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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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MAKING SUGAR OUT OF SORGO
by

E. V. Ventre and H, S, Faine
Bureau of Agricultural Chemistry and FPngineering, USDA

The sorgo plant, one of Nature's wost rapid carbohydrate syn-
thesizers, wae the subjeot of extensive investigation in the latter
half of the nineteenth century, but work on the utilizetion of this
plant for sugar production was abandoned when attempts to develop m
commercially feasible process failed. Early investigators succeeded
in developing sorge varieties produeing tonnage and sucrose content
considersebly in excess of the performance of present commerciaml var-
ieties. The principal uses of the plant during the past fifty years
have been for forage and table sirup purposes, and the cheracteristics
ef varieties desirable for these uses are not identical with the char-
acteristics of sugar-making varleties. The fmct that the varieties
used by earlier investigators compared so favorably at that time with
sugar cane and sugar beete from the etandpoint of sugar eomtent was
intriguing to these workers. However, both the sugar cene and sugar
beet industry had suitable manufacturing processzes and these sugar planis
were highly developed, whereass the sorgo plant was largely abandoned as
a source of commercial sugar. Consequently, it will now be necessary to
develop this plant so that it will compare favorably with prezent sugar
cane and sugar beet varieiies on the basis of sugar yield per acre, if
indeed it is to be used to supplement domestic sugar cane and sugar beets
48 A Bugar source.

Advantages

Some advantages are posesessed by the sorgo plant which possibly
unay make it & succees commercially before sugar-per-acre yields may be
developed to equal those from sugar cane and sugar beets. First among
these is the faet thet the sorge plant will produce a grain erop of
meture seed at the same time that it is producing sugar. Yields from
the presently aveilsble sweet varieties of sorghum (sorgo) grown experi-
mentally for sugar production indicmte that 600 to 1000 pounds of clean
seed mey be expected per acre. This grain may be utilized for stock feed
or processed for starch. Becond among these advantages is the fect thet
the plant has a short growing seamson and metures early enough 10 be pro-
cessed in existing bLeet and cane sugar factories at a time when they
.would otherwise be idle. Third, but not lesst among the edvantages is
the discovery that, in processing the plant for sugar, new and valuable
by-products are obtained in addition teo sugar and molasses. These by-
products can poseibly be Leet described in e brief outline of the steps
in the suger menufacturing process:

1. Ripe sorge cene is cut end stripped of leaves, and the seed
heads are removed.
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LAW OFFICES OF
BrRoOoOKS & FLEESON

C.H.BROOKS
HOWARD T. FLEESON
WAYNE COULSON

BOI FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
PAUL R. KITCH

WICHITA , KANSAS

April 17, 1943.

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
c/o Times Publishing Company,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

After I talked to you this morning by tele-
phone I find that Judge Hopkins will hold a motlon
day at the federal courtroom on Wednesday, April 21.
It will be necessary that I be present at that time,
therefore will you have the meeting Thursday morning

at 10:00 o'clock, and I will let nothing inberfere
with 1%,

Very truly yours,

M?M
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C. M. HARGER, Editor ASSOCATED PRESS
€. W. WHEELER, Business Manager UNITED PRESS

ABILENE DAILY REFLECTOR-CHRONICLE
ABILENE, KANSAS
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STAUFFER PUBLICATIONS

THE ARKANSAS CITY DAILY TRAVELER OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
ARKANBAS CITY, KANSAS

THE PITTSBURG HEADLIGHT

THE FITTSDURG SuN
PITTEBURG, KANSAS

THE GRANG ISLAND DAILY INDERENDENT
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA

THE MARYVILLE DAILY FORUM
MARYVILLE, MIS SGURI

EHAWNEE MORNING NEWS

SHAWNEE EVENING STAR

W G F F BROADCASTING COMPANY.
1OmA

Topeka, Kansas
April 26, 1943

Mr, Rolla Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Thanks for your good letter of April
23rd and will be glad to see you when you
come to Topeka.

