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Glenn Dale Stockwell Sr. (1901-1964) was alife-long resident of the Blue River Valley. He lived in the vicinity
of Randolph and Leonardville, near the area flooded by Tuttle Creek Dam. In 1951, Glenn Stockwell became
president of the Blue Valley Study Association and began coordinating opposition to the Dam. After heavy rains
caused major floodsin Kansasin 1951, advocates of Tuttle Creek pushed for itsimmediate funding and
construction while opponents also intensified their efforts. The earliest item is a 1944 letter from the Corps of
Engineers outlining the history and current status of the Tuttle Creek project. Other early items relate to the
activities of the Blue Valley Study Association under the leadership of J. A. Hawkinson. The bulk of this
correspondence, however, dates from the time Stockwell became president of the group in July 1951. Quite
varied, it includes letters from conservationists, industry supporters, Kansas politicians, U.S. Congressional
leaders, and the Eisenhower administration, among others; letters of advice from Stockwell; and carbon copies of
letters sent by his co-workers.
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10-11-61

Dear Glenn

Flood control has run me out of stationsry. Gladt o have your letter.
We're moving fast as possible to set up state orgenization. You'll
hear about it soon. Chishodm is paying me a visit tomorrow morning
and I'1l try to put the finish-en your job of conversion. Don't have .
any verification on the Tuesday show in Topeka. Mey 'not happen.

RO
Enclosed editorial will interest you. Sent copy of it and Star clipping
to Ralph Will, USDA, suggesting he use it as excuse for Brannan to
igsue statement. Enjoyed the trip to Washington all the way and the
Blue Boys are good companions I find. Came out a few dollars upyon
you on round trip ticket and will use it to cover tip3, etc. and
call 1t even. Move hard on your assoclation set-up in the Blue. Feel
I can.promise you full action on state association.

Yours,

ight Payton
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ARTHUR HAWTHORNE CARHART

2591 EUDORA STREET
DEexvER, CoLORADO

10/12/51
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Jr. Glenn D, Stockwell, President 0CT 12 1951
Blue Valley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

My dear Mr. Stockwell:

The President has referred to this office for reply your telegram
dated August 29, 1951, relative to recent activities of the Corps of
Engineers in the vicinity of the site of the proposed Tuttle Creek
Dam. You request immediate cessation of activity by this agency in
this highly controversial area until Congress can decide the issue by
consideration of H. R. 4386, a bill making appropriations for civil
functions administered by the Department of the Army for the fiscal
year 1952,

This office has been advised by the 0ffice of the Chief of Engineers
that activities by personnel of the Corps of Engineers at and in the
vicinity of the Tuttle Creek Dam site have been limited to preliminary
surveys and investigations only in areas where rights of entry have been
acquired. No funds are available with which to initiate construction of
the project. Such funds can be provided only as the result of congressional
action including the project in an annual appropriation act. Congressional
action on the fiscal year 1952 appropriation has not yet been completed.

You may be assured that the President and the Executive Offices
appreciate the interest of your organization in the equitable solution
of the Kansas River flood problem, Your couwrtesy in advising the
President of your views is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

gam W A=

Qffice of the Director
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

LAWRENCE
October 13, 1951 z 'ﬁ//ﬁ“’ﬂﬁ

Mr. Glenn Stockwell
Randolph,
Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

Enclosed is the paper I promised to send you and which I
wrote for a campus publication here called Upstream. I think
this little magazine will go to press sometime within the next Ao
weeks and at that time you can get a copy of the publication
for about 25¢ each should you be interested in the article,
As a matter of fact, I suppose that separates or reprints of
this article could be run for about 5¢ per copy if their should
be a demand for them., Understand, please, that I am not trying
to sell you anything and I contributed this article without
charge or cost to one of our student publications.

You can see by the paper I wrote that I am not very en-
thusiastic about the Pick=Sloan plan or any other extravagent
dam building program. It seems to me that we have a good
opportunity here to solve our fbod hazard problem in a sensible
way and in a way that will take care of the problem permanently.
It was a pleasure to meet you the other night and my best wishes
are with you.

