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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.

Date: 1909-1977

Callnumber: Rolla Clymer Coll. #9, Box 1 - 49
KSHS Identifier: DaRT I1D: 229011

Item Identifier: 229011
www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011

KANSAS

Kansas Memory SANRA

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 25231/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

.S .").,’_,/ g p «i:'.;z/y £ .u.':f.'/a:ofcﬂif

Aversge nember porges - Tines t4- Slar 20
Weighl? 14 pages 3‘411 2 '3
.Jfl"e:qh? 20 pages - 9 '73
Totel ¢ on per Iy per Two papers
7ols) ¢ days 48 re = 3 Jbs,
Wen;j!-;f Swh., edilion =2 tis.
Zolal a1/ papers { 13) per e el 5/és,
Tolal Feor year ~$2AX5= 2L lbs,
| ton poper witl print 1.7 pspers (13perneek) for ¢ yeor.,
Suvb rote ofter Jarn /. 30% per week
&2 weeks = 52xgo="€-’5, bo
7.7 Svbs, = 7.7 X /5 60O =%)z0, )2
Costl [/ Zor ppaper E) 2. 00
Z)2% 06 —%20./2.="7 5¢ To be sbsorbed A ads,

£t Dorodo Trrmes - Z—?a//?‘ exc eplt é'u)?a’c?y

. Arverage nuvmber pages &
Weigh!? £ pages 2 o
Tolal weiqhl & doys /2 o9
7als) weighl? psper for yr.= Fax .75%= 39 /s,
[ ton peper witl prin? 5| papers (¢ per week) Jor ) year
Svb rate after Jon |. 3o "/Der week
52 weeks® 52x30 =*15 Lo
5/ Svhks. = 5/ % /5.y = 795 LO
Cost [/ for peper */28 00
#* 795,00 - /2%, 0O *:‘(a(p?‘é:@ =,on;/z;‘ oM J Far rar ma?‘erfa/.

W/Jy otnl we al 172 Fthe » ews paper busirnessy

b/ eovrse Jtheves a Small e ,e-/r’ loboy, Toves ele., M//‘{/vé
18 Jncidentsl 7o dny busirness,

5&/‘7‘///77 55/!797 :

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 25232/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA
Rolla Clymer correspondence

Wednesday
Dear Rolla:

It was grand to have your letter,but I still hateto write,as there isn't any
news so far. What there is,I will tell you. I don't know what Chet would say if
he were writing,but then that doesn't matter. I always tell you everything,
anyway,so what the hell.

Mr.Sallows has told Chet that it is all right with him ir Chet wants to wait
until the first or the year,which would give Chet time to Worrow the rest of
ghe money—-but—-I don't know where Chet would get it,as he has tried a few
already,and after all,pe has no security. Last week,when he thought he just had
to do it or else,he even called Stauffer,while I sat and chewed my hankerchief,
and that old bastard was willing to put it up--with him getting 60 % and Chet
40%,but I don't have to tell you that. Of course,he would have gtretched a
point to help him at all on account of the corporatiop,or something. When the
iime was extended Chet turned that magnificant offer down,but it wouldn't
surprise me if he would take it in the long run. Well,after that,Malott calls
ahd offers the money,and tells Chet that he is losing $1000.00ba month by not
closing ,nd Chet gets fire in his eye and is going to do something,but yester-
day was xEE paper day and he couldn't,so 1 don't know about anything now. He may
have lost his fight. I am sick of the whole gahdam mess,and donot care what he
does. :

T haven't seen a soul outside of my family since I frave been here,excapt a
couple who came to call one night and borrow all my books and whom I didn't much
care for. At least Chet can get out and work and have to be pleasant whether he
feelg like it or not,which helps,but I have o stay right in the house and do
the same gahdam boring things day after relentless day and get madder and
"nervouser" by the minute. Maybe all this self-discipline is good for me--there
must be some poiunt to it.

I agree with you that the booze issue--at least,in my mind--is not Wooaring's
strongest selling point. Well,we will see. :
Oh,I see you say you don't know who Malott is. Well,he's the fellow who engin—
eersd the sale--the broker,or whatever.

#Qur® old pal,Julian Ralston is now the father of twin girls--the old bastard.
I would give anything to be there with Gene,however and + am green with envy.

