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Correspondence and legal documents relating to the impersonation of Boston Corbett by John Corbit. Boston
Corbett was the man who killed John Wilkes Booth following President Lincoln's assassination. Corbett moved to
Kansasin 1878 and lived in a dugout near Concordia, Kansas. In 1887, Corbett was given the position of assistant
doorkeeper for the Kansas House of Representatives in Topeka. However, when he brandished his pistol during a
session of the legidlative that same year, he was arrested and sent to the insane asylum in Topeka. In 1888, he
escaped and his whereabouts remained unknown until his presumed death. John Corbit was operating as a sales
agent in Texas for the W. W. Gavitt's Medical Company in Topeka after having convinced them that he was
Boston Corbett. A marriage license for Mr. John Corbit and Miss Effie Britz, dated October 2, 1899 in Wichita
Falls, Texas, isaso included. On August 20, 1904, John Corbit testified before a U. S. pension examiner that he
was Boston Corbett. The distrist court in San Angelo, Texas found John Corbit guilty of perjury and sentenced
him to three years hard labor in an Atlanta, Georgia penitentiary.

Date: 1898-1905

Callnumber: Boston Corbett Coll. #318, Box 2, Folder 24-26
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LOCAL AriD TRAVELING:
AEEATS WANTED EVERY-

~—— Meoia @

T

Tbl_’fffﬂ-mﬁs,.ran 26,1901,

Boston Corbet, Esq,,
Menardville, Tex.
pear Sir:--

Your favor of the 21st inst,, with repert of sales, at hand and
contents noted, We are glad to see that you are pushing the business
lively and we have this day sent you six dozen boxes Gavitt's System
Regulator by Fargo Express and, therefore, you w%ht_te be able to set
that as soon as you can be able to get up.after it,

We have, alsy, sent you a good supply of aGV§rtising matter, and,also,
some more applicafion blanks that have your name on them, we have sent
you one bottle of Cough Balsam, one bottle of Liniment, one bottle of
Catarrh fure and one jar of Ointment, free to you, with this order, so
that you ean use them for yourself,. s

Hepe you will be able to get a large mumber of agents in the part
of the country, where you are going, expeecially, these, who will take
hold of it and do some canvassing, It is canvassing agents, that we want
and when you eannot zet some gentlemen, then szet seme ladies teo take
the agency.

- In regard to your other business, we heard nothing particular about
it, since we wrote you last, In fact, there is nothing to hear, we told
Iou Lhin, the only thing that could be done, and it &11 rests with you for
he balance,

Hoping to hear from you often and we think it would be a zood idea,

if you wrote us about once a week, sending the report of the sales that ym
make,

Yours respectfully

w, W, Gavitt Mediecal Co,.
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~—— Meigat Gorpaiy_in
Toeeia [(ansns. June 13,1901,
Roston Corbett Eaq.,
Brownyood, Tex,
Deay Sirvi-
Vour favor of the 28th ult,, at hand and eontents noted. We
sent your medicine to Brownwood on the 16th ult., and also wrote you a
long letter, Your letter eame back to us unecleimed, but we retummed it
to Brownwood. We have sent Jas, Slaughter of Fredonia, Mason County,
Tex., Wholesale vprices, agent's application blank with your name on it and
hope we will hear from him soon by way of a wholesale order.

We have sent you ten application blanks . Givé them to parties and
tell them to write us, if they want an agency; and not wait for us to
write thenm.

Thanking you for past favors and hoping to hear from you oftien, we
remain e ¥

Yours respectfully,

W, W, cavitt Medical Co.
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LOCAL Arp TRavELING: &
AEEATS WANTED EVERY-

—-
e

b HOST AEL
MeoigaL @rpay it

7 TDPEHA.KANSHS.Tune 7th, 1901,

Roston porbet/

Brownwood, Texas. !
Dear 3ir,-=- A

: Your favor of the 4th inst,, enclesing report of sales, at haznd
and contents noted,, We were glad to hear from you and to 3sse that you
rgeaived the medieins =!l! rigant, and hope that you will have luck in
closing it out and that we will hear from you again scon.

