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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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W. B. HARRISON, ACTING CHAIRMAN
WicHITA
DEANE E. ACKERS, TOPEKA H. E. MUCHNIC, ATcHIsoN
JAS. D. DONOVAN, Kansas CiTy, Kan. / RICHARD W. ROBBINS, GREENSBURG
A. V. LUNDGREN, KaNSAS CITY, Kan. [foss HARRY L. STEVENS, HutcHinson
GEORGE K. MACKIE, Jr., PITTSBURG i 15 H. E. ZOLLER, WicHITA

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
WILLIAM E. LONG, SECRETARY-DIRECTOR
TOPEKA, KANSAS

Auvgust 30, 1944

TO ALL MEMBERS
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:

The September Commission meeting will be held in
our office in Topeke Mondey morning, September 11,
at ten o'clock.

Mr. Harrison also has requested me to advise you
that future Commission meetings will be held eech
month on the second Mondey of the month unless you
are notified to the contrary. This will eneble you
to plan your time in advance and, we hope, enable
us to have & full representation at each meeting.

Very truly yours
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ccm:ss/wy

Ve EAT.r

(8 \_:.___H”%ﬂ,:,,_%, 7,
Williem E. Long = ¥

Secretary-Director o 7

¥

INVESTIGATE KANSAS FOR GOOD LIVING CONDITIONS. PLEASANT ENVIRONMENT, AND OUTSTANDING INDUSTRIAL OPPORTUNITIES
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BURTON K. WHEELER, MONT., CHATRMAN
ELLISON D. SMITH, 8. C. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE
ROBERT F. WAGNER, M. Y. WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT.
RKLEY, KY. MENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
CHARLES W. M.

SEETLE Wlnited Dlales Benate

' 8. s
€. WAYLAND BROOKS. ILl.
ALBERT W. HAWKES, N, .
X ot b COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE
JAMES M. TUNNELL, DEL.
CRNEST W. MC FARLAND, ARIZ.

M. W, MITGHELL, CLERK ﬁugﬂst 30, 191'4

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
The E1 Dorade Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Clymer:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 16, re-
garding a possible appointment to West Point for Henry Haworth. Senator
Reed is absent from Washington at the present time and as he desires to
make his owm appointments to the Academies, I am holding your letter for
his personal attention.

Te have a complete file on the Haworth boy, including correspond-
ence sbout his dismissal from Naval Avietion Cadet Training. We attempted
to get the Navy Department to chsnge its decision on this case, but they
consider flying lower than the prescribed minimum altitude a serious offense
and absolutely refused to do anything about it.

I do not lnow what the possibilities are for young Haworth. He
took our Civil Service examination for West Point, rsceiving a grade of
51.50 — the passing grade being 70. We have found, from past experiences,
that boys receiving a grade below 70 on the Civil Service examination are
not able to pass the entrance examination to the Academy, which is mach
more tough than any Civil Service examination. I am giving you this for
your ovm information. We have not advised the boys of their grades and will
not do so until Senator Reed has made his appointments. However, as I said,
I anm holding your letter for Senator Reed and I am sure he will take your
recommendation into consideration.

I received your note and also "The Ghost Talks." I thoroughly
agree with you that it is not exactly a book to enjoy. I read it very
hurriedly end no doubt missed much about our supercilious (I could do better
verbally) New Deel wonders, but I read enough to get my dander up.

Ttwas indeed a pleasure to have met you while I was in Topeka and
T hope I have the opportunity of seeing you again before long.

Sincerely yours,

Edith Zollo 26'6&1
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STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION
OF KANSAS

IMPORTANT

TO AVOID DELAY ALWAYS REFER

Sl VEHICLE DEPARTMENT

TOOUR FILE—me

TOPEKA

September 1, 1944

¥r. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
Bl Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I enjoyed very much reading your editorial "War
on The Tag Front", I hardly believe it necessary for
me to enllighten you on the fact that personally I have
always been an advocate for gaudy and flashy license
plates. If you remember back when the Coronado Plate
was designed and also the following year the one with
the Kensas Decal I did everything possible to have my
wishes for the processing of color and design for those
tags approved. So I would suggest that you do not go
too hard in hitting "Cooney" Voelker on the head if you
want flashy colors in auto tag plates after the war is
over. 5

In regard to the present tag situation I desire to
call your attention to this one fact that we are in war.
Steel and paint are listed as critical materials. Kansas
was fortunate in securing sufficlent steel to have a
license plate processed for both 1944 and 1945. Many states
in the Union did not do so well. They were obliged to use
a Decal or & gadget fastened to the old plate. States like
Oregon, Kentucky, Wisconsin and Georgia and many others
have not procured steel for new plates. Steel is a critical
material and if it is necessary that 1t be used as a war
material to win the war, Kansas should be willing to sacriflce
two license plates for a car with flashy and gaudy colors
until the war is over.
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Mr. Rolla Clymer, Page #2

I have a boy in the Southern Pacific who has been
there for two years, He is a Navigation Officer on the
desatroyer Grayson and I want to be sure that he has all
the bullets that can possibly be provided for his ship.
He has been in seventeen ma jor engagements and I do not want
him to ever find out that his father advocated the use of
eritical war materials when i1t was so necessary over there.
Many Kansans, I feel, are not as war conscious as they
should be and I for one am willing to sacrifice many of the
things that I may like for winning the war.

