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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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DODGE CITY DAILY GLOBE
DODGE CITY, KANSAS

J.C.DENIOUS
£oIToR

Mr. R.A. Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kansas

January 28, 1948

Dear Rolla:

Since your editorial about me appeared in the
Times & few days ago I have received several
copies from friends scattered over the state.

I had no idea the Times had such a wide ecircu-
lation. Your edition which comes into this
field probably carried the least conviction with
it because everybody out this way knows that I
am & mighty small potato. If I counld measure

up to even a sme&ll fraction of your estimate

I would be supremely happy.

I think I have told you on other occassions that
there are very few other persons among my friends
whose good opinion I prize as much as yours. My
only concern is that your conscience will not

be too troublesome hecause of vour having written
this generous comment atout me.

Please accept my thanks and with it the hope
that your fine spirit and wonderful talents will
bring vou & wealth of satisfaction to enjoy.

Sincerely yours,
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HoLMES, BAKER, ARN AND MULLINS
ATTORNEYS AT Law
SUITE S17-523 BEACON BUILDING

WICHITA 2, KANSAS

W E HOLMES
HOWARD L BAKER

ST January 25, 1946

Mr. Rolla Clymer, Editor
The ElDorado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:-

The enclosed announcement (and mat) is no sur-
prise to you, I know. If you can use the substance of it in
your demuery=36r issue, I'll be most grateful,

—?.45%‘»7. 426,

I look forward to seeing you real soon -- and
in the meantime I'1l much appreciate any suggestions you can
give, And I'll need suggestions and advice, because I know
campaigning for one's self is different from "carrying water"

for someone else.
Sincerel

Edward F. Arn
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EMPORIA COMMITTEE FOR THE
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE MEMORIAL SERVICE

On His Birthday Anniversary, February 10, 1946

Emporia, Kansas
January 26, 1946

Dear Editor:

We invite you and your fellow citizens to join ue in & memorial
service for William Allen Whitc on Sunday, Februery 10, at 2500 PM in the
Civie Auditorium in Emporin.

There was nevor & timo in our history when the far-sighted wisdom
of Mr. White was more sorely nceded. It would benefit the whole world if he
could only probe our current problems with his incisive pen end point the way
to those common sense solutions he gould always seel

Since he is not here, it will be well for the pcople of Kansas - =
led by their editors - - to stop on the 78th anniversary of his birth to do
honor to this greet man end to rcerll some of the counsel he gave us when he
was a vivid pert of our nationcl life.

Spenkers at this service will be men who knew and loved Mr. White
and whom he helped to train for the brillient work they are now doing
Broeck Pemberton, theatrical producer of New York City, Rolle Clymer,
of the El Dorado Times, Roy F. Bailey of the Salina Journal and John Redmond
of the Burlington Republican. Thirty minutes of the meeting will be broad-
cast. There will be music by thc Vielsh singers who sang at Mr. White's
funeral two years ago and by D. A. Hirschler, president of the College of
Emporia who played on this same occesion.

We sincercly hope that you can be present at this great service
and sit in the special seetion which will be reserved for Kansas editors.
Flease send us your acceptence on the enclosed card so thet we cen reserve
your place. We count on you, who nre our only contact, to urge other people
in your community to come to this service. There will be seats for them in
the mein body of the suditorium,

I look forword to sceing you in Emporia on February 10.

Cordielly yours,

(G it

Cre G. Rindom, Mayor
Cheirmen of Memorial Committee

Ps 8. Enclosed are two stories: one cbout the memorial service, the other
a tribute to Mr. Vhite. We hope you have a cut of Mr, White in your
files which you can use with one of them.
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THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
STAR BUILDING
KANSAS CITY 8, MO.

January 26, 1946

Mr, R, A. Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I have received many friendly and touching letters from my
Kansas friends about my departure, but none more genuine and heart-
warming than yours. I am humbly grateful that you feel the way you
do, and I shall never forget it.

I am also proud that what I did here merits such high praise, and
I'm afraid flattery from you, I cannot tell you with what sadness I
leave 21l my Kansas friends, and I don't think I could do it but for
the feeling and belief that I will return, like MacArthur, and that
many of you will come to New Orleans sooner or later.

I shall never forget the enjoyable visit to El Dorado, and I hope
you will bring Mrs. Clymer and come visit us in New Orleans when we

get straightened out there. I'd like to renew our coversations, which
have been too few and spaced far too far apart.