Sincerely yours,

L TE P /7&%’1,7@-/

Walter M. Kollmorgen
Chairman
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If You Dan't Save the Soil You Won't Need to Save the Cities and Industries

BLUE VALLEY STUDY ASSOCIATION

Devoted to the Conservation of Soil, Water and Human Resources of the Blue River Valley
and the Furtherance of a Co-ordinated Comprehensive Flood Control Program

President: Glenn D. Stockwell Sr. DIRECTORS

Randolph Vance Washington, Manhattan
Vice President: R. G. Thompson, Irving Ray Bergsten, Randolph
Treasurer: Walter Bell, Randolph Iph. K Byron Guise, Marysvill,

ansas ' YEViE
Secretary: F. W. Pfuetze, Randolph Rando i, N. Harwood, Manhattan
J. A. Hawkinson, Bigelow
0et. 15, 1851 W. F. Turner, Waterville
V. E. Hawkinson, Randolph
R. B. Schwartz, Blue Rapids

Mr. Ed Lohmeyer
Hamower, K}nsas

£z LT u 4
Dear Bir:

A lot has been said and written about soil conservation and water-
shed programs, but very little has been accomplished toward the final
goal of having a complete watershed conservation program on our major
rivers. The recent flood has focused public attention on the need for
the conservation of our land, with a program that will also develop
into a means of controlling the run-off water.

We have organized a non-profit association with the intent of en-
couraging the development and conservation of land and water resources.
Literally, as well as symbolically, watershed development should begin
and remain a grass-roots proposition. All conservation is husbandry--
the husbandry of natural resources. And husbandry, like good house-
keeping, like cleanliness, like respect for property, law and values
in general, is a matter of informed personal attention.

Conservation can be taught--it cannot be enforced. To be taught
successfully, its methods and aims should be based on facts, not on
fancy or emotion. Only factual results can be demonstrated. The reason
why conservation is for the citizen and not for govermments, rests in
this one controlling eircumstance--the need is everywhere and ever-present.

In recent years we have turned more and more to govermment agencies
to organize and control our lives. Must we wait until the govermment
sets the pattern for the control of natural resources? Water runs down-
hill, and by this fact makes the watershed a natural unit for conservation.

We are asking a group of people, who we believe are vitally interested
in soil conservation and watershed engineering, to serve as the Directors
of the newly organized Blue Rivers Watershed Association of Kansas. Some
of this group have been personally contacted. Others were selected from
names suggested by your County Soil Conservation Service. We have placed
your name on this list of tentative directors with the hopes that you will
serve and help in the work of organizing the Association.
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We are calling & meeting of the Directors at 8 o'elock Thursday
evening, October 25 at Blue Rapids. The meeting will be held in the
Community House, Blue Rapids, Ks. The purpose of the meeting is to
elect officers and draw up a set of by-laws. Subjects that should be
discussed are policles, goals and means of attaining them, membership
campaign, and of course soil conservation.

In a conference with Hugh Bennett and A. E. Norton of the U. 8.
Soil Conmservation Service, we learned that the Department of Agriculture
has been asked to break down the Young Plan to the Blue River Basin, for
submission to the next Congress. We feel that it is the temper of
Congress at the present time to get a practical demonstration of water-
shed treatment on one complete watershed. We should get ready to offer
the local cooperation that will be necessary for the success of the program.

May we look forward to seeing you at Blue Rapids?

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 158/1328
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Glenn D. Stockwell correspondence

Nrehraska State Jonurnal

MORNING EVENING 5 UNDAY

Lincoln,i, Nebraska
October 15, 1951

Glen Stockwell

Blue Valley Study Ass'n.
Leonardville, Kansas
Dear Mr. Stockwell:

The enclosed letter has been sent to all members
of Nebraska watershed groups., It ies a proJject that will
need the support of each and all of the watershed groups
if we are to get the Job done.

We have felt that 1t would be easier to have each
member contribute a small amount. Will you please send

me a malling list of all your membere so I can get these

letters out to them.

We feel this is one of our most important projects.
-y

81 1. L
n_n?re ¥y ;?u-rs ;/7
oo (Tse A

Leo E. Geler, for

Raymond ,A. MeConnell, Jr.
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0CT-1851 204948 A ==Chk=
G. D. STOCKWELL
LEONARDVILLE, KANSAS

Oet. 15, 1951,

Sperintendent of Documents
Washington, D.C.

Plesse send me the following publications

Ii?poriyﬁ‘ the Presicents Y"ater Resource
Vol.,1l. Water policy 'OrAl"rll n pe I
Cat. lNo, Pr 33,123V ?y/V AL
I/Vo].. 2. ‘en River in Am r
Cat.lNo. Pr 33,
ol. 3. Water resources mn
Yat. No.

1 would al:o like to receive price 1i

1, The Hoo ver Commission, or Commisd on on reorgenizatign

2, of the Executive Dept. and its Task Forces.