, Mrs Pairales Williams wrote in her last letfer that she was selling ,
medicine in Alileng, Taylor gounty, iebraska, . Mrs Pairalee Rartlo or
feorge "artle, are not doing any business for us that we know of, at least,
we, do . not find any such names on our books from parties in Nebraska,

We have no agent at 3an 3abe County yet, neither have we any in Mills,
dolemar, or Me@lulla County. mhose eounties are all arround you where
you are at the present time, therefore, by circulation in those four or
five counties, we think you ought to make a good trade. e’

We wrote to mr, 3laughter, but we have not heard from him, you will:
have to give us Mr. 3Slaughters name and address again, and we will 5§irr
him up, :

We find that you are overlooking one very important class, who would
make excellent azents in handling this medicine for us, Those are Huck-
sters and others who go out through the country and buy eszs, butter,
ghickens, ete., and take groceries and othersstaff for the same, wmhey
make the best agents in the world, simply hecause, if they can not get
cash th§¥%§§; take their pay in trade, therefore, they make very large

graphers, therefore should you fimd typoegraphical
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" numbep o es,
aping to hear from you often while you are arrognd there, we remian
: 3 Yours respetfully,
W, W. favitt Medical dompany.

number of cle
h vou cannot nndersta;

a large

Die to ¥y
L.K.
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..MEDI(AL (d

[ A BORRY M

o
~THE Lﬂnl:E.ST Atip HD.ST PT,EL
~——— Meoica Compaiy i

Toretn Yansas, June 14,1901

Boston Gorbett, E'Sq.,-
Coleman, TexX.
Dear Sir:-- 7 ;

Your {‘avor,"!'-enelosing report of your salfs and a notice that you
are going over to G‘d'fﬁe'man Co., at hand. We hope V‘Qu will not forget what
we told you in our pmevious letters, That is, ﬂmi we want you to work for
a while in Coleman, MeCullough, San Saba, Mills and Brown Cos., We have
no agent in Calshan, but we do not want you to go there, untill you 1o_c‘ata
us sbout 15 or 20 agents in those counties mentioned. We have sent you
a good roll of eirculers, such as you wanted and if you are needing any
other ecireculars let us know it.

We have sent you this day a box of System Regulator in the tablet form
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slense retirn this letter to us at once, for correction

as that seems to be ?he raze in Texas and the southern states, We have
not charged you anf,rtléing for it, because we want you to see how they are
put up. If they are better sellers than in the pagkage form, let us know
in your nex t order what part you want in the tablets.

In regard to Parailee Williams of Abilene, we wrote you in our pre-

As we employ a large nu
s letter, which you cannof

vious letters that we have not heard from her sinee the 1st of January and
that the letters we have been sendinz her have all been returned to us end,
therefore, we judge from that that She has left Abilene and her wherea-
bouts we know not,

I S i X E
Hoping to hear from you often, we remain, Yours ;z'%:‘“ mly'w g
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£ o

Establishod in /869, % Faorganized in I859,

| HARRY E. GAVITT, MANAGER.

W. ©. Yavitt Iedical Gompany,

MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS.

Manufacturers of Standard and Proprietary Remedies.  Our goods are sold in all parts ol the world.

L— THREE LARGE BUILDINGS

Main Office and Laboratory, Mercantile Department, Printing Dept. and Branch Laboratory,
Gavitt Block, sth and Madison Streets. l

Teleghone No. 610-2. Telephone No. 618. Telephone No. oo.

BRANCH OFFICES: CHICAGO, LONDON, PARIS AND BERLIN,
Topeka, Kansas, oet 2002,

Boston Corbett, psa.,

Quannah, Texas. v
pear: gir:-- 3
e 8
Your favor of the 18th inst.,*with report of sales, at hand

and conteénts noted. we are glad to notice that you are getting around
and doing soms business again and the counties that we want you to visit

are countiesg in which you have never been bsfore, We either have agents

or names of parties who will become agents in all the countiss that you
have been in, therefore, we want you to work new territory,

Your Guardian was in to see us a few days ago and notified us that
the Government has come té the conclusion that if you did not want to
come and get released fP6m your liabilities here, that they would take
no further steps towards ¥estoring the pension, so that will settle that
matter, so that you can @b just as you think best about it, but there is
no use of having any mew& eoPrespondence about it unless you expect to -
comply with their rules éf doing business,

There have been no applications for any new agents in your distriect
to us since our last communication to you,. we will write all parties
wﬂose hames you sent us in the last letter, maybe we can stir up some of
t en.l'

we want agents in yardman Co,, that is the county to which you noti=-
fied us you are going, ‘You did not get the name of the town to whieh
you are going to so as to!spell it correctly and we do not find any town
by that name in the Postoffice Guide. The nearest we can find to it is
Quannah which is the county seat of Hardman Co. ¥

We want agents in Wilbarger Co., also on the North side of Red River
in the Indian Territory and oklahoma. slso in a1l edunties around Hard-
man and in Gear Oo., Okla, but you will please recollect what we say that
we do not want you to spend your time in the countiss in which you have
been previously, as those parties to whom yYou have gold the medicine be-
fore have either taken the agency or are corresponding about one.

