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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.

Date: 1909-1977

Callnumber: Rolla Clymer Coll. #9, Box 1 - 49
KSHS Identifier: DaRT I1D: 229011

Item Identifier: 229011
www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 27961/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

McPHERSON DAILY REPUBLICAN

K. R. KREHBIEL
EDITOR AND PUBLIBHER

McPHERSON, KANSAS

September 8, 1950

Mr, Rolla A, Clymer, Editor
4]l Uorado Llimes
Bl Dorado, Kansas

Dear Holla:
We sre consldering offering classified

display and need some help on how to
start it up.

What rate do you chsrge @ do you have
suggesbions of ! 10ds of handling
I will

ERE/dlm
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MONTHLY REPORT

RECEIPTS:
Subscription $-422:51L Display $

Legals § 483,38 Printing $

Total Receipts

EXPENDITURES:

Postage - - - -

Freight and Express -
Merchandise for Resale

Material and Supplies -
Repairs and Parts - -
Telephone and Telegraph
Utilities - - - -

Rept .= = = =0 = =
ERANEsIRE o a -
Advertising Car Expense
Insurance - - - -

Pies - -~ = = = -
Travel and Advertising - -
Miagageiiie e faet s 2w
Correspondents and Commissions

Refunds and Miscellaneous - -

Total Expense - - -

Depreciation Reserve - =

Withdrawal - - $_400,00
Withdrawal -

Total - -

Depreciation Account Balance $__ 30000 ___

Accounts Receivable - - _DB28,55____

.Accounts Receivable, Legal _1089.00 ___

Profits Distributed (1) -
Profits Distributed (2)

Total on Hand Start of Period $
Profits Distributed -
Balance -
Receipts This Month
Total =t <8040 To tes
Expenditures This Month 5256. 63
Total - - -
Adjustment Petty Cash

Balance -
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LAW OFFICES OF
FLEESON,GOOING, COULSON & KITCH

C H BROOKS FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
(1859-1944)

HOWARD T FLEESON WICHITA 2 KANSAS

HOMER V. GOOING TELEPHONE 3-1202

WAYNE COULSON

PAUL B. KITCH

DALE M. STUGKY September 12, 1950,

DONALD R NEWKIRK

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
The E1 Dorado Times,
El Dorade, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

I am In receipt of your letter of September 11,
with enclosures.

It seems to me that it is in order to have a
very substantial dividend. I would say that a 20 per
cent dividend should be paid without delay. The reason for
this is simply that next year taxes, particularly as far
as individuals are concerned, will be greatly increased,
whereas in 1950 there will only be a slight increase, both
as to individuals and as to corporations. Moreover, the
inerease as to the individuals will only cover one-fourth
of the year. Our cash position, together with investments,
is very strong and we have no liabilities. I therefore
suggest and recommend a dividend of 2 per cent.

I am leaving on Saturday to be gone three weeks
and it will not be possible for me to attend the board meeting
untll after my return. I see no reason, however, why we need
a board meeting for this.

It 1s pleasing to note the increased profits over
the preceding year. I might say, also, that I am not un-
mindful that we will be faced with perhaps as much as
$15,000.00 or more in income taxes for which we shall have
to pay in 1951.

/"
I shall be office probably on Friday and
Saturday morning, if nt to call me by telephone.

3 Lol 2oty Sl ot g Sl

Very truly yours,

’l’)fu/py\/

HTF/h
ce = Mrs. Starke and Mrs. Adams.
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PiErsoN & BuckLEs
ATTORNEYS-AT- LAW
PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

RAY S. PIERSON BURLINGTON, KANSAS TELEPHONE 214

WILLIAM A.BUCKLES

September Fourteenth,

IS o

lr. R.A.Clymer, Editor,
tldorado Times,
Eldorade, Xansas.

Dear Rolla: -

Received the clipping aboutj the 30th annual party
and meny thanks for your fine comment. It is such swell fellows
as you, Dick, Gale, Jack, the Judge, ete., that make the party
Such an outstanding affair. I was glad to have all of you fel-
lows and you honored us with your presence. Some day I want you
to come over and put up in a hotel or in s swell tourist court
we have and enjoy the entire party. The Sunday morning breakfast
is the swellest part of the party and by far the most enjoyable.
By that time I am relaxed and everyone seems to be at his best.
The story tellers really get hot and the party is a regular cir-
cus for a couple or three hours.