Y unr:u,. Of Agricnlture Publications

L ept. Of Interior Publications

He f’o- er bo misiefon Publications

6, HKansas ““iver Basin %Water Pollution Investigation

~Federal ec‘u‘.i.uur Apency, Public “ealth Service

June 1" 8. ) Ao 0l

o T R J FAl
A,,// /4 fx WAL A
Yours truly,

) Sre. et

gtf.
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P. V. EWING, Jr,
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Read the MISSOURI LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

There are 237,697 farms in Missouri.

All others

Of these, 107,015 are Livestock and Dairy farms.

Total Farm Income in Missouri is $893,200,000 annually.

5 *J%WW
i g All others
R
S

Total income annually on the Livestock and Dairy farms in Missouri is $679,700,000.

While the Livestock and Dairy farms comprise only 45 percent of the total number of farms
in Missouri, they receive T6 per-cent of the total farm income in the state.

Missouri Livestock and Dairy farms have an annual average income of $6500.

The average farm income for all farms in Missouri, including Livestock and Dairy farms, is
757,

A large number of Livestock and Dairy farms in Missouri have much higher incomes than
the average.

Livestock and Dairy farmers of Missouri have the cash income to purchase

AUTOMOBILES BETTER SIRES
MILKING MACHINES FEEDS

TRUCKS BIOLOGICALS
FENCING : LIVESTOCK REMEDIES
FARM MACHINERY BUILDING MATERIALS

OTHER MODERN, LABOR-SAVING, MONEY-MAKING EQUIPMENT

Livestock and Dairy farmers in Missouri are progressive, careful, business men. They HAVE
TO BE SHOWN before they buy.

If they are shown that better feed, more modern equipment, better fencing, improved build-
ings will increase their annual income, they will be the best customers you have.

THE MISSOURI LIVESTOCK JOURNAL reaches the top farmers in the Livestock and
Dairy industry in Missouri. It reaches the business men in this industry who have
the money to buy your products.

IT IS THE LOGICAL VEHICLE TO CARRY YOUR ADVERTISING MESSAGE TO
SHOW THESE FARMERS THAT YOUR PRODUCT WILL AID THEM IN
BOOSTING THEIR INCOME FROM LIVESTOCK & DAIRY PRODUCTION.
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We are working for you now—keeping Missouri Livestock first—Your advertising message
will yield MORE RETURNS carried in the

MISSOURI LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Betier Breeding Stock is always in demand—
More than 90 percent of Missouri bred breeding stock is sold to your Missouri
breeder neighbors. Concentrate your advertising where it brings most results. No
waste circulation.

It is the official organ
of several state breed organizations. It gives you the best possible contact with other
Missouri breeders.

Send us the facts—
Are you consigning to a sale? Do ycu have surplus breeding stock for sale? Is
your own sale coming up soon? The more than 5,000 readers of the Missouri
Livestock Journal would like to know the answers. Your advertising message
will let them know what you are doing.

Our fieldmen will help—
Experienced fieldmen are at your service. They'll be glad to stop in and see you.
Just drop us a line.

Keep your herd or flock before the breeders all the time.
Let Missouri Livestock Journal Sell your products or Services.

The United States Department of Agriculture reveals that Missouri is now in the top brack-
et so far as total Livestock and Dairy production is concerned.

MISSOURI LIVESTOCK JOURNAL is dedicated to keeping the Missouri livestockmen
FIRST IN Livestock and Dairy production—both in dollar quantity and quality of
its animals and products.

It is written and edited by Missourians for Missourians. It is produced and printed in Mis-
souri.

This publication brings you the latest information about the Livestock and Dairy industry
in Missouri. It has on its editorial staff the best experts in Livestock and Dairying
that Missouri has.

SUBSCRIBE FOR AND READ THE MISSOURI LIVESTOCK JOURNAL. YOU
WILL LIKE IT AND IT WILL HELP YOU.

USE THE INFORMATION IN IT TO AID YOU IN BUILDING A BIGGER AND
BETTER LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISE.

USE ITS COLUMNS TO CARRY YOUR MESSAGE TO OTHER LIVESTOCK AND
DAIRY FARM OPERATORS IN MISSOURI TO THE MUTUAL BENEFIT
OF ALL.

Subscription price, $1.00 per year—three years, $2.00
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Advertising Rates Are Low

Mechanical Requirements:
Page length, 10 inches.
Width, 3 columns, 634 inches.

Minimum depth of advertising space sold:
1 column—1 inch
2 columns—2 inches
3 columns—3 inches

Space measured rule to rule.
Cuts preferred to mats for best results.

