e /"r‘v" /‘/.I’-," ‘;'*‘e’.’-';"{éz/' Ao o ot ARt 2 'il/.e b ;’/Azf..f.u:f
/’)r/"'” /”/ L /2' R o, //ng e Sovr t/(’/;;‘ &5 ..f-éu;/ af2-
/;5/ L on T e Qu A pee oot L D f ’Z&’zf:{/: othalevens rm i

ol de /?'j ./M’ \:51/,’/{:;', 4
.;-I,).-x ' ‘// a _x:-'r 2 j. ,",,,/ ! ’5{{; catled z ’.zc;/ d'/(e;z.«. 4

1 XL /. f"/w/// A Jf{}wm/’(;f 2os el B Grrend’

pads Lt t10 Psie alipze) frs Phoer Feptos”’
P

N s " nc‘ler L
The lust munl»ﬂv of “Ls )

www.kansasmemory.org/item/307665 ~ Page 44/78
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD) i

State of Kansasvs. E. C. Walker and Lillian Har man

www.kansasmemory.org/item/307665 ~ Page 45/78
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

FSTORIGAL
Kansas Memory

State of Kansasvs. E. C. Walker and Lillian Har man

/ -

) ) / oot s )
L pteoprt ity At Al PEilt L A It z{f& Cr ek
- ¢

G e :
i WE honestly believe it. to ho the
~duty of the citizens of Vallay Falls

to get rid of ¢he free
| [anarchist organ therp 43 soon agl|
Rossible, for the sake of the reputa. |
| [tion of the town ang the couniy
A_s_ﬂn indication of the impression ||
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Mr. B C. Walker, one of the
proprietors of the Lucifer, publish-
ed at Valley Falls, and o young |
lady numed Harman, danghter of
the partner of Walker, coneluded
that it was “not good for man to be
allone” and decided to “hook on”
They neither one believe that there
is any anthority for marriage, and
that all that is necessary is simply ’ ‘
J a “hankering” after each other, (at A 2 pon h/r p At Rore

» r/ ol fF o @f2d least that is the way it looks to an s . o ‘ Z
/1 oubsider,) and acted on their emo- o it L
s /,, 77| tions. A brother. we believe, of the [f < Ll ad

/ girl, not liking the arrangement
and objecting to the parbies living i‘f/’(
together ns man and wife without ‘
even a pretense of marriage, swore |
out a warrant for their arrest on the |
charge of adultery. The parties ||
were taken before R.D. Simpson,
jushiece of the peace, who bound
them over to the district court. Of-
ficer Boles brought the parties to
the county where Walker was
pmeelt i Jail Tue gicl, We gulers
stand, ohtaining bail,

Ho much for bthe great prineiple
of “free love.” If the law is of |
any account in the premises e f
hape it will be made effective in s
case.  Free-love, earried {o thab ex-
tent, is asking a little tao much of
a Christian community. The Luel-
il fer is somewhat indignant over tha
tl { arrest of the parties; perhaps that
‘lat|is all right, Lut the community
te | has some rights that the “Devyil”
of |should be made to respect, and in
& the name of the virtug of the rising
i| Mt generations the law of makrimony
- |8 |is one of them.
(15

heart-felt amen to the cowme® ey
pursued by tie law and momlity
Y party of Valley Falle. Now arrest the
*| king bes of the tribe and close the rot-
* ten. concern and Vulley Falis will smell
*| more like the roses than she has for
many a day.

i ~ 46/78
www.kansasmemory.org/item/307665 ~ Page 4
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

State of Kansasvs. E. C. Walker and LiII_if_;m Harman

og

8 e PR ALl ot
p i ; > i :
I LU B L i Al Pelres e Haldis
oll pozd detin et T _/ﬁ-//v”*ffr’, z.,//’ Ll zac; _?/a”/ -
F. 3 = A 2
10 ./:/:4 Lol it Bl tvier o ) rretetinr G G M-_
e 7 e . R e
1| Zo }Mc“ r_tf_;o‘&fs./“‘l,z'c ,{,/'.-";-b O opred |, pon e Lr‘w/_r;f:’/,ﬁzx-aé
V7 -
s 4 = ! -
S A . / i i A i
2 .:z;‘,.z_.g,,;,‘,/a@/_ Ale Leveria alrzch- /n-w, ;{’4-&(04 LifEr o fp’a—&zf(

