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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Mr, R. A, Clymer - Page &

I would appreclate your forwarding back to me at your earliest
convenlence. They may also ask what the chances are for a
grant, and you may inform them that we are conflicting with no
other station englineeringwise and that according to the present
rules and regulations of the Commission, it is my opinion that
they must make the grant prior to May lst, 1947,

As I ramble on with this letter I would like %o point cut that
in connection with the amendment of the application to include
you, there will be some additional expense. I would estimate
that this should not be in excess of 500,00, of which you
would be expected to pay 40%. These expenses will be primarily
attorneys fees. It will almost entall a new application and a
trip to Washington to expedite 1t.

Other questions will occur to you I am sure, and I will be
most happy to answer them if possible. I am hoping you will
come in on this proposition, because I know it will be both
happy and profitable to you. Mr. Potter is a splendild gentle-
man, who has been extremely successful as an oil operator, and
will be an asset to your community. He willl be happy if you
can see your way clear to look after the radlo property and
will, no doubt, become interested in your oll and gas prospects
in and around E1 Dorado.

You may feel perfectly free to discuss this with Governor
Landon. He has nho interest in the application other than a
sense of obligation of the writer not to mistreat any of his
friends in Kansas and you, sir, are definitely one of his
friends,

g8 very truly,

S e

RB:m} Ross Bohannon
enc.

P. 5. Am also enclosing Rate Cards of Station KSST, Sulphur
Springs, Texas. I own an interest in this station and these
rates are below the average, but I thought you might like to
see them. BRB
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THE EL DORADO TIMES

WALNUT VALLEY TIMES EL DORADO REPUBLICAN

EDITOR AND MANAGER
R. A. CLYMER

EL DORADO, KANSAS
March 25, 1947

Mr, Oscar S. Stauffer

Topeka, Kansas

My Dear Oscar:-
I shall be happy to designate you as

my proxy at the Assoclated Press meeting in New
York next month, if you desire it, In the event you
do not wish to have it, I shall appreciate your
suggestion as to someone else,

Very truly yours,
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RAY GREEN, President LESTER B. SHROUF, Secretary-Treasurer
THE BLADE-EMPIRE
THE BLADE-EMPIRE PUBLISHING COMPANY

CONCORDIA, KANSAS
Mar. 86, 1947.

Rolla Clymer,
El Dorado, Kansas,

Dear Sir:

Who is this Tom Potter who wants to put in &« radio stationd.
at El Dorado, Parsons and Concordia, and w are you doing @bout
it? Is he the Tom Potter who used to be in the legislature from
Linn County? Were you consulted before you filed the applieation

for El1 Dorade? I wonder if it would be wise for us to file an
application for a permit for Concordia? 1Is he on his own, or is
he a stooge for somebody?

Would appreciate any information and your reaction to the
entire situation.

Very truly yours,

4&\
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235 EAST 457 STREET

TEL MURRAY HILL 2-5600
NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

CABLE ADDRESS KINGSYN,N Y.

. || KING FEATURES |- [ SYNDICATE |

,-A

fiarch 27, 1947
My, R. A. Clymer
THE EVENING TIMES
Eldoredo, Kmgas
Dear iy, Clymer:
We have a letter from our representative,

My, plfred H. Alofein, telling us of his pleasant visit
with you.

We do not understend why you have not recelved
copies of our catalog. We have mede it a point to send
& copy to everyone on our melling 1list. However, I em
pleaged to enclose snother copp for your perusel.

Thenk you for your interest.

Sincerely yours,

/K;'ﬂl‘ FH{TUREE}V‘II\ EGATE

/ { L,
/ Y, / -
Clarence E- Rabihow
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THE PRINTING PRESS COMPANY

BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN CABLE ADDRESS DUPLEX BATTLE CREEK

SALES DEPARTMENT

March 27, 1947

Mr. R. A. Clymer, Edr.&Mgr.
The El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Keansas

Dear Mr. Clymers

We are pleased to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of March 24.

We are pleased to list below several plants in
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma that heave in use the
Duplex Tubular Plate Vacuum Casting Box:

Lawrence, Kansas, Southwest Color Press
Ottewa, Kansas, Herald

Moberly, Missouri, Monitor Index
Sedalis, Missouri, Democrat

Columbia, Missouri, Tribune

Me Alester, Oklahoma, News Capital
lawton, Oklahoma, Constitution

We are also enclosing a bulletin which briefly
describes this eguipment.

If we can furnish additional information, do
not hesitate to contact us at once.

