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Glenn Dale Stockwell Sr. (1901-1964) was alife-long resident of the Blue River Valley. He lived in the vicinity
of Randolph and Leonardville, near the area flooded by Tuttle Creek Dam. In 1951, Glenn Stockwell became
president of the Blue Valley Study Association and began coordinating opposition to the Dam. After heavy rains
caused major floodsin Kansasin 1951, advocates of Tuttle Creek pushed for itsimmediate funding and
construction while opponents also intensified their efforts. The earliest item is a 1944 letter from the Corps of
Engineers outlining the history and current status of the Tuttle Creek project. Other early items relate to the
activities of the Blue Valley Study Association under the leadership of J. A. Hawkinson. The bulk of this
correspondence, however, dates from the time Stockwell became president of the group in July 1951. Quite
varied, it includes letters from conservationists, industry supporters, Kansas politicians, U.S. Congressional
leaders, and the Eisenhower administration, among others; letters of advice from Stockwell; and carbon copies of
letters sent by his co-workers.
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ALBERT M. COLE

COMMITTEE:
15T Dist., KANSAS

BANKING AND CURRENCY

RALPH A. PATTERSON

Gl Congress of the United States
Bouse of Representatives

Wiashington, . €.

April 2l, 1952

Mr, Glenn Stockwell
Randolph, Kansas

Dear Glenn:
I am enclosing copy of a letter I have written Dwight
Payton as President of the Kansas Watersheds Association,
It is my idea that one witness should appear from Kansas
representing the point of view of the Watersheds Association.
This witness should be thoroughly qualified to discuss
the jurisdictional problems involved in flood control legisla-
tion, Therefore, it is my judgment that you should carefully
select the person most copnizant in this field.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

(At

Albert M, Cole, M.C.
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THE LAWRENCE PAPER COMPANY - PAPER MILL AND FACTORY : LAWRENCE, KANSAS . CORRUGATED FIBREBOARD - JAYHAWK BOXES -

April 28, 1952

Mr. Glenn D. Stockwell, Sr.
Randolph, Kansas

Dear Glenn:

Enclosed find copy of letter from John B. Gage, Chairman of the Flood
Control Committee of Kansas City, Missouri.

I have written Governor Leedy asking for an appointment and when I get
it will ask Mr. Gage to go along.

I have written Mr. Gage that I have taken it up with Dwight Payton, Pres-
ident, as to any suggestions he may have as to procedure in selecting and
paying for independent engineers or experts.

Of course, Kansas would only be expected to pay her share of expert ser-
vice for the Missouri Basin and they would reserve sovereign rights as
to the selection of experts and the scope of the survey.

Probably before entering into such negotiations, we should confer with
the Governor, some of the Chambers of Commerce and our own mem-
bers.

The writer could perhaps sit down with Mr. Gage and work out a tenta-
tive procedure. Before doing this, the writer would like to have your
advice or directions as the matter might run into a considerable sum of
money.

As you know, the writer has been rather persistent in the idea that we
should try to get a plan and solution on the Delaware Watershed with the
idea that we would have something pretty concrete in hand in order to
unify our ideas and strengthen our judgment.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 395/1328
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Glenn D. Stockwell correspondence

Mr. Glenn D. Stockwell, Sr.
April 28, 1952
Page 2

It could do no harm to ask the Kansas City people to share this guinea
pig development with us since it would be almost as valuable to them as
it would to us.

The writer would not advise having undue delay before we pass on to Mr.
Gage either some suggestion for action or a statement that we look favor-
ably on a joint action. ,

Yours respectfully,

Irving Hill,
President

dt
Enc.

cc Dwight Payton
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THE LAWRENCE PAPER COMPANY . PAPER MILL AND FAGTORY . LAWRENCE, KANSAS . CORRUGATED FIBREBOARD - JAYHAWK BOXES .

- P\ oy e ./:‘ .‘.-':j,e
May 6, 1952 ‘\J Sty il S TR
Ve : L
W f

Vv

Mr. Glenn D. Stockwell, Sr.
Congressional Hotel
Washington, D. C.

Dear Glenn and Dwight:

Enclosed is copy of letter to N. A, M. and copy of letter of February 25,
1952.

The N, A, M, members in Washington, D.C., on my list for Natural Re -
sources are:

James W. Douthat
Lambert H. Miller
William Neal

918 - 16th Street, N. W.

fl/

Edward H. Graham L

Chief Biology Division "3
Soil Conservation Service '/"""/' Lo L -

f) M U.S. Dept. of Agriculture T

Ipresun-t/E H. Graham is friendly -- ask N.A.M.

Enclosed also is copy of letter to Justin D. Bowersock III.

/ Cheerio - luck. o) LA 14

- Irving Hill,
' Vice President
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Rirk McFarland, President Lamar Phillips, Treasurer Julia Duke, Secretary
80§ W. 60th, Kansas City 5, Mo. Ottawa, Kansas 2381 Ashland, St. Joseph, Mo.

Oliver Stevenson, First Vice-President Stanley F. Spencer, Second Vice-President Z. R. Hook, Third Vice-President
Nebraska City, Neb. Arknnsas City, Kansas Munhattan Kansis

WHessoani- /nkansas Basins Plood Contrel s¥sscciation
SOUTH DAKOTA IOWA NEBRASKA KANSAS MISSOURI

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NOEL T. TWEET
TOWN HOUSE
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND 'E BOARD

ISLATIVE COMMITTEE

WILLARD BREIDENTHAL
Chairman

1 JAMES R. SMITH EDWIN MILLS
Yankton, S, D. Osceala, Mo.

MARTIN A. SLEMP
Volin. S. D.