I finally finished THE LLITTia LOCKSMITH last night after not getting to it for
years. It was fine,but I am afraid 1 had lost my first enthusiasm. laybe I have
just lost my "first enthusiasm" period. You must,ahsolutely m?at—-rg:g Mlb: g
'S5 RLPUS g e ve books for aw e and go
Yoal Nell acqﬁgikieg'ﬁiggiﬁgfr§ gi%n?gf%hg%g%aﬁrfgéro Wolfe left me cold,but
when I coulun't solve the mystery of where Goering hid his poison I gave them
all up. I hadn't read any of the damned things since I went wild over
CLRCULAR STALRCASE and Tﬁn HoUsE OF A THOUSANG CANLLES when I was nime ana read

every one on the market. The library here is terrible—-that is,it woula be all

right if I didn't have a souraee of supply and hadn't read everything in the
damned place.
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The thing that makes me madd:st about Goering and his poison is that the rectum
woala be the ideal place for an a—— h—e like him to hide the damned stuff,but
even I know that that is a routine searching place. Well,you see how little I
have to think about ir I can get excited about that old bastard.

I haven't had too much trousls getting meat,and you should have been here with
us. Not that I had a lot,but L am quite a fancy chef when it comes to chicken
and tuna fish. I see by the Gazette and gather from your letter that this
situation has distressed you and I am surprised because the only flood I ever
heard you mention at all was the "little round cookies" that didn't show up on
the breakfast table every morning.

Here is something Hilda Jochems sent me which you will appreciate. She is quite
incensed over Chst's having to struggle while Julian coins monsy hand over fist.
It is from the Gulistan Misnevi by Sa'di:

If livelipood by knowledge were endowed

None would be poorer than the brainless crowd;
Yet fortune on the fool bestwws the prize,
and leaves but themes for wonaer to the wise.

The luck of wealth dependeth not on skill,
But only on the aid of Heaven's will:

So it has happened since the world began—
the witless ape outstrips the learned man:

A poet dies of hunger,grief,and cold;
A fool among the ruins findeth gold.
f

My drinking is down to a fith of rum a weok on accounf of thers isn't any money
for that sort of thing. If there were,and conditions were the same,I woula get
drunk every day. I find that 1 donot :njoy it when + do,but I don't enjoy any-
thing,so what. E

The kids are all making straight A's inschool with Chris and besliexmaikimg doing
outstanding work in spelling and reading. Wallace isn't so hot--his lazy years
are telling on him. Chris and Michael are both taking piano (é#n Bobbie) and Chrs
is doing fine--Michael knows too much--thinks he does. I seem to have a grouch
on all the tims,but still have fun with Wallace and #nthony and am ashamed that
I can't with Michael and the rest,but Michael is too much like Bert and the
other two are sort of "in-a-between",l guess,as to age.

Let us hear from you soon. I must get this out,so the man will get it. Wallace
won a pair of nylong for,me at Bingo at the fa{ibziiﬁival 1 t_yuak,,qﬂeg¢a,¢$_
A g (/C/L«\’(7 "LMF'/%E S M t‘r—\m

ours,

-

/
{

>.(A/L/LJ_~Q»€
5 e
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EUNICE WALLACE SHORE 1206 EUCLID AUCUSTA, KANSAS
Pal il

o R BT

B

it

“7 0 /,&/%ot’b/ﬁ : &
AR 2o I.”;ZQIQ/A’ walie —

pear Rolla: /

Wednes&ay

Qur address here is 724 Emerson. 'Nough said.

I know you are awfully busy with the campaipgn and what not. Saw in
the Gazette where you were in Augusta with Carkson or some one.