Hoping to hear from you often, we remain

yvery respectfully,

We W, GAVITT MEDICAL CO,
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Tmscott, Knox County, Texas.

Febrmary 17, 1803.

Personally sppeared Boston gcorbett who for the purpose of

geouring restoration to the U, S. Pension rolls states the following

First.- ™at he 1s the 8 goston Corbett who was = sergeant
Firat Th h
in gompany L. 16 Regiment New York Ccavalry during the war of the
gormpar 1
Rebellion from 1861 to 1865.
qecond .~ That he w spanted a pension, certificate No. 218,54%5.

Third.=- That he was confined in the State Insane Hospital at

Third,- That he wa

Topeka, Kansas about the 16th dsy of February, 1827 and escaned from
44 hospital on the or about the 26th or 28th day of Hay, 1888,

ek es ] 3 ot,—- thet
That he went immediately from ropeka west to Colorado, on foot,

ot and went £irst to Julesburg, Col
he left the city of Topeka, on foot and went first to Julesburg, wp

Pop two days and went to Denver, © s1orado about the lzst of June, 1888
ataid in Denvér on gorbett Strest foxr about two montha, then
pend, Kansas, foTr a ghort time, there about Thankge
then went to Wichita, Kansas, but in about two dEys.
he eve

south, to Chester, Oklsholif,

Oscar Gaylo
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and Seurvy,—— that all

these diseases were contracted in the army.

Service,

> stopping in Indisngpolis

2 rock-quarry st

diseases since escaping

1f with med-

the Delaware

; was borm.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
)

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,) Application for restorstion
3 on pension rolls.

PENSION BUREAU,

IN THR MATTER OF THR PENSION CERTIFICATE OF BOSTON CORBRTT
NO. 218545,

Comes now, George A.Huron, and represcnts to the Pension
Burezu that he is the duly appeointed, qualified end acting
guardlan of the estate of Boston Corbett, an insane person;
that said Boston Corbett escaped from the State Hospltal for
the Insane et Topeka, Kansasg, in May, 1888; that prior to
his being adjudged insane, the said Boston Corbett was the
holder of pension certificate No, 218545; that vour peti-

George A,Huron, a&s his guardian, hed drewn his ssid
1 1o the 4%h day of December, 1887, but had drawn no

the pension due upon said certificate since the said

of December, 1887, and that there is now due to said

Boston Corbett, upon his said pension certificate, the sum

of eight dollars per month since the said 4th dsy of December,

188%,
Your petitioner further represen t after the escape
he szid Boston Corbett from the State Hoaspital for the
Inszne, he so thoroughly concealed himgelf and his where—
gbouts from your petitioner that no evidence could be ob—
tained that he was still living nake the necessary
proofs

1 Bureau, your petitioner

id Boston Corbett has been

oL
T2Tm OT

ree, Pecos county,
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Your petitioner further gives informetion that he has not
seen his said ward since his said escape, but that from letters
received from him, he is satisfied that the person with whon
he is corresponding at Free, Texas, is truly Roston Corbett,
as he répresents himself to be; that he is in very bad health
end needs his said pension.

Your petitioner further represents that he has nede in-
vestigation of the condition of mind of the sald Boston Cor-
bett, and is satisfied that he 1s able to tske all charge
of his business affairs :;c—:c&:s:ljzz,ry in the drswing of his ssid

pension nnd expending the seme for his own personal benefit.

WHRTEFORE: Your petitioner prays that the Pension Bu—

resu shall meke such investigation of the cise of the sz=id
Boston Corbett as may be hecessary, and if satisfied =s to the
identity of the party representing himself to be Boston corhett
and that he 1s cepable of receliving and cering for, and expend—
ing his said pension, thut he he restored again to the said
pension rolls, and that his said pension be paid to him di-
Toet without the interposition of your petitioner zs his gald
guerdien,

Your petitioner further represents thot he is not. related
to the said Boston Corbett except officially as his said guar—
dien, and that he hag no interest whatever in the pension
of the soid Boston Corbett, except his desire that he shall
be restored to =11 his rights as an ex-soldier of the Union

now grestly broken in health,

Subgeribed and sworn before me 2
this AEY OF fecsssssssassssscsssssanssnssscsss

-

sssesensas cesssssssssssssseed

liy commission expires
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—3=1867

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR,

BUREAU OF PENSIONS,
WASHINGTON, Do C.p, July 25, 1902,

Certificete No. 218545,
Boston Cerbett.