Yours very trily,

THE DUPLEX) PRINTING PRESS COMPANY
J.
H. V.lH

enry - Asst. to the Sales Mgr.

Builders of the Worldi Finest Newspaper Predses

METROPOLITAN SEMI-CYLINDRICAL PLATE PRESS * UNITUBLULAR PRESS + UNITYPE TUSULAR PRESS = FLAT BED WES PERFECTING PRESS = STEREOTYPE EQUIPMENT
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MINNESOTA AND ONTARIO PAPER COMPANY

MAMNUFACTURERS
NEWSPRINT - CROUNDWOOD PRINTING - CONVERTING PAPERS - KRAFT - PULP
POLES - CROSS TIES - FOREST PRODUCT PRESERVATIVE TREATMENT

INSULITE

[STRUCTURAL INSULATION)
PLANTS AT
INTERMATIONAL FALLS. MINN. GENERAL OFFICES
FORT FRANCES. ONTARIO e

KENORA, ONTARIO
SPORANE, WASH MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

MINNEAROLIS, MINN. TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 4551

March 27, 1947

The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Attention: Mr. R. A. Clymer
Gentlemens

Your kind letter of March 26th
is received and this is to assure you we
are doing our utmost to release 35 tons
in your April care

We have also suggested to the
mill they advance shipping date if it is
at all possible, but please don't be too
optimistic due to the fact we are consider-
ably behind our schedule at this writing.

Yours very truly,

(U e~

Sales Order Division

JGH: ed
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JOMN W. GORMLEY
ROSS BOMANNON
JEROME T. RAGSDALE
ROSS K. PRESCOTT

GORMLEY, BOHANNON, RAGSDALE & PRESCOTT
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
1517 COMMERCE STREET

DALLAS, TEXAS

March 27, 1947

Mr. R. A. Clymer
¢/o El1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

This will confirm our telephone conversation of
this morning relative to Mr. Potter increasing his
offer of ownership in the Radio Application from
40% to 50%. Mn Potter understood your position
quite well and was of the opinion that your request
was entirely within reason.

I fall to find in our files a copy of the executed
contract with U, P. I am sendling you a copy of a
contract which Governor Landon executed for his
application at Liberal, which I belleve to be i1den-
tical with our contract at E1 Dorado.

We would like to have your answer as soon as
possible, and if 1t i1s favorable then I'll come up
and get the information needed to amend the applica-
tlon. If your Board would like to talk with me about
the appllication, I'll be happy to come up for your

meeting.

Ross Bohannon
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® AGREEMENT ¢

MADE this Rl PICR GO T T S—— . AD. 1947, at New York, N. Y.,
between the UNITED PRESS ASSOCIATIONS, a New York corporation (hereinafter called United Press) and

{ ter called the Er

The parties hereto mutually agree as follows:

1. United Press hereby bargains and sells to the Broadcaster the right and privilege of broadcasting vocally, on elther
sustaining or commercial programs over radio station e rssrsnns 10C8EEA BE vverr SRR TRORA............ccoore e
News Report, and agrees as far as practicable, to deliver
sald News Repart to the Broadcaster by .. veened wire & subemtin. telofune. Samhinm... ..o

II. The Broadcaster agrees to provide the necessary space and quarters for wire and gng:r-belezmph machine, and any

wire, installation and power necessary or requisite for the operation of said wire and printer-telegraph machine, and further
sgrees to receive and accept said News Report and pay, without deduction, to United Press, at its New York office, during the

term of this agreement and any renewal or extension thereof, the sum of s.ASE0

per week, weekly in advance; provided, (1) that if the Telegraph or Telephone Company to which tolls are paid on behalf of the
Broadcaster by United Press, raises the tolls on sald News Report or increases the rental rate on printer-telegraph machine
equipment supplied by them; or if the wage scale for union employees is increased, the Broadcaster shall also pay the Increases
in such tolls, rental or union wages to United Press; (2) that if said News Report or any wire or other facilities used in the
transmission thereof shall be hereafter made subject to any Federal or State tax of any ble either directly or i

by United Press, the Broad 1 proporti

erly applicable to sald News Report; (

extraordinary expenditure of $1,000.00 or more weekly by United Press in

Press may assess and the Broadcaster shall pay United Press an additio

weekly pay for a period coincident with said extraordinary expenditure by United Press.

