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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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UNITED STATES
1525 East Douglas
Wichita 7, Kansas
OFFICE OF
THE LOCAL MANAGER

February 26, 1544

Mr. R. A. Clymer, Editor & Manager
The El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Nr. Clymer:

In reply to your letter of the 22nd, we sugpest that you
ask your local Draft Board to request that this office send
a man to El Dorado to make a report regerding the cccupa=
tional background, necessity, and replacement possibilities
for the man in question when his case egain comes up for
reclassification.

We have no web pressmen or stereotypers available to fill
this place. Men of these gqualifications are very hard to
find.

We shall be glad to work with you any way possible in sup-
plying occupational information to the Selective Service
System.

Yours very truly,

CHAS. W. CORSAUT, Manager \
United States Employment Service
of the War Manpower Commission
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Duplicated.
Persons Kenscs "almost theu persusdest
February 27th me to be"a Rebel.
1944,
Hon.R.A.Clymer
ElDorsdo ,Kanssas.

My dear Friendi-
T hed some misgivings,before opening your last letter
Thought it might contain a picture of Clyde end the Blue Eaglei-
with dire intent
On vengesnce Bent.
To my happy surprise,”The Dove of Peace,bearing an olive branch.

Then in the language of old Sconchin,yljje chief of the Modoec Tribe
1 resolved and"vowed,to bury the tomshawk and war with my Brother
no more". Still my "Brother" may not go entirely unchidded,for he
too,had vowed to he more cautious,in slinging the adjectives,for
again,through the columns of Clyde's paper,he sings the pralses of
g Democrat,a County Clerk from way out beyond,who hes served hie
people so well in conducting the businese affairs of the County,and
in some common sense practices,that he has attracted the attention
of "A prominent western banker,and that banker is backing that Coung
Clerk for U.S.Senator agsinst Clyde. When I read your description of
this Clerk's useful efficiency to his people,and the onlz obstacle
wes lack of "stepping-stones to make the grade,I took a gander"
into the old BOOK,.,-=--Matthew,25-21., and from what I read there I
found that the "Little fellow" is not to be sneezed at. I further
recelledsome words of Artemus Ward,of blessed memory,who saidi=
"It's better not to know sc much,than to know a heap of things that
aint so% I suppose that would e}iminate,the New Desl,the Blue Eagle,
8nd The Economy of scarclty" Savvy?

Clyde's town has another celebrity in the person of Judge byEl
L.E.Goodrich Clyde's paper denomonates him the "leader of the Demo=-
cratm of Lebette County. There seems to be s sort of David and Jone-
than relation betwwen them.Lee has been serving as judge for 12.
years,and is now looking for other worlde to comguer" In view of the
fact,that Lee boasts he nevers votes for a Republican,there may be
gome softening influence in a county heavily Republican,and Clyde's
paper apperentily does its part in the softening influcnce. From the

paper we leern tyat both were in Kansas City for "several days" just
before the democratic love feast at Topeka. Wa that a mere co-inci-
dence,or were they building some politicel fences ? At last reports
Les hsd'nt decided whether to be a judge on the Supreme Court,or
Congressmen from the Third District. Wonder if Clyde knows what hie
decision is to he?

Why,my Desr Friend,way down here in my ignorsnce,l had never heard

Bof Andrew Schoeppeluntil--,but after the election I listened to his
inegural address,following the eulogistic "awen Song" of his retirig
predecessor. That insugursl was one of the finest.ii was the plain
lenguage of a plain man,spoken to a plain people,snd its keynote
was faithfulness to his trust,sand he hes been faithful te that
trust.