2 HERMAN HARMES
Haptburg, lowa
OLIVER STEVE ;
Nebraska City, nville, Mo.

4 WALTER ANDREWS AT KL TN

Felix Ave, Warrc H
St. Joseph, Mo,
¥ WIBLARD ER
KIRE McFARLAND Rivervi
EKansas City, Mo.
JOHD
Bryant
Kan

5 WM. G. CALVERT
Richmond, Mo,

WM. M, HUSTON : 21 STAN F. SPENCER
Marshall, Me. . L. I v, Kansas

6 EDGAR C. NELSON
Boornville, Mo,

GEO; BE. MEYER

Gitweir, Mo, 3.GU¥ SHULTZ

Lawrence, Kansas
7 BEN F. GEISERT EDWIN F. ABELS
Washington, Mo. Lawrence, Kansas
LDIEISB HUSTEDDE 14 A. E. GARANSSON
Peers, Mo. Wamego, Kansas
§ HAYSLER A. POAGUE 7. R. HOOK

Clinton, Mo. Manhattan, Kansas Fredonia, Kansas

»
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Kirk MeFarland, Fresident Lamsr Phillips, Treasurer Julla Duke, Secretary
508 W. G9th, Kansas City 5, Mo. ttawa, Kansas 2331 Ashland, St. Joseph, Mo.

Oliver Stevenson, First Vice-President Stanley F. Spencer, Second Viee-President Z. R. Hook, Third Vice-Prosident
- Nebraska City, Neb. Arkenses City, Kansas Manhattan, Kansas

W isooeni- sénkancas Basins Flood (Coutrel sssociation

SOUTH DAKOTA IOWA NEBRASKA KANSAS MISSOURI
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NOEL T. TWEET
TOWN HOUSE
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

NEWSLETTER - APRIL 15 19682

FRESIDENT TRUMAN'S MISSOURI BASIN SURVEY COM:ISSION MEETS IN KOz

The Misscuri Basin Survey Commission, appointed by President Truman on February 9th,
held its first executive meeting in Kansas City, Missouri on April 3rd and 4th, for
organizational purposes. The duty of this commission is to study the land and water
resources of the Missouri River Basin, and to make recommendations for the better
protection, development, and use of those resources. They are to review the many
different kinds of problems that exist in the large area of the basin - ranging from
the high, arid plains and mountains of the West to the humid, level lands along the
lower river. They are then to give the country their advice as to the best way to
proceed to achieve an orderly, businesslike development of the resources of the
basin - a development that places first things first and provides for the greatest
resulting benefits for all the people of the basin and the Nation.

The Commission has the authority to study the entire Missouri River Basin, covering
all or parts of the States of Montana, 'yoming, North Dakota, South Dakota, Minn-
esota, Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, and Missouri, together with such closely
related areas as may be desirable,

To carry out its functions, the Commission has been instructed to take the follow-
ing actions:

1 - Review existing and proposed plans for the development, protection,
and use of land and water resources in the basin.

2 = Conduct on-the-site surveys and appraisals and hold public hearings.

3 - Consider the estimated costs and benefits of projects and programs,
and the economic soundness of development proposals.

4 - Consult with State representatives and other groups within the basin,

5 - Consider the proper division of financial responsibility between the
Federal Government and the States for resource development.

6 = In view of the recent disastrous flood in the Basin, the Commission is
to give necessary emphasis to the prevention and control of floods.

Al]l members of the commission were present at their meeting excepting Senator
Thomas C. Hennings, Jr., and Representative Jemes W, Trimble, The headquarters of
the Commigzion will be at Lincoln, Nebraska, and they are to start public hearings
in Kansas City during the latter part of April, A definite schedule of hearings has
not been released, A reception and dinner was given for the Commission on April 3rd
by the Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City. Representatives of all districts of our
Association in the Missouri Basin were invited to attend, and seven districts were
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represented, 5 e &

ny way possible and were very muc d with the high caliber of the men % at
make up the Commission.

Members of the Commission are:

James E. Lawrence, Lincoln, Nebraska,
Senator Thomas C. Hennings, Jr. of Missouri, Vice Chairman
Senator James E. Murray of Montana Senator Milton R. Young of North Dakota
Congressman Wayne N. Aspinwall of Colerado Congressman Clifford R. Hope of Kansas
Congressman James W. Trimble of Arkansas Fred V, Heinkel, Columbia, Missouri
Kenneth Holum, Groton, South Dakota Harry J. Peterson, St, Paul 4, Minnesota
C. T. Ferson, University of Wyoming,

Laramie, Wyoming

Faul J, Cannel, San Francisco, a hydraulic engineer, has been appointed as executive
director of the commission staff.

EXECUT. BOARD OF MO= HELD MEETING ON CH 21, 1952 '

The meeting was held at the President Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri with represent-
ation from nearly every district. The purpose of this nmeeting was to take up the
matter of the finances of the association and to hear the report of the reassess=-
ment sub-committee headed by Wm. Huston. This assessment plan was approved unani-
mously by the board. Oonsiderable discussion was held in regard to the future
“inances of the organization, but the general opinion seemed to be that, if every-
ore would cooperate, the required finances as set up by the budget, could be easily
abtbained,

MIIS0URT RIVER FLOOD - 19523

The terrible and disasterous flood that is at present occurring on the Missouri
River is certainly an indication of the importance of speeding up flood protection.
This stresses the important position of our association in trying to obtain our
cliective as soon as possible. If Fort Randall Dam, located just South of Pierre, d:
Scuth Dakota, had been completed, it could have been of tremendous benefit in the
reduction of flood damages. If appropriations had been provided, as requested,

this dam would have been completed last year. In spite of this, the House Approp=
riations Committee practically eliminated appropriations for Oahe Dam and did elim=
icate entirely the appropriations for Gavins Point Dam, both of which had been
started, The appropriation for the start of Tuttle Creek, Strawn, and Toronto Dams
ves also eliminated, and the appropriations for planning and surveys greatly reduced.
Uragressmen Scrivner and Moulder both attempted to get these appropriations put in
by amendments introducted from the floor of the House, but the House, in a very
cconomy minded mood, turned down all amendments that would have provided for increas=
ed appropriations to the Army Civil Functions bill.