h

1. The Broadcaster agrees that sald News Report shall not be used as part of, or in tion with, any
deast ob ble by United Press and that all 1 ts shall be clearly indicated as such
and not broadcast to appear as an integral part of said News Report. The Broadcaster further agrees that all broadcasts of
said News Report by the Broadeaster shall state accurately the substance of said News Report and that such broadcasts shall
not mut‘méudgmant of United Press, misrepresent or distort the facts stated in the News Report ived by the deasts

United Press at the office of the Broadcaster, without cost to United Press,

territory by the Br and to make no subsequent

h the fulfillment of all the Broadcaster’s obligations under this

it to be furnished by his employes or from his office any portion

of said News Report, or any news tips therefrom, to any other persen, corporation, publication, commentator or radio station,

and not to make or authorize any other use thereof than in the and agrees to respect all

Telease pledges on advance matter, to use the United Press copyright line on all copyrighted matter and to broadeast the
United Press creditline during each news broadeast period.

V. It Is mutually agreed that United Press reserves the right to make working arrangements and exchanges of news,
wire and radio facilities with other press iations, radio stat or and to sell said News Report to
any other party or parties.

VL uf.uWmumummdmtwmmmmmwmthmmetwmm damage, or expense, direct
or consequential, arlsing to the Broadcaster or to any Sponsor by reason of the publication or dissemination of any of the
s teotoed U ip Secacosstr frous Vit Prus co Ly s 0F 18 S defirecy of it Rem Sl S A

e to a c lown, or other cause coh
or from start of station o

VIL This agreement shall continue for five (5) years from MW_ and shall
renew itself continuously for periods of five (5) years unless either party the other biy registered letter
months before the beginning of the first renewal period or any subsequent renewal period, of its desire
nate this agreement, in which event this agreement shall terminate at the beginning of the next renewal period which would
have commenced thereafter; otherwise, it shall remain in full force and effect subject to the terms and conditions hereof.
the event of a sale, transfer or consolidation of the property of the aforesaid radio station, or the transfer of the license
the same, the Broadcaster hereby guarantees that his , 885l or s will fulfill the terms and conditions
contained for the full life of this agreement.

VII. This agreement is made subject to the ability of the wire companies to furnish
intermediate clients now on United Press circuits, and continuance of the general operating conditions of the Bro!
t existing at the date hereof, unless United Press is satisfied with
t g“ t and

ent, all its pr are
lations now in force or he: Commission, and neither p:
shall be liable in damages to the other if pr prnﬂxtmnfﬂﬂsmementwmnlm
regulation, or order of said Federal Communic: Commission.

IX. Time, both as to delivery and use of sald
15 of the essence of this agreement; and a walver of any breach
of this agreement. This written agreement comprises the entire und
herein contained; any and all oral repr or of

no effect whatsoever.

SIOHED - ABD R RRESYRRED I A PRRSENCR! OF: UNITED PRESS ASSOCIATIONS

...0O¥Y By Nelnndey..... 3 By... BONAR. Bonm TR, ... s
As to vies =

President

SEWARD COUSTY BROADCASTING COMPANY

Borothy Fiehmond ‘ Sy, Jaf § landon

£
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Z. 1t is further mutually agreed thet this sgreesent is contingent entirely
upon the Frosdesster's belng gremted & ljconse snd comstructi n permit by

n
the FPederal Communicstions Comxission to vperate s stenderd (4¥) redio
statizn ia Liberel, Tansssj and further that 17 such license end construction
persit arc not/grasted within ome (1) yesr from August 1, 1947 this sgreement
shell become null and void,
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MINNESOTA AND ONTARIO PAPER COMPANY

MANUFACTURERS
NEWSPRINT - GROUNDWOOD PRINTING - CONVERTING PAPERS - KRAFT - PULP
POLES - CROSS TIES - FOREST PRODUCT PRESERVATIVE TREATMENT

[STRUCTURAL INSULATION)
PLANTS AT
INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MINN. GENERAL OFFICES
FORT FRANCES, ONTARIO 500 BAKER ARCADE BUILDING

KENORA. ONTARIO
At rusl s MINNEAPOLIS 2, MINNESOTA

MINNEAROLIS, MINK March 28, 1947 e G N AL ANTIS AZaT

The Times Publishing Co,
El Dorade, Kansas

Attention: Mr. R, A. Clymer
Gentlemens

As you have probably noted, an increase in the
price of mewsprint of $6,00 per ton has been announced,

effective April 1, 1947.