Best wishes,

Very cordially yours,

gscar 5. Stauffer
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LAW OFFICES OF

BRoOOKs & FLEESCON

C.H.BROOKS
HOWARD T. FLEESON
WAYNE COULSON
PAUL R. KITCH

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
c/o Times Publishl
El Dorado, Kansas.
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President
C. W. WHEELER
Abilene Reflector-Chronicle

Vice-President
PETE McKECHNIE
Kiowa County Signal

Treasurer
H. A. MEYER
Independence Daily Reporter

Secretary
J. HOWARD RUSCO
Topeka

@ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(In order of congressional
districts)
CLAUDE L. FITZGERALD
Atchison Globe

LEONARD McCALLA, JR.
Anderson Countian, Garnett

L. W. DAVIS
Elk City Sun

VERNARD VOGT
Moundridge Journal
MRS. H. J. CORNWELL
St. John News

FRANK HALL
Hill City Times

L. P. GREENBANK
Past-President
Valley Center Index

A. Q. MILLER
Belleville Telescope
Chm. Legislative Committee

Chm. Membership Committee

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
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The Kansas Press Ussociation

3-6671
Phones: Office 446%; Res. 3-3709

&0 ot F-ary-heawk
TOPEKA KANSAS
April 28, 1943

J. HOWARD RUSCO, Secretary and Field Manager

Mr. R, A. Clymer, Editor
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Pursuant to our recent conversation regarding the
feashbllity of establishing a series of annual awards to
Eansas newspapermen, and of effecting a consolidation of the
two newspaper assoclations of Kansas into a single well-
rounded, representative orcanization, Red Wheeler has for-
warded to me your letter of April 23.

As I told you during our recent visit, I am very
mach interested in both the projects you mentioned, and Red
also expresses much interest. He indicated he planned to
£o to Junction City shortly to discuss the latter proposal
with Henry Sticher.

I note in your letter to Red a reference to your
editorial for the Jayhawker Press; however, we havenot yet
received this article. Have you mailed it to us, or was
your reference to an editorial which you had not yet sub-
mitted? I gained the impression from your letter that you
already had sent this in, and it occurs to me that it may
have been lost in the shuffle of moving our office.

In the event that you have mailed it, and have a
copy in your files, would you mind sending us another copy?

Very truly,

Séc %e tary-Manager

P.S. We had a beautiful fight in New York and Washington last
week in an effort to get some of the war advertising, prepared
by OWI and sponsored by private industry, to seep down to the
towns of 50,000 and under. I think we made some progress.--JHR.
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INDEPENDENT PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

TuLsa, ORKLAHOMA

FRANKE BUTTRAM, PRESIDENT
; NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
. B. FELL, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
5 708 It
HUSSELL D, BROWN, GENERAC COUNSEL April 30, 1943 ULen, OKLAMONA
" TULSA, ORLAHOMA
. E. BUCHNER, EXECUTIVE MANAGER TELEPHONE L, D.
LAWRENGE E, SMITH, RESEARCH iy
GHas.
. VAN VLECK, FIELD MANAGER WASHINGTON OFFICE
MINOR 5. JAMESON, JR., STATIETIEIAN 190 INVESTM
J. V. BROWN, TAX GPECIALIST Ton. B o
‘ WASHINGTON, D. €.
TELEPHONE NATIONAL 5338

lr. R. A. Clymer, Editor
The Eldorado Times

Times Publishing
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear Friend Clymer:

In a report received today from John H. Morrison, our Field
Representative, he sent us your subscription for 1943, payable on
July 1.

It is a great satisfaction to us to have you continue your
support of the Association. You have been so much a part of this
Association and your work for the IPAA in Kansas and elsewhere has
been so persistent that you would be sorely missed if you did not
continue with us. We will send you a memo for this account on
July 1, as indicated.

Because you know the early history of the struggles of the
Association, you will be interested to know that we now have a member-
ship of approximately 6,000, representing forty-three states and that
in spite of mergers, sell-outs, men going to the army, and the usual
casualties among independents in the petroleum industry, we will show
a gain in membership again this year.

The Mid-Year Meeting of the Directors of the Association
will be held in St. Louis on Friday and Saturdey, May 7 and 8. As
guest speakers at that Meeting, we will have Congressman Valter C.
Ploeser of the Patman Committee in Washington, Congressman Clarence
F. Lea of the Lea Committee also in Washington, and Senator E. H.
Moore from Oklshoma. I wish you could come to the Meeting and again
mingle with the group. You will receive within a day or two a story
on this Meeting.

