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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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The Pittaburg Headlight THEPITTSBURGSUN

EVENINGS MORNINGS
EXCEPT SUNDAY EXCEPT MONDAY

Established 1887 Established 1915

THE PITTSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
June 12, 1945

R. A. Clymer
The Times
El Dorsdo, Kas

Dear Rolla:

Thanks for sending me the Hinshaw letter. It effectively
explains the system of writing which Dave has invented. I
am returning the letter.

You are laying out gquite a job. But the result, when and if
accomplished, should be interesting, as you say. I am fully
convinced that Alf's start on the national stage can be
credited here to Pittsburg. It was Doe lMoore who furnished
the facts and figures and steam for the cash basis campaign.
Surely there will be agreement that Alf's national career was
based on his record as an economizer. In parts of the country
as scattered as Helena, Montena and Columbus, Ohio in the
early months of 1936, I made speeches on Landon. I painted
him as an economizer and it was easy to detect the deep
interest which audilences had in the subject of governmental
economy. I have always maintained the blg mistake of the
campalgn of /36 was in getting off that issue and trying to
find others. The one issue we had was economy. But we threw
it away. Hamilton never could see that there was anything in
it. The truth of the matter was we had nothing else that

had anything in it for that campalgn.

You probsbly have forgotten it, even if you had seen it. But
for purposes of the record I published, I think on the
anniversary, an sccount of the little ﬁeeting in Kensas“City

which I arranged at Oscar's suggestiol Alf was projected
as a cundidate. There were so many stories of the origin

of the thing that I thought it well to put it on record at
an early date. There were five of us, including Alf. The
others were Oscar, Roy HRoberts and Lacy Haynes. Oscar was
insistent that I take over the orgunization of the campailgn.
It was on a Saturday night. After a long discussion of the
thing, it was decided that Alf was to go in. One of us had
to take over the organizing. Obviously neither Robert nor
Haynes could do it--get out in front and head up the
organization. Oscer insisted that I should do it. I insisted
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R. L. Cjymer--2--June 12, 1945

that he should do it. The other fellows refused to make the
choice. Oscar finally agreed.

You know the rest of the story well. A one room office in the
Muehlebach grew rapidly. A small force also grew into a big
one. And I think the campaign of late fall and mid winter
was a dandy.

But this letter is too long. I .started out to return Dave's
letter to you and have wandered far into the field. MNaybe we
can talk it out sometime.

Sipcerely yours,

—N

FWB:1ls
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WILLIAM MARSHALL
€28 NORTH CRESCENT DRIVE
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA

June 15, 1945

Ham Clymer
1019 South Demver Strest
El Doredo, Kensas

Dear Ham:

T wented to write and express my thenks sgain for the courtesy =«
and kindness you showed me when I visited E1 Dorado a few days
ago.

I was terribly sorry that I couldn't join you for lunch and that
game of golf, but I only had e little time to finish some business
and as you know I left on a call from the studio.

I appreciated very much your letting me go through the house. You
and Mrs. Clymer have kept it looking like home.

Tt's looks as though I'11 be busy here for some time to come and

I may not get back to El Dorado for quite awhile, However I'd

be very happy if you should come to Hollywood to have you oall

and we'll have that lunch and play that golf game we missed in
Kansas. I hear you're pretty good, Dad used to say so, so Itll
try to have Crosby or Hope or someone out here to give you a little
competition. I'd also like to teke you through the studios and
introduce you to some of my friends and let them see what a real
newspaper man looks like,

Give my regards to Mrs. Clymer and David end T'd be very happy to
hear from Kethryn. When you write her you might have her call me.

My mother and sister also send their regards to you both end may I
say agein that you were sbout the only ome who made El Dorado feel
like home.

Kindest regards from your friend.

Sincersly,

3 teq

Williem Marshall
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In reply addresa not the signer of this
Izltu‘r,!rnt Burcau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department, Washington 25, D.C.
NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Refer to No.