Advertisers may be asked to furnish proof of integrity and responsibility
before advertisements are accepted.

Guaranteed minimum circulation, 5000.

Livestock Advertising Rates Commercial Advertising Rates

1column inch (1/30thpage) . $ 400 _ Per agateline.  ___ __§ 30
3 inches (1/10thpage)  __ $§ MB8/3— Per column inch (14 lines) 420
5 inches (1/6th page). _$ 20.00 Per fourth page (105 lines) . 31.50
Tl inches (1/4th page) . $ 30.00 Per third page (140 lines) 40.00
10 inches (1/3 page). - _ % 40.00 Per half page (210 lines). . __ 60.00
15 inches (1/2 page) $ 60.00 Per two-thirds page (280 lines) 75.00
20 inches (2/3 page).. % 75.00 Per page (420 lines) _.100.00
30 inches (Full page) . . $100.00 Extra color $25.00 additional

Extra color $25.00 additional
Breeders’ Directory—Listing of name
under breed in Breeders’ Directory
costs $10.00 per year, payable in ad-
vance. Additional breeds $5.00 each.
Display advertising used six months or
more entitles advertiser to free list-
ing while advertising runs.

Minimum size of advertisements, 14
lines.

Column width, 13 ems (2 1/6 inches).
Bleed pages, 10% extra.
Classified Advertising rate: 5¢ per
word, $1.00 minimum. 12 inser-
tions for cost of 10. Cash with

copy.

Order Blank

Missouri Livestock Journal

801 Elm St., Columbia, Missouri

Gentlemen: Please insert advertising to occupy

inches in each 1ssue

of the MISSOURI LIVESTOCK JOURNAL commencing with the

issue, and to continue for

whichIamtopay $

months, for
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1f You Decn't Save the Soil You Won't Need to Save the Cities and industries

UE VALLEY STUDY ASSOCIATION

Devote:d to the Conservation of Soil, Water and Human Resources of the Blue River Valley

and the Furtherance of a Co-ordinated Comprehensive Flood Control Program

President: Glenn D. Stockwell Sr. DIRECTORS
Randolph Vance Washington, Manhattan
R. G. Thompson, irving Ray Bergsten, Randolph
Byron Guise, Marysville
N. Harwood, Manhattan
J. A, Hawkinson, Bigelow
W. F. Turner, Waterville
V. E. Hawkinson, Randolph

Vice President:
Treasurer: Walter Bell, Randolph
Secretary: [F. W. Pfuetze, Randolph

Randolph, Kznsas
October 17, 1951.

fres. James A. licCain
Kansas Ptzte College
Manhattan, K.nsas

Dear “ir:

I am enclosing two pampblets pertaining to social
and economic aspects of big d-ms I am a2 farmer and of course
am some what biased in my thinking because of my vocation.
My aim in Xife has bcen to develope a 'philosophy of farming'.
I feel that is the key to our land use problems, When we begin
}o enjoy our land we stop exploiting it. The basis of a ' Balanced
“arming Program' is rural and family satisfaction. Any River
Basin study shonld take into consider:tion the social, psyehological,
and economic iappects of the question.

+ am also enclosing a clipping with [Harold Ickes's

forward on "Muddy Waters".

Fundamentally i feel that the whole basis of justification of flood
is unsound. Toc mich of the cost-henefit is projected on
a national Bmterest, . The most successfly flood control
projects, the Mianm and Mmshegpum projects w designed
and built by local inter sts, the ones that 1-;f‘ei‘i'Le<'.
It is hardt o resist the tendency to spe nd ~eder.l money
but the logical exgension of the theory is infinite as sham
by the recent attempt to secure federal indemification of flood losses.
The tendencr d® too great for “ansas to resist but it shoould
be potmtsd out. A% Prof John 1se poinied ont in a panel discussion
in Lavrence lzst weSKJ“If we accept the princile of fec erzkl
flood contro 1 for ourselves we mst admit the right of others
to to the same protection, Unl we draw a line between
local and national benefits we will be 1e&d il a astronomical
expenditure of money, '
These fundamental questions may be setiled in most peoples
minds but they are not in mine., The extension of the
principles it soil conservation brings into conside
se ordinances They are all evidences of the passing o:
'fronteer' civilization. but £sramrural pldlosopher 's view
popt - not impondersble. lansas as a whole is still !'farmeBd
minded and any flocd control pl-n must be predicated on that
premisef==t if it is to gain popular support. Your committee should
take this into consideration when issuing invit tions to
the meeting and include such organizations Farm Bureau,
Farmers-Union, Agriewttural cemmittees of Pansas “ankers associabion.
Chamber-of Comnere ¢

