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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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THE KANSAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

A Non-Profit Trade Association Founded in 1893, Representing 95% of All Kansas Newspapers

J. Howard Rusco. Secretary-Manager 701 Jackson St., Topeka

January 28, 1947

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
The E1 Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:?

I didn't have the opportunity
of seelng you after your part on the Wichita
program to tell vou what a fine Job you
did in preparing and presenting the
memorials, You did it in & masterful way
and I heard others expressing the same
opinion.

I am looking this far ahead to
the meeting next Jgnuary in Topeka for this
particular part of the program, at least,
and ask 1f you will serve as memorials
chalrman for me then.

Perhaps it 1s imposing on you
to serve again, but if vou agree to do so,
I will promise earlier cooperation from the
secretary'i office in collecting data, and
we will hope there will not be as long a
list of departed ones to memorialize.

I'1l be most grateful if I can
set you down forthis same place on the program
next January.

Cordi Yy yours,

Geo. W. Marble
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OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
GEQ. W. MARBLE
Fort Scout Tribune-Momitor

VICE-PRESIDENT
A. L HIGGINS
Linn-Palmer Record

TREASURER
R. M. SEATON
Manbatsan Mercary-Chronicle

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

FinsT DISTRICT
CLARK HORD
Perry Mirvor
SECOND DISTRICT
LEONARD McCALLA, JR.
Anderson Countian, Garmert

Twirp DisTricT
ORRIN L. BROWNING
Chetopa Advance
Fourms DisTRicT

EirTH DisTRICT
LON L. ROBINSON, JR.
Rash Connty News, La Crone

SixTH DisTRicT
MAX S. MILLER
Russell Record

PAST-PRESIDENT
FRANK HALL
Hill City Times
LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN
WILL T. BECK
Holton Recorder

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
WHARTON HOCH
Marion Record-Review
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January 28, 1947

Editor
The Times
Eldoredo, Kansas

Dear Sir:

Reid Editorials, smooth-flowing and objective pleces of the right
length, are informative and interpretative and never strident except
when the innovation is made unavoldable by a dire catastrophe, such

as the end of the world. This is an infrequent occurrence.

In some newspepers Reid Editorials are the editorial page. In others
they complement the editor's dally grist and ald in achleving com-

pleteness of editorial coverage.

Written on topics that are of interest at the moment, they add up to
a lively daily release--today's is enclosed--that 1s highly prailsed

by editors from Helena to Beaumont, and points East and West.
To learn more about contents, rates and territory, write us a letter.

Yours very truly,

REID EDITORIAL SERVICE

Editor
Arthur Reid:S
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The FLDORADO REFINING (%

ESTABLISHED 1914

Refiners and Marketers of Petroleum
ELDORADO, KANSAS

SALES DEPARTMENT
C. W. RICE, MANAGER

January 29, 1947

Mr. R. A. Clymer, Chairman
Industrial Advisory Committee
¢/o El Dorado Times

El Dorado, Kansas

My friend Rolla:

With reference to the meeting of your Committee on January 9,
and the minutes of the seme, which were presented to the City
Commission for approval of the payment of the bill for $317.06
this matter was discussed in your office recently, and it was
explained to you that the City Commission felt that some of
the charges were questionable, probably for the lack of de-
tail in presenting them. The City Commission felt that we
should discuss some of these items with your Committee before
paying the bill, and slso have a disocussion regarding the pro-
cedure for handling these matters and what items should be
paid in the future.

The City Commission will be glad to discuss this matter with
you when it is convenient with your Committee.

Thanking you for your services, I am

Yours very truly,

(B ry &« =n

Seles Mem@ger
CWR/hpm

ce: H. L. Remsberg
W. L. Lappan
4. C. Trumen
T. A. Helling
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1616 Anthony Street
Columbia, Missouri
January 29, 1947

Mr. R. A. Clymer
The El1 Dorado Times
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear lMr. Clymer:

Thank you for your answer to my original application
letter. I received it this evening. Since the tele-
gram and the letter I sent you yesterdsy will let you
know that I am definitely interested in the job, I
concluded that it would be unnecessary for me to put
you to the expense of a telephone call.

Final examinations begin for me tomorrow and it would
be virtuslly impossible for me to leave Columbia before
finals are finished next Wednesday, February 5th. My
plane are to leave Columbia es soon 28 possible after
the close of school, so I believe I could see you in
El Dorado on the 7th or 8th.

I am very sorry that I cannot meet you immedistely,
but your letter reached me at a rather difficult time.
I shall sppreciate your letting me know if the above
conditions ere satisfactory with you.

I am very much interested in your proposition, and I
hope we can reach an agreement.