In spite of this set-back we feel that the association has accomplished much in that
we have much greater unanimity now than ever before and we certainly feel that this
skould produce results in the not too distant future, As already noted we are work-
iz ve Misgo vey Commission and we also intend to

78ar before the Senate Appropriations Committee. Ve have somé reason to believe
THTt We will be successful and ‘certainly, after the flood that is now occurring, the

3 W
Joint Conference Committee should be more receptive to the providing of adequate
ariTopriations. last summer the Senate Appropriations Committee added several

snndments for much needed work, but the Joint Conference Corrittee refused to go

i

é.ong. This indicates the importance of the prineipal objective of our association,
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NEWELEITER =AFRIL 15, 1952 PAGE #3

which is to obtain flood control as soon as possible because every year of delay
means greater losses to the people in the basins. It indicgtes all the more the
necessity of considering the basin as a whole in any program that is to produce
eventual success in the control of flood waters.

We are at.t:,aching to this newsletter twec copies of editorials which very exactly
express the opinion of people in the area.

One of the real accomplishments, as far as the association is concerned, is the
flood control policy that has been adopted by the Manhattan Kansas Chamber of
Commerce and approved by the Blue Valley Study Association and the Blue Valley
Watershed Association, Our Vice President, Maycr Hook, working with the Manhattan
Chamber of Commerce, was very active in the gorm;_ﬁifﬁri:m_ [Icy. The policy
15 as follows, and aithough it may be somewhat general, we feel that it is a very
good statement of policy and indicates that two factions that have been very far
apart in the past have now arrived at a common understanding.

—

"E - That the Chamber of Commerce endorse a basin-wide program of soil
conservation as an essential part of any flood control program."

"B -~ The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce recommends the development of a
coordinated plan by the United States Department of Agriculture
and the Corps of Engineers in which maximum practicable use shall
be made of small water retarding structures on the tributaries with
a view of obtaining maximum benefits from upstream protection, thus
effecting modification of large water retarding structures where
possible,"

URGENT!!! Do you want to do something to promote the cause of adequate flood
—  control? If so, right now write a letter to Senator McKeller,of the L_
Senate Appropriations Committee, urging appropriations for adequate
flood control, naming the specific project in which you are interested,
keeping in mind that there are certain projects we are all ihterested
in, such as the Tuttle Creek, Toronto, Strawn, Gavins Point and Oahe

Damsa .

In regard to our efforts to obtain hearings before the Public Works Committees in
regard to the authorization of the Chariten, Osage, Marais des Cygnes, and Kansag
Rivers Review projects we have been informed that there is very little chances
that there will be any efforts to aythorize any more flood control work at this
session of Congress,
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- Kipk McFarland,President Stanley F. Spencer, 2nd V, Pres,
808 W, 69th, Hansas City 5, lio. Arkansas City, Kansas

oj,mx,- Stevensony lst Vg P_r_eg;@ Zy Ry Hook, 3rd V, Pres,.
Nebraska CGity, Neb. Manhattan, Kansas

MISSOURI-ARKANSAS BASINS FLOOD CONTROL ASSOCIATION
Town House Hotel loel T, Tweet
Kansas City, lonsas Executive Director

March 15, 1952

This is the first of a series of newsletters or communications that we intend to
send to the entire membership of our association. It shall be the purpose of
these communications to keep the membership informed of activities undertaken and
to disseminate factual information in regard to problems involving water and soil
resources.

ABOUT THE ASSOCIATION -

The association had its original birth at the meeting July 25, 1951 shortly after
the big flood. This was a very well attended meeting held at the Muniecipal Aud=
jtorium at Kansas City, Missouri, and had representation from practically every
state in the Missouri and Arkansas basin., It was decided to proceed with the
organization of an association which would be made up of various presently organ-
ized flood control associations and also some areas that would be organized in
the future. After a series of meetings,in which a great amount of planning was
done, the organization was finally perfected at a meeting held in Kansas City,
Kansas on November 29th and 30th, 1951.

At the time the association was organized it consisted of twenty-two associations
in five states who are represented on our Executive Board by two directors from
each of these associations. The directors and officers are as listed on this
stationery. In December of 1951 Noel T, Tweet was employed as Executive Director
and assumed his duties on January 2, 1952.

There are several fundamental reasons why it was felt that our association could
be of great help in achieving mutual objectives. First, we all realize twenty-
two associations providing a united front could accomplish much more than each
one of these associations working separately. It was felt that by working to-
gether a lot of differences could be reconciled and we would decide on a common
objective,which would be much easier to obtain than if each group had programs
and objectives of their own. We felt that this has definitely proven itself in
our last presentation before the congressional comnmittee and also in a great deal
of other work that we have been doing.

OBJECTIVES -

The primary objectives as given in our constitution are:

1. To assure the earliest possible completion of the authorized and
coordinated and com rehensive flood control plan, the authorization
of officially recommended plans with such additions as time and
experience show are justified.
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2,

To seek sound comprehensive flood control programs on other tributaries
of the Missouri River and on the Arkansas River and its tributaries in
Kansas.

To support and recommend a sound program of conservation ofthe land
and water resources within the Association's area, when such support
will not interfere with the speedy and econcmic progress of flood
protection.

To procure and disseminate to the public accurate and trustworthy
information concerning the construction and engineering requirements
both in respect to levees, reservoirs and other works incident to the
provision of adequate flood protection within said areas.

To sponsor and promote effective cooperation with agricultural,
commercial, industrial, and other interests in the solution of the
problems of flood damage and control, including cooperation tc that

and with all interested local, city, county, public and civie crgan-
izations fo: the purpose of presenting a united front before Jersislative
bodies.