» Pers-63b-clu
MM 878 23 63

16 June 1945

Mr. Lloyd A, Wilson,

General Mansger,

The Wichita Chamber of Commerce,
Wiichita, Kansas,

Dear Mr, Wilson:

This will acknowledge your letter of 7 June 1945 1n the
interest of J. M, Sparr, Aviation Radioman third class,

An effort is being made by the Bureau to give full con-
sideration to the individusl's choice of duty, and requests
are grented when consistent wlith the needs of the Service,
However, it 1s not practicable to transfer men to local-
ities or dutles of their choice, unless they are available
for reassignment and there are requirements for thelir
services in the localities or specific dutles requested.

Sparr may submit a request for transfer through his Command-

ing Officer to the Administrative Command of that activity,
and you are assured that such a request will receive every
consideration consistent with his availability for reassign-
ment and the requirement for his services aboard the ship

of his choice.,

Your interest in Sparr is appreciated.
By direction of Chilef of Naval Personnel:

Sincerely yours,

Lieut., U. 8. N.;
Enlisted Distribution Division.
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Butlor Frmet, Compamy -os-i0 wanvorts = wansas cirv e -missous.
A DIVISION QF THE BUTLER cofMm P A NY

June 18, 1945

R. A. Clymer
Times Press
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

In spilte of the fact we have not had the chance to see
you personally for some time, we appreciate the business you
are glving us and we will do our best to continue to take
care of your paper needs.

Some grades and weights are no longer made or sre mighty
hard to get but as a rule we can furnish some sheet that will
let you produce your job.

By the way, since Limitation Order L-24]1 was arended
April 4, 1945, it is required that you furnish us with a
new certificaticn covering this order. To assist you in
doing this, we attach a certificate form in duplicate.
Pleasse sign both, keep one for your file and serd the other
to us. :

Sincerely yeurs,

M SOt &
Sales’ Serviece Officer
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

DEPARTMENT OF LAWRENCE
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

June 20, 1945

Mr, R, A, Clymer
E1 Dorado
Kanseas

Dear Friend:

Just to advise you that my meeting with you on my recent
visit to El Dorado added immeasurably to the soclal and busi=
ness end of my trip.

The reception thet my plan is receiving from the men and
women of K,U, is most gretifying, end I hope the day is not

too £ar awaey when we will be free of this staggering indebted-
ness and have football tesms that will befhe pride and joy of

every K,U, alumnus,

Agein assuring you of my apprecistion of your friendship, I
am

Cordially yours,

E. C. wuigley “"‘%’[AJ K

Director of athletics

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 22961/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 22962/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

% ?@? wﬂ:l’f& C)/t:ﬁfﬂl/’@i c ,--infw-'i.-ce

WICHITA, KANSAS

June 21, 1945

Mr. R. &, Clymer, Editor and Manager
The El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

We have received the enclosed letter from the
Nevy Department regarding J. M. Sparr who wants
to be transferred to the U.S.S. Wichita and con-
cerning whom you wrote me recently, after which
I wrote to the Navy Department in his behalf and

sent you a copy of my letter.

I suggest that you forward the enclosed letter to
Mr, Sparr for his informatio

incerely,

sl ‘
LIoyd A. ﬁalson
General Manager
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THE KANSAS CITY STAR.

DAILY SUNDAY WEEKLY
COMBINED CIRCULATION CIRCULATION CIRCULATION 420,000
MORNING AND EVENING 320,000 PAID-TN-ADVANCE
BOO.OOO

Kansas City, lio.
June 22, 1945.

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
El Dorado, Kansis.

Dear Rolla:

Fnjoyed very much getting your letter, &nd was
intrigued at the possibilities for good eating
your letter suggested. However, did not notice
.eny mention of onions; and trust you do not
grow them in the Clymer garden. That right ?

As for that "dirty crack" about your mowin g you

1aid yourself wide open for it, so I naturelly

bored in, I theroughfy cnjey hunting cut and

writing those Kensas Notes, and only wish circum-

stances were such that I could visit around

more in both Kansas and Missouri. My lack of

acquaintance with the latter state patricularly

handicaps me in the handling of the state news,

but I'm getting onto & few places and facte con-

cerning the Show Me state. I hope later to ac-

cept that dinner invitation, but until I'm able to

shelve one of the wartime chores that have been

gsaddled onto me in addition te my other work, I

don't know when it can be, I refer to the handling

of the telegraph desk on the late editions every day;

and it's beginning to look like a atidn assigngent.
Sims
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STAUFFER PUBLICATIONS