Very truly yours,

\éfw (oSt

Hoover Cott
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REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

1337 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST « WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

TELEPHONE: ADams 9215
10

WILLIAM C. MURPHY, JR. Jan. 29 (Kansas Day)
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
The E1 Dorado Times,
El1 Dorado, Kan.

Dear Rolla:

It was good to see you again at Topeka and
note how little damage these past 12 years have done. I
regret that we had no opportunity for a gabfest, but even so
it was considerably more to me than the toots of passing
trains. ©Especially those kind remarks you made in the
lobby of the Jayhawk. You over-estimete me, sir---but go
ahead, I love it.

And further, if the Governor elready has not
written you about the editorial (DEDICATED TO HIS PASK) in
the Times of Jan. 16, which he has just enclosed to me,
he should have done so because he is deeply grateful.

Apart from this and alsc the hard-won fact that

The Times is generally considered the editorial spokesman

for Kansas, I had other reasons for wenting to talk to you.
The vacancy in the Industrial Development Commlssion is a
possibility for me, I think, snd I would have appreciated
your judgment and experience. I do not yet know whether to
seek it ar play out the string here till '48. If you care

to write, I would be grateful---even though in the meantime
some impulse might previously impel me to a decision. But
I'm pretty homesick.

My regards to the worthy Bill Feder. Und erstand
Klintworth went to The Gazette and 4is doing all right.

And again thanks for your friendliness and
cordiality to this prodigal.

Sincerely, .. :
Aack.

Zach. Taylor
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El Doradoe Ka:isu
January 30, 1947

Hoover Cott
1616 Anthony Street
Co,ubia, Missouri

Definitely interested in you will notify you further

next week,

/

/ Prepay and charge The Times
dor
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THE KANSAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

A Non-Profit Trade Association Founded in 1893, Representing 95% of All Kansas Newspapers

701 Jackson St., Topeka
January 31, 1947

1. Howard Rusco, Secretary-Manager

R. &, Clymer,
Eldorado Times,
Eldoradn, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

In going through my records of the ammual meeting
in Wichita, I do not find & copy of the memorials which
you delivered. If you got away with these, could you send
me a copy at your earliest convenience, please?

Lside from the fact that we were instructed to file
these memorials with the State Historieal Society, we have
hed several requests for copies which I would like to fulfill.
Incidentally, may I remark the services which you con-
ducted were as beautiful as any as I have ever heard? b(f ths is
8848 an example of the kind of work you do when you are rush-

ed, we'll make it a point never to give you more than 24 hours
notice in the future.

With best personal regards, I am

Very truly,

ecretary-Manager.
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OFFICERS

Fart Scott Tribune-Monitor

VICE-PRESIDENT
A. L HIGGINS
Ling-Palmer Recard

TREASURER
R. M. SEATON
Manbattan Mercury-Chronicle

L]

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

FIRST DIsTRICT
CLARK HORD
Perry Mirror

SECOND DisTRICT
LEONARD McCALLA, JR
Anderson Countian, Garnesr

THikD DisTRICT
ORRIN L BROWNING
Chetopa Advance

FourtH DisTRiCT
GLEN. E. KISER
Donglass Tribune

FIFTH DisTRiCT
LON L. ROBINSON, JR.
Rush County News, La Crosse

SixTH DisTRICT
MAX 5. MILLER
Rissell Record

PAST-PRESIDENT
FRANK HALL
Hill City Times
LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN
WILL T. BE
Hoalton Recorder
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ALF M. LANDON
TOPEKA

February 3, 1947

Mr. R.4, Clymer
The El1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Someone in Texas -- I don't know who -- is going to file applica-
tion before the Federal Communicetions Commission for a day time
frequency in El Dorado,

The attorney representing this individual or group is representing
me on two other applicabions I am malking. He offered me, by tele-
phone, the right to participate in the El Dorado broadcasbing sta-
tion for as large an interest as I care to taks.

I am not going to take any, That is not because I don't think it
has possibilities for profitable operations, but it is that I

don't know enough about the business, end don't want to get in too
far over my head.

I studied the possibilities that El Dorade offers for a small 250
watt stetion. If I had gone shead with it I would of course discussed
the matter with you, and would have not done so without you having

en opportunity to have taken as large an interest as you want, and if
you did not want to take an interest would not have entered your field
over your objections.

Wow the point is that the party or parties in Texas have done all the
engineering and filed the application. If it is epproved by the

Fu Co Co I omn take as much of an interest as I want -- and I will
pass it on to you =- without any commission.

I think it is worth your investigation. There is no hurry about it,
because I doubt if there will be any ection by the commission for
some months.

