Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Rolla Clymer correspondence
Section 682, Pages 20431 - 20460

This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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(pardon comservation of paper)

I will close with this so much and will deesply appreciate
Your shakinr s boy or so in our direction. Tell them to see either
fosy “arr of D, Cs Schaffner. We have imxthmxxx¥t from tle college
over <00 boys in the service right now and thanks to all no casulties
reported.

50 in clesing I again hope you will x@pxx do your. durndest
in this. To the right Boys who will mske grades you will have no
appologies to o fer. Te are on the aporoved list of the Maripes,

Army snd Navy in the reserge setup. ’3--?“"6 Aocma,
iy s gt et sl ot tZ_y
Z:st fincerely Yyours,
% Hammdnd

e e —
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Sunday, September 14th,

Dear Bosa:

No doubt you have been expecting to hear from me,
I still can't give the exact date as to when I'll be dis-
charged, but can pin it down fairly close. From 21l indi-
cations it will be around October lst, perhaps a few days
one way or the other. None of the 28 year olds are being
sent to other posts upon completion of their 13 weeks basic
training, which in my case ends October 6. However, there
ls no guota,so discharges are beélng made a&s rapidly as pos-
sible., We might be called in tomorrow morning and be out
by nilght; that's the army wey of dolng things. Unless you
hear /to the contrary, you can expect me around the first.
If %\much before that I'll let you know.

This evening we had gulte a2 show at our new out-
door amphitheater. It conesisted of Fdgar Bergen and Charlie
McCarthy, Abbott and Costello, Ray Noble's orchestra and
Rita Hayworth, the movie actress., Just before Rita came on
the stage we had to stand up and salute for the playing of
The Star Bangled Banner and when we gat down the fellow
ahead of me hit into my glasses and broke one lens. It would
heppen just when I was about to get a closeup of a Hollywood
glamour girl, darn it! I enjoyed the show a lot anyway.

We are getting guite a workout with full field
packs this week, as we'll wear them about everywhere we go,
I hate to think of cheating a pack horse ofit of that work.
We are doing quite a2 bit of night maneuvering, too, which
15n'tlexactly a plenic., By now I'm tough enough that it
doesn t bother me much though.

How are things going at The Times office under
the new getup? Through some mixup in the postoffice I
haven t been khExgetting the paper for the past week, so
am running a bilt behind schedule on El Dorado news. I
really loock forward to renewing my contacts there--partic-
ularly those of a more romantic nature, of course.

That'll be all for now but I'll let you know
when I land in Kansas--a 1little before then if possible.

Cordially yours,
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KANSAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
THREE-ONE=-FIVE WEST TENTH
TOPEKA
THE KANSAS TEACHER, OFFIGIAL PUBLICATION
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
0. 0. WRIBHT

PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS
GLENM ARCHER, DIRECTOR

September 16, 1942

Kansas Newspaper Editors and Reporters
Gentlemen;

The Kansas State Teachers Association iz incressing ite efforts ln
the war period so that the schools can better eerve the state and
nation. Of all people, Kansas editors and reporters have been most
understanding and cooperatlve in the support of aschools. We nmeed
the counsel end ald of the prees in the year ahead anc invite you
to join us at our November Conventlions where education and the war
will be featured.

The Board of Directors of the assoclation and the Executive Secretary,
Mr. C. O, Wright, are extending a cordial invitation to newspaper

men to be guests of the assoclatlon at the several state-wide teachera
conventions to be held in November. I am, therefore, submitting to
you passes which will admit you free of charge to any one of the six
convention programs.

Outotanding national talent hes been selected thle year to tell the
atory of national end intermational education problems. These men
and women are forceful speskers and well known in thelr fleld of en-
deavor.

The Kansas State Teachers Association will be pleased for you to use
thepe passes and attend the conventions.

With best personal wishes, I am
Sincgrely yours,

(o cfir/

Glenn Archer, rector
Professional Relations
GA:k

P.,S, If you need additlional passes, we shall be pleased to furnlsh
them.
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RICHARD W. ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
GREENSBURG
W. B. HARRISON, WICHITA
VICE-CHAIRMAN
DEANE E. ACKERS, TOPEKA
JAS. D. DONOVAN, Kansas CITY. KAN.
GEORGE E. GANOQ. HUTCHINSON

A. V. LUNDGREN. KANEAS CITY, Kan.
GEORGE K. MACKIE. JR., PITTSBURG
H. E. MUCHNIC. ATcHison

H. E. ZOLLER, WiCHITA

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
JAMES F. PRICE. SECRETARY.DIRECTOR
TOPEKA. KANSAS

September 16, 1942

Mr. Re A+ Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:
Sorry you were unable to be with us at our Commission

meeting today. We had = small attendance, however, and
simply covered routine matters.

