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Section 4, Pages 91 - 120

Glenn Dale Stockwell Sr. (1901-1964) was alife-long resident of the Blue River Valley. He lived in the vicinity
of Randolph and Leonardville, near the area flooded by Tuttle Creek Dam. In 1951, Glenn Stockwell became
president of the Blue Valley Study Association and began coordinating opposition to the Dam. After heavy rains
caused major floodsin Kansasin 1951, advocates of Tuttle Creek pushed for itsimmediate funding and
construction while opponents also intensified their efforts. The earliest item is a 1944 letter from the Corps of
Engineers outlining the history and current status of the Tuttle Creek project. Other early items relate to the
activities of the Blue Valley Study Association under the leadership of J. A. Hawkinson. The bulk of this
correspondence, however, dates from the time Stockwell became president of the group in July 1951. Quite
varied, it includes letters from conservationists, industry supporters, Kansas politicians, U.S. Congressional
leaders, and the Eisenhower administration, among others; letters of advice from Stockwell; and carbon copies of
letters sent by his co-workers.

Date: 1944-1957
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P. G, Box 713
Lincoln 1, Nebrasla
September 10, 1951
Mr. Glen Stockwell, President
Blue Valley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

Dear lMr. Stockwell:

It occurred to me that you might be interested in the attached paper that
was given by Melvin O, Steen at the North American Wildlife Conference in
San Antonio, in 1947, Some of the figures quoted are relative appropriations
for Soil Conservation Service, and the civil funcbions for the Corps of
Engineers are of course out of date in 1951. I have taken the privilege of
inserting the 1952 fiscal year figures in red pencil at the bottom of page 5.
I thought you would be particularly interested in the statement beginning
about the middle of page 5.

Since this paper was given officially at the public meeting, I am sure there
would be no question of the propriety of quoting any part of the paper,
anywhere, either in print or in a meeting, should you care or have occasion
to do so.

I have been much interested in getting the data from the U. 5. Geologic Survey
River gauge at Randolph, Kansas. The figures are not available for public
distribution at this time, but lir. Speigel of their Topeka office, indicated
to me this data would be available within a matter of weeks.

Since the Corps of Engineers have said so forthrightly that Tubtle Creek Dam
would have haed a significant effect in reducing the flood damage in Kansas
City, Topeka, Manhattan, etc., I thought it would be very interesting and
probably wortiwhile to compare the maximum discharge of the Kaw River at flood
crest at Kansas City in second feet, with what the river gauge showed at
Randolph, Kansas. I recall having seen in the paper a statement attributed to
the Corps of Engineers that the Kaw was discharging 660,000 second feet at its
maximum flood stage in June. I understand now that there are those who think
it stould be revised upward. I doubt very much whether the Blue will show
muck more than 6200 to 6500 and probably less than this at Randolph. It,
therefore, would appear very strange to conclude that even if the entire
inflow of 6500 second feet were being detained how the Tuttle Creek Dam would
have had much effect on a flood that was discharging 600 to 700,000 second feet.

T think the more exact data that can be obtained and placed before the proper
people the better will be the chances of getting a sound and accurate deci-
sion on this whole matter of flood control with particular reference %o
whether Tuttle Creek should or should not be built. In my present official
capacity as employee of the Soil Conservation Service, I am somewhat handi-
capped in what I can either write or say publicly; bub in the interest of what
is best for the country and the people generally, I shall be most happy to dig
up information, facts, and figures for the use of your association at any

time T can. So don't hesitate to call on me if there is a chance I can perform

any such service at any time.
S?erely yogrs,

A. E. Jones
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RILBY COUATY
80IL GONSERVATION DISTRICT
Manha, ]
» 4952

Eangag S8oil Conservation Digte
wigh express their foeling in ree
Distriot as an orgenlsation dedioated to
matural resourge » tue land, foel that flood contrel
ongervation of eoil not enly %o be physisally effestive
in the interest of the natiens economy.

rooommend that priority be given te programs that ere designed
tor whigre it falls thareby

it

g!