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 165/1328
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory

SOCIETY
Glenn D. Stockwell correspondence

KANSAS FARM BUREAU p 422 HOUSTON, MANHATTAN
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION TeELEPHONE 3516

October 17, 1951

Mr. Glen G. Stockwell, Sr,
Leonardville, Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

Enclosed herewith you will find a carbon copy of the article

I have prepared on watershed associations for the next issue

of the Kansas Farm Bureau News. I would very much appreciate
having you check the story for accuracy and suggesting any
changes which you deem advisable. I would especially appreciate
having you check on the accuracy of the spelling of names with
which you are famliliar.

In regard to your letter of the 15th, I believe that your
suggestion on using the term watershed engineering is most ap-
propriate and I shall edit it into the copy before sending it
to the printer. In regard to the K-State program on flood
control, I have heard that several prominent speakers will be
present and I feel certain that if President McCain's policies
of administration are carried over into the two day meeting,
there will be no "hedging". One thing that would favor a much
"hotter" session here than at Lawrence is the fact the meeting
will be on "home ground" for practically all of the opponents
to the Pick-Sloan Plan, whereas, the proponents are apt to find
a fairly hostile audience once they get away from the protection
of the Kansas City and Topeka businessmen.

I will appreciate having the enclosed carbon copy returped at
your very earliest convenience and I shall make it a point to
bring your literature back to you within the next few days.

Very truly yours,

(ol

Bob Chisholm :
Press, Radio and Public
Relations Representative
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Jor S. BROWN
ATTORNEY AT Law

suiTz 818 WasHINGTON, KANSAs

1406 G STREET, N. W.
WasHINGTON, D. C.

Washington, KANSAS October 18, 1951

Mr. Glenn D. Stockwell, Sr.
Randolph, Kansas
Dear Glenn:

Congratulations. It appears from the reports in
the papers that we have obtained everything we asked for as
a result of our trip to Weshington D, C. This should guell
those dissident voices who scoffed at our trip.

The reports in the papers are the more particularly
gratifying because they also carry the suggestion of affirmative
program in the appointment of a commission for a comprehensive
survey emboding ell factors raised by the last July flood
pattern. This commission, if carried through, is to our
adventage, reserving the question as to the composition of
the commission. If the commission is loaded top heavy with

men predisposed to one of the flood control programs, we

will have an extremely hard time overcoming their predisposi-
tion. However that may be, it is a bridge that we cannot
cross until that bridge is comstructed.

I would appreciate your telling me, when your time
permits, of the results of your conversation with Mr. Ober-
helman. The more I reflect upon it, the more I believe that
the appointment of a study commission to report to Congress
their findings, the more I am convinced that this lends weight
to my suggestion that some of the Foundations be contacted.
Roger Bebson is an individual that I think should be interested
in & progrem and project of this nature.

If you recall, I believe that there is a transposition
of sddresses of Ed Lohmeyer and Fritz Mueller. Their proper
addresses are:

Ed Lohmeyer - Greenleaf, Kansasj
Fritz H. Mueller - Hanover, Kansas.

Sinc piﬁy, /4?
S

’

S. Brown
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G. D. STOCKWELL
LEONARDVILLE, KANSAS

Octob3l 18, 1951.

Att. Bob Chisholm

I have read you article with interest. The Elue Rivers

Watershed A sociation hassecured its charter snd the board
of directors h:sg bee pointed. We will have a meeting

next week to elect o ers and plan our work. I expect

he Watershed Association to be primarily interested in
furtherinz soil conservation secondarily in flood control.
Flood control in Bansas will necescarily be a coordinated

plan.. Our group will A¢ intersted
is placed on soil conservation, ¢ engineering and dowvn
stresm enginecering. Mo one phase vill lve the problem

and if we want flood control in Pansas we must have a meeting
of minds and resolve our differences. We in the Flue Valley

h_ve received the label of R Anti-bam'. Ve feel thet thisis
a mis-nomer. We have endeavored to focus poblic opinion on
the need for an intergated program that vwill be of .State siide
benafit water shed wide benefit not merely lower valey
benefit. We have been 'anti—=dam! not beczuse of the bigness
of the dam but because of the methods and statements used to
secure the big dams. Statements that magnify the benefits and
disrezard the costs and damages. I feel your article should
develope this viewpoint. The reason feeling is running so =