The People of Kanses,should honor that County Clerk with his
fine "tex sense" ,and shouldgend men to Topeka,who will give
"the Boot " teAZQ;p Legislative Council wi

\

o f{ A”'/?W?i / [.0.Ellis
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RICHARD W. ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
GREENSBURG

W. B, HARRISON, WICHITA A. V. LUNDGREMN, KAnSAS CITY, KAN.
VIGE-CHAIRMAN GEORGE K. MACKIE, Jr., PITTSBURG

DEANE E. ACKERS, TOPEKA ! H. E. MUNCHNIC, Atchison

JAS. D. DONOVAN, KAMsAs CITY, KAN. | H. E. ZOLLER, WicHiTA

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
WILLIAM E. LONG, SECRETARY-DIRECTOR
TOPEKA, KANSAS

February 28, 1944

Mr. R. A. Clmr
THE TIMES
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Thanks for the kind words as indicated in your letter of
February 26. I was glad to have a chance to see you at

Emporia but time did not permit us to have a satisfactory
visit.

We are sending you a copy of the report made to the Com-
mission members and also sent to you and Jim Price, but
there must have been some slip in the mail and you did
not get it.

I hope this will be what you want end will be of some
assistance.

Very truly yours
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
f':); vl
/__‘ LA

William E. Long
Secretary-Director
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EDITORIAL ROOMS

THE SATURDAY
EVENING

POST

BEN HIBBS FOUNDED BY THE CURTIS
EDITOR PUBLISHING COMPANY
PHILADELPHIA §

29 February 1944

Dear Rolla:

I am glad you are going to try

the industrial story. Good luck.

Sincerely,

¥Mr. R. A. Clymer
BH: g
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W. B. HARRISON, WicKITA
VICE-CHAIRMAN

DEANE E. ACKERS, TOPEKA

JAS. D. DONOVAN, KANSAS CITY, KAN.

RICHARD W. ROBEINS, CHAIRMAN
GREENSRURG

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
WILLIAM E. LONG, SECRETARY-DIRECTOR
TOPEKA, KANSAS

February 29, 1944

Mr. R. A« Clymer

THE TIMES

El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Mr. Robbins has forwarded to me the editorial, "Kansas

Through the Camera's Eye," from the Tiller and Toiler
which you recently sent him.

Your thoughtfulness is much appreciated,

Very truly yours
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

William E. Long
Secretary-Director

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

A. V. LUNDGREN, KANSAS CITY, KAN.
GEORGE K. MACKIE, Jr., PITTSBURG
H. E. MUNCHHNIC, ATcuison

H. E. ZOLLER, WICHITA
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Emporia District
THE METHODIST CHURCH
Kansas Conference Guy V, Hartmen, Superintendent
1316 State
Emporias, Kanszes

February 29, 1944
Dear Friends:

This letter goes to Bishop Wm. C. Martin, the 19 other
District Superintendente in Kansas and Nebraska, to the Ministers of
the Emporia Distriect and to some of the participants of the inclosed
FARM=-INDUSTRY-SCIENCE CLINIC Program which was given here at Emporia
last Friday and Saturday.

I attended every minute of the sessions excepting the last
few speeches Saturday afternoon due to an unaveoidable conflict,
It wae like taking a Post Graduate course in Applied Science for
Human Advancement in Kansas Towns and Countryside. This Program is
meiled to you purely ae "a public service" because I believe you will
be glad to know something of the splendid promises for human progress
being contributed by our Farmers, Industrialists, and Scientists. You
will note that this is the First Annual meeting. Vote was taken to
hold a like meeting here at Emporia next year. You Nebraska men will
be interested also (representatives were here from six states) because
a Research Institute at Kansas City is in the making to serve six
states in the middle west.

Imagination the size of a grain of mustard seed enables us
to see in this program a steming of the population ebb tide. The mass of
factual evidence points to population inerease, a boon to our towm
and country churches. Emphasis throughout the two days was given te
the rich possibilities that are all about us. The speeches wers
testimonies of vision, faith, devotion and detailed sacrifice over
long periods of time to bring to reality products, better products
for human service.