IROGHESS MADE -

Since it became very evident shortly after the first of this year, that besides
being involved with all of the problems involved in the organizing of an assoc-
iation, that we would be called upon before too long to make our presentation
before the Army Civil Functions Sub-Committee of the House Appropriations Committee

We had information to the affect that there would be included in the President's
budget recommendations of an item of $15,500,000 towards the start of construct-
ion of Tuttle Creek Dam, 133,620,000 for Glen Elder Dam, and $500,000 for the
local protection works at Topeka, Kansas. These items were so called "new starts"
and were recommended in the President's budget since it was felt that these
projects should be no longer delayed in spite of the fact that there is a pretty

)well defined policy in congress against any "new starts". We also are very much
interested in the Toronto and Strawn Dams on the Verdigris and Neosho rivers
respectively.

In preparing our campaign for getting approval of above projects we conducted a
letter writing and telegram sending program thru all of the local associations,
and obtained resolutions from all possible sources, but principally from cities
and municipal bodies and chambers of commerce, and made plans to have a suitable
representation in Washington at the hearings. We felt that in spite of the fact
that we were just getting crganized we have obtained very good results in making
satisfactory presentations to this committee. We had wonderful response in
ggtting people to attend and the following appeared in VWashington on February

» 1952,

Beal, Glenn, Fredonia, Ks. Jarvis, Chandler, Winfield, Ks.
Breidenthal, Willard, Kansas City,Ks. Kemp, William E., Kansas City, Mo.
Becker, Richard, Coffeyville, Ks. McKinney, J.J., Brunswick, Mo.
Cain, Don, Perry, Ks. Mitchum, Paul, Kansas City, Ks.
Calvert, 'm. G., Lexington, Mo. Nelson, Edgar C., Boonville, Mo.
Catts, George, Kansas City, Mo. Riddle, John, Marion, Ks.
Ooleman, Jemes, Bonner Springs, Ks.  Reece, A. N., Kansas City, Mo.
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Dessieux, Paul, Linn, Mo, Remley, Victor, Liberty, Mo,
Erickson, G. A., Coffeyville, Ks. —»Sager, Frank, Manhattan, Ks,
Fager, Maurice, Topeka, Ks. Skubitz, Joseph, Washington, D.C.
Fox, George, Chetopa, Ks. Smith, L. B,, Topeka, Ks,
Green, Ellsworth, Kansas City, Ks. Tweet, Noel T., Kansas City, Ks.
Heck, Arthur, Lawrence, Ks, Veughn, Marion, Bomner Springs,Ks.
- Hetzel, George, Kinsley, Ks. Wait, Conant, North Topeka, Ks.
’:7 Hook, Z. R., Manhattan, Ks, Wilkie, Kenneth, Topeka, Ks.
Jacobsy E. T., Council Grove, Ks, Wilson, Emmett, Independence, Ks.

Our principal presentation was made by a few selected spokesmen with shorter
statements being made by practically everyone present, and this seemed to be
very popular with the committes. We were told by the committee and other people
that we had made one of the best presentations that had ever been given.

i e _eve 0 _continue letter writing and communicating
with members of this committee and your own Congressman, since they have as yet
not rendered a decision, and probably will not in another two weeks. Also, the
time has coms when it should be very desirable to start our letter writing cam-

paign to the Sepate Appropriations Committee because, regardless what action is
taken in the House, we will be faced w e problem of re?iving aprroval
from the Senate. EQ dz w.,.‘_fu ,_uyl.i_ Qi .

TTE

HOUSE APE_OFRIAYIONS COMMITTAE
Defliciencios and Army Giwil Functions Sub-Committes:

Clarence Cannon, liissouri (Dem.) - Chairman of Lppropriations Committee

John H, Kerr, Norti Carolina (Dem,) - Chairman of Deficiencies and Army
Civii ‘unctions Sub-Committee

Louis C. Rabout, Michigan (Dem,)

Glen R, Davis, Wisconsin (Rep.)

Gerald R, Ford, Jr., Michigan (Rep.)

All addresses to - House Office Building, Washington, D. C,

E ATIONS COMMITTEE
Civil ns_Sub-=C

ttee:

Kenneth McKeller, Tennessee (Dem,) = Chairman,of Appropriations Committee
Chairman of Army Civil Functions
Sub-Committee

Carl Hayden, Arizona (Dem.)

Richard B. Russell, Georgia (Dem,)
Allen J. Ellender, Louisiana (Dem,)
John L, McClellan, Arkansas (Dem.)

A. Willis Robertson, Virginia (Dem.)
William F. Knowland, California (Rep,)
Melton R, Young, North Dakota (nep.§
Guy Cordon, Oregon (Rep.)

Edward J. Thye, Minnesota (Rep,)
Zales N, Ecton, Montana (Rep.g

All addresses to - Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.

A meeting of the Ixecutive Board is being called Friday, March 21, to pass on plans
of the special committee appointed scme time ago to reappraise the assessment for
local districts, and to device gome plan for accelerating the payment of these
assessments,

NTT/m
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Blue Veolley Newsletter - May, 1952

Hello, everybody: The purrose of this letter is to bring you up to date on flood
control events and their reloticnship to Tuttle Creel Dom. Please realize this isn't
just our problem; tomorrow it mey be yours., The prineiple underlying the events that
have recently taken place mey affect you in the future.

The first thing you wowid probebly like to Jmwoe is--why did the House Civil
Tunctions Sub-commities of the Approprictions comuitiee deldte funds for Tuttle Creek
Dan? Briefly, because of the s1ip-shod, unrealisiic plans of the Army, the need for
holding doun goverauent experditures, and the need for an over-all plan. Ch, Clarence
Cammon's atbitade is that i the President's survey commission approves Tutile Creei
erd the Democrats are still in control in 1953, funds will probably be approved,
foneress ruts the blame ¢1 the lack of floed contrel in Kansas on the Army Corps of
Maginsers; the Lrmy claims that its plans are being defested by polifitel cppousals-

The President has established a Missouri Basin Survey Commission to review and
study the entire Missouri basin., The Blue Valley Study Association plans to send a
delagution to maeeb with them and will endeavor to gst them to come and see the valley.
Yany members of this commission are favorable to the watershed plan but we must show
them how it can be applied to our river.