With effectionate good wishes to you and all the Clymer tribe.

Sincerely,

Alf M. Landon &~

AML:idr Nr. Landon left the office, and singa h? was an;ious to
get this letter to you, he had me sign it for him.
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Columbia, Missouri
February 4, 1947

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear lir. Clymer:

Thank you for your letter bringing me up to date with
the situ=stion on your npaper. I am still very much
interested in talking with you, and I'm planning to
come to El Dorado Friday or Saturday.

I am sorry that I heven't been able to see you before
this, but the final examinations of the past few days
have made it impossible for me to leave.

There are a few details to be taken care of after
final ex@minations are finished tomorrow, but if things
go well I should be sble to see you Friday.

Very truly yours,

Fhns i

Hoover Cott
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ESTERN -
NI1O

A, N. WILLIAMS
PRESIDENT
RD TIM

WZF83 7 1 EXTRA=COLUMBIA NO 4 458P BiTEED 4 P53
R A CLYMERs{ . =~ S
EL DORADO TIMES

WILL SEE YOU FRIDAY OR SATURDAY=

HOOVI?R COTT  COLUMBIA%G

- CLYMERS o mﬁf‘;ﬁ@

THE v 1 FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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El Dorado, Kansas
February i, 1947

' Hoover Cott
11616 Anthony Street
/| Columbia, ko, .

} May we expcct you here last this week please wird.

prepay and charge The Times

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 24443/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

*THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM
LAWRENCE

February 4, 1947

Mr. Rolla Clymer
Eldorado Times
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla: f -

Howard Rusco says that he has sent to you
the only list he had of Kansas editors who died during
1946. I had asked for the list to use in our Hall of
Fame Trecords.

Can you send the list to me as soon as you
have finished with it? I will have our secretary make
a copy and will forward the original to Howard.

Are you still in the market for a reporter?
I have not forgotten your request but simply haven't had
any likely prospects. I would like to know, however, if
you have filled the position.

Cordially yours,

EIMER F. BETH
Acting Chairman
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THE EMPORIA GAZETTE

W. A. WHITE, EBITOR AND OWNER
W. L. WHITE, PUBLISHER

EMPORIA, KANSAS

Feb., 5, 1947

Dear Boss:

One of the 1sst things you said to me yesterday was
"Think 1t over.” I have -- snd I've d1scussed 1t with the family.
The result 1s thet I em very much interested. Do you st111 want
me ?

Emporis has many sdvantsges, of course, but 1 can
herdly hope for 2 much better desl here for several years. So if
you are Interested In heving me assume E111's chores, perhaps we
can get together,

First, however, I showuld 1ike to hsve your advice.
Do you think 1t would be s wise move on my part? We have our own
home hepe but we could dispose of that. Undovbtedly we would have
housgine difficulties in E1 Dorsdo but the family wouldn't move
until schopl 1s out snd surely by then I would have been sble to
find something. And so far ss Eob'=s education 1s concerned he
cou'd 2o to the junlor college for two years and then to Kansas
State or K. U. ss we have planned,

Rex seems to be only luke wsrm towerd the job there
ag he, too, has complicetions. 30 I'm sure he wouldn't be the
lesst bit resentful if I were to return., Strengely, I find that I
heve B growingz yen to move bseck to the home passture where I know
practically everyone snd his dog.

Now, boss, if you sti11 feel that you would 1ike to
heve me return, whet would be the mseximum sslesry? As you know,
my job here with the incentive =nd sports correspcndence amounts
to $55 or #56 weekly. One more thing. Would we sti11 hsve that
other man?

If we decide thst E1 Doprsdo 1s to be mylfuture home ,
I would have to zive the Gazette at 1east two weeks notlce. I
know you would went me to do that.

I'm thinking of my future end am just a 11ittle bit
puzzled, Plesse let me know what you think.

Sincerely,

‘f?kf;uIQ
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM
LAWRENCE

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN February 6, 1947

¥r. R. A. Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
£l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I am sorry that you had to call on lissouri for help, but we have
had so many requests to fill staff vacancies that we are chagrined at
our inability to help editors and publishers when they call on us. The
increased enrollment in journalism (as in most other fields) is at the
freshman and sophomore levels and it will take at least a year before
the upper classes build up sufficiently to produce more graduates.

David was in to confer with me several weeks ago and I think we
straightened out several of the questions which were giving him some
trouble. I hope that he will do very well in his work at K.U. If you
come to visit him, hope you will drop in on us.