T am sure that you thoroughly understand my position.
I am nothing but a small fish in a large pool and if Kansas
does not get the kind of a license plate that they want,
don't put all the blame on Cooney Voelker.

With warmest personal regards, I am

Yours very truly,

C. M., Voelker, Superintendent
Venicle

CMV/ns
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® PUBLISHERS
® PRINTERS
® STATIONERS

WINNER OF DALLAS NEWS TROPHY TO ""BEST ALL-ROUND WEEKLY NEWSPAFER IN TEXAS"

0::}’ chr{/lﬂm, ?em; Sept.l, 1944

"

Friend Rolla,

I thot I'd drop you a few lines to let you know that I'm still
alive. I atill like it just as well as when I first came down
here but there's no house in sight yet and it gets a little tire=
some being a bachelor. The house situation is really worse than
when I came down here for the harvest was just starting then but
after it was over and the farmers had the cash they came to town
and are buying houses at outrageous prices. They don't care what
the price of something is if they want it and have the money .
That is the thing that makes this a good business town. But it
sure has put the folks who work in town for a wage in a bad spot
for housing. The school board had to buy several houses in order
to have a place for their teachers to live. There was none for
rent and the teachers wouldn't come here unless they had a place
to live. I'm not going to pay a price like the houses are selling
for so I guess I'll leave my family there in El Dorado for a
while. I've got my name on several lists and eventually my turn
will come.

We've sure been working here. The automatic press has been out
of commission since before I came here and it makes a lot of
hand feeding to do. And to boot the heavy harvest caused the
elevators to need a lot more printing than usual. I've sure
had my hands full. Soon after I came here Van turned the
responsibility of getting the job work out of the shop over to
me and it's been a job what with no help half the time. I had
one girl who I taught to feed the press a little and she was
pretty good help in the bindery but she quit to go back to
school last week so I'll have to depend on Ed and the others
helping me whenever they have a few minutes. I think Van will
buy a Kluge as soon as he can get one. That'll sure help a lot.

It begins to look like the end of the war is in sight so maybe
some of thiese things will be a thing of the past. We'll be

able to buy houses and presses and order five gallons of gas
without sneaking a look around to see if there's any strangers
around when we give the attendant the C stamp a friend gave us.
I notice in the Kiplinger letter of this week that early October
is pretty generally figured to be the end of Germany by those
who are supposed to know in VWabhington. Let us hope they are
right and Japan doesn't last much longer.

Well Rolla I'd better stop for now. Tell everyone about the
Times "Hello" for me.
Kerm
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ROBBINS RANCH
BELVIDERE, KANSAS

September 1, 1944

Mr, Rolla A, Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
E1l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I suggest that Mrs, Molk send her copy of poems to
George Parmly Day, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut.

When she writes to him she can mention my name 1if
she likes.

Sincerely yours,
zéﬁ—‘e/

Richard W. Robbins
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Topeks, Kansss
September £, 1944

TO ALL MEMBERS
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:

e have discoverea that the Detroit Harvester Company, of
Detroit, Michigen, and Toledo, Ohio, is & prospect for
locating & plant in Keansas which would employ 500 persons.
411 Chambers of Commerce of the state have been notified
(without giving the name of the prospect) with the request
that they advise us if they sre interested and believe they
could offer some inducements. Nine favorable replies were
received, whereupon they were notified of the prospect's
name and &addrese and the individual to contact, with offer
of cooperation from this office.

Ag you know, Mr. Fhoads has opened the Washington office,
spending half his time in Washington and half contacting
industries on the East Coast. Bouck is spending three weeks
in the Cleveland general ares.

During the summer monthse this office has been quite busy,
having put out 390,100 of the 500,000 post cards for service
men training in Kenses. Also, much other publicity has gone
from this office during July and hugust as is shown on the
attached two sheets. A summary of the literature msiled by
this office during the period January 1 - September 1, 1944,
also is attached.