Men dike those on toe Commlssion would resent being "pressured! so we are not
suggesiing that vou d=iuge them with mail, Eut they will be glad to receive the infor
metive opimions of the people living in the Missouri River Basin. The members arve:

Ch. J. E. Tawreucs, Editor Lancoln Star, Lincoln, Nebraska; Kenneth Holum (S0. Dk,
St. legigietser) Uroton,S.D.; C.T.Person (Dean-Univ. Wyoming Eng. School) Lararie, Wyo.;
H. J. Psterson (Exec. Sec, Mimn, Ass'n of Cooperatives) St. Paul 4, Mian.; Fred 7,
Heinkel (Pras. Mo. Fms. iss'n) Columbis, Mo.; Vice-Ch. T.C. Hemmings Jr, (D-Mo)s

Sen, J R Jharvey (D-YMont.) Sen. M.R.Young (R-N.Dak); Rep. W.N.Aspinall (D-Colio}; Rep-
0lifford Hops (R-Hs); Rep. J.W.Trirble (D-Ark), Adress the congressmen at the Sanate
or House Office Buildirg, Washington, D. C.

The Flood Control Act of 1936 designated the Army Ingineers to control floods on
the main channels and ths Dept. of Lzriculbure to control run—off on the watersheds.

Tt did not clearly define where the jurisdiction of one ended end the other started.
That is one of the problems that will have to come before the Cormission. About all
we can do is to ask for a coordinated surver by the two agencies or else for the con-
solidation of ths agencies under one rlanring board.

This commission is faced with the huge task of shaping a flood prevention and
water management policy for the Missouri Piver Basin vhich interrelates land, water,
and people. For exarmple, the controversiel Tuttle Creek Dar is not practicable from
an economic standpoint—-statistics on the cost-benefit ratio prove that. But there arve
other factors to consider too--entire cormumities will be wiped off the map--a loss
vhich is above menetary velue, If the big dam Pick-Sloan plan is carried to its com--
pletion this will teke place many times over throughout the Missourl River.

To take one example, one community batwean Rardolph and Cleourne, known as Mariadal
was sektled in 1855 by the first Swedish people to come to Fansas. They established tic
first Swedish Lutheran Church west of the Missouri River, Five daughter churches wers
cstablished from this centar. To quote from a letter Ruby Johnson wrole concerning thi
area: "These hard-working, industrious people have a strong sense of cormunity obligati.
Their religious and forwerd lookine way of life has had a far reaching sffect on the
nation. This is not a shifting population; through drought or flood ths Blue Valley
people have forged ahead o make their dreams come true--drezms of service to their fell
(1am,

ind the results? From the Mariadahl community alome the nation has gained 9 minis..
5 minister's wives, 6 bankers, 4 menbers of state legislature, 4 doctots (two were
medical missionaries), 2 parish vorkers, engineers and chemists, a deaconess, college
president, university finencial secratary, dietician, occupational therapist, A=y
Lt, Col., dozens of teachors and nurses, mumercus musiciane---that hagides excellent
farmers (uhc stayed on their land),
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This is what stability does for a community., It is this stability, love o
end freedom which motivates the determination of these citizens to see that rajn shfl®
be stopped where it falls. Take this iniative awvay, make this community a lake—and
gomething within them dies, something America needs very much now——the strength and
influence of a man who is free to work out his dreams. America cen be ruined by big
talk, big money, and big projects and power poldticsi - It is time ocur counfry begen to
conserve the inherent might it has, the might of freé men who stand with 'the strength
of God ready to serve mankind." gidnt malesini g b

The USDA has a watershed plan for the Blue Valley in its Young Plan. The Xandes
atersheds Association has expanded this plan—their: suggestions would make it poss hlc
+o complete this plan in 20 years. According to ‘the present. rate of government fine.:
assistance it would take 100 years. He TSR 4

The USDA program would use each acre to its best capabilities. There are 25,542
farms in the Blue River Watershed that average 200 acres esch (only 2% over 700), Tha:
sre 52% ovmer-operated and consist of 69% cropland, 29% permanent gress, 2% woodland =.
wildlife areas, 53% intertilled crops, 40%:smgll grain, and 7% rotation hay and rpasture
Recormended changes would reduce cropland 15%, iMtbrtilled crops 35%, small grains 10%.
Fasture land would be inereased 26%, woodland 7759“mé hey &nd rotated pasture 1003,

Floods demage the land in the Blue Watershed 2.5%.:‘1‘9111 erosion, 92.4% from
immdation, and 5,1% from sediment, - ;o . 0 v T 7oA .

The first part of this program is simply.a stepped up ‘SC3 progrem consisting of
proper land treatment=-terraces, 10,440 wmiles of waterways, 15,960 small erosion contro.
structures. Hige, coit : i

The second pert of the program is*flocd control and 1ill be a major part of the
federal government work. It consists of 912 flood water tetarding structures (detentio:
dams), channel improvements along 334 miles of stream,. 4,635 small stabilizing and
sediment control dems, 15,960 still smeller ercsion control.structures (gully plugs),
2,088 miles of grassed watervays that will serve more than one farm, This is designed
to prevent flooding of local creels, damage to farms, crops, highways and inland towns.
This is where, by law, the USDA's responsibility ends. = “:v

The Kensas Watersheds Association is recommending the btuilding of more that the
proposed 912 small dams, and that they be located to gerve as key dams to protect againe
flooding on the main tributaries., This wonld secure a greater control of floods and
insure more downstream protection, Many thousands' of these smell open dams could be
constructed for what it would cost to build Tuttle Creek. In.fact about 2000 could be
built for the sum the Army Engineers have listed as the cost of meoving two railroads.