I should like very much to see the story you are writing

for Thackery which I know will be a dandy. I shall be
looking forward to seeing you whenever you find it con-
venient to be up this way.

Cordially yours

KANSAS I DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

James F.o grice
Secretary-Director
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STATUTCRY OBJECTIVES

COMMISS ION LiEMBERS

Richard W, Robbins, Chairman . B. Harrison, Vice-Chairman
Jemes D. Donovan Deane E. Ackers

George K, Mackie, Jr. A. V. Lundgren

George E, Gano H. E. Muchnic

H. E. Zoller

SECRETARY-DIRECTOR

James F. Price

MAJOR FIELDS OF ACTIVITY

To encourage the placing of new industries in the state and the
expansion of existing industries.

To aid small businesses and small communities in obtaining ware
time contracts.

Expanding Agricultural Products Markets.

"Build Kansas" Program.

Aid in the coordination of the work of state and private agencies
engaged in the improvement of Kansas industry and agriculture,

Post=War Planning from war to peace-time economy.

To encourage the placing of new industries in the state and the
expansion of existing industries.

1. Information service from Washington office, informing
Commission and Keansas communities as to war production
developments which might be placed in Kansas.

Keeping our Washington office informed as to the facili-
ties which Kensas communities have to offer for war-time
production,

Specifieally contacting federal agencies and private
corporations relative to the placement in Kensas of:
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4,

Be

8,

Te

-
b.
Ce

Airplane bases
Glider bases
Synthetic rubber plants

d. Magnesium plants

e. Commercial alechol plants
f, Plastics plants

ge Aluminum plants

h. Other war industries

Ask each of the industrial groups in the state for practieal,
definite suggestions as to what the Commission can do for
them, and what industries would supplement them. Information
and cooperation should be solicited from:

a., 0il Operators

b, Refineries

¢« Railroads

ds Lead and Zinc Operators
e. Coal Operators

f. Salt Operators

g+ Insurance Companies

h. Banks

i. Metal Fabricators oﬂg’/-""(
Js Milling Concerns @
k. BEte,

These companies know some things which could be done to
help them. Some of them will have ideas about developing
new fields of work. Some will mention products which
they buy outside Kansas which might just as well be
Kansas products. Every industry should be asked to list
the products which they buy which might be made in Kansas,.

An Industrial Survey should be made of the state, with
emphasis on listing all industries, the products they
make, the products they use, and their partioular
problems.

Create a list of industries whose products are now used by
Kensas industries which would buy from a new Kensas firm
providing it was practical and economical teo do so.

Get general national publicity, by sugpgesting to KHansas
writers articles which might be salable to leading °
magazines and newspapers and assisting writers with the
collection of material and photographs. Equally im-
portant would be the dramatization of Kansas festivals,
celebrations, and other activities which could call the
netion's attention to Kansas in a favorable way.

If possible, get an independent group, such as Fortune
magazine to find out what industries are planning on
expanding or moving.
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///// Page 3

8. Ask communities to extend localized cooperation through
their Chambers of Commerce or civic organizetions,

B. To aid small businesses and small communities in obtaining war-
time contracts.,

1. Contacting WPB regional offices.
2. Contacting the Army and Navy Ordnance Departments.
3« Contecting prime contractors.

4, Contacting the small business men and aiding them in
obtaining sub-contracts from one of the above
mentioned groups.

5. Furnish the small businesses and small communities
with general information on such items as priorities,
price control, ete., which will be helpful in main-
taining their businesses during this war period.

-

Cs. Expanding agriculturel products markets.

1. Concerned only with broader markets and processing
plants. Each organization representing a phase of
the egriculture picture should be shown how to
broaden its markets. For instance, the livestock
people shown how to market their beef as Kansas
beef---the apple people how to sell their product as
Kanszs apples, etcs

2. Information end cocperation should be solicited from:

aes The Board of Agriculture
b. The Livestock Association
c. The Apple Growers

&. The Potato Growers

e, Dairies and Creameries

f. VWheat Growers and Millers
Be Ete.

D. "Build Kansas" program.

1. Help educate Kansans on the assets and potentialities
of Kansas and to develop in Kansans a new pride in
their state,
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2,

3.

a., Development of an educational program for
the schools on the industrial, agricultural,
and mineral phases of Kansas,

b. Showing of films and making talks before
organized groups.

Encourage the beautification of Kensas and the preservation
of historic buildings and sites,

Give the rest of the United States the true pieture of
Kenses.