JEiE against the Tuttle Creek danm is maily beeause of “ems—+ieks

~statemertss4 Crorps Uf Engineers shehememis erroneous statements
congernine the effects tiHuttle Creek n wouhd have had on
th e recent flood., If one side is going to promote their p rojects

by emotions then the only defense is an emotional appeal

3 We are in hepes that-the pePo 1 panel discussion to

be held at K.S5.C. ¥ produce facts not wtional appeals.
Dick & rs has been i) on our Fncorporaion
papers and would be glad to show them 3 b
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.}(amaa .ijafe Co!&ge

Manhattan, Kansas

President’s Office October go, 1951

Mr, Glenn D, Stockwell
Randolph
Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

Thank you so much for your letter of October 18 and
its enclosures, I shall read the two pamphlets with keen
interest. I am returning the clipping containing Harold
Ickes forward to the book, Muddy Waters: The Army Engineers
and the Nation's Rivers. I am immediately ordering a copy
of this book.

I enjoyed my visit with you very much,

Sincerely yours,

Jamgs A, McCain

Enclosure
£
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ION DISTRICT

afFFicE: MARYSVILLE, KANSAS

S0ARD OF SUPERVISORS: ; v Member, 0. W. JONES,
Chairman, FRED A. PRELL, Frankfort

Bremen

Vice-Chairman, H. L. FELDHAUSEN, - : ASSISTANT SUPERVISORS:
Frankfort ] o — o < GEORGE UNGERER, Marysville
Secretary, C. C. GASTON, “With the right to own goes the duty to conserve.” FRED HEISERMAN, Oketo

Axtell
s OE RUNDUS, JR., Blue Rapids
Treasurer, GEORGE L. BLASER. Marysville, Kansas ! T lue Rapids

Iateeric October 22, 1951

Mr. W. E. Turner
Waterville, Kansas

Dear Mr. Turner:

We are sending you the following information about the district as you
requested when you called the office Friday.

1. There are 561,682 acres of farm land in Mershall County.

2. To date, the distriect has recdived 1626 applicationms, covering
347,175 acres.

3. To date, 1286 conservation plans have been written. These
conservation plaas cover 296,122 acres.

There are approximately 2750 farms in Marshall County.

Very truly yours,

'f ¢ Zo Jueille Saathoff, Clerk

el B N
5 iree
Z D
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
LAWRENCE

Ao
_/:/"u £ /} s /c%-/::/—‘ - X

'jH s = / 7.-:. - 7/4‘7-——\1?
T %,%V o, ZHl et~
'% et /.’ g ‘:‘-:—;—‘{ t/d’-["“' = ‘:/. & d
L -:,;_Z_.q. =, /* T s

Lot 5 ~'—~u—
e / beves . /” P e ,z
//:?'“17_) ‘,r 2o S e L._,,‘./ P jv‘?—z =
—tp F "7 ‘-‘”‘-’v-"-uxfféfafjfg di'#, f%
M : '%"‘“/\("/ /ch._ Sl S e

__74__11/ ’_-‘__,_.=__‘7[: T _}M X

S N RO
‘-\/ 7:_4‘—“1 ez A e »

el i

ap fa?“g,./ A«’) P —~7‘ —’y‘?t.-’m..r

':,7’1{* i ‘/4 /l_ﬁ_z“_h__ /;fug-/
.--—1-"./‘ s [‘-_—-"
/ / 2~ e
)/,'///:;.(?“;r /"\/J- "'{;z"‘-‘—‘-zy_.-

/{4-—;_ =

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 171/1328

Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

L

A

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Glenn D. Stockwell correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 172/1328
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Glenn D. Stockwell correspondence

ALBERT M. COLE

COMMITTEE:
isT DisT., Kansas

BANKING AND CURRENCY

RALPH A. PATTERSON
SECRETARY

Congress of the United States
FBouse of Representatives
Waghingtor, B. €.

October 26, 1951

Mr. Glen Stockwell
Randolph, Kanses

Dear Friend:

As you know, the House Subcommittee of Agriculture
will hold hearings Wednesday, October 31, beglinning at
10:00 a.m, in the House of Representatives chamber at the
State Caplitoel.

I sugrest that if you would like to meke a2 statement
et the hearing you write a letter addressed to the Subcommittee
at 1200 Harrison Street, Topeka, Kansas.

Sincerely yours,

’

7

&

ATfert M. Cole, M.C.

7
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Oct. 20, 1951.

Mr. Leo E, géier-
The Lincoln Journal
lincoln, MNebraska.

Dear My, Gaier:

I reply to yout recent letter conserbing the
proposed watershed newsletter, I am enclosing my cheeck for $25,00
to help get the letter started. Our org nization is still in the
formative stage but we should be in a place to help with the project.