Accordingly, the price of newsprint shipped to
you under our contract will be $9L.00 per ton on shipments
on and after April 1lst,

Yours very truly,

G

C. T. McMurray
Vice President
in Charge of Sales
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Box 95
Duranzo, Colorado
llarch 30, 1947

The El Dorado Times
Bl Dorado, Kansas

Dear Editor;

Iy mother a residence of Butler county since
1868 passed away in your city Mareh 17th.

Would youm publish her obituary in your paper?
I gmn willing to pay for this matter.

Her father the late John Long was the first
mail carrier in the region of El Dorado,

and Douglags,.

=

I am her somn.

iineerely yours
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RALPH B. EARP, M. D. Tk, 30 ﬂJ", 1441,

Qﬁ% : EL DORADO, KANSAS

P e e B : . o
i) and J ant o ks e o
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©. 5. STAUFFER. PUBLISHER ESTABLISHED 1870

The Arvkansas @ity Daily Traneler

ASSOCIATED PRESS
"‘M'“{ AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS

ARKANSAS CITY. KANSAS

WILLIAM FRAILEY
EDITOR AND MANAGER

April 1, 1947

Mr. R.A. Clymerx
41 UDorado Times
41 Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

I'm sorry about the delay io answering your letter. Things
have bean pretiy bustling down hers and Itve been tied up rather
kadly.

Qur radio station arrangement is rather unusual. KSOK is
100 per cent ownad by Travelsr Publishing Company, but is being
operated completely independently of the newspapasr. #e work to-
gether on things, of course, which has greatly benafitted the radio
gltation, but it is operated as a ssparate unit.

They ars making very good prozress with the station. They
went on the air Jan., 1 with & comparstively large set-up, had &
substantizl loss in Janusry, apuoroximately broke even in Fabruary
and should show a fdirly dacent profit for March.

The station cost a good deal more than Oscar had been anticipating
and was launched on a larger bvasis thao he expected znd he did quite
a kit of kicking about both aspscts. They have 2 oroximataly 12 full
time employes and a faw part-timers.

They hawve done & nice job lining up advertising, koth locally
and from outside. The station appears to have a pretiy good listening
following, too.

Personally, I believe that the situation would have been much
different if anyone except ourseikves had been oserating the station.
From the start, everyone in our orzanization has been helping boost
the station and we havs given it considerable promotion in the opaper.
de had a big list of peoule wanting to advertise on the air ready
when the radio men arrived in town and have continued to do initial
selling for them when opoortunity arises. @ even haven't put up

& contest when HeWspaper accounts have droyped out or cut down to
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use the money for radio time.

As to the effect of the radio oun the newspaper, there is no
denying it hes hurt us somes, but not badly. I got up a list of
their retail outlet accounts iun town and compared space used by
thesa firms in the Travelsr during February as compared to Fabruary
of 1946, It should a drop of about $300, whers normally an increzse
could be expacted. This, of course, dwm covers only ourely rstail
aceounts and does not taks into consideration the extrs rsvenue they
ara picking up from non-retail outfits which don't do much if any
newspaper advertising and also the out-of-town accounts, which we
can't touch.

That is about the general Licture as it stands now. If you
are interested in the details and care to come down sometime, I
would be glad to get you together with George Lindman, station man-
ager.

Our friend Clyde King may ke in for rough going in today's
election.

Siaceraly,

#illfam Frailey

P.S. L would agprsciate it if you would cowusider tanis iafor-
mation coufidential.
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THE EMPORIA GAZETTE

MRS, W, A. WHITE AND W. L. WHITE
EDITORS AND OWNERS

EMPORIA, KANSAS

April 1, 1947

Dear Boss:

Evection night at the Empory Gszette. It's in between
runs 80 I'm talking just s moment to sssure you that I'11 be on the

icb Mondsy morning. Rex, I suppose, w111 stf11 be there so I won't
worry sbout a key to the offtce. Incidentally, I will stay with the
estimable Paul Hawkins unt11 the family moves to E1 Dorado. See you

soon.

ok
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LAW OFFICES OF

FLEESON,GOOING, COULSON & KITCH

- T g
& H.BROGKS FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

(18581944

HOWARD T. FLEESON WICHITA 2. KANSAS
HOMER V. GOOING

WAYME COULSON

PAUL R.KITEH

ireRD ol 1 April 1, 1947,

DALE M. STUCKY

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
c/o Times Publishing Company,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Clymer:

I am in receipt of your letter of March
31,

T am back from Arizona and will be in the
office all of this week with the exceptlion of
Saturday afternoon, and will be glad to see you
at any time.

Very truly yours,

g 2. Auran -
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