Very truly yours
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPHMENT COMMISSI

LT

William E, Long
Seeretary-Director

ViEL: bd
atte. 3

Further details céncerning any of these activities will be
furnished upon request.
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

WASHINGTON
Zone 25

September L, 19LL

Mr. R. A. Clymer
Editor

The Times

El Dorade, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

These are among many foreign papers OWI receives for study. We
thought you would be interested in them because they show what newspapers
within sound of the big guns face in meeting publication problems. If
you would like to receive a few now and then, please write me.

Qlo\ur;muly,
SN

Dowsley Clark
News Bureau
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abe W/Mﬁ"

Bl Mw%«w’—/ 77 ;

J,}zﬂ o a“gwu/u
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LILLIAN DEDRICK PHONE 98

ETHEL M. SHRIVER
Superintendent

Assistant Superintendent

Gounty Superinfendent of Schools
Butler Cmmty
El Borado, Ransas
September 5, 1944
El Dorado Times
E1 Dorado
Kansas

Dear lir., Clymer:

lMay I take this opportunity to express to you my
appreciation for your contribution to the Institute
this year. If the Institute was, in a measure, a
success, it was because you helped to make it so.

The teachers of Butler County and myself do thank
you for the publicity which you so generously give to
the schools of our county.

Singerely yours, . {,
éunty Superintendent
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LAW OFFICES OF

BROOKS & FLEESON

C.H.BROOKS
HOWARD T. FLEESON
HOMER V. GOGING 801 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

POl RommeR WICHITA , KANSAS

September 6, 1944,

Mr. R. A, Clymer,
¢/o The El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:
The report contained in your letter of Septem-
ber 5 is certainly pleasing. Your cash position and

your proflts justify the declaration of the dividend.

I am particularly pleased about the outlook
for fall and winter.

] am a little more optimistic about the future

and the period of demobilization than I have been here-
tofore.

Very truly yours,

a2 “hleewn

HTF/h

cc = Mrs. Ellina C., Starke
Mrs. E. F. Adams
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e ekt : .phursday noon, 3ept. 7,44

¥r, Clymer, the postmaster at Leon has moved on %o another -
Job (L.B. Neess), schopl-teaching again, so the postoffice

is in charge of Mrs, Lela ThompsSon, sShe said the Mgle leaves
its papers at the post-office entrance cometime in the night
or before the door opens in ths morning and that we can do the
same thing., If we can send by S, & H, Baking company before

7 or by 7 or 7:15 they can make all the rural routes easily.

IR R EE ]

on the way back I stopped at the S. & H, to complete arrange-

ments for carrying the papers, They haven't cheocked with Topeka

but they understand they eannot carry and dsllver any sort of
merchandise other than their own products, as it would be com-
peting with other truck lines, Wa wonld have to get permission
from Topeka. ; ¢

Could you phone or wriie the 3

. spave Corporavion,”
7 Popeka, Kansas
and find out if we eould send the papers by the S, & H, Truck,
It is a Kansas Common Carrier license,sxu%x used by the 3, & H
that will determine whethar or not they ean carry tha paperss
EE R RN

I think, that since earrying papsrs would not be a common
Toad, subject to ooher trucking lines we have a chance, (?)

sevssenan
1

(The post-office envrance is set in and covered with an
" awning., ®gle papers are in a sack like the sacks we use)

CER e ol R SRR
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DL=Day Lewer

UN][ON Keaide

NLT =Cable Night Lesser.
AN wu....mu. NEWCOME CARLTON
Pres: CHAIRMAN OF THE BoARD

== WESTERN -=

g Vit PRES RN N\___Ship Radlogram -
STANDARD TIME at b of crigi. Eies of ool s STANDARD TTME oy of dsstnacion

wzx144 33-TOPEKA KANS 8 227P ; ;
R A CLYMER= 944 8P 8 PM 3 29
:THE TIMES

MRS W B HARRISON PASSED AWAY THIS MORNING. FUNERAL MONDAY «

WE ARE HANDLING FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL COMMISSION.

MEMBERS. PRICE AND CLYMER, MONDAY'S COMIISSION MEETING

WILL BE HELD AS PLANNED PER HARRISON'S REQUEST=
WILLIAM € LONG SECRETARY DIRECTOR.
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TeeEKaoNEWE ST HOTE: 300 ROOMS WITH BATH OR TOILET
GARAGE & THEATRE IN CONNECTION =

Holel Jayhawk

OPERATED BY

Mosey HoTEL CoMPANY

Mrs. JACK MOSBY, Presioent B Grnena Mansses

[ worEL ]
LisHi

COME REST WITH US

Topeka, Ransas

September 8, 1944.

Mr. R.A. Clymer
Thé E1l Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas.
Dear lir. Clymer:

Thank you for the reservation we have just
received,

A room will be held for you beginning Sept- -
ember 10th.
Very truly yours,

JWOTEL JAYHAWK

H.E. Robertson
Assistant Manager
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