Aid to the small towns through our "Small Town" program.

—————

E. Aid in the coordination of the work of state and private agencies
engaged in the improvement of Kansas industry and agriculture.

1.
2.

3.

10.
1l.
12,

13.

State Department of Agriculture.
Forestry, Fish and Game Commission.
Kansus Corporation Commission.

a. ICC hearing relative to freight rate
structure.

State Highway Commission.
Office of Public Instruction.
Commission of Revenue and Taxation.
Associated Industries of Hansus.
Kansas Chembers of Commerce.
Kensas State Teachers Association.
Kansas Restaurant Association.
Kansas Hotel Asaociatién.
Kansas State Planning Board.
Colleges and universities.
a. Assistance in scientific research,
such as Kansas Wheat Improvement

Association.

b. Use of Magnesium
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ce Problem of meking derivatives of starch
from kaffir.

d, Chlorine from salt.
e, Aluminum from clay, etc.

f. Development of business and industrial
clinics.

F. Post-War Planning from war to peace-time economy.
1., Contact national planning organizations
2. Contact regional planning orgenization.
3« Develop local planning organizations.

4, Tourist travel promotion.
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//’ STIAFF DUTIES

R. H. Rhoads Washington representative. Primarily responsible
for the work in objective "A," namely attracting
new industries to Kansas.

Also responsible in helping to build up the post=-
war planning set-up (from national plans).

John Harvey Field representative. Primarily engaged in ob=
jective "B" as described above.

R. B. Campbell Field representative. Primarily engaged in ob=-
jeetive "B" as desoribed above.

Ted Wear 1. Engaged in setting out a program whereby the
Commission can assist the small towns.

2. Assembling material to be used in our "Build
Kansas" program.

3, Gathering and correlating material on such
subjects as magnesium, plastics, alcohol,
etc., research on which has been done in the
various state and private agencies.

4. Doing field work and helping in the assistance
to small businesses.

5. TWriting publicity items for the Commission to
be inserted in newspapers and magazines,

Renna Hunter 1. Promoting the "Build Kansas" program.
2. Assembling pictures and stories on Kansas
minerals, agriculture and historical spots to

be used in educational program.

3. Appear before groups to explain the work of the
Commission in the "Build Kensas" program.

4, Assist Mr, Vear on the "Small Town" program.
Max Wales 1, Placing of news stories for the Commission.

2, Uorking on specific campaigns, such as the
"June Dairy Month," "Potato," "Apple," etec.

3. Assist in the gathering of research data de-
veloped in state and private agencies.

4, Assist in the general public relations
commission.

6. Assist in setting up our post-war planning
organization,
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Staff Duties - Page 2

Elma Redfern Stenographic - clerical.,

Berenice Delfarais Secretarial (up to short time ago handled all
office routine not involving Commission policy
in absence of the secretary-director) -- handle
correspondence for secretary-director -- pre=

audit vouchers -- bookkeeper -- responsible for
elippings and serap books -- interview visitors
when necessary -- purchase office supplies.
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‘Wlnited aﬁrmﬁ Dssaciations

INCORPORATED I HEW YORR

GENERAL OFFICES
NEWS BUILDING NEW YORK CITY

KANSAS CITY BUREAU,

B,
17, 1942.

Sept.

Mr. Rolla H. Clymer,
The Eldorado Times,
Eldorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Clymer:

e llErE cﬂpg of A newspaper in
Kansas publishing from the U.P.'s printer circuit
operated first for radio stations on1¥. It is one

of some 20 newspapers in the southwest now u51n§

this normal-speed wire which opens at 5 a.m. an

runs until well past press-times for Afternoon papers.

The cost of the service would be a

pleasant aurgrisz to you. This wire affords newspapers

A news report far better than any type of.gon SEYViCE,

At reasonable expenge. It would make an ideal replacement
for your presgnt ts}sgraghlc report, placing you on A
Kansas-state-leg tailored for Kansas general news interests
and Fansas market reports.

May I tell you more about it,please?
(f_XQ?rﬂ sincgrely,
T G’HM
Sam D. Hales, Bus. Rep.
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LAW OFFICES OF
BrRooks & FLEESORN

C.H.BROQKS
HOWARD T. FLEESON
CARL G.TEBBE
WAYNE COULSON
PAUL R. KITCH

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
¢/o The El Dorado Tim
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

Recelpt

September 8,

Federal

801 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
WICHITA, KANSAS

September 18, 1942,

wledged of your letter

court meets here Sepbtember 21,

soon as it is over L will write you about & meet-
the board of directors, In the meantime, could
you send me your last sudit so I can have an opportunity

to study it

before the meeting?