Mr, Davenport:

It would seem, from the file of this case, that George
A. Huron wes sppointed guardian for the pensioner in September 1887, en
the ground of insanity., The pensioner wes committed to the Stete Hospitel
for the In;ane st Topeke, Kenses, and in May 1888 he escaped therefrom,
and his wheresbouts remeined unknown until recently.

Payment was last made in the cese to December 4, 1887. The
g7urdian hes not been sble to draw the pension acoruing since that time,
for the reeson that he could not testify from personal knowledge that the
pensioner is still alive.

The guerdien received informetion of the pensioner's wheresbouts
(eccording to his statement) recently, and found thet he wes loceted on
the farm or rench of M», Anderson nesr the Town of Free, Pecos County,
Texas, &nd thet his post-o0ffice sddress is Free, Texes,

In correspondence had with the pensioner he stated that it was
his intention to return to Topeke and heve the sppointment of & guardien
vaceted, on the ground that he is mentally eble now to cere for his own
estate, It seems thet his occupetion is that of selling medicine through

the Ccountry, from e wegon,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/307443 ~ Page 81/120
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Papersrelating to the imper sonation of Boston Cor bett by John Cor bit

The pensioner's long dissppearsnce makes it Tessonsble to raise
the question of identity, 2s well as the question of his mentel condition
since his escepe from the insene ssylum, Section 4719, R.S., U.S., pro-
vides that the failure of & pensioner to claim his pension for a peried of
three years shall result in his neme being dropped, on the ground of re-
covery from the dissbility for which the pension was allowed, smongz other

things, Rule 71 states that the three years® limitetion provided by Sec—

tion 4719, R.S., U.S., will not apply in cese of a pensioner who within
three years shall have died or been inseane or been £ minor with or without
a guardien,

This cese at the present iime is in such & bad shape that I
herdly know what to do with it, and consequently have been pondering over
it for some time, with the intention of talking it over with you. proba-
bly the best thing to do is to let the matter rest until the pensioner
applies in the proper court to have the guardianship vecsted, If you
agree with this view, the only thing necessary st this time is to advise
Congressmen Celderhead to thet effect.

Very respectfully,

Wm. L. Totean
ghief of Finsnce Division,
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Before Enlistment,
Allen M, Thompson )
) Piled July 14, 1832,
N. Y. City )
Testifies to cleiment's soundness prior to his enlistment.
James H. Brown, )
) Filed Jily 5, 1882,
N. Y. City, )
Testifies to cleimant 's soundness prior to his enlistment: also

in affidevit filed Augzust 26, 1882,
Thomes Brown ;
Filed July 5, 1882,
He Y, ORt¥i=i)
Testifics to clainent 's soundness prior to his enlistment.

Testifies to seme effect in affidavit filed August 26, 1882,

In Service.

Jos, H. Whitehesd, g

Filed August 26, 1832,
concerdie, Kens, )

Testifies that he knew cleimsnt while in Andersenville: became
scqueinted with him et their preyer meetings; claimant suffered then from
dierthoes end scurvy end his whole system wes diseased,

Since Discharge,
James H, Brown Filed July 5, 1882,

Testifies that he sew claiment frequently after the war until
1874: thet he wes then much broken down and wes suffering from a compli-
oation of diseeses,

Seme in sffidevit filed August 26, 1882 states that he wes per-
sonally sequainted with cleiment ‘s condition from his discharge until
1869: that he wes suffering during thst time with diarrhees and piles,
scurvy snd rheumstism and affient thinks he is sefe in saying thet claim-
ant wes wholly unfit for menusl lsbor during those yearTs,

Thos, Brown Filed July 5, 1882.

Testifies thet he sew cleiment very frequently after his discherge
in 1865: he wes then suffering from rheumatism, SCUIVY, -diarrhoee &nd
piles: knew him well until he removed to Kenses in 1878, end believes thet
he wes during thet time wholly unfit fo perform menual lsbor,

In effidavit filed August 26, 1882 testifies to the same effect,
and stetes th#t he does not think there wes & time from 1865 to 1878 in
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2

which claimant did not suffer rheumetism, diarrhoes =nd piles,
A« Mo Thompson, Sr, Filed July 14, 1ssz,

Testifies theat when elaimsnt wes discherged he wes suffering
from diesrrhoea, scurvy and general dibility, and wes very feeble and great-
1y emaciated: sew him often until his removal to Kenses in 1878, and does
not know of eny time from 1870 to 1878 when cleimsnt wag eble to do manuel
labor,