Control where it has been used in the lidwest has proven
go that in the nstiomal inberost appropriations fer floed
; be given first priority.

This letter ume unanimously the Board of Supervisors at a
m»ua:mu. I;thznm,m y

Yery truly yours,

Co As Orumbaker, Chalrman
Board of Superviscrs
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September 12, 1951,
Mr. Ned L. Larson
Atwater, Minneecta.

Dear Mr. Larsoni

Thie will acknowledge your letter of September 5 favoring a complete watershed
program for the Blus River Velley instead of the proposed Tuiile Croek Dam for the
purpose of flood control.

It is my understanding that Congreseman Hope of the House Committee on agriculture

has urged that a sub committee undsr the chairmanehip of Representative Pcage of Texas
be ereated to look into the problem outlined in your letiers Assurance has been given
Mr. Hope that the Committee will review the situation which confronts the reesidente of

the area.

Sincerely yours,
Prod Marshall, M.0s

Soptember 14, 1951.

$Esaled, L hATESR

Tear Mr, Larnoni

This is in respunec to your recent letter concerning the Tuttle Creel Project in
Kaneess I have noled earefully the comments ou makes

Becauoe of your chservations, I have made a particularly ceref:l inquiry into this
ratters The situetion, actually, is that the Project was suthorized bac in 1938 and
elso gzein in the Flood Control Act of 1944, To date, £260,000 for planning of the
Project hane been appropriated; the planning hos been coneluded, and the Project is
now ready for conatruction.

The Senate, in connection with an approprietion for the Project, spprove’ the budzet
requeet of £3,000,000, Thie item wae contslned in the Civil Punetions Appropriations bill,
This bill will shortly come before the joint conference cormittec for adjustment of
Senate-~House differences. As a member of the conference Nommittes, Ican assure you

that we shall give atiecntion 4o this item, and T bhall have in mind what you say.

Sincerely yourc.
EBdward Je« Thye, U.,8.5.
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ALBERT M.COLE COMMITTEE:
15T DIST.. KKANSAS BANKING AND CURRENCY

RALPH A. PATTERSON

L Congress of the Enited States
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

September 12, 1951

Mr. Glen D, Stockwell

Randolph, Kansas

Dear Glen:

I mailed to you today, under separate cover, the
hearings and committee report of the Senate Appropriations
Committee on the Civil Functions appropriations. These
are the hearings that Mrs. Lungren requested by telephone
today.

H.R. 5215, committee report of which you requested
by wire on September L, is a supplemental appropriations bill,

which has been passed by the House, but has not been considered
by the Senate Appropriations Cemmittee thus far,

Sincerely yours,
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MYRON V. GEORGE COMMITTEE

3o DIsTRICT, KANSAS

PUBLIC WORKS

CONSOLIDATION OF FORMER

WASHINGTON ADDRESS: COMMITTEES ON

e e Congress of the United States e

Roaps

House of Repregentatives PustIc BuLoGE 110 Graeos
Waghington, B, €,

September 12, 1951

Mr. G. D. Stockwell, Sr., President
Blue Valley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

This is to acknowledge receipt of copy of "Valley
Outlines Views on Flood", which appeared in "The Topeka State
Journal," Friday August 31, 1951. I have studied the contents
of this article and expect to discuss with the members of the
House Fublic Works Committee the recommendations outlined therein,

As you no doubt know, both the House and Senate
Public Works Committee authorized the Tuttle Creek Dan many
years ago. Several of the members who took this former action
are still on these committees. I do not know whether they will
be willing at this time to reconsider their earlier affirma-
tive action.

As I have stated on many occasions, I am interested
in the flood control problem for all of Kansas, but I do
represent the southeast corner of Kansas, which is primarily
concerned with the leosho, Verdigris and Arkanszs River water—
sheds. Uur rivers in that section have been out four times this
year and have over-flowed twenty times in the last ten years.

I am vitally interested in seeing that something is done to
protect the river valleys in the Third Yistrict of Kansas.