THE ARKANGAS CITY DAILY TRAVELER OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
ARRANSAS CITY, KANSAS

THE PITTSBURG HEADLIGHT
THE PITTSBURG SUN
FITTSBURG, KANSAS

THE TOPEKA STATE JOURNAL (AFFILIATE]
TOPCRA, HANBAS

THE GRAND ISLAND DAILY INDEPENDENT
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA

THE MARTVILLE BAILY FORUM . :
MARYVILLE, MISSOURT I‘ﬂﬂ;"pcﬂ IA&HS&S
) sl L
SHAWNEE MORNING NEWS 2
SHAWHEE EVENING STAR June 250, 1945
K O F F DROADCASTING COMPANT
SHAWNEE, GKLAHOMA

Mr. Rolla Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

What would you think of having a few
of these gquestionnaires printed end distributing
them to seversl organizetions so you will get a
fair size cross section of your bown? I think

it would be interesting to kmow what people are
thinking about their newspapers.

Inland has asked me to serve as chair-
man of the Public Relations Committee of the Press
and I have got to have some facts and data to
determine whether we are going or coming. I just
thought it would be helpful in your community for
you to take a survey and know the way the press
stands in your town, & etemct.

5 e ekl

Cordially yours,
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BURTON K. WHEELER, MONT., CHAIRMAN
WALLACE H. WHITE, JR.; MAINE
WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT.
HENRIK SHIFSTEAD, MINN.
CHARLES W. TOBEY, N. H.

CLYDE M, REED, KANS,

T LR Vlnifed Diates Denafe
E. H. MOORE, OHKLA.

RIMER . CATRISUATS TN COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE

June 25, 1945
)

Hon. Rolla Clymer,
El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas,

Dear Rolla:

Some three months ago I made my first public statement to the effect
that regardless of what the finished product of the San Francisco Conference
should be, or when it was turned out, the American people, as a whole, should
be given an opportunity to read it, discuss it, and digest it so thers would be
an informed public opinion in this country as to the widest departure ever made
from our American mational tradition. I have made several statements to that
effect from time to time.

Recently, suggestion was made, from sources close to President Truman,
that it was desired the Charter be ratified by the Semate before July 15, so

that it would be available for his use at the Big Three conference caming in
July, 3

This seemed to me to be most unwise publiec policy. I started to check
that program. Believing that Senator Vandenberg held the key to the situation,
I prepared a telegram to him, after a brief discussion with a few of my
Republican colleagues, to be signed by Republicans only and only by Senators
who were reasonably expecting to vote for ratification. The first 14 Republicans
to whom I showed the proposed telegram to Vandenberg said okay and authorized me
to sign their names to it. Three or four of them did not want to be committed.
I assured them this telsgram did not commit anybody to anything. Had I followed
through with the plan to send this telegram, at least 20 and perhaps 25 signa-
tures would have been cbtained on the Republican side.

Senator Taft and I were working very closely on this thing and, in order
to avoid any possible embarrassment to Vandenberg, Taft telsphoned him what we
were proposing to do and asked his reaction to our proposal. Vandenberg told
Taft over the telephone that he was opposad to any hasty action. In a telegram
following the telephone conversation, which was showed to all of us, Vandenberg
said the “proposal to ratify the Charter before July 15, was fantastic and would
fall of its own weight.® He thought possibly some misunderstanding might arise
if we proposed any definlte period of delay for consideration and suggested we
not send the telegram but he would help us carry out the program which we had
outlined, so we did not send the telsgram. Vandenberg's attitude, plus the fact
that some 20 or 25 Republicans, most of whom would vote for ratification after
full consideration, would object to any failure to give the Ameriean people a
reasonable time for consideration, checked the attempt to jam ratification through.
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Hon. Rolla Clymer June 25, 1945

In order that you may have a full understanding of the situation, I am
sending you a copy of the telegram we proposed to send and also an editorial
from the Washington Star of Saturday, June 23, which is, in my opinien, a
complete statement of a desirable program. Perhaps I give it such unqualified
approval because it is in line with what I have been insisting upon for the past
three months.