Sinee the July flo od the interest in watershe: developemen
has grown by leaps and bound in Sanses. I large part of the effort
of our Association has been necessarily been used in bloecking
the Tuttle Creck dam appropiation. Ve now hope that Congress
will act on the reccomendation og the conference report and

establish a Misouri River Commission to study the situation.

= Ee have formed the ' Hlue Rivers Watershed Association

of "ensas', We have incorporated and have appointed the directors
and’ elected officers. As soon as our membership blanks come from
the printers we will be ready to go to worke I am enclosing a
1list of officers and directors. We expect to put on an intensive
s0il cons rvation drive this winter in a attempt to
or more of the farmers signed up with SCS. Some of the counties

are 60% signed now.

Igstorday we formed a Ksnsas Waatersheds Assoclation
in Topeka. Dwight Payton, Overbrock; Edith Monfort, Readingj dJ.W.
Farmer, Burekaj J.T.Heinen, Cawker Cityj William Avery; Wa elds

Glenn’ Stockwell, Randolphj Raymond Wegner, Ozaride; ~01iff Strattony
Topekaj and Sen W.H.White, Council Grove were ahosen for the
of Directors,

I wae in Washington a few weeks ago and met with
Hugh Bermett and Mr, Norton of SCS. Mr. Norton told me that
they had rec-ived a directive to break down the “ t of
Agriculture!s Plan for the Missouri River “asin , H. Doce 373
@nto a plan for the Big Elue, This would carry a blanket auth-
orization for the entire watershed and save a lot of work in
securing individual authoriszation for each watershed.

The flood lest summer showed the f allacy of depending
on big dams for flood control, People are slowly begimning to
re:lige the loss represented by the millions of tons of silt

deposited in the cities, We are in hopes of usiig this public
interest in developing a Kansas Flood Control Flan that will
utilige the recent developements in watershed engineeringe

The University at _awrence and the Kansas State College
a:allhnlnttm are planning dn holding educational forums lt:ri}';ing

ltoso%nt the ¢ with the blem, We are

pnttoﬁim sas in gt“gliead in the dglv-glopemt of 1u?nd and
water ut tion. I hope to see theday when you Hebrasika
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e hill.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
LAWRENCE

October 30, 1951

Mr, Jim Reed
Executive Editor
Topeka Daily Capital
Topeka, Kansas

Dear lr. Reed:

I have been out of town for a good many days so this reply to your
inquir$§s of October 18 is somewhat delayed.

Your request for a paper on flood control programs arrived not long
after the editor of a local student publication, known as Upstream, asked
me to prepare a similar paper, but one of greater length. Although I
was pressed for time I prepared a2 manuscript with somewhat over L,000
words for Upstream,which magazine should be published sometime this week;
although the publication could be somewhat delayed because the students
are finding difficulties in finding a printer. At sy rate, I am
enclosing a copy of the paper I prepared rather hurriedly and apparently
it contains the kind of material you w Wot be possible for you
to extract a somewhat shorter paper from this manuscript and ackmowledge
its source? If, this doesn't et your purposes, I try to re
material myself to the length that you have requ « If the above
suggestion doesn't meet your approval let m how I can be of service

Sincerely yours,
e P 7
/) ,/ar e, //"-L“/ R Y o

Walter M. Kollmorgen
Chairman
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SRS G S A e g

FLOODPLAINS SOMETIMES FLOOD

by Walter M. Kollmorgen

We should not be surprised if simners sometimes sin and flood-
plains sometimes flood. Sinning and flooding seem to be well- estab-
lished habitse. Although much money has been spent on ooth, so far

~the results are not reassuring.

As a matter of fact, it is improper to pair these two expressions
of nature and to imply that floods are in any sense unusual or anti-
social. The civilizations--and populations-—-of China, Japan, Egypt,
and much of India were made possible by stream deposits; it seems
somewhat unkind, therefore, to picture a flooding river as a vicious
beast that has escaped its cage. For that matter, what would happen
to the agricultural reputation of Douglas County, or northeast Kansas,
if we disdained to use our rich alluvial lands? The alluvial desposits
along the Kaw River, LO to 80 feet deep, were deposited by flood waters.
Now that we have established farms, homes, and cities in this and
other floodways, we seem to be surprised and outraged when flood waters
cover a floodplain and bring additional deposits of alluvium. Wide-
spread is the clamor that the flooding beasts be contained and put in
their cages, and that the door be sccurely locked. At general public
expense, of course. The propaganda barrage to which the people of
Kansas are now being subjected has convinced many that flood control
is a rather simple matter when public money is appropriated in "rea-
sonable" amounts to carry out various plans. Unfortunately, a solu-

tion is not that simple.