As stated above, I shall call to the attention of
the committec the contents of your letter.

Sincerely yours,

Georgé
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DENNIS CHAVEZ, N. MEX., CHAIRMAN

JOHM L. MC CLELLAN, ARK,
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA.

EARLE €. ELEMENTS, KY.

HARRY P. CAIN, WASH.
EDWARD MARTIN, PA.
GEQRGE W. MALONE, NEV.
HENRY C. DWORSHAK, IDAHO

" e case, 5. om Winifed Diafes Denale

FRANK BURNETT, CHIEF CLERK
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

September 12, 1951

Mr. G. D. Stockwell, Sr., President
Blue Valley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

Thank you kindly for your letter of recent date regarding
flood control. I am glad to have this expression of your
views and appreciate your writing to me.

With cordial regards, I remain

Yours faithfu:/z,( WI

[ | SPESSARD L. HOLLAW
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-

BURNET . MAYBANIC, 8. C., CHAIRMAN

J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK. HOMER E. CAPEHART, IND,

BLAIR MOCDY, MICH.

JOHN W. BRICKER, OHIO
IRVING M. IVES, N. Y.
ANDREW F. SCHOEPPEL, KANS.

emememesmem® - Alnifed Dlates Denale

e et COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY

September 13, 1951

G. D. Stockwell, Sre., President
Blue Valley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

Dear friend Stockwell:

I am in receipt of your communication urging a restudy of flood
control methods and giving me your views on flood control.

After serious and exhaustive study, I am convinced that no one
plan - standing alone - will do the job. I think it will take a combination
of all types, that is, dam projects, soil consérvation, dykes, terracing,
etc. in order to prevent a recurrence of the recent devastating flood

damage .

On August 15, 1951; the Senate passed the following appropriationms,
based on the recommendation of the Army Engineers and the Bureau of the
Budget :

Tuttle Creek $5 million
Toronto $3 million
Hutchinson $1.9 million
Wichita $500,000
(In addition Wichita had available for that project
$1,250,000 which the Army Engineers considers to be
available on the Wichita project in addition to the
$500,000)

This does not mean that consideration will not be given to other
key projects too, in the flood areas in Kansas, either on the tributaries
of the Kaw or the Neosho, Verdigris, Cottonwood and Marias de Cygne, but
I cannot tell you now what projects would be approved for planning money
or for implementation. That is going to depend upon the strong priorities
that should be given with reference to the devastating effect of these
last two or three floods and I hope you will understand.

Personally, I cannot see any of the Kansas structures being built
or utilized for power purposes. To do this, in my humble opinion, would
ruin the flood control phases of these dams and would take far more land
out of cultivation.

I supported the Pick-Sloan plan when I was Governor of Kansas, when
it was first started. I was also in favor of combining all the factors
necessary to utilize it to the greatest possible extent.
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We must do something to alleviate these floods and I want you to
know how I honestly feel about it even though some may disagree with me.
These disagreements are honest differences of opinion, and each is entitled
to his own - but we must move ahead.

Thanks for writing me.

Sincerely,

- %omwwé

P.8. In addition to the appropriations listed above, on August 30, 1951, the
Budget Department advised the Congress that the President recommends
supplemental funds for the Bureau of Reclamaticn for construction of:

Kirwan Reservoir $3.2 million
Planning funds for Webster,
Wilson and Glen Elder $1.8 million
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Excerpts from speech of Senator Andrew F. Schoeppel on the Floor
of the Senate, September 12, 1951:

Ngx*¥Mr. President, I am wondering when the Congress will take
action on those measures. We rush through important measures in this
body, and that also happens on the other side of the Capitcl Dome. All
those measures are important, of course. The other day we passed a bill
authorizing the appropriation of $7,500,000,000 for Europe. We are now
considering & most important bill, appropriating $61,000,000,000 to pro-
tect the national security and to provide for defense.