Nothing is settled here yet. The Gazette money just arrived in the
bank yesterday,according to a wire from Bert,but Chet made the ambig-
uous remark that he dian't know how much was in there. If he sola it
for a certain amount wouldn't that be the amount they would depositt

I would think so,but I am sorta dumb about those things. Anyway,he 1s
having trouble raising enough and Malett is coming up here Friday and
then things should take some-sort ot shape,either positive or negative

I like my house. It's all on one floor and about 1 the work. L don't
mind it so much for that reason and keep it up a bit better than L dia
the other,but housewsrk still bores the hell out of me. Feeding seven
people takes an awful lot or time,and my God{ the money « We haven't
had any meat for two weeks,as per everybody,but yesterday I got a
steaak and it was $2.52. I almost fainted when I got the bill,but Chet
is evidently hungry for meat bscause he didn't say anything. This
morning I got a lag o lamb at 58 cents a ponnd,and it will run to at
‘least five pounds,so that is all the meat we will have for quite a
while. At least,I know how to stretch it and I'll bet I get at least
two good meals out of the steak (unless Chet is hungrier than I think)
and three or four out or the lamb. We are trying to get a locker and
will buy a half of beef which will certainly help.

This town is really guite pretty. Zveryone takes care of their lawns
and there are lots of flowers and trees. My yard i€ f§ll of silverlear
maples,sumac,locusts and a big cottonwood. Yesterday 1 discovered a
big clump of yellow rose bushaes in the back yard,and thare is spirea,
and iris and peonies for spring. When I was here last June,there were
no leaves on the trees and that is why it looked as thought there were
none,l guess.

What did you think of that last poem? I want to know,because I don't
know what I think myself.

We are going to have a couphke of heathen children baptised here one ol
these days and will make you a godfather by proxy,as usual. Drop me a

line when you have time. Am certainly going to miss the good old fests
My best,
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Wednesday night.

Dear R. A. C.
I talked with Mrs. Rost at the Farm Bursau

office this afternoon--neither Miss Tairbairn nor Gene
Payer beinz there.

I couldn't put my finger on any dissatis-
faction with The Times' handling of the P. 8. news, or
on any spite work. I belleve the thing originated,
probably with Miss ®airbairn, as a money-saving attempt to
balsnce the ™. 3. budget against inereased salaries and
other expenses which are amountinz to more than the county
appropristion and membership fees total. Apparently her
hope was 10 have a weekly or monthly P. B. newsletter
Job-printed by some one who would un@ertake %o sell enough
advertising to suvport 1t. Greenwood County ™. B. is
supposed to have some such publiecation.

Evidently this interested the Butler

County Wews and the Butler Rammkx Pree-Iance in the
possibilities of taking over the Marm Bureau page, and
one of them must have offered tc do 1t for "around a
hundred dollars less ner year" than The Times was charging.
T couldn't get any further details on thigs--judge the
offer was rather vague. Also now being considered is the

poseibility of gsendinz out a mm mimeogravhed letter from

the P. B. office (using franking privilege to save

nostaze) to the membership once a month.

Mrs. Rost did not let me read the official
minutes of the latest mesting of the emecutive board
but I am pretiy sure thery voted %o aontinue the present

arrangement with The Timcs until either you or myself
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had been given a chance to speak for The Times. You'll
remember that we talked about it the day hfiter Bill was
gtricken, and the following Saturday night when I saw

Gene Payer I told him that I wanted a chance to express

my views as a Parm Bursau member before the executive

board took any action to discontinue the P. 3. page in

The Times. I don't believe there was any intention to
glight The Times or you personally--I think Miss Pairbairn,
probadbly Mrs. Winzer and some 6ther of the women's
advisory committee, wers shonping around to see what they
could do. Miss Pairbairn is a hustler, capable and

well liked; in fact the women are so solidly behind her thet
she might put over her plan if she has something new. T

will talk with herg at the first opportunity. Also I

will try to talk to Auatin Fhillips (our vice-president)

ag soon ss possible. I don't suprose I will get to sas

Arnold Classsen, our presddsnt, as he lives near Whitewater.
Hope this information will be of some use.

I ¥now you can look out for yourself and I don't mean to

horn into The Times' end of it but as a paid-un member

of the ™. 3. I want %o know what's going on in my

orzanization that would affect our "publiec relations” as

much as quitting that Parm Burcau page surely would.

Yours,
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NEWS RELEASE

It’s a Boy!

Wichita, Kansas -- Feb. 23 -- Robert Loren McKnight,
son of Margaret and Phil McKnight, of 250 North Terrace
Drive, arrived at St. Francis Hospital at 2:50 p.m. today.