Cordially,

YA

Elmer F. Beth
Acting Chairman
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
€. 0. WRIGHT

KANSAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

THREE-ONE-FIVE WEST TENTH
TOPEEA
THE KANSAS TEACHER, OFFICIAL FUBLICATION

FROFESSIONAL RELATIONS
MINTER E. BROWN. DirecTOR

February 6, 1947

TOs SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS OF EANSAS

SUBJECT: 1Is Kensas Second From Top in Schools?

We have received a reprint of a page article which is to appear

in LOOK magazine under dete of Februery 18, This article is drawm

from the book "Education, America's Magic" by Raymond M. Hughes and
William He Lancelot of Iowa State Collegee Minter and I have checked
the book, and the data they use in the formulas are loaded with fallacy.

This LOOK article will probably be discussed by people in your
community as it shows thet Kansas holds second position in rank in
Us Ss educations Only Utah is supposed to top us, I am enclosing &
copy of the letter I have written to a member of the LOOK staff

who wrote us a letter and sent the advanced reprint,

The significant points are that the Hughes study used 1940 figures;
it combines data to form questionable formula including ability of
the state, current expenditures per pupil, number graduating, mmber
in school, etc.

The LOOK article may do us damage because it tends to show that all
is right with the world in Kansas, The book was also abstracted
in the Readert's Digest.

Sincerely,

Ca s o e

Ce 04 Tiright }
Executive Secretary

CT h

809=G=233

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 24448/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

KANSAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
THREE-ONE-FIVE WEST TENTH
TOPEKA
COPY THE KANSAS TEACHER, OFFICIAL FUBLICATION

CoPy

-

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS
C. 0. WRIGHT MINTER E. BROWN, DirecToR

February 5, 1947

Mr, Felix Jager

LOOK Megazine

511 Fifth Avenue

New York 17, New York

Dear Mr, Jager:

Thanks very much for the reprint of the material you are rumning in LOOK
on February 18, on the rank of the states in education. Kansas appreciastes the
oampliment of being placed so high in the top one=third ranking, but frankly it
is only e compliment.

As soon as the Hughes~Lancelot book came out, we got & copys. That was some
two or three months ago. We spent some time on their analysis and consider it,
so far as the current picture goes, to be as full of fallacies as a sieve is
full of holes,.

First of all the study is made basioally on the 1940 census which is now
nearly ten years old. In the second place, their combination of data, illiteracy,
number attending high school, etc., they use to arrive at a formula is open to
very serious quéstion. The literacy figures prove very little except perhaps
that Hansas has few foreigners and not many Negroes. It doesn't mean much to be
able just to read and writes The significant thing is what is read and what is
written and what you do as & citizen about its

In the period covered by ir. Hughes, this state was on its uppers in respect
to state income. 1We were just emerging from the dust bowl period when farm
income and income from cattle were in the cellara Since then good weather and
good prices have put us on easy street as a people though our expenditures for
schools have lazggeds. We have lost possibly a higher number of our bes%t teachers
then any neighboring state unless it might be Nebraska. Our teachers salaries
are disgraceful and young people who are entering our colleges are not preparing
for teaching, Kansas has almost onewfourth of its teachers on emergency certifie
eatess In respect to college training about one in three cannct meet 2 low
certification requirement of a year college. 'le are very low on state suppért
for schoolss Some of our schools, where there is local substance, are good,
some are as poor as any in the nation. Kensas is spotted.

We are proud of the fact that so many of our youth are in high school
and so many finish hirh school and enter college. This is partly due to the
belief of the people in education, but is probably chiefly due to the famet
that farming in Konsas is seesomal, Wheat is planted in the late summer or
early fall and is harvested after school is dismissed in the spring. There are
few industries to call our youth from school. It is one thing to be in school,
often quite another to be in a good schools

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 24449/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

Mre Folix Jager February 5, 1947
LOCK lMopozine

Frankly, I think the Hughes=lancelot report, which is so full of fallacies
and so far off the beam, has only historiocal value. Unfortunately, it will
possibly do our state considerable domages Had he run figures on prepaeration
of teachers, years of service, salaries paid teachers, and staote aid for schools,
he would have had & better index of educational effectivensss. Certainly these
foctors should be in the pictures Income of 1940 is no index of income today,

If you really want to run a ‘true story on the roll eall of the states,
I think you are going %o have to look elsewhere than the Hughes=lLancelot report,
You need something more up-tomdate and you need o combination of dute in
formulas which will more effectively show educational outcome,

This criticism of the Hugheswluncelot report is not o criticism of the
fine work that LOOK hos done in promoting better interest in public schools,
The profession and all those interested in improving school opportunities
appreciate the fine articles in the pages of your journal in advencing the
couse,

Sincerely,

Signeds C. OJright
Execubive Secretery
Kansas State Teachers Association

CT h
610=-Gm234
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