Jos, H. Whiteheed, Filed August 26, 1882,

Testifies thet he is e"neer neighbrr* and that cleiment is un-
&ble te do anything: suffers from disrrhoes, seurvy, rheumetism snd pilles,
D. B, Moore, M, D.)

e ek ] Filed July 5, l18s2,

Testifies that he has trested clsiment for the past three yeers
for diarrhoea end piles:"The blles are not benefited by treetment: the
Aiarrhoee is only temporarily relieved: there is e scorbutic conditien
of system, and cronic rheumatism is continually present: #£ £ #£ #
the diarrhoes comes from slight exertion # # 4# # or from cold, or
the esting of eny food which disagrees with him, snd &t times the piles
are much aggrevoted: the rheumetism affects the amms, legs &nd back, elso

he neck and back nart of the hesd,"

Je We Styedt, )

Filed July 5, 1882,
Concordia, Ks., )

Testifies that claiment during the past three yesrs has been
"wholly" uneble to labor on sccount of dlarrhoea, scurvy end dyspepsia.

James F. Fish, ))

Filed July 5, 1882,
goneoriis, Ks, )

Testifies thet he has known cleiment well the past three yeers
end knows thet he has been wholly unsble to do sny menusl labor: that he
hes suffered constently from chreniec diarrhoes, scurvy, dyspepsis, and

what effiant would cell gemersl dibility.
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J. P, N, Fleury)
Filed
Concordia, Ks. e,
Testifies to gsme fects and in the s&me lengusge as the last

Preceding witness.
A, F. Bishop )
Filed
Concormiia, Kena) T B AN

Testifies that cleiment hes mede affiants house his home the

pest three years: affient knows thet he hes been wholly uneble to do any

labor, suffering constently with chronic disrrhoea, effects of sourvy:

dyspepsia, and genersl dibility,
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Personally appe:z

tlor

+

™
ve™ L

4 ne dig
nav

T e

in corpany L. 186 Regiment N

Rebellion from 1861 to 1865

second.- That he was

Thn

Third,- at

Topeksa, Kanss

said hospital on the

he went immedliately from Topek

ropeka,

for two days and went tc Denver, Colorado

n corbett

o W

most desolete

or about the 26tn

Truscott, Knox county,

February, 17.

red Boston Corbett who for the purpose of

Penagion rollg atates

the followlng

who T

me Boston Corbeti

anted e pension, certificate No, 218,545,

)y 8tate Insane

s 2bout the 16th day

y of May, 1888,

s west to (olorsdo, on foot,~- that

on foot =nd went £irst to Julesburg, Col.,

s

bl

gbout last cf June,1858.

3treet fora bout two months, then

eft the

2 short tine,

Esnsas, but left in about f

town he ever saw,
hester, OKlzhoma,
he next

ith Oscar Gaylord. That
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o
——-

That he has beon sick ever since leaving the Insane hospital,

suffered from Diarrhea, Rheumatism and Seurvy, —- that all
eases were contracted in the army.
st he was never izken prisoner while in the army but was on
1 of the time while in the army. That Capt. Raynor and
cept. Har—igon commended his mpany, alse fol, Bu

Edward Kirk commanded the Regim

and Terrehaute, Indlana,
Terrehaute.
That he has not

from the Insane hospi

he went Ffrom

ver ‘been
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, FOR THE
NORTHFRN DISTRICT OF TEXAS,
AT SAN ANGELO.

The United States
V.

John Corbett, alias James
Corbett, alias Boston Corbett.

On this, the léth day of October, A.D. 1905, came the
United States, by W. H. Atwell, attorney, and the defendant in
person and by attorney, C. H. Jenkins, and both parties having
announced ready for trial, the following indictment was read to
the court and jury, to which indictment the defendant pleaded
"not guilty:"

"At a regular term of the United gtates District Court
for the Northern District of Texas, begun and holden at Abilene,
Taylor County, said state, on the first Monday of October, A.D.
1905, which was the second day of said month, the grand jurors
wherefor good and lawful men duly selected, empancled, sworn and
charged to inquire into and a true presentment made of all crimes
and offenses cognizable under the authority of the laws of the
United States of America, committed within the Northern District of
Texas,upon their oaths give the court to understand and know, that
one John Corbett, alias James Corbett, alias Boston Corbett, om or
about the 20th day of August, A.D. 1904, voluntarily presented
himself before George Hoover, an United States gpecial Pension
Examiner, to give evidence and testimony, and testify, and declare
and depose with reference to a certain pemsion claim and pension

then and there pending before, and in the United Statcs Pension

Bureau at Washington, pistrict. of Columbia, said pension and claim
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