The latest official bulletin from Dr. Robert H. Max-
well, attending physician, reports that both mother and
son are doing fine. Clinical records show that the young
fellow welighs 8 1lbs., O oz., has dark eyes, some hailr,
and a good volice coupled with a powerful palir of lungs.

When finally reached for a statement, the members of
the immediate family had this to say: "I’m very happy!"
smiled the mother, "Hurray! She’s a boy!" yelled young
Philip C. McKnight, II. But the father could not be
reached for comment; he was busy getting out a special
news release. However, 1t’s reported upon rather reliable
authority that he’s quite proud and is expected to survive,
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The Reglster adds that Iocla's attendance this year exceeded that
of both Pittsburg and Miami, towns exactly twice its size in
population.

fran the Eldorado Times

LATEST POPULATION FIGURES AVAILABLE:
Pittsburg 23,843
Iola 7,034
Miami 8,345

You can't do that to the Balkans. However, this 1s offered merely
in the interest of journalistic accuracy.

Thanks for the correction you gave the esteemed Fort Scott Tribune
on "MeCaskey." I never saw such a bunch as the bunch at Fort

Scott. They started out all hot for Caskey back in the days when.
Some of the fellows worked with Caskey during the winter on highway
69 matters. But they changed under pressure from on high or far
below--maybe the latter. One day about the time Caskey was being
appointed,a ring leader of the bunch met Caskey in Swedish head-
quarters '.?m Topeka and snubbed him. Can you imagine such a damphool

way for a clvie minded guy to act? And now their newspaper McCaskeys

him. I never treated Roycox that way, even after he developed into
one deserving of anything I saw fit to give him. In other words
the Fort Scott bunch is going to be a great help in the development
of highway 54. By the way, I wish you would find out for me from
your fellows how many Fort Scotters boarded that bus for the 54
trip to Chicago.

FWB
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@he #inlton Rerprder

HOLTON, KANSAS

WILLIAM T. BECK, PUBLISHER

Dear Rolla:

No public office would bring a man as much real pleasure
and satisfactlon as the plece you wrote about me,and were willing
tc senction 1t by putting 1t on to the printed page. Sentiments
almost as beautifully put a2s yours came in a letter from Clye Reed
today. Another from Bert Walker, who 1ln splte of everything, is smart.

I am no more anxious to run for and hold public office than
you are. We know the satlsfaction of the status of an editor, and
in this capacity maybe we can be more useful to our party and our
country. Thls being true, naturally there would have to be something
resembling a draft, I am practical enough to know drafts always
reculre a little propelling, but I am walting to see how great the
demand 18 here in my district.

That was a splendid editorial you wrote on keeping in mind
the success of the whole tlcket. I have it in type, and the Leavenworth
copied it laest week. Some time apgo I hinted that we should not lose
glght of the necessity of electing & Republican to the Senate next
November, Privatcly, I must confess that the ase guestion has taken

deep-r root zmong the voters than one would have imagined. It looks

nortengious. 'n idea ie an insidious thing. It spr-ads faster than

diseace gzerms. Hope to see you before long.

Cordially,
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Gl

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

MEMORANDUM

e 22-T0 7-47—20M
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Tepeka

Tuesday
Dear Rell:

That was ene eof the swellest edlterilals you ever

writ, my bey. I am truly preud ef you as well as grateful.
It certainly hit my spet, ard I've practiced em seme eothers,
The Kansas Day club executive cemmittee met Saturday, with
seme dezen eor mere present. I was invited and lugged yeur
remarks alemg. After thelr sessien I read 'em your editerial,

™

and yeur ears must have burned. Every persen present says

"that's fer mel" amd really lapped it up. I'm gettinmg it

o

mimeegraphed, smmd am geing te send it areund, albeit I knew
mary eof the brethrem will beat me te it frem yeur exchange.
The gev. and all were mightily pleased, as well they might
be. Thanks a milliem. I'll think up anether diver fer yeur
sptingbeard, ceme the dawn. . « Dave called me just new frem
K. U, and he and s»me eother fledglings are ceming up te have
lunch with me next Tuesday. I'll try te steer 'em right,
since he tells me you steered them te me. These kids are

the beat we've get, Rell, in my beek. Thanks again,

| :
‘Q_)hu‘@ )
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HUGO T. WEDELL
USTICE THE SUPREME COURT
TOPEKA. KANSAS
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Publishers -:- Printers