Of course these dams would be cheaper to huild, ‘cccury less valuable land, protect the
Blue as well as the Kaw Velley, would mot require- the moving of towns and people, would
provide widespread recreation, and would stop floods before -they have a chance to begin.
The majority of the cost would be borne by the federal government, The rest would be
divided between state, county, and locel governing units, and private money. This is &
locally planned and controlled program—not on federal authority. .

The present plans for Tuttle Creek de not take into consideration the upstream plen
and the USDA plan is not developed far enough to affect the dam but a meximum utilizatio
of upstream dams would chanre the plens. If the Army cannot plen and work together w.'
the USDA then they should be.put odt of flodgd eontrol, The nation-cammot afford the 'vs-
of having two agencies fight oyer wlho will spend the money the taxpayers furnish.

The Manhattan Chamber of Commerce passed & resolution’endorsing the followlng 100
control policy: (A) A basin wide program of soil conservation as an essential part of =~
iood control plan (B)»"',A;ggé;‘diﬁat‘;gg-.p}_an,_‘By'-USDA and .the Corps of Engineers in which
naimum practical use shall, be maie of small water retarding structures on the tribu.nt.
't a viey of obtaining mexirum bemefits from upstreanm protection, thus effecting moud -
{iration of large water retarding structures where possiblel )

The Directora of the Blue Valler Study Associetion endorsed this resclution, feelin
that the meximum wtilizetion of soil conservation and smill:upsiream dems would controi
the floods %o the extent that a large dam could not be [uskificd. In reallby the Mariat
Chamber of Commerce was really agreeing with the expanded Blue Kiver Watershed Flan.

Sy

LS
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if\ittlas Craek 1s authorized as & multi-purpose dam; it has been proposed it be
operated as a "dry' dam. In other words the navigation pool would be used for flood
control, This is necessary because last summer's flood was too big for the dam te hold.
But the ceteh is that the engineers could close the gates and use Tuttle Creek for a
storage dam after we have a soll conservation plan installed,

It has also been proposed to build Tuttle Creek as an "cpen" dem. A dam of this
type has an opening without gates thet allows the normal flow to pass but not a flood
flow. This would destroy less lend than the other type but the people would still have
Lo move out and the valley would be flooded up ‘o above Randolph practically every year.
7% would Btilll cost more and be of less benefit than system of-small dems, The damage
“o our people would be &lmost as great as a storage dam, These suggestions are but
liersions to distract us and are a sign that our campaign is having effect,

lately some congressmen and newspapers have taken the stand that we need both Tuttl
jreek and the watershed ams: The catch is that the nation camnnot afford both, and

s don't need Tuttle *an adequate watershed program is put to work, Kemsas City
.5 trying to make 4t appea® that nobody but the Blue Valley farmers and Representative
Jannon, Chairman of Appropriations Committee, are against the dam. (Actually, protests
come from all parts of the nation) Kansas Citlans seem to feel they have an "inherent
right" to drown us out and have the federal government spend money to protect them., You
1ay wonder why Tuttle Creek is called the "key" reservoir—it wes not designed primarily
for floocd control, but for otber purposes. Remember the Pick-Sloaners insist on Tuttle
Jreek as aptherized, Tuttle Creek is unique in one respeet—it is the only reservolr
planned at the mouth of a large river in the entire Pick-Sloan plan., Look at the map
and it isn't hard to figure out why, This same reasoning applies to why the Army Eng-
ineers have never proposed an "open" dam at this site,

To quote Glenn Stockwell, President of the Blue Valley Study Association=-"We have
interested people over the entire USA in our problem and its solution; newspapers from
one end of the nation to the other are carrying articles on watershed develorment. The
publie is learning that the big dam is not the solution to floods. Many members of
Congress are of this opinion, however various vested interests are interested in the big
dems and they are well organized and financed. They can place full time paid men to work
on theilr side, while we have to depend on volunteer workers. However, we have Right on
our side, Our weapons are facts, but wven though we have a just cause we must show
Congrass through letters and delegations how it ca prlied to r&w.

The many letters that have been sent have"a'é'f:% e ’purposs,‘%lsd attention to

- our group and its problem. Now it is our work to seek a solution through Congress. That
- will have to be done, mainly by sending delegations to Washington to talk direetly with
the committees. It 1s going to be & war of nerves and the sids that has faith and
determination to work to the end will win out., I feel confident that Tuttle Creek will
be builte I felt that way last sumer and have beern willing to spend my time becaus
I felt it was not ted. I hope to see flood control talen away from the Army and turnme
over to eivilians will have a greater regard for humen values."

A special sub-committee of the House Public ilorks Commitiee is now holding extensive

hearings on flood control policy (comes under.the civil works program). This is perhaps
; 1.1‘.\@ nost important hearing that has ever been held on flood control. Tuttle Creek has
5. iome a symbol representing the fight over the entire water control policy of the USi,
+~ of the most important points of controversy is the jurisdictional fight between t :
- £ps of Engineers, an arrogant eclique who ¢an brook no civilian interferencs'a—fd_th_;ﬁf
J."A's Soll Conservation Service, If, according to law, the USDA cammot build the sn. 13
lems, then the Army should coordinate their plans with the USDA and build them. There
2 ;t:iig I<=h£rnce that scme of the changes recommended by the Hoover Commission will be
Yo . lr, Stecky Ve g
e e v T e 1o e N S o ety e
39y The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a hearing May v to eonsider a pre.
len3lal request for restoration of funds for flood comtrcl whick : ild and probably -
wnoiude Tuttle Criek, Mr. Stockuell plans to attend thii hearin, :iso,