A number of Sundays ago the great flood-control expert Drew
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Pearson lectured Kansas congressmen and citizens on their stubborness
and political cussedness with regard to flood control. TWhy had not
Congress approved flood control appropriations for all these years

the TVA has provided us with an example of a perfect solution to the
problem? Pearson, no doubt, has seen much of the TVA gospel lit—
erature which that govermment agency distritutes with a generous hand.
The TVA has in fact liberated the Tennessee Valley from flood hazards
' by the simple expedient of flooding the entire valley permanently

behind a whole series of dams reaching from the mouth of the river

to its headwaters in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Thousands of people

; were removed from the valley and their former home sites now lie
permanently under water. This is a cure with a vengeance. It brings
to mind the observation of an evected farmer from that walley who
compared the TVA cure with his neighbor's cure for hog cholera. He
promptly shot all diseased hogs and burned them.

The TVA experiment cost this nation about one billion dollars
and is spite of all reports which enanate from that agency, the
experiment is not paging off. Particularly embarrassing is the
large amount of money allocated to navigation, which falls far short
of what planners and politicians had prediced. The great transportation
economies which were predicted, and which you and I paid for, simply
have not been realized, If the excessive millions allocated to river
navigation development would be added to TVA power costs, if inderest
were paid on the federal money used, and federal taxes were paid,
the TVA myth of cheap power would socon explode.

A different kind of flood protection could have been brought

to the Tennessee Valley at much less expense to the nation. Lands
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that flooded periodically could have been zoned against farmsteads,
homes, and many types of permanent improvements. Higher ground in and
adjacent to the valley is ample to hold all of these, and so no life
would have been in jeopardy. At the same time, farmers could have
farmed their land in perpetuity, commuting from the high ground to the
low ground to carry on their field operations. After all, what right
has a floodplain farmer to call con society to protect him from high
water when he chooses to live next to a river, especially when that
river has made his farm superior in productivity? As much as nearly
250 years ago the King of France recognized the fundamentals involved
in situations of this kind in the settlements the French established
along the Lower Mississippi River. He made it clear to these people

Mthat the grantee would build levees at his own expense and that what-

‘ever property loss he suffered from floods was a servitude indjcent

Eto his grant."

Cities and towns on floodplains of course clamor for flood pro=-
tection. City homes in floodplain areas, however, are frequently
glummy affairs and they might as well be razed and replaced by better
houses on higher ground. Society would show more consideration for
the poor people in these slums by housing them better on safe ground

'_ than by building multi-million doltar dams so that some real estate
iinterests are protected.

Perhaps some industrial developments are justified in floodplain
areas and it would be entirely possible to protect them with local but
restricted levees. Levees in floodplains, however, should be restricted
so that flood water can spread widely at shallow depths. Extensive

levees merely serve to concentrate excess water in parts of floodplains
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/and in this way they may benefit some people at the expense of hurting

others. If you doubt this, study the flood problem that has been in-

tensified in the backwater areas above the mouths of the Arkansas

\ River, the Red River, the Yazoo River, and others.
{

The above facts and observations dealing with the Tennessee
Valley and other floodplains haver pertinence for those of us who
are faced with the Kaw floodplain problem. TWe can have more or less
complete flood protection in this valley—-for a time--if we develop
a series of stair-step lakes up and down the valley and flood the
whole floodplain after we have removed all the people and their im-
provements from the lowlands. This is the TVA method and the farmer's
ﬁethod who "cured" cholera the complete way. We can have partial pro-
tection if only a limited number of dams are built. Note, however,
that the several dams now sponsored by the Army Engineers and advocates
of the Pick-Sloan plan as urgent would not have given us protection
this summer. No set of dams now in the blueprint stage would have
done that. Consequently these urgent dams are only a beginning of a
complex maze of water-control works now advocated by the dam builders.

The Kaw floodplain is not wide, as floodplains go. Nor is the
Missouri floodplain. Why should many hundreds of the best farms we
now have in the state be flooded behind dams so that other farmers can
live within a stone's throw of either of these rivers? Many farmers
in western Kansas farm land that lies 10, 20, and 30 miles distant from
their homes and think nothing of it. Farmers now living in the lowlands
along the Kaw and Missouri could be given help to relocate their farm-

steads on higher terraces or adjacent uplands where they would always
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