With kindest personal regards, I am

C. E. Buchner, Executive Manager
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CABLE ADDRESS: KINGSYN NEW YORK

235 EAST 45™ ST.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS MUST BE
NEW YORK CITY

ADDRESSED TQ KING FEATURES SYMDICATE

I/ KING || FEATURES |1y~ | SYNDICATE ||INCJ/
= T . S
£ 3

i)

April 30, 1943

Dear Mr. Clymert

I have been so much impressed by the enclosed article by
Erich Brandeis, that I had it reprinted for framing and I am
sending it to you with my compliments. This 1s one of his daily
newspaper columns entitled "Looking at Life".

By the way, I think that this particular plece should have

wide distribution. You have our permission, therefore, to re-
print it without any obligation other than to give proper credit

to the author and the syndicate.
If you do reprint it I shall greatly eppreciate a clipping.

Very sincerely yours,

. Y. Connolly
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TELEPHONE ADAMS o218

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
HARRISON E. SPANGLER

VICE CHAIRMEN: SECRETARY:
WALTER S. HALLANAN
HaroLD W,
MrS. GRACE B. REYNOLDS o HascH
MRs. PAUL FITZSIMONS TREASURER:
EzrRA R. WHITLA SINCLAIR WEEKS

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: GENERAL COUNSEL:
WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND HENRY P. FLETCHER

1337 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

May 3, 1943

Dear Mr. Editor:
Here is the first edition of & new Republican clipsheet,

You and I know there are as many ideas on putting out a clipsheet
as there are publicity men and editors. And we appreciate that the editor
knows better than we possibly can the type of material he would like to re-
celve from us during the coming important political year.

Our approach to this whole job is that we do not want to be distant
press agents dumping useless material on your desks, but that you are as
much interested in the cause of breaking the Boosevelt-Eopkinas~Frankfurter
hold on the government as we are, We are all Americans together who dread
the thought of perpetuating one man in the White House; and of seeing the
continued mixing of politice with war administration.

James P, Selvage, my assistant in charge of publieity, and I hope,
therefore, that as we move along you will not hesitate to give us the benefit

of your yviews, criticisms and gcomments. If you will tell us the kind of
material you -can best use - whether it is copy of the type of this sheet, car-

toons, other illustrated materiaml, mats, or whatnot - we will endeavor to grad-
ually adjust to the majority needs.

So we invite your aid,

Won't you please, right at the start, advise us if you want this sheet
continued to you and to whom it should be addressed,

And, forsooth, if it should fall into hands that do not want it, we
would be glad to hear that for we have no desire to fill anyone's waste bas—
ket. And particularly not to waste paper at this time. The New Deal press
agents can cover that part of the political field very adequately.

Sincerely youre,

Harrison E. Spangler.
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630 Msyflower Hotel
Washington, D, C.
N‘, ‘! 1943.

Mr, James F. Frice, Secretary-Director
Kansae lndustrisl Development Commission
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Jim:

Last week was too busy to write you. Nonday left for New York,
spent Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in New York attending the

U. §. Chambver of Commerce Conference. This was a worth while
conference. Jess Denious did not get elected but a lot of progress
was made for next year. : - :

Tried to contact Arch Booth but never did get in touch with him.
Called his hotel several times and left notes for him but no
response.

Jess Denious, Claude Cave end Mark Drehmer came to Washingion
from Hew York and worked with them here Friday and Saturday in
placing them in contact with people they wanted to see. Jess
and Claude left Sunday morning and Merk left Monday evening.

A representutive of the Aluminum Company left last week, while I
was in New York, to make inspections of probable locations in

the west and south and was in Kansae Thursday, Friday and Eaturday
and is mow in the south end will return here Friday. Did not get
all the towns inspected that I wanted inspected as some of them
did not have the power available necessary for en extrusion plant.

The Helium plant et Cunningham is making rapid progress and the
contract for comstruction of the plant is row ready for sigmature.
Anvouncement will be made in ihe near future.

The Navy advised me that nearly all arrangemenis are complete for
a tese st Olathe to cost four million dellers. This project has
been in and out for ihe past several months but now it lecks like
it will be built.

In conference yesterday with General Hines of ithe Veterans Administra=
tion he states the policy on hospitals will be to expand existing
facilitiee rather than build new ones. There may be some exceplions
made where existing facilities will not lend themselves to expansion.
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