TIMES KERALD BUILDING

Alliance, Nebraska

Monday
Dear Rolla;

I know you have been bus] hell with Bill sick and all,but we would certainly
like to hear from you.

vou and Betiy are godparents agai eslie d thony w?rg bm;tised;S?turday‘
and we put you on the i3t : a have certainl; med to their
epurch haere-—both are altar boys and.go early and stay I yeare i
grazy about Father sas and he is very nic not r 3d 1 nder if

i
he belongs to an order that can't marry. H i _ut.iv.
time. We all w { I 2h yes day and Ka

! and took all
the kids to the Chadron state park about a week ag iz quite ¢ si%tt. You
drive about 50 miles ovsr these gruesome at ields with no trees and all o; a
gudden you come over a hill and there it i pine lulfs,n s,b:poa:,etc: S0
there are some vary lovely places around he Bast 5 counL{; a good deal
like the flint hills—only more water,and th muskrats have their houses.
T am going out and wateh them as soon as i " ! I've never seen them. It
will be gun for the kids,too. It is grand to have the car.

Haven't read much lately. Have SIMONE which I am amxiolus torread,but navgn't
gotten around to yet. How did you liks MISS MASHAL'S REPOSEY I re;;gagiTT%ﬁ
STRANGE WOMAN the other night. I had forgotten how rot}nn it is. :hg ﬂﬁY”hi?
BUS is not up to standard,but very good. Suppose jyou nave ;eag‘tgay. I dgn %t
see anything coming up that looks like much. Started DUEL IN THE SUN,but don
think it is worth bothering with.
We have put Michael in the Academy. He is slipping in school aqd thought payggga
the Sisters would jack him up. We expected him to want to change Chugcﬂgz il% =
away,but he hasn't said anything about it. This will knock you offbt e Uaihgl?c
tree. The day he changed,Chet said,Well,I suppose he will vant to E a aeh )
and I 'Lowed warily that he might,and Chet said,Well,I don't care. veq 1d Lo
wants to be a priest,it is all right with me. I think he would make a Z0O .
The millenium is at hand,I would say.

When are you coming up? Now that it is warm,you owe yourself a trij,don‘tdynu?
Write. XpOOXX I think you are just -lain mean. Does Julian still write an

order business done? Always, ;
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Friday.

My Dear Ham:

Never called you Ham while I was there but heard
lots of others do so.

The wife and I are just leaving to go out for dinner
and wanted to get a line off toc you so could mail it tonight.
I think the new job is going to turn out OK---at least, it has
so far. Vorking quarters are excellent and everyone is very
pleasant. Haven't as yet had any tangles with the front office,
When that does happen I'll know how things stand. As far as the
work is concerned, it is just about what I was used to at Boeing,
the dif ference being in the way it is done.

Surely did appreciate the nice things you said about

me in The Times lgst lMomday. I told Meryle that if I ever need

a recommendation @ll I have to do is show that item., Would like

it very much if you would have Anna mail me about three more
copies of that particular lssue.

We will get over to El Dorado just as scon as things
settle down a bit., Plegse give my best regards to Klint, Mrs.
Burlin end the rest. I'll write you again in a week or so and

let you know more of how things are going.
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The Topeka State Journal

ARTHUR J. CARRUTH, JR.

S PR

A few days after I returned from a
couple of weeks trying to run AJC III's
aper down in Medicine Lodge, I had to go to
Eew York for another couple of weeks.....As
a result I never got a chance to catch up
at the AP exchange table and,of course,
Nissed The Times for quite a spell.

One day recently III said in a note: "By
the way, better drop in at the Kensas Press

office and get the current number of Howard's
bulletin--it has a yarn written by your good
friend Rolla Clymer about your experiences
with The Index.,

So I dropt in at the Kansas Press--and
there isn't a current number of the bulletin
in the darned shop--so the gal told me.
(Howard is out of town,)

So--how am I going to find out what my
good friend Rolla Clymer said about me?

I wonder!
Faithfully,
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he SAYI ORS

DELBERT LAWRENCE MAUDIE MAE
ZODEEN JANE and GOLDENA MAE

Do, oA Clgma
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