Rolla, I was in Topeka yesterday trying to con-
vinece Frank Carlson and Ed Arn's friends that we Republicans have
a battle on our hands and we must hot take too much for granted.

The severance tax people are putting out pamphlets by the thousands

at the Topeka Fair. Teachers, School boards, P,T.A., are going to
fall for this propsganda, at least, a lot of them will do so.

At the Legion Convention I never talked to a veteran who was going

to support Carlson. It really alarmed me. This boy 2iken is a

smooth operator and campaigner. He started a highway mail bus that

rah from Kansas City to Neodesha via Burlington. He had everyone
register who visited the bus on the opening day and he was at the
entrance of the bus to greet every visitor. Then a few days later
every visitor received a personal note from him thanking them for

visiting the bus, etc.,. He made quite a short flowery spesch just

before the bus pulled out., As you know, he was some kind of an
Assistant Post Master General at that time. These Demoecrats are
out to beat us and they think they are going to get the job done.

Agein I'm glad you made the party and I hope that you

can make many more of them.

With kindest personal regards, L am,
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State Farm I

HOME OFFICE +« BLOOMINGTON, ILLINGIS

WEST CENTRAL OFFICE STATE FARM INSURANGE BLDG. 1014 "o" sTREET LINCOLN 8, NEBRASKA

September 15, 1950

Rolla Clymer
1019 South Denver
El Dorado, Kansas

Re: Clyde H. & Lillian Spires
El Dorado,Kansas
Claim 16-029-107

The claim against our insured arising out of the above captioned
matter is receiving our attention.

Our investigation has not been completed but when it is concluded
we will communicate with you.

Sinderely yours,

Murray 5. Spurgin
Claim Adjuster

MSS:mk

AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE co.
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EDWARD F. ARN

WICHITA

ARN for GOVERNOR

Campaign Headquarters

Hotel Jayhawk, Room 736

Tel. 4-2673 Topeka, Kansas
G

September 15, 1950

Mr, R, A, Clymer, Editor
The E1 Dorado Times
El1 Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

T am attaching two sheets of meterial which
were compiled by some of our labor experts here.

The one marked "A" is a summary of things
that the Republican Party has done for labor through
the years.

The sheet marked "B" is an addition to and
extension of the two themes which I suggested in my
earlier letter, The last paragraph (on Carlson)
might also fit into the "al 11st.

I hope this gives you the material you need
and T will be glad to have the labor boys check over
your completed plece if you wish,

T think you agree that the tone of the
thing should be bewildered and hurt rather than bitter.

Thanks again.
Beat from,

o e

STEWART NEWLIN
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

SN:bd
ENCLS. 2

Let's Think About November

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Pa
3 r ge 27974/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory SANRA

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 27975/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

SOCIETY

Kansas Memory KA

Rolla Clymer correspondence

Have these Union officials sold labor's vote to the Democrat
party?

A departure from the Samual Gompers policy of "helping
laborts friends and defeating its enemies,"

Blindly following the insane socialistic schemes of the left
wingers in the Truman falr-deal administration.

National leaders such as John L, Lewis and Phil Murray are
dictating Kansas politics to the state labor officials,
Perhaps our alleged Kansas labor leaders have become dependant
upon the Federal Administration for thelr very existence.
The Democrat Party seems to have absorbed the Kansas Labor
movement,

- e m me = e

Carlson successfully pleaded labor's cause against restrictive

legislation in 1946 and 1948 against odds. Substantially the

same group lauded Carlson 1n 1946 and 1948.

- o e e
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From the 1950 State Republican Platform

EKansas Labor is held in high esteem. Compased
of home owners, proud parents, and good citizems, it
is truly American and free from racketeering and

Commmistio influencese

A minimum of friction or industrial clashing
has been our pleasant experience,

The Republican Party favors using the good
offices of our state government to further facilitate
these relations, This, rather than punitive or

wnenforceable legislation, will aid our effort %o

balence the economy and meke a better Kansas.

The Republican Parbty will continue to defend the
esteblished rights of labor to organize and bargain
colleatively for wages and working conditions, Sound
progress has been made by Republiocan administrations in
the unemployment compensation program, end we recormend
improvement in Worlmen!s Compensation lews by increasing

benefits to injured workers,
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THE KANSAS CITY STAR.