Important as are those bills, I am firmly convinced that our
domestic difficulties are equally important. In my judgment, the authoriza-
tion of the appropriation of $7,500,000,000 was no more important than is
the rehabilitation of those who live within a great area who so recently
suffered a disaster of catastrophic proportions caused by the floods.

Press reports indicate that representatives of foreign nations
are presently in our Capital. Recently they have been here seeking relief
for some of their difficulties. Do I think they are entitled to any more
consideration than the folks at home? Candidly, I do not. I could re-
count the aid we have given to other foreign peoples and projects, and
guickly. The present session of the Congress is expected to come to a
close, as some think, around October 1. I wonder whether it is the in-

tention of those in charge of the agenda of the schedules providing the

times at which various measures shall be taken up for consideration to

allow the bill providing aild for the flood sufferers - important as I

think this bill is - to remain in committee unacted upon. It is important

to the people of the affected areas. It was sufficiently important that

the President of the United States made a tour of inspection of the devastated
area, following which he sent a message to the Congress. I am sure that he,
with all the rest of us, expected expeditious handling of the matter, and

that it is the intention of those who have the responsibility of channeling
this proposed legislation, to take some positive action as rapidly as possible,
and before this session closes. I think it no more than fair to ask, WHEN

WILL IT BE DONE?"
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KENNETH MCKELLAR, TENN., CHAIRMAN
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. STYLES BRIDGES, N. Ho
RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. HOMER FERGUSON, MICH.
PAT MCCARRAN, NEV. KENMETH . WHERRY, NCBR.
JOSEPH ©, 0'MAHONEY, WYO. GUY CORDON, OREG.

DENNIS CHAVEZ, N. MEX. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS. >
RHET . MAYBANI, 5. - MILTGN . YOUNG, N. DAK. [ { h '%i { ’% _[
ALLEN 4. FLLENDER, LA. WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. e ales enaie

ARD 3. THYE, MINN.
::‘:f:v::::r::;.ﬁﬂ. VAL :i::ﬁ:ﬂ. ECTON, MONT. COMMITTEE ON AFFROPRIATIONS

JOMM L. MCCLELLAN, ARK.
A WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA.

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK
CECIL H. TOLBERT, ASST. CLERK

Washington, D. C.
September 13, 1951

Mr. G. D. Stockwell, Sr.
President

Blue Valley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

I was very glad to have your recent
commnication. Although I am sure you do not
expect me to enswer it in detail, I do want
you to know that I appreclate having your views
as such expressions are most helpful to us here
in the Senate.

Sincerely yours,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
506 Rudge Building
Lincoln 8, Nebraska

September 1k, 1951

Mr. G. D. Stockwell
Leonardville, Kansas

Dear Mr. Stockwell:

I am sending you, under separate cover, six copies each of the
two reports requested in your letter of September 9.

Very truly yours,

Harry A. Steele
Agricultural Economist
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ALBERT M. COLE COMMITTEE:
1sT DIsT., KANSAS BANKING AND CURRENCY

RALPH A. PATTERSON

PR Congress of the United States
FBouse of Representatives
Washington, B. C.

1l September 1951

Mr. Glen D. Stockwell
Leonardville, Kansas

Dear Glens

Today, I have a request from you under date of 9 September
in which you ask for the report of the sub-committee on Civil
Functions of the War Department.

You should have this report by now, since I mailed it to
you on the 12th, at’ the request of Mrs. Lungren. I did use
Randolph as a mailing address. So, if you do not have them, you
might check the Randolph post office.

I am returning the three dollars you sent to me.

Sincerely,

%1&, M.C.
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BEN F.JENSEN
7H DisT., lowa

Congresgs of the nited States
Bouge of Representatives
Washington, . €.

September 14, 1951

Mr, G. D, Stockwell, Sr., President
Blue Velley Study Association
Randolph, Kansas

Dear Mr, Stockwell!

I was pleased to recieve your letter with
attached data in regard to Turtle Creek Dam.

You may be sure that I sball make a thor-
ough study of tris matter in due time, after which I
will state my position clearly and definitely.

Sincerely yours,

748 \%ji\‘“. O ensen
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