One could not but feel that we ministers must match such
devotion with applied theological detail to transform human character
to match the perfections of farm, industry and science. We are they
who are spurred on by the fact that all value lies in human value.
This Clinic gave a partial blue-print of Kansas possibilities. But
between us and that high goal there is very much of honest work to be
done--much character poured in--and it happens to be our sobering
opportunity to be a main factor im such character development.

The Clinic was justly proud of the Comiributions made by
Farm, Industry and Science and there prevailed a deep sense of their
obligation to contribute to the needs of people even to the ends of
the earth. They helped to win the war and now bend themselves to win
the peace. This letter is simply to pass on to you something of the
rich inspirations received by an attendant.

Sincerely yours,

Guy V. Hartman (signature)
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EDITORIAL ROOMS

THE SATURDAY
EVENING

POST

BEN HIBBS FOUNDED BY THE CURTIS
EDITCR PUBLISHING COMPANY
PHILADELPHIA 5

29 February 1944

Deer Oscar:

I enjoyed reading Rolla Clymer's fine piece about
William Allen White. I agree that it is en ex-
cellent bit of writing.

Incidentally, Rolle wrote me about a week ago ask-
ing if we'd like him to try a piece on industrial
development in thet section, with emphasis on the
postwar outlook, and I told him we'd be glad to
consider it if he wanted to gemble his time. I'm
hopeful ebout it, but we wen't know the result,

of course, until we see the manuscript.

Sincerely,

Mr. Oscar 8. Etauffer

Hig
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ROBBINS RANCH
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YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS
At the Earl Trumbull Billiams fRemorial
NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT

February 29, 1944.

Richard W. Robbins, Esq.,
Robbins Ranch,
Belvidere, Kansas.
Dear Mr. Robbins:
In the absence of Mr. Day on a journey
for the University, I am writing to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter of February 26th with which you en-

closed a clipping from the El Dorado Times in regerd to

Connecticut ¥ankee, by Wilbur L. Cross. I shall plan

to bring your letter and the clipping to Mr.Day's atten-
tion on his return to the office the first of next week.

Very truly yours,

)a/,w:@ﬂw.
MHG m to I»i;. Gebrge Parmly Day. 3%/7

» S
ébf_ A M& = QLA/\ Can pé«»——?
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Tere Locomorrys Fnusmen Marsmusy, |

ESTABLISHED 1872

ATCHISON, KANSAS

February 29, 1944.

Mr. R. A, Clymer, Editor
5]l nDorado Times
E1 Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I was very much interested in your
editorial about the picture story of Kansas in
Life Magazine.

I think you are gqulte right in your
ecriticism. Your editorial should be printed in

the Xansas City Star and some other papers, and

I hope Life will take note of it, so they may
correct it in the future., O0f course, we are
grateful for the publicity Life Magazine gave us,
but it does not do justice to the State of Kansas.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincer?}y,

H. E. Muchnic.
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HARRY DARBY MANUFACTURER

KANSAS CITY 15, KANSAS

March 1, 1944

Dear Rolla:

oyed your editorisl "A Forward
s" included in your February 15
sue, and I appreclate having my
ame mentioned in such a splendid
d worth while editorial.

@

=

(&)
- L

M mpo

1

o8 dH

jud

Hope to see you some time soon.

Sincerely,

R. A. Clymer
Editor and Menager
El Dorado Times
E1l Dorado, Kansas
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MWatertoton Daily Times

ESTABLISHED 1861
CIRCULATION OVER 40,000

HAROLD B.JOHNSON
EDITOR AND :IJOELJEHER THE BRSCRAAY COMPANY
WATERTOWN, N.Y.

March 1, 1944,

Mr, R, A, Clymer,
Editor and Manager,
The E1 Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.
Dear Mr, Clymer:
I was pleased to get your letter. We too have been
badly handlcapped by the draft, but we accept it philosophically
and apprecilate that 1t is the inevitable corollary of the war.