MORNING EVENING SUNDAY WEEKLY

EANSBAS CITY 17, MO.
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JOMM L. MC CLELLAN, ARK,, CHATRMAN
JOSEPH R, MCGARTHY, WiS.
IRVING M. IVES, N. Y.
KARL E. MUNDT, 5. DAK.
MARGARET GHASE SMITH, MAINE
ANDREW F, SCHOEPPEL, KANS,

s owooacis wee Wlnifed Diates Denate

WALTER L. REYNOLDS, CHIEF CLERK
COMMITTEE ON

EXPENDITURES IN THE EXECUTIVE
DEPARTMENTS

September 16,1950

Mr. E. A, Clymer P\/M/]’

Editor and Manager
The E1 Dorado Times
E1l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rol:

Thanks for that good editorial.
You don't know how I appreciate it.

There is so much rottenness over
in that Interior Department that someone
had to have the guts to point out some of
it. They're reading a lot of inferences
into my statement that are not there, but
that's all right. It's tough all right --
and frankly, some of the fellows, ten or
fifteen of them, who enthusiastically
wanted these exposes made and promised to
support and assist, started running when
adverse publicity started to hit.

My conscience is clear and I shall
be proved right in time. If I cannot rely
on public records and hearings in the Congress
of the United States, we have come to a sad
state of affairs. 1'll go to my Kansas friends
with the cold, hard facts and will let them be
the final judges.

Good luck, and best wishes.

Sincerely,

/"’I
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SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY
228 WEST CENTRAL ELDORADO, KANSAS

TELEPHONE No. 700
E. M. SORENSEN
MANAGER

September 18, 1950

B A Clymer
118 E Central
Bl Dorado, Kansas

Clymer:

e want to extend to you this speclal invitation to
nd our Get Acquainted Open House at the telephone build-
, 228 West Central, fo be held September 26, 27, and 28.
Afternoon hours are from 2 un 5 olelock. Evening hours,
Prem 7 wmtil 9 o'clock.

would like to show you through the building where you
see "behind the scenes" of El Dorado's telephone system,

can
33

s=2e the operators at work, and examine special exhibits.

We'll do our best to show you en interssting and entertain-
ing afternocon or evening.

Remember the dates - September 26, 27, and 28, afternoons

ing. Come at the time most convenient for you - but
be sure to come, won't you?

dinlly

iy nit
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KANSAS INDEPENDENT OIL AND GAS ASSOCIATION

517 BEACON BUILDING
PHOMNE 3-6412
WICHITA 2, KANSAS

- LEON DERBY, PRESIDENT TOM ORR,

. B. SBHAWVER, VIGE PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
. J. HARWOOD, VICE PRESIDENT

- E. MUSGROVE, VICE PRESIDENT

- B. PARRIOTT, SECRETARY september 18, 1950

ACK H. HEATHMARMN, TREABURER

Mr, R. A. Clymer
Editor, ElDorado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

All of the members of the oil fraternity in
Kansas appreciate knowing that we have such fine and
capable friends as vourself as we approach the "battle
of the severance tax" once again, I am personally
relieved of much fear and trepidation in contemplating
my first baptism of fire in my scheduled encounter with
Mr. Anderson on the 25th. I know that the staunch
support of the EIDORADO TIMES will be in sympa thy
with my remarks, and that I can rest assured of a friendly
and helpful news coverage,

In response to jour suggestion that T provide
an outline of the general remarks I shall make, I am
enclosing some information which you will find useful.

Looking forward to the day of trial, I remain

Very sincerely yours,
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
NORMAN - OKLAHOMA

September 18, 1950

Mr. Rolla Clymer, Editor
wiborado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear lps ~Clymer:

I am encolsing a letter from Mr. Claude Barrow, oil editor at Qklahoma
City, which is in reply to a note of inquiry which I sent him, It is al-
most self-explanatory. I want all the details I can get about the two
wells mentioned and I want especially to know théir locations, initial
production and ultiuwsie productivi. Auy Lulorwatlon 800UL TRE crews Will
be especially important. The story about "Trapshooter" Riley is new to
me, but I would certainly like to get the details.

g

While I am writing I would like to inquire about a couple of other
indidents in the early days of the Butler County fields, A few deys ago

I had & long letter from my father, &A. R. Parker, of Lamont, Oklahoma,

in which he related some of his memories of the boom there, We, that is
my family, were there at the time, as a matter of fact I was bora in
ElDorado and my father got his start in the oil fields at that time,

He writes that it was generally believed sround F1l Dorado that the discovery
well, which, I believe, was drilled by the Continentel Cil Gompsny, a sub-
sidiary of the Empire G.s and Fuel Company, was brought in by acecident.
While the company negotiated for leases the crew was to mark time. But
they brought the well in and started a Boom shead of the well-laid plens
of their employers. For their carclessness the erew was fired, Can you
comment on this story?

