Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Rolla Clymer correspondence
Section 689, Pages 20641 - 20670

This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Ga. Q. GELANDILIER

WIOHITA; EANSAS

December 30-1942.

Dear Rollin:

This morning I read your article on
"The Road to Fulfillment" in the Kansas
Magazine.

I want to compliment you on the article,
it is well written, and certainly containg a
great deal of valuable information.

With all good wishes, and with the

compliments of the season, I am,

Sincerely'yours,

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
El Dorado, Kansas.
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UNION NATIONAL BANK

WICHITA | KANSAS

December 31, 1942

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
¢/o EL Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

Thanks for sending me the editorial on
"Kansas Moves Upward". As the one who sponsored the
plastics movement in Kansas and got thousands in the
state interested in it, I am naturally very much pleased
to have the Commission follow through with this appro-
pristion which seems to me to be a practical way to

find out what can be done.

The field is immense. The period of
development, may be long and meny barriers will have to
be surmounted, but ultimately without guestion with
the interest already sroused snd the follow-through
program of the Commission the state will develop &
plastics industry. Recently a young man ceme into my
office and told me that one of the largest corporations
doing business in this state had talked with him about
giving his entire time, at their expense, to investigat-
ing the plastics field with the view to developing
various materials that can be used in their business.
There is & good deal of such quiet investigation going
on, and it is certain to bear fruit.

Sincerely yours,

CFR B

W. B. Harrison
President
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~r, Clywer,

When I lived at Cassoday, not far to the northeast, I used to get
a big box of papers from the Imporia Gazette each week. It was the.
sjc:apings of the exchange *Eable. 0f course I read the editorials all
the time. Sinee coming here I have missed this keeping step with
opinion, but I lost my carrier when we left.. I often marvelled at

the wise and clever editorial comment in these Hansas papers. Away

out in the prairie dog towns men, a.:dwomen, were doing some fine writing

in their ed.it‘orial departments. I hope your suggestion of Monday
night, "A Suggestion for the Editorial Folk," takes root. _The best
way to get a thing done is to do it yourself. .
g I velieve more people read editorials .\ and allow these writings to
enter into their opinion formulating, than writers suspielon.

I have been t#ying hard to get a job but ha;venit landed same. I have
found out thet I am not as celever as I thought I was, and that '\s a working

hypothesis. When T £ind what it is, and get it sorrected, T hope the -
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job fEmmtt doesn't stop the corresn ndence to the Times, for I think

I am my own best fan, except for those durb errors.
You had Tetter do the stirring of the pot of editorials to keep
it boiling. I'd like to see what comes out of such an efw“o'r't.‘

Ruth Meyer.
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Oliver H. f{ugkes

1201 W. Campus
Lawrence, Kans.

Dear Mr. Clymer,

After having been turned down in the Alr Corps
because of bad eyes I am attempting to enlist in the
United States Naval Reserve. I neeéd some letters of
recommnendation and wonder if you will be kind enough
to write one for me. If you will please send it to
me at the above address I would like to include it
with my application.

My draft number is down the line quite a ways
having just registered the last time but I feel that
I might as well go on into the Army or Navy soon after
I graduate. There will not be muech to do for the few
months anyway and I might just as well go on in. It
is possible that I might be able to enlist as an officer
on the strength of my education,now that flying is out.

We read the T imes religicusly up here at school
and some weeks ago I noticed a new sparkel on the
editorial page even before I learned you had returned
to the paper. Your editoriamls and Listening Post made
a newpaper reader out of me at a very tender age.

Wie are planning to entertain you son David here
in the house this week-end for the K.U.Relays. Ihope
that we can show him a good time.

Thanks for the consideration that you will show
this request as you have always shown my requests for
favors in the past.

Sincerely yours,

oo A Hh
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RICHARD W. ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
GREENSBURG

W. B. HARRISON, WICHITA A. V. LUNDGREN, KANSAS CiTY. KAN.

VICE-CHAIRMAN

GEORGE K. MACKIE, JR.. PITTSBURG

DEANE E. ACKERS. TOPEKA [l Ul H. E. MUCHNIC, ATCHISON

JAS. D. DONOVAN,
GEORGE E. GANO,

Kansas CITY. Kan. H. E. ZOLLER, WicHITA
HUTCHINSCN

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
R. A. CLYMER. SECRETARY.DIRECTOR
TOPEKA. KANSAS

Fridey.
Dear Rolla:

Thanks for your note of Tuesday. I have unofficial information

to the effect that some one from the Army Air Corps called on your
City Manager in Eldorado a few days ago in regard to some expansion
there. Any thing you can leapn about this I will appreciate knowing.
If I ecan find out what branczﬁof the dir Corps and the type unit cont-
emplated will help me in pushing it along back here. Dont like to

out blindly to work on a project.

PRy
Vie still have sewem projects in the mill for Kansas. 4 in VWestern

Kansas, Coffeyville, Arkansas City-Winfield and now Emporia, Fmporia

will be inspected today. Hutchinson is also being considered by the HNavy,

We went over the Billion Dollar mark the last week in April but on
the advige of Dick Robbins I dident put out a story. If we get
the projects now under consideration it might be all right then,

Oklahoma and Missouri Congressmen are now raising a lot of H=
about so many things going to Kansas while their Btates are

not doing as well,
M
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Dear Mr. Clymer,
.The enclnsed copy can be used for the mext run of Cads-0-Day, but I em
cending it ‘early/for I think it primarily an editorial, after a fashinn,'
and - thoursh I may be flattering myself- I think you'll run it there. In
the event you do so I should 1ike to know of it in order to send in more

is
copy for the Case-0-Day spac€ on Wednesday. There ax® a lot of good

N \
.editorial meterial these days and maybe you do not feel the need of "fresh"

thought there. Do like Mr., White - steal it. I mean you don't need to
give me & by-line.

TiHen I worked I liked best to do these Nfeatures”. I've been 1mki’,ng over
my text books and I think I shall try some for markets. I'm p:'\‘.n.— to
f#ryxkxt work some into wee space you 80 generously allnw me, 1T possi 1e,

to sort of rejuvinate myself, esepecially style. The privelege of d-ving
Casa-O-Day hee .im almost wiped out the 15 years of 1nactiv1ty I know I
could work again. When Otto goes to service I shall. {ne nev’er really

gete away from.a thing he reslly likes.
Ruth Meyer.
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