(=}

Very truly yours,

o

Aok 7 s,
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HOME OFFICE: SPRINGFIELD, ILLINCIS

THE FRANKLIN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

UNITED BUILDING
SALINA, KANSAS

ELLIOTT BELDEN

REGIONAL MANAGER

19 September 1942

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, Editor and Manager
The E1 Dorsdo Times
EL Dorado, Kansas

Thanks for your thoughtful suggestion. Attache
is a copy of my letter to Tut. If he is willing to work a
this job, he can easily meke from $100 to $150 per month
as extra income.

c
4
U

What I believe would be most helpful in his case
would be to give him a slightly lower commission contract and
then spend the difference with newspaper advertising. 1In
other words, we could give him a 70% top contract and allow
him $25.00 per month for newspaper space. On this basis with
only $60,000 or 70,000 business per year he could make a very
comfortable living.

npifficulties are things that show what men are.®
That is a slogan I have here in my office and in times like
these I refer to it freguently. Regardless of the outcome of
Tuttle, I am mighty damned grateful for your suggestion. And
believe me, Rolla, if ever there is a time when T can do any-
thing for you, it will be & pleasure to have you call upon me.

Sincerely yours,

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE SINCE 1884
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19 geptember 1942

Mr. G, R, Tuttle
¢/o Hotel Lyndon
Fureka, Kansas

Dear Tuty

With so meny of our men having been called into the
Service, it is one Hell of a problem to find competent salesmen
to represent our Company. Fortunately, life underwriting is
one business where an individual is worth proportionaiely mere
ag he grows older in the service.

Recently I have been working on a proposition whereby
we would establish an Agency in a community and guarantee a
certain amount of newspaper advertising support. For example,
if an Agency could be esteblished in Pureks, we would guarantee
to do about $25.00 per month of newspaper advertising with a
minimum produetion of five or six thousand of life business dur-
ing that period. Such an arrangement gives the newspaper ample
reason for being interested in the success of the Agency. While
at the eame time it guarantees promotional support for an
agent which he would ordimarily mot spend for himself.

There are a lot of angles to this thing, Tut, and I
merely mention that one ides as indicative of the possibilities
for development, Separately, I am sending you a booklet en-
titled "12 Reasons Why Life Insurance Work Should Interest You".

You probably don't remember me from Editorial Golf
Tournaments because ] was never good emough to play in your
flight either on the course or at the bridge table. But I remem-
ber you and I know that you have the knack of making friends.
And!'riwdlrfolhmﬂutyyoﬂommcuuduml
business of lifemunderwriting.
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STATE OF KANSAS
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL SERVICE
B80! HARRISON STREET
TOPEKA. KANSAS

€IVIL SERVICE BOARD T DIRECTOR

ERNST F. PIHLBLAD, CHAIRMAN

CHAS. B. NEWELL

FRED C. ALLVINE

ToMm WiLson

September 21, 1942

TO STATE IMPLOYEES:

Since this is the Tirst election year in the history of Kansas in which
the position of the state employees actually has been protected by law,
the Department of Civil Service believes that you will ve interested %o
know just what your rights and privileges are with respect to political
affiliation and activity.

Section 29 of the Civil Service Law specifically protects your rights as
a citizen and as a state employee. This section provides that you, as a
state employee in the classified service, cannot be forced or compelled to
take part in the activity of any political party., You cannot be forced,
either directly or indirectly, tec contribtute to any party fund., In fact,
to hold your position you need not participate in any politichl activity
whatsoaver,

However, you are not prohibited from voluntary affiliation with any poli-
tical party in which you may be interested, as long as that political
party does not advocate the overthrow of our constitutional form of gov-
ernment by force or violence, If you wish to participate as a voter or
citizen in the activity of any political party, you may do soj but such
perticipation mist be on your own time, 4lso, you may contribute to any
political party as long as that contribution is yoluntary,

As o state employee in the classified service, you cannot be dismissed,
demoted, or discriminated against in any way for your political affilia-
tions; nor can you exercise, threaten, or promise discrimination for or
against any other employee, applicant, or eligible in the civil service.
You cannot use your official suthority as a state employee in the classi-
fied service to compel, either directly or indirectly, another employee
in the classified service to contriltute to, or take vart in, any political
activity.

Section 29 of the Civil Service Law provides that if any employee in the
classified service is found guilty of violating any provision of this
section, he will be immediately dismissed from the service,

Briefly, the intent of this section of the Civil Service Law is to pro-
tect your rights and freedom as a voter and citizen of the State of
Kansas, as well as to protect the security of your position as a state
enployee.