My best to you both until we meet again.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 23496/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 23497/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

THE EL DORADO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EL DORADO, KANSAS

Januery 28, 1946

Mr, R.4. Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kans,

Deer Mr, Clymer:

Your editorial in Seturday's paper commenting on the
possibility of heving warning signals at the Kechi crossing was
very kind and genuinely appreciated.s While I would like to
take credit myself for the idea of writing the railroad company,
this isn't the case because several people mentioned to me the
possibility of accidents at this crossing. Actually, the letter
was written to the compeny at the suggestion of Mr, MoIntire, who
experienced & "close call" at this particular crossing a few weeks
ago. The results in this particular cese, however, demonstrate
that in matters of this kind, if people would take the time to re-
port them to us, more might be accomplished for the benefit of the
community.

I plan to write the Midwest Research Institute in Kansas
City, asking for material to be used in newspaper stories leading
up to Dr, Vagtborg's appearance here on March 6th. When this mater-
iel arrives, I will immediately bring it over o you.

Agein, thenks for your kind editorial.

R OF COMMERCE

HLR/r1 Menager.

cc: I.H. MeIntire

“Sn:rvins a Boom Town that Grew'
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Augusta, Kansas
January 29, 1946

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kensas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

le are most happy to learn from liss Berthe Shore that you will
be able to give us your talk, "High Lizhts of 1945," the evening
of February 14, 1946, Bert no doubt explained, this meeting will
be attended by Kiwanians and wives, so please bring Mrs. Clymer
with you.

We will provide a reading desk which you can use for reference data,
Cid

The dinner will start at 7:00 p.m. Bert has promised to bring you
by the "Marshall Castle" about 6:30 p.m.

Looking forward to meeting you and enjoying your address.

John G, Marshall
Program Chairmen,
Kiwanis Club

Sincerely,

JGM:BB

co - Miss B. B, Shore
Mr, Gene Scholfield
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LARGEST DAILY AND SUNDAY CIRGULATION ASSOCIATED PRESS
IN THE STATE OF KANSAS. UNITED PRESS
a

The Wichita Beacon

EVENING AND SUNDAY MORNING
M. M. LEVAND, PRESIDENT

WICHITA 1, KANSAS

February 1 ,1946

HoME OF THE WICHITA BEACON

¥r. R, A. Clymer
The El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rollo:
This will acknowledge yours of January 3l.

You need never warry about our friendsnip, We can assure you
that the Klu Klux Klan inoident will never separate us from each
other and if at any time we can be of service %o you over hers,
please do not hesitate to oall on us,

When you are in Wichita drop in and visit the Beaocon - we will
be very happy to have you do that. You can always make The
Wichita Beacon your headquarters,

With best wishes from Louis, John and myselt.

Bincerely yours,

vand/,President
BEACON PUBLISHING COMPANY
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DODGE CITY DAILY GLOBE
DODGE CITY, KANSAS

Mr. Rolla Clymer
The Times
Tl Dorado, Kansas

February 2, 1946
Dear Rolla:

Since I have come home I have had several conferences
with the boys in our press room, lNone of them seem

to want to nge jobs permanently, so I sugzested that
if one of them would be willing to g0 to El Doradoe for
a short time while wou were looking elsewhere for a
pressman it would be a greet help., The press room
foreman is unwilline to leave this press at all. He
takes & great pride in keeping it up and is afraid

to trust it to any other hands. TFor a while our second
man seemed willing to try it at Fl Dorado for & limited

time, but now he has concluded that he has not had enough

experience to take the responsibility for the press by
himself. Under the circumstences, it seems I have
failed to give you any relief.

I am extremely sorry that this situation is as it is
beceuse I would go a long way to accommodate vou in

any way possible. However, it is a little difficult

to tell these follkte to do something that they do not
want to do and we would probably have trouble on our
hands if we attempted to force the matter further. If

I get any different reaction from this press group with-
in the next few days I will write you again.

Sincerelz yours,
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" WESTERN -

5G|
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The Daily Free Press FULL ASSOCIATED PRESS DAY REPORT Fhad ki
L Star, F
Consafidatod Oct, 1 1628 ANBUALL Ni-Bi'A. FEATURES eritalldated prRRL

Judependence Dailp Reporter, @

Oldest Daily in Southern Kansas
Establshed 1881

INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS
H A  MEYER
Eoirorn ano PusLisHEr

F. C. SANDS
Manacing EpiTor

Fabruary 5, 1946,

My. Rolla Clymer,
ElDorado, Kansas.

Bear Rolla:

Just wired you telling you of my great regret that I
cgnnot respond to your call for help. I can only say that
for the past year and a half I have been running with two men
short in the composing room and my pressman is & novice with
a beginner as his helper. I am on thln ice all the time,
have phoned all the way to Florida trying to geti adequate help
but no dice. Merely recite all this so that you will under-
stand why I could not send you an encouraging reply.