We have lost altogether in our entire plant here upwards of

200 employes, about 535 per cent by enllistment and the draft,

but we have fllled in as best we could and we have hired
numerous women and they are serving well.

I will be keeping in touch with you.

With best wishes, I am,

Yours very truly,

Harold B. Johnson.
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PRATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT

CORPORATION OF MISSOURI

MANUFACTURERS OF
PRATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT ENGINES
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

March 1, 1944

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
E1l Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Your editorial would have made Mr. White proud. Its
rhythmic beauty and its sincerity were as fine as anything
Mr. White has written. Thanks for sending it to me. Louise
and I have re-read it many times. Only a Kansan who knows
and loves the red brown grass of the Flint Hills could have
given this editorial such a dramatic ending.

My postwar plans are very indefinite. Do you think
there would be any possibilities for me in El Dorado? I
have fully decided that I will not return to Emporia. Most
of my friends there are gone, and Fmporia is like a strange
town. I feel that Louise and I might as well take our chances
in a new community, where we can start fresh with high hopes.

Would appreciate your dropping me a line whenever it
is convenient.

Yours very truly,

PRATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT
CORPORATION OF MISSOURL

v. Vendor Contact Dept.

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED IN THIS LETTER ANY PURCHASE OR PROCUREMENT COMMITMENT HEREIN

UNDERTAKEN BY PRATT & WHITNEY AIRCRAFT CORPORATION OF MISSOURI IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD TO BE

UNDERTAKEN BY IT AS AGENT FOR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT (NAVY DEPARTMENT) AND FOR THE

ACCOUNT THEREOF, PURSUANT TO THE CONTRACT UNMDER WHICH THE CORPORATION'S MANUFACTURING
OPERATIONS ARE CARRIED ON
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Cassoduy, Kansas.
March Ist, I944.

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
Editor, The El*orado Times.

Dear Mr. Clymer;
I want to thank you for printing some of my
contributions and feel highly pleased that you
would consider them of sweh values.

AL

pbout two weeks azo I sent one "Homespun" about
a fishing trip, but it has not appeared as yet

in the paper, now I do not know if I ghould be

imposing to send any more or not. I do not want
tn become a nuissance.

Tknow too that you are a busy man, but I would
appreciate any criticism or suggestions you might
give to me. Shall * continue to send my contribu=
tions from time to times? It is good practiss

for me but mizht become a chore for you.

Yours truly,

o C. [fj Ebonla_ _
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EDWARD H. REES COMMITTEES :

i CviL Service
AT KANSAS IMMIGRATION ANO NATURALIZATION

Congress of the Enited States
BHouge of Representatives
Wiaghington, B. €.

liarch 2, 1944

Dear Rollag

I like your editorial on the Soldier Vote
Bill. Your explanation is just right. It is clear,
concise, and correct.

Sincerely

Mr. Rolla Clymer, Editor
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas
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MINNESOTA AND ONTARIO PAPER COMPANY

MANUFAGTURERS
NEWSPRINT, GROUNDWOOD, KRAFT, SULPHITE PAPERS,
INSULITE AND LUMBER PRODUCTS
GENERAL OFFICES
500 BAKER ARCADE BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS 2. MINNESOTA

0
FMANDO,
%t"s.,

March 2, 1944

Mr. R. A. Clymer
The El Dorade Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rollo:

Thank you very much for your nice letter of February
24th acknowledging receipt of the wire which Larry and I sent you.

We are delighted to know that it was not necessary
for you to urge your Congressmen to over-ride "Mister Smiley
Glad's" veto of the Revenue Bill. Of course, we should have
realized that the staunch, tried and true members of the Kansas
delegation always having been accustomed to saying 'mo" would
vote to over-ride the measure, and it was purely an oversight
on our part that we urged you to use your magnetic influence
with the powers that be in Washington.

However, we believe that Senator Barkley deserves the
thanks of the American people for his courageous stand and, as a
result, they are assured that whenever they wish to repudiate
"one-man dictation" they can do so through their elected repre-
sentatives.