2 . z A . A poY L —
t:x[//'zf%a. ;’?’ﬂ‘ né-i—:,.ﬂ:,-vm—zz.ém - %.// Lo Xl jreec 2t Lt~ &?/7
7 o o e : 7 S
: 7 B e 2 e b
s ol H2Es Sl P 7 At AP
i é;ﬁ:@ Prruennzir Zep —worelef ? el D{’ "(5
ot : < Yeso ‘et o 2eteel,
5 _/;/z,._.—pc,/'\ ceeelet W;{, //,Zch// Mecotte Tz

e Gty P
il s e ﬁ?-/(-"/&./« DlogFrcal it oafitrdoror IR ditt
Tty Cortd @Lile . _17.’«4 ;1//-/./;",’1"/.4 T2

ral’ ¢ 7 /74 least thaf

i ’
' )y ) = s
: otetote s tow il @l Briteohbeidor e daie it G

; 2~
> / v g

A / po—
& Lot Re Zf gz Cloledet

&

daed

' . ! S
Lo lore o bee AL 2 )\::// -

A, AT,

Mr. E C. Walker, one of the
proprietors of the Lucifer, pubhsh-
ed at Valley Falls, and a young |
lady named Harman, danghter of
the partner of Walker, concluded
that it was *not good tor man to he |
allone” and decided to “hook on.*
They neither one believe that there
is any anthority for marriage, and
that all that is necessary is simply
a “hankering” after each other, (at |
s the way it looks to an |
< loutsider,) and acted on ther emo- |
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£ /t/ 74| tions, A brother. we believe, of the |¢

’ girl, not liking the arrangement Q) sogy

¢ ¢4 ¢ |and objecting to the parties living 7 = /< 5

together as man and wife without
even a pretense of marriage, swore
out & warrant for their arrest on the
charge of adultery. The parties ||
were taken before R. D. Simpson ||
jnstice of the peace, who hound
them over to the district court, Of-
ficer Boles brought the parties to
the couniy se o
Proced
stand, ob

HSo much for the gieat prineiple
of “free love.” IE the law is of
any account in the premises wa | -
hope it will be made effective in this
case, Free-love, earried to that px.
tent, is asking a little too much of Ve
a Christian community. The Luci-

f| fer is somewhat indignant over the

‘|t arvest of the parties: perhaps that
;nt is all right, but the community
las some rights that the “Deyil”
should be made to respect, and in
the name of the virfué of ti sing
generations the law of matrimony
8 lis one of them.
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|  soME PLATN WORDS. |
| Itisvery muatitying to vs, sod i i
all decent and. law-nhiding citizens, |
{0 know that the publishers of the !
| paper Enelfer, the vilest sheet that
{Las ever cursed a respeotable com- |
munity, are almost entirely alonein .
their free-love: notions and snarch- |
istie doctrines, so far as this com- .
mtnity 1 concerned. O the 1100 or |
1200 cirenlation they claim for their ||
paper—and the length of time they |§
have been hammering away here fox |
the purpese of converting the eom-|
munity to their vile and nouseating |/
doetrine,—ono world nuturally snp- |
pose that ab Jeast balf of that circu- |
Tation womld be fonod right here. |
Such, howaver, is far from the trath,

T it 8aid to the honor and everlast- |
ing credit of onr people.  Lucifer
el bl

{and we challange them to show thal
evon ono-half of that oumber are
in any mensure in sympathy with
them on the guestion of freelove
and kindred rovelntionary snd in-
smirectionary notions.

Tt must have been excopdingly
mortifying to the editors of Lueifer
to plead in vain for some one of their
supposed supporters and sympathiz-
ers to become surety for them when
they were taken into custody for
openly and defiantly violating the
laws of the stato of Kaosas, by put-
| ting into practico one of the Tanda-

2 mental principles of Lmeifer's ereed,
e e efid

v

and Walker took oceasion to send ont
from his prison coll a scathing and
ill-tompered rebuke to his “follow-|:
ers” for their “lack of fidelity to
principle
It wes somewhat swrprising
to us, yob very gratifying from
a standpoint of decency, to heur
one of Lucifer's best friends call
A Walker a scoundrel, and declaro
.-\)’O/f/-’ | that “he onght to be1n the peniten-
+|tiary.” He did not talk like aman ||
who had been threatened with ven
‘| geance it he became surety for Walk-
or, an excuse. for refusing to. do s0
that Lueifer aseribes to o number of
gentlemen thus appoaled 0.  Hojl
talked like a man who believed fron
tho bottom of bis heart that the laws
of deceney and good morals had been
most cruelly ontraged, and that
||speedy and commensurate punish-
ment would meoet with his mosl
bearty approval. Wae heard others
whom we had supposed would stand |
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oy Lucifer under any and all cireum-
stances, express themselves as im-
Hliccaswably disgnsted with the jm-
woral ud. oxaspavating conduck of
the editors of that paper, as exem-
plifled by tho Walker-Harman liaison,
| [and it is tv be hoped - that such a5
thiese, together with all other good
abor zexlonsly for the
convietion of

blushingly admits|

ot 0e i ull aecord and sym-

\with tha nolawful and dis:

A t“k “eompaet” of his

gad the man Walker; and
dares

same cell as Walker, then she chang-
ed her mind,  Harman defended the
action, denied the right of the peo-
ple to make ma liws, or any
5 i law
&e.

ber of “Lucifer” de-

warebists pre
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The common and emphatic

n is that the decent people

up there ought to dump the outht

o the Delaware, and drive the
who ran it out of town.
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In the preliminary trial of Walke.-
H g hAree &

18l If/ (5

B i fomatbast o 2o aad witor
| brought beforo Justice Simpson on |
21y Monday,- the court -deeming -thom [
guilty as eharged ordered them bound
5 ez o Mlin pesh bovin 6 e, Piatmis)

Conrt in and defarlt of bail of $1000)
cach tho parties went o jail Tuesday ||
23 |f morning.  Their attorney David
Overmeyer, of Topeka, advised them
e oy ot st |loofernobail. - Hosonce prepar- (K -2 (/s A Lovta; Hwo
i % ed the papers to secure their release
wllA. 7 , | on o writ; of habens ecorpus. . County 2
‘ e ijv”d'/!;f | ikormay Gty mmistod by T & | 2 7 gl /? CtbccetaZode
7 ; Myers appeared for the state. Groat
5| @rre i g ,,7}%,/&5@, intaroet vas exhibited:in the onse e | B. 22, 2 /rg//;z,gy I
7 Vs

the court room was_erowded with |§ 7

‘ /f“/'./‘/"!t riiil Lol spectators. Almost the cntire day .lA/ Loy /‘,}_” {4_/'7,,;/ 4&{%2\

was consumed in the examination and
I3 pleadings of the attorney’s. To begin ||
2~ . #| withthe defendants admitted their
professed rolations of “mun and wife? | ==
| thongh asenmd conieary to tho luws || |
| of the state, Mx. Overmayer made a ||

ol strong and lengthy speech to prove ftod
Ny that “if they were married they were| |
i

|

[

2LIALE

married”  Bus his effort, able as it [pl!
was, did not snceeed, the attorney’s flor

for the prasecution showing. con:
! | elusively to the court and others also
L that a case of so much importance
should be sent to a higher court for
aidiudication, Whom God hus joined
togother lot no man put nsunder.
Though thase peoplo may be marvied,
in the manner of their marriago they
y | knowingly and purposely violated
the plain and explicit provisions of
the law in entering upon the mar-
riage relation for the penaly of @
which they are llnbln or the law is
a dead lotter. n that penalty is
satistied wo y.remme i e
end of the law and the ease.

= e

with the approbation of the hrutish
fathei, but the people revolted, and
Will. Hiser, son of Mrs. Harman hy
@ toemer husband, made complaint
and had the ‘“contracted” couple
arrested.  No one would ga Walk-
er’s bail ¢n.| he is now in juil here
awaiting trinl, Harman and disuzh-
Jor carne deiwi wlas wail Khs el

determined that she would o ib
jail too, until she fonnd that sle
wonld not be allowed fo oceupy the
sume cell as Walker, then she chang-
ed her mind.  Havman defended the
action, denied the right of the peo-
ple to make marringe laws, or any
Tasw, in fuct, tiak man. was a Jaw
unto himself, &c., &e.
Tlxe hs: number of "Luev(er' de-

her o disgrace to {l'e
mmon and enphatic
om s that the decent people
up there ought to dump the outfit
into the Delaware, and drive the
ang who run it eut of town.
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w | FREE LOVE. |

| An Iilegal “Contract” Londs
a dail Cell.
There has been published at VIl-
9 ley Falls, this county, for two or
three years past, a paper of free
thought, free love, anarchistic and |
socialistic proclivities. [Its Im.ml.-,
“Lucifer,” they explain,means ‘light- |
bearer, ete., but from its teachings \
one would presume it was named for|
the devil himself. A erack-brained |
chiap named Harwan runs the papery |
assisted of late by one Walker, a|
man near 40 years of age, and whe
ife and

Towa,

I day Wn.lker ...d a 16-year old daugh
ter of Harman made an agreement, |
to live together as man and wife
long as agrecable, hul; both mhfmng
their own names, This was done
with the approbation of the bruti:
fathes, Lvut the people revolted, and’

a kormer husband, made complaint
“contracted” couple

an and dangh-
ae down also, and the girl was
determined that she wonld go to
jail too, until she found that sle
would not be allowed to occupy the
1o coll as Walker, then she chang-
ed her mind,  Havman defended the
action, donied the right of the peo-
ple to make e laws, or any
Taw fuct, that man wns a low
unto himself, &e., &e.

The last number of “Luc\ter de-
fends the 3ro anarel
es free love, denounees l‘hnﬂhnm 5
seultogether a disgrace to (le
5. The common und_emphatic
expression is that the decent people
up there ought to dumyp the outht
into the Delaware, and drive the
zang who ran it out of town.
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