If I hear of a thing in the way of & pressman I'll sure
let you lmow.

Sir r'e_af.ly yours,
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THE COFEEXVIELE JOU RNAL

ESTABLISHED 1875
MEMBER ASSOCIATED PRESS H.J. POWELL AND COMPANY
COMMERCIAL PRINTING PUBLISHERS

COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS
“eb. 5, 1946

Rolla Clymer,
Eldorado Times,
Lldorado, Kansas,

Dear Rolla:
Immediately on receipt of your letter, I called George
Stewart, for a number of years Independen ce heporter press=
men who promised me he would eall you, “aid he wanted = job.
Asked what you paig. 1 suggested he call 1%cu.z collect and
he said he would, “f he didn't his phone No, is 1£5-R, In-
dependence..

e 1s well recommended to me and believe he will
f£111 the bill, ; ave no other suggestion presently but if
you don't land & men soon, get in touch with men and I
will canvass the situation further.

Truly,

A
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THE PARSONS SUN -

Member of Rssociated Press
Evening Excep! Sunday

Parsons, Kansas

CLYDE M. REED, Publisher February 6, 1946
CLYDE M. REED, Jr., Manager

Mr. Re A. Clymer
Eldorado Times
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I have your letter of February li about your need for
a pressman and wish that I could do something to help you
out. We unfortunately do not have & spare pressman, but
we do have a young man who hasmaﬁturned from the armed
forces after about three years,¥Who formerly was employed
as a stereotyper and press man and there is a possibility
he might be available to you. He is planning to come back
to work for us soon, but i1f you would be Interested in him
we would be glad to tell him of the opportunity.

Our mechanical superintendent tells me the young man
has not had a great deal of experience on the press, being
something of an assistant during his former years here.

He is an excellent stereotyper, however, and possibly could
learn more about press work as time goes on. He has not
had any experience on a standard tubular such as yours,

all of his press experience having been put in on our uni-
tubular. 2

If you are interested further, let me know and we will
talk to the boy and possibly he can come to Eldorado to
look over the situation.

ely,

E ZRSONS SUN

f””’E;;;;.m. Reed, jr.

e
CMRJ:rfp
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EMPORIA COMMITTEE FOR THE

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE MEMORIAL SERVICE
On His Birthday Anniversary, February 10, 1946

February €, 1946

Dear Mr. Clymer:

We hope that you and Mrs. Clymer can have
luncheon with members of the Emporia committee
and the other speakers next Sunday. The luncheon
will be at 12:;30 at the Broadview Hotel.

If you arrive earlier you can make your=-
selves comfortable in & room which we have reserv-
ed for you at the hotel.

Please be good enough to let us know about
when you expecti to arrive,

Cordially yours

F. B. Ross
of the Committee

Mr, Rollo Clymer
El Doradc Times
El Dorado, Kansas

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 23511/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Gty

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 23512/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

THE LEAVENWORTH TIMES. PRI A i

LARGEST DAILY CIRGULATION IN LEAVENWORTH CITY AND COUNTY EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

OME OF THE BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUME |N KANEAR

LEAVENWORTH. KANSAS.
February 6,1946

Dear Rolla:

1 know what you are up sgeinst, for I faced the same
thing last summer. Then, my assistant pressman ran out on us
to teke a job in Idaho, leaving us with one man in the press-
stereo depar tment--a man over 70 in bad health and under doc-
tor'd orders to take a rest.

I tried all over Kansas. Got a former assistant
pressman at Ottawa who had Jjust left Sunflower. He stayed
three days in spite of offering him pretty good pay; a free
room and $2 a day for meals becsuse of fact he had to live
away from home. I got a man from Enid, Oklahoma who looked
the job over. He was competent but an offer of $75 a week
(in violation of all wage and hour rules) would not interest
him.

Finally, I picked up an old retired solgdier who
had not had one day's experience. He did some of the heavy
work. Soon afterward I got a discharged veteran who had
been a gunsmith before the war and at least knew the differ-
ence between a screw driver and a monkey wrench. And, miracu-
lously, the old pressman"hung on"™ and for the moment I'm in
pretty good shape.

I don't know where in the devil to tell you to
look. The two who came, looksd the job over, and refused
the offers of $75 a week answered an ad I ran in The Star.

Do you have an assistant who knows enough to make

casts, roll mats, thread the web, ete? If so, whg not put

on a couple of youngsters as learners. Try to gel your press-
man to keep coming down, even though he sits in a comfortable
chair and directs the work in that way. That's about what
ours did. Then, after a month or two your assistant will
have the confidence and omne of the youngsters will have shown
a knack.