Please regard this letter as confidential so far as any use of the pro-
posed telegram to Vandenberg is concerned. I do not want to embarrass him in
any possible way. I thought, however, you would be interested in having as full
information as is available of the moves behind the scenes which resulted in
checking the insistence of some people close to President Truman that ratification
be given immediately.

I expect to vote for ratification but I have insisted and I insist now
that the whole people of this country be given an opportunity to know what we are
ratifying before I have to answer a roll call on that issue.

So far as anyone can forecast, the program in the Semate will be about
this:; When the Charter is received, it will be referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations: that Committee will begin to hold hearings probably around
July 10 or July 16; those hearings will run probably two weeks and possibly three
weeks; that will bring us up to the first part of August.

It is generally assumed that the debate in the Senate will run from two
to four weeks. In any event, it does not look probable that a final vote on
ratification will be taken before the early part of September.

With my best wishes, I am

Cordially yours,
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AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

370 LEXINGTON AVENUE
AT dlst STREET

TELEPHONE: CALEDONIA 5-2000 NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

June 28, 1945,

Mr. R, A, Clymer
Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

You heve been advised about the possibility of a change in (Order
L1-240 which will permit slightly more use of newsprint in the
third guarter, It is possible that users of other kinds of paper
will be granted some relaxation.

The overall paper and pulp situation is closely tied up with the
level of waste paper collections as well as the pulpwood cutting
in the United States.

It is urgent that all newspapers continue their support to main-
tain waste paper collections at the present comparat ively high
level if we are to hold the ground we have gained which justifies
some inereased use of newsprint.

So as to have the essential facts for dealing with WPB and to keep
those responsible fully advised please let me have a reply quickly
to the following questions:

1. What is the situation in your area about maintaining
present waste paper collections?

2, Will you continue to give wholehearted support to the
waste paper collection program?

3, What suggestions or comments do you have that will
help maintain the flow of waste paper?

T want to make it as plain as possible that the increases in the
newsprint supply and the overall paper and pulp situation is direct-
1y tied up in waste paper collections and you should know the real-
istic facts mede plain by WPB.

Sincerely yours,

:
Cu\.._L-_.

Cranston Williams
General NManager
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C. W. FLOYD, PresioenT

P. F. EGGEN, CHm, or Bo

Tar SEDAN STATE BaANK

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $60,000.00

Sepan; Kansas;

26 June 1945

Mr. Rolla Clymer
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I appreciate very much your recent editorial regarding
my talk at Manhettan. Naturally, I apprecisted your favorable
comments regerding me, but much more do I appreciste your favorable
comments with reference to Christianity.

It is my belief this is the greet need of the world today
and if we business men would give it a little more attention it
weuld be much easier to interest the great masses of humanity and
&8s I see it, you men of the press could do perhaps more than any
one else in helping to mold public opinion.

4gain thanking you and with kindest personal regards, I &m

Very truly yours,
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

DEPARTMENT OF LAWRENCE
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

June 26, 1945

Mr. R. A, Clymer
E1l Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear "Ham"j

Thanks for your very kind letter and the elippings enclosed
thereing and if I were only half as capable as you picture me
to be I would feel gulte complimented.....nevertheless, two
grand stories and here's & double-barrelled thank you.

It is my intention to visit El Dorade again in the near future
and you can expect me to call upon you -~ officially,

Cordlally,

. ® A2 | ey
Director of At
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THE EL DORADO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EL DORADO, KANSAS
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“Serving a Boom Town that Grew'
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Oil Workers International Union

El Dorado Local No. 241 El Dorado, Kansas

June 27, 1945

Mr. T. A. Helling

Chairman 7th War Loan Drive
El Dorade National Bank Bldg.
El Dorado, Kensas,

Dear 35ir:

The following is a report of th bond salss made by the
El Dorado Refinery Workman's gommittee of Local #241,
during this, our 7th War Lean Drive:

Total humber of bonds sold to date=-=-=147

Total amount of sales(face value) $12,900,00
Credit through authorized increases on

Payroll Alletment Plan

‘Grand Total 13,206.80
We, as a Committee, are proud of this report in view of the
fact, that this is the largest amount of bonds that has
been sold through the Local in any previous drive.

Thenking you, I remain,

W. Le Lappan
CHAIRMAN WDREMEN'S COMWITTEE
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