We are having a drive for mohey. Funds will be neeled for the trips to Wash: i -

> send & delisgation to meet with the Missouri Survey Commission ard bring them her . &
2 tour of the valley if possible, plus other expenses which arise. e thought perhaps
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you former Blue Valley residents would like to contribute. If so, send your eontribﬁt.ion
to Walt Bell, Treas. BVSA, Randolph, Kansas. Perhaps you would like to know that it has
required about 1500 since July of 1951 to finance the various trips to Weshington and
the other activities. In addition, the merchants of Randolph raised $1000 themselves
to ald the organization of the Kansas Watershed Association last fall. Just compare
that with the estimated %8 to 9000 the opposition (headed by Willard Breidenthal, Kensas
City banker) spent in sending delegates to the Feb, 26 hearing, including a cocktail
tuffet supper the night before the hearing. ;
The Army Engineers have been busy handing out propaganda. Remember last summer,
then Gen,. Lewis A. Pick said that had the recommended Pick-Sloen progrem of the Kaw v ;
2sin been completed the floed would not have oceured — (not one of the proposed dams 5
des within the center of July's rainfall). 5‘
He also saild that Manhattan would have been dry if Tuttle Creek had been built—— o
seople here know their flood came from the Kew. Tate Dalrymple, hydraulie engincer of :Y' Y
she U.S. Geologic Survey, testified under questioning at the Feb. 26 hearing that at ;g;
¥

chelr ga el miles upstr on the Blue there was, back water effect from the Kaw-
Uver ‘gm M F{Eﬂﬁ fw > -fwﬁu-&m{, fwu"i‘_:lm.-'f jc;m.ﬂ--m—

Now after the great Missouri flood, Pathfinder magazifie (May 7) carries article
containing this statement: "bigger than the 1951 fleed that hit Kansas and govered
Jdanhattan, Topeka, and Kansas City". Covered tham indeed ! That's just a play on words.
Jith the exception of Manhattan, where sbout two-thirds of the city received flood water:
only a small percentage of the city areas were covered. Gen. Pick said, "We wouldn't
have had a copper cent's worth of damage this year if we had been a ble to build the dacs
we asked for eight years ago." One wonders how false that will prove to be. The last
paragraph of this article is entitled "Doomed Village" which they point out is Randolph
(pop. 391).. .+ «"Engineers want to build a dam between the two tovms to protect Manhattar
+ » o sDeliberately flodding homes and farmland is no pleasant task for the Army Engineey
o « o But, if the spreading Missouri River is ever to be tamed, apparently ther§ is no
other way". Other news articles have oriticized the Blue Valley people for having selfis
interests in wanting to keep their homes and land. Down stream residents seek to chastiz
us with "you'll be paid for your land while we are flocded and receive no compensation".
They brush aside the glaring fact that the Army Engineers heve evaluated our land at
only one~half its fair market value, When the situation is analyzed one realizes the
people of the Blue Valley really have no moral obligation to sacrifice their homes to
correct the mistakes of those who have built on the flood plain.

A Topeka Daily Capital reporter steted in an article that the eastern newspapers
reveal an amazing lack of kmowledge about flood problems of the midwest, After stating
several examples, he says, "So long as the.firmy Engineers can continue to hand out such
lies in Washington and not be refuted by the newspapers, or by other government officials
then how can Kansas expect Congress to provide it with a flood control progrem that will
be effective". He points out, "President Truman's decision to junk his flood control
re-organization plan is a severe blow to hopes for locally-controlled flood protection
in Kensas. . .the Burezu of the Budget was expecting to draw on Generals Eisenhower and
YacArthury es well as former President Hoover, to put across the proposed re-organization
The plan, junked by Truman before it reached Congress, would have removed all civil
functions from the Army and given them to the Department of the Interior. . .naturally
the Army Engineers opposed this plan." It is reported that Michael V. Straus, U.S. Com-
missioner of Reclamation, also cpposed it; it apparently would have cost him his job,
(See Sat. Eve. Post, Apr. 19). This Bureau is part of the Department of the Interior,

{t is reported Strauss talked to the Senators from western states, told them the re-orgza:
iz2tion would slow down the reclamation portion of the Pick-Sloan plan, Thus Truman, .
~:13, dropped the re-organization because of its political danger.

Thank you for the letters that many of you have written in the interest of a be . »

-97d prevention program. This letter is for your information; share it with your frie
3 writing to your congressmen do not send thig letter, since individual expressions a.'
spinions carry more weight than form letters. Further information on the practicabili®
-:f ‘he watershed plan can be found in the following magazines: USA, Mch., 1952; Field anc
stream, Mch. 1952; Country Gentleman, May 1952; Saturday Evening Post August 4, 1951,
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« The Blue Rivers Watershed Association

B # i

That's Where Floods Begin
Save The Soil and You Save Our Cities -
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May 15, 1952,

Mr. Charles D, Curran , .
taff Director,
selal Sub-Comhittee to S8tudy Civil Works,

Dear Mr, Gurr-nns_

~N
In view that we disc¢ussed methods of flood control in add-
ition to polieles, and were questioned conecerhing the conflictimng
methods, I feel that I dould submit an explanatory note, ndéte
to be mpotltioun,/bu,m a® an attempt to elardfy the record,
L