Here I am offering advice when what you asked for 1s
a pressman. Honestly, I can't help you. I think if you call the
ressmans' union in Wichita they would keep you going in en

over
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THE HUTCHINSON NEWS.HERALD
HUTCHINSON, KANSAS

JOHN P. HARRIS February 6, 1946

EDITOR AND MANAGER

Mr. R. A, Clymer
The ElDorado Times
ElDorado, Bansas

Dear Rolla:

The only thing I can think of is

a fellow by the name of Lotspeich,
who ran our press at Ottawa for
years until he retired about six
months ago. He 1s still physical-
1y capable of seeing you through,
at least until you can find some
permanent men, and I have a suspi-
cion he would be willing to do it
for you. I don't know his exact
address, but you could easily get
in touch with him by calling Guy
Snedsker of The Ottawa Herald.

Sincem:-l/y}.’
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STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION
HAROLD K. SNIDER. LAWRENCE
ADRIAN M. SMITH, MCPHERSON
C. L. CUSHING, DOWNS
ROY W. COX, loLa
KIRKE W. DALE. ARKANSAS CITY
GUY RHEA. JETMORE

MYRON GEORGE. SUPERVISOR
COUNTY SECONDARY ROADS

W. G. JOHNSON. ENGINEER
COUNTY SECONDARY ROADS

D. J. FAIR, DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS
F. QUENTIN BROWN. SECRETARY

R. C. KEELING, STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER

W. S. McDANIEL, Ass'T STATE HIGHWAT
ENGINEER

GEQ. E. TIFFANY. ENGINEER OF CONSTRUCTION
FAUL MARTIN, ENGINEER OF DESIGN

STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION
OF KANSAS

TOPEKA

L. L. MARSH, ENGINEER OF MAINTENANCE
W. L. DYATT. OFFICE ENGINEER
R. D. FINNEY, ENGINEER OF MATERIALS
€. L. MURPHY. AupiToR
J. A. CAMPBELL. RIGHT oF WAY ENGINLER
J. F. HARBES. JR.. ENGINEER OF

HIGHWAY PLANHING

OTHO W. LOMAX, ATTeRKEY

February 6, 1946
C. M. VOELKER. SUFERINTENDENT
VEHICLE DEPARTMENT

Mr. R. A. Clymer
Editor and Manager
THE EL DORADC TIMES
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I have just recelved a letter from Floyd C. Ramsey, Vice-
President of the Ramsey Petroleum Company of E1 Dorado in which
he advises that he has just learned that we contemplate some
changes in 196 west of Potwin. He states, without any engineer-
ing field knowledge, that the relocation of the road would not
better conditions and that there 1s still a possibility that
in flood times the proposed highway would cause additional
damege to the property adjoining the road as well as the high-
way itself, He further states that minor changes in the road
and minor repairs on the present road would be sufficient,

Frankly, I cannot understand Ramsey's attitude in this
matter. Is he writing the letter for himself or someone else?
It was addressed to the Governor and sent to us for attention.
I am speaking to you in all confidence sbout this matter and
will not answer it unt ear from you concerning the new
trend of things.

I also want you to know that a flood of petitions are
coming in from the Whitewater area signed by quite a number
of people from Newton, Whitewater and Potwin, I think I shall
send all of these down to Senator Dale for his perscnal check-
up and attention.

The strange thing is I have a letter from Mr. Zimmerman
of Whitewater who urges us to take some action and put the
road where our good judgment tells us 1t should be located.

He appears to have confidence in us, We are suffering because
we have failed in the past to have nerve enough to locate the
road where the Public Roads Administration says it will give
us help and where we know the drainage of the country can be
taken care of to the point where traffic will not be delayed.

With personal regards, I am

Yours very trulyﬂ

Y e

D. (I FAIR
Director of Highways
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TuE OrTAWA HERALD
e e e
OTTAWA, KANSAS

sioner v, HARRIS Feb. 7, 19 . 8. SNEDAKER
Eomon Aup Managtn BusINEs MAnABER

R. A. Clymer
El Dorado,
Kans.

Dear Mr. Clymer:

Your letter of Feb, 4th to Sidney Harris arrived
and as Sid is out of town this month, I am taking
the liberty of answering for him.

We do not have an extra pressman or one with enough
experience to get you by. There is a man that might
do who worked for the Herald for several years

and has had considerable experience with a Duplex
both heee and at Chanute but he is not interested.

I showed him your letter and he said he had seen
your adv. in the Star but that he was making more
money than that selling Electroluxes.

Sorry we can not help you out.
Very truly yours,
THE OTTAWA HEKS
W

W. G. Snedsker
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