The other incident about which I ~wish to inguire occurred =t Augusta,
sometime in October, 1916, .Dad says that he reecalls the incident, but can
7ive ne no information concerning it which he would be willing to have cited.

According to the story as I have it, the tank builders and pipeliners,
who entered the field in force that summer of 1916, soon established for
themselves an unsavory reputation. At Augusta they entered into a par-
ticularly mischevious controversy with a certasn larshal Crowe (his first
neme is not aveilable), and Crowe finelly arrested some of them for driving
their "flivvers" without tail lights. The "tankies" and pipeliners regarded
this as a rank injustice. The roush strects were to blame, they maintained,
because it was impossible to keep their earbide lights burning while driv-
ing over them.

To embarras l‘arshal Crowe, scre of the boys borrowed an old gray
horse from a teamster, tied a kerosene lantern to his tail and one of
them, a certain William Peel, who, I bulieve, wem = oandidate for the
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legislature of Kansas, got aborard end rocde "017 Grey" down the main street
of Augusta in derision. Peel located Browe svanding on one of the principal
corners of the town and headed his steed straight for the officer. When he
had approsched withing a few paces of Crowe, FPeel pulled the horse to a
stop, face him driectly awey from phe marshal =nd then, as ceremoniously as
an ocean liner slipping into her berth, he backed the animal to the curb.
Peel then reached back, lifted the horse's tail high into the alr and waved
it derisively at the represontative of law and order,

Crowe, of course, could not tolerate such flagrant manifestations of
disrespect and insubordination. Hastily he summoned his little police
force and declared his detractors under arrest. Thereupon a mob of "tenkies'
and pipeliners that had been loitering purposefully nearby fell upon the
officers and administered them a sound drubbing. Local legend had it that
they pulled down the officers' trousers and strapped them on their bare
bottoms. Next, they atbtacked the jail where their buddies were inecarcerated
and demolished it.

Can you tell me if I have this story substantially correct? If you
know of any place where it is in error, please correct it.

Just a couple mordouestions, if I may pleese., What became of the
old Walnut Velley Times? Is the ElDoredo Times the same paper? Also, who
wae the Butler County sheriff during the hoom yegrs, 1916-1€? Dad tells me
that he did an excellent job of maintaining law and order; that due largely
to his efforts, there was less lawlessness in the Butler Ccunty boom than
in any Mid-Continent boom my father saw, and he saw nearly all of them. I

would like to give the man recognition in the history of the lahor force
in the Mid-Continent fields which I an preparing here at the University.

Very truly yours,

fert R, ra Eggz¢5‘£§:L/

P. 0. Box 346
Faculty Exchange
University of Okldoma
Norman, Oklzhoma
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EDWARD H. REES
Ari DisTRICT, KANSAS

Congress of the Tnited States
THouse of Vepregentatives
: @lashington, B. €.

September.19, 1950

Dear Rolla:

I will appreciate it if you will see
that the El Dorado Times is sent to me at
Box 630, Emporia, Kansas, after this week.

Congress is taking a recess until
after election. I shall expect to see you

during the campaign.

¢ @eyh,

Mr. R. C. Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas
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9-19-1950

When the sutumn days grow short,
The fox hunt is a-grest epart,
The horses snorting and neighing,
Restlessly the hounds sre beying,

As sun shines over the-frostyepaze,
Horsemen gather in the morning maze,
Anxious their steeds end hounds to race,
And get started at the fox chase.

The fox is sighted,’like a strealk.

Tt jumps the benk of a narrow ereek,
They chese the fox aseross the glens,
Jumping their horses over river bends.

They leap their horses over the stiles,
As they chase the fox scroes the miles,
rhe wily red fox, who kills a hen,
When not being chased across the fen.
'y autnor=-

i.e., copyright 1950 hy-«Lillian' W, Nickle
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