I am just now working on an itinerary which will take
me through the State of Kansas sometime during this month, and
am looking forward to seeing you at that time.

Sine]ﬂ',

W, JCFEE;;;;/

MILLS AT INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MINN.. FORT FRANCES. AND KENORA, ONTARIO, CANADA
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RICHARD W. ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
GREENSBURG
W. B. HARRISON, WicHITA
VICE-CHAIRMAN
DEANE E. ACKERS, TOPEKA
JAS. D. DONOVAN, KANSAS CiTY, KAN.

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
WILLIAM E. LONG, SECRETARY-DIRECTOR
TOPEKA, KANSAS

March 2, 1944

TO ALL MEMBERS
KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:

In connection with the Farm-Industry-Science Clinic held
at Emporia February 25-26, you may be interested to know
that we are receiving much favorable comment.

I have a letter on my desk today from a former Kansan who
lives in Cleveland, Ohio, complimenting Kansans on this
Clinie. Apparently the information was secursd from the
Press.

Attached is a copy of a letter from the District Superin-
tendent of the Emporia distriet of the Methodist Church
which is self-explanatory and will give you his opinion of
this clinic and also his challenge to other ministers that
the Church should do some post=war planning from a religious
angle, Apparently this Clinic found a responsive cord in
this man as it did in many others.

I say again that great things are happening in Kansas at
this time as evidenced by the mass reaction to the State
Chamber of Commerce meeting in Topeka February 3-4, the
Emporia Clinic and the meetings which our field men are
holding in the various communities in Kansas.

This all sums up to the fact that Kansans are thinking
deeply and constructively about the present and the future.

Very truly yours

KANSAS INDUSTRTAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
A &

P o bl
4 N

William E. Long
Secretary-Director
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R.J.POTTS - CALKINS & HOLDEN - ADVERTISING
215 WEST PERSHING ROAD - KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

CALKINS & HOLDEN - 247 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK - 333 NOATH MICHIGAN CHICAGD

Zone 8
March 3, 1944

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

In response to your letter of February 26, we are

pleased to advise that the Hotel President has authorized
us to issue you a new exchange in amount of #100.00, and
necesgsary papers are herewith.

Please sign the yellow or duplicate copy of the duebill,
have signature card filled in with actual signatures

of those persons authorized to use the exchange, and
then return both copies of the duebill and signature
card to us.

Upon receipt we will have the exchange validated by
Hotel President, after which the original copy of the
duebill will be sent you for use.

You may either let us have your check representing cus-

tomary agency discount of 15% when returning these
papers, or if you prefer we will bill you this amount

later.
Yours yery trgly, /%
ice-President

L

JBW:EL
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W. B. HARRISON, WICHITA
VICE-CHAIRMAN

DEANE E. ACKERS, TOPEKA

JAS. D. DONOYAN, KANSAS

RICHARD W. ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
GREENSBURG

A. V. LUNDGREN, Kansas City, KA.
GEORGE K. MACKIE, J&., PITTSBURG
H. E. MUNCHNIC, ATcHison

CITY, KAK. H. E. ZOLLER, WicHITA

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
WILLIAM E. LONG, SECRETARY-DIRECTOR
TOPEKA, KANSAS

March 3, 1944

Mr. R. A. Clymer
THE TIMES
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Attached is a copy of my talk given at Emporia. Mr. Robbins
suggests that I send it to you for critieism and correction
and that following receipt of your corrections I have it run
off on the multigraph for members of the Commission and scme
other persons to whom he wishes it sent,

If you will be kind enough to do this and be very free with
your corrections and return same, it will be very much
appreciated.

I wish that I might have had the opportunity of seeing more
of you at Emporia.

Kindest personal regards.
Very truly yours

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

o

{::-'},,-‘.'7 (_?, \e

P L ~
=~ | S &
Williem E. Long

Secretary-Director
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