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This series of the Isaac Tichenor Goodnow collection includes sent and received correspondence of Isaac T.
Goodnow (1814-1894) and also the correspondence of his brother, William E. Goodnow (1807-1876). This
correspondence includes early courtship letters between Isaac and his future wife, Ellen Denison, as well asletters
between William and his future wife, Harriet Paddleford. There are also several letters written by their brother,
Jotham Goodnow. The correspondence is arranged in chronological order. Box 6 includes undated |etters
arranged by thefirst letter of the correspondent's last name. | saac Goodnow moved to Kansas in 1855 and
established the town of Manhattan and Bluemont Central Colllege. He died on March 20, 1894.
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Denver, Colo Feb 16th, 1890.

My dear Unele:--Yours and Aunt Ellen’s kind letters were

* duly received, and I have to-day seen Col. Chivington, and he
.. Was very much pleased to hear from you and Mr. Pipher and is very

{

grateful to you he wishes to he remembered kindly by you all and

. sent his kind regards to Father as well.

The enclosad account of Sand Creek is compiled from the
Times and another newspaper, but there were so many corrections
of names and dates that it is practically new matter.

Please have two copies sent here of what you print, one for
Col € and one for the subseriber, and please have it read by
copy, so that it will be as correct as this COPY . i?

“In the course of conversation to-day Col. C. seide (speak- ¥
ing of the few Kansas Pioneers left)

'] was at Kansas City when the advance guard of the Kansas
civil povernment arrived. I was at Conant’s store at Wyandotte
doing my trading. I was missionary at Wyandotte when the steam-
ep landed whieh hrought Gov. Reeder of Pennsylvania and one or
two other territorial officers for the Territory of Kansas. They °
had letters of introduction from partias in Philadelphia to Mr. QS
Conant, and after the pres]e tion of their letters of introduc-
tion, I was favored with an introduction to them, and thsy were
informed by Mr. Conant that I was a missionary at Wyandotte and
a resident of Kansas Territory. I said to Gov. Reeder, I sup-
pose you have come Governor, for the purpose of giving us a
'square deal,’ in the Territory in political matters, and he
sa1d"you know the prineiples of democracy that govern the admin-
istration of Franklin Pierce, President of the United States, )
from whom I received my appointment; I have come for the pur- \KQ
pose of carrying on the territorial government according to
thosas policies.'

Afterwards, when Rorder-ruffian democracy proved Yoo heavy
a dose for the Governor, and when fleeing from his frisndg hé
came to my mission estzblishment, I took him over the Missouri
river to Parkville, where he shipped incognito for the East, and
nevar returned to his governorship.' (—deuging) ( laughing.)

They were terribly down on him, said he was an imposter,
and all that kind of thing.' : QQS

Shall see Col. C. again next Sunday afternoon, and hope to
write from his dictation the history of Anthony Bewley.

We are all well, and glad to hear fromg?“,HOPG you are all
comfortable.

I gave your letter to myself to Col. C. to read and he was
pleased. Mr. Cramer says that it has been suggested hy his friedas
to Col C. to apply for a pension, but he is too proud sp;rited to
do so. It may he that he will write a book of his reminiscences.
(He eould sell 10,000 copies no doubt.) 3"“*]4

£ D zaniain
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[
|
| o, 1od
| and attributed i+ to my efforts, when the fact is that T had
[ nothing whatever to an with it, He was disliked by the officers
| ‘:'\']‘lf.!; 7 ood re:—;so;;, and I was not, That was +he only differsnce
that ever eame between us up to the time of my promotii ¥
|| T can assure was entirely unsolieited on my pirlt_ I‘t) ':::’I‘:hic.i
\Ialone that raised the storm of bersecution about my head -that
|fhas misled so many people who are nnacquainted with +he j':“act,s
And threugh all these years, he has Persistently misrepresenn:}d
and lied ahout me, He told Judge Collier of Central and Rev
|John Cree, of Denver, that I had been sent to the P;netentia;y
and when they quest ioned the truth of thea ;tor'_,r, he said that ;‘.c
had been st Columbus and had seen me among the i'n[?_s;rmers- He isg
now in Chicago, and while T was in that r-itff‘ % made the re-
‘ mark, that I did not dare to return to this C?ty; that there
were a thousand men here ready to shoot me on sight. When thisg
jwas told to me, I said if that was tha case, it would be a nity
|to deprive so many men of the pleasure of making a target of me,
|1and t'at I should take the earliest opportunity of caming to
iDenver, I should hive been here during the Grand Army enc amp -
fment, but I was & candidate on the Republican Ticket, and the amg
committee felt that it would not be right for me to go away,
but I was determined to cone, for it is a peculiarity of ming
to accept any challenge personal to myself, and the statement
of Col, Tappan that I did not dare return annoyed me, and I
made up my mind that T wonlad come fere comittee or no ecommite
tee, It is perhaps, as well that I did not came to the encamp-
ment, for I am told that Tappan was here, and I am afraid that
had we met I might have been tempted to forget myseif,®

"Is it true that yvou withdrew from the eanvas on account n}(
his Sard Creek, affair o0 ' y

"Yes, but partially, One end of our coun ty is settled very
j.tlar'p:ely by quakers, and when thisg storys through the instrumenta -
ity of Tappan was brought out against me, it hurt me with them,
or it seems as it they would prefer to vote for the inearnate
fiend, rather #] Ffor a man who had in any way hurt their pe-
¢iliar pets, tiiea Indians., The cther veople of the County
ere very strongly in my favor, for I had but little opposition
n the nominating convent ion, and I was strongly urged not to
fithdraw, T think I would have been elected, but I was so de-
ermined to come here,---and T knew thit I ecould not get away
or seme time,---that T handed my resignation to the Committee
gnd told them that they must accept it, for I was going to Color -
rado whether school kept or not."

"You are roing back to take part in the election 9"
If "Yes. T will arrive at home on Monday nisht, and will
0 to work for our ticket next Tuesday."
I "Yours must have been an eventful life, Colonel . Would
¥ou objeet to giving "The Times" same of its leadine ineidents.

Il
]
|
|

"Yes, I have passed thre 1gh a good deal ti might be in-
teresting, but I am afraid that I can't gratify you now, as I
leave for the east to-night, and to give a satisfactory story
would take some little £ime and thought, At sone other time,
d!ﬂwf‘-\'r”‘, I will be pleased to furnish you with any items in my
career that you may think worth publishing, "

"Then you think of returnine to Colorado 7"
| "Yes, I have always considered Colorado my home, and I
h‘;f;v!) an  add it ic 1l incentive for coming here now in t 1igs that
Cpl. Tappan has eirculated about me, I propose to show these peo-
p‘le that have sided with him, that I do not only dare to cane
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