#+ /Th¢ question wes raise’ about the ability of watershed
enginsering to eontrol floods and as to how such an idea got stu rt-
“ed, Allow me to refer you to the transeript- Vol, 7,page 40,
Dykes##/#Agricul turel progrem for Blue River would impound 6 ind
run-offj---page 62u###+4Thet lend is flooded only periodically.
Only onee in 25 years would the maximum ares up to the spillway
be flyoded=----'page 72-73Z##uusu4lo down stream benefit is claim ed
because Tuttle Creek 1s already authorized- « If those sta &
ments do not add up to flood contrcl then I do not what does.
8oldier Creek at Topeka had 10,42 inches of run-off during the
entire month of July lest summer., The Delewasre at Valley Falls hi
had atotal run-off of 5.39 for July 1951, (U,S, Geological Eurw ey
Circular 151) Mr. Jones asks where will we store andimpound the
vast emounts of wafe r------- there will not be any vast amountm
of water in d n channels if you can hold up to 6 inches of
run-off, Maybe we in Kansas are longon logic andshort on enginedr-
ing, Watershed engineering mey not spell "total" flood ontrol
but I feel t 1%t does provide thegreatest amount feasible. The
nation does not possess resources to install both the big reservpirs

the upstream work at this stage of developement. It may not
be famsible for wll watershed since the Blue possess highly
porous soil and edaptable topogrsphy,

g I wish to point-ébut to the committee that the small dams
propq,é/od fo e small wetercources will be cheeper tom build per
u nt becauses
« 8horter haul for meteriel,

2. Locate® on chesper land}
/ | /3. possible to use vegatétive splllways,
/‘ / 4, small contracts will allow wider competetive bidd¥ng,
'/ B, no expensive relocation.

" Wny does the Dept. not claim this benefit? The adviece
given in the field 1s -~ Piek a good plawe to lend before you
oppo s'q‘-/’i;.ho, Army Enginears,

*gllt that this concept is startling and revolutionary
Too novel ‘to stand alone at the beginning, hence a joint survey,
but some day the Blue Valley will be honored not razzed.

unit of imp

/ Sincerely yours,
@Glenn D. Stockwell, Sr.

@
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The City of Blue Rapids

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
Phone 2571

BLUE RAPIDS, KANSAS,
May 16, 1952

Mr, Glenn steckwell
pear Mr, Stockwell:

We urgently oprose indndation of the fertile Blue Valley because
this would eleminate the fo'lowing towns, Carrison frossing, Randolph, ("leburne,
Irving and Bigelow,

wonld very ma terially effect Marysville, Blue Rapids, Waterville, Frankfort
due to the mater level around each town,

This wonld eleminate from production vitally needed, corn, whest, Potatow and
many other food items from producer, along with some of the best Cattle, Hog and
Sheep raising land that is to be found anywhere in the midile west,

For years courts have handed down decisions that man could not go against
naSure to dam a stream and put water on some one else to please his desire,

Every living soul in the Blue Valley has the right to his land and production

fncilities and should not have his taken from hin to please some one down stream with

a 1ittle more money that has enterel into corruption of our Justice,

Sincerely;

AT R

WMeyor ity of Blue Rapids

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 419/1328
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS
Kansas Memory O
Glenn D. Stockwell correspondence

[7)'41 e %&,ﬂ'%, A"‘—'——Jﬂd;
17 ey £ E,

AL, v 27 cﬂ/acé%/{
= ﬂ/;#vﬂ'/ca”‘a-c.'/ Aares
"42?;54,-.:775.-‘, )

,ff? Flrse o SToctine o
i o Toke Piuw swmrmg oF mpreess: S o oma R
T wdd 7h Tk TRT 7 B ~ - ]
75 e
Lon o7 oy e P o7 -f/7¢. relersirs, Gl impprTinban <o T swer3d 70 eppare rée '*9'—4-.’?
L L, TRTCR (reed Lamy P ecE’ s
% ; 7 =
Fnse s Heantt Foctts s G groindad ookt 75 L b 07 s,
o /,{.,: 5 “'A‘-‘J"’E"ﬁ""' //2«, e /:5;2 ey s B i T Cw mng e
> o He A:l"-rafaﬂ'_v Fe e ﬂrﬁtﬁjﬂﬂ:fﬂﬂ,".ﬁ.rsﬁq =
e ABITE 5 e oz fﬁ%/r} V/Z? . : = &
e DBeens [ S sbmpiy e Fhe vscwrs Beer Lty T’ Prns e i
7z -,’/""’7 b

2. S conetiy sl 2/l The ATesTerens erfeds Ctomomicall, TERSewotof
Casmce 7/’:”'~ el pereriair Comas T, ?‘)""fﬂ"f‘(”é ,"/"& e _,,:i’)’j"""-’ Aaon Aires
j"‘"”(j} oslr oy ot odt S oty W Gt oot M /’?’” ;’ ""“ {. - Bereage
&f‘fcw LostE surls T o S Mol A /73 ererioiss, Aea b2 & /éi{:’-"‘*ffo;t*afq?!
Hod v por TR e e a T ATl ity 2w ene e g iR
e e e i i o7 par e,

3 [ shndt vl ‘_r_e‘.".lg( Hars rie Wﬂ,-::w b Ty FmiTra Mﬁ‘:./-.‘f— AF waZ
B i A P TE MG, AP g et R R
nl L iiraliod, Cir sppontiny To 7ot posjor fos cvetod walinal ictssr” =g
eorsiralime 5,, ety ot s T e @me oBsers: ZZe ;;’:-.f-%’«zs a7
o ‘7,,7,. pes ;*;,-4.7‘_7 e =S Ze »575—‘.7‘,7‘ o S ey .rras.,_l,r:-; s

£ IneTerséest Fraalmtnl Sl o Fo 2 oaar T B rae ;«ﬂé'r.m(qg__:?,_.
A stort T o @ s o FES T et ayl OanGy sy g e b emmy
R e e h i s T RS . bed oscmrrel ax 2%
M‘/J.)z’(:cfnd” ?gM_ Ay o, aords, J"’"‘“ﬂ’ e aps Con don HG AT
contind Zr 6&/—7, o SHomirgecp T aler < Tk poace Tafh AL

Aoe oser sy,

ey Tl porw & For Ty il e s S Ao e cm e,
.Z )

== W_-A? e

e 7&5-7a£.z‘¢_
T2

www.kansasmemory.org/item/305572 ~ Page 420/1328
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