STATE CIVIL SERVICE BOARD
Ernst F, Pialblad, Chairman
Fred C, Allvine

Tom Wilson
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EDWARD H. REES
4TH DiST. KANSAS

Congress of the Enited States
THouge of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

September 21, 1942

Dear Rollo:

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

COMMITTEES:
CwiL ServicE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION

I mailed you a Congressional Direct-

ory yesterday. I find that I had already sent

one to you.

It may be that the City Library would

have uge for a copy. I will sppreciate it if

you will hand one of the Directories to the Librarian

in McPherson.

With kind personal regards, I am

Sincer=}y yours,

Rolle Clymer, Bditor,
Z1 Dorado, Kansas,
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FEDERAL RESERVE BANK

OF
KANSsASs CITY

September 22, 1942

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Dorado
Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

This is to notify you that by authority of the Secretary of the
Treasury I have appointed you a member of the Butler County Victory Fund
Comnittee. The Committee will act with other Victory Fund Committees in
the Tenth Federal Reserve District in assisting the Treasury in future
Government finanecing.

As you are aware, the Secretary of the Treasury is confronted with
a stupendous task in raising the funds necessary to finance the war. All
the assistance possible is needed in that task, and it is only through
such individuals as you in each community who are willing to give unself-
ishly of their time and efforts that the all important job can be done.

Mr. Arthur W. Kincade, President of the Fourth National Bank in
Wichita, is Chairman for Group Five of the Kansas Bankers hssociation,
and Mr. R. A, Haines, Fresident of The Prairie State Bank of Augusta, is
Chairman for Butler County.

Circular letters and material relating to the organization, func-
tions and procedure of the Victory Fund Committees in the Tenth Federal
Reserve District will promptly go forward to you. Additional circulars
and material will be sent to you as Treasury issues are offered for sub-
seription, and Mr. Haines will communicate with you from time to time
regarding the Victory Fund program in your community.

Your acceptance of this important assignment is taken for granted.

Yours very truly,

H. G. Leedy
President
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ALF M. LANDON
TOPEKA

not only the

while, but pre

use, 8
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QBeech (lireraft Curpnrutiun

Wichita, Kansas
1T il

September 23, 1942

Mr, R. A. Clymer
Times Office
El Dorado, Kansas

0llis Vioodrow Davis , 5.5, #10=09=-6863 , has applied to us for a position
as Inspector . He states that he was employed by you as follows:

From Type of Work Rate Reason for Leaving
1933 Mailing room 36 half day work

This applicant has signed the following statement, the original of which we have in
our files: "I authorize the companies or persons named above to give any information
regarding me or my employment whether or not it is on their records, thereby releas-
ing said companies or persons from all liability for any damages whatsoever for
issuing this information."

We would appreciate your verifying this statement and returning this copy in the
enclosed envelope. A carbon copy is enclosed for your files.

BEECH ATRCRAFT CORPORATION

Warren E. Blazier
Personnel Director

FORMER DNPLOYER STATEMENT

Iype of Work Rate Reason for Leaving

ABILITY CONDUCT PRODUCTION Would you re-employ?

Remarks:

Do you know of any subversive or disloyal activities engaged in by this individual?
Yes No (Circle answer) If "Yes" please explain briefly on reverse side of this form.

Do you feel that this individual can be trusted with confidential matters pertaining
to our National Defense Program? Yes No (Circle answer) If "No" please explain
briefly on reverse side of this form.

Signed

Date Title
I.R.-134
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N

~ OPERA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

DAVID NEISWANGER, PRESIDENT + MARK W.DREHMER, SECRETARY-TREASURER « TELEPHONE 5887

September 23, 1942.

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
El Dorado,
Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

That very generous letter that Art Carruth used in
his "Whispering Willow" Column was very much appreciated.
It was thoughtful of you and certasinly very nice.

I shall always remember our struggle to get the
Kansas Industrial Development Commission in motion because
T talked about the thing some six or eight years ago.

I hope you will come in when you are in towm.

Everything seems to be going along all right, but
I do miss vou over there.

Just et this moment we are in a tussle with the
Army and the Veterans Administration and the Corps of
Engineers as to the type of construction to be used on
our Hospital. I have my fingers croased, but I believe
it is going to be brick and tile.

Thanks again, Rolla, That was a very swell gesture
from a very swell gent!

Very truly yours,
SECRETARY.

MWD : RBW

P.S. Since dictating this letbter we are sure the hospital is
to be brick and tile. Just got the word.
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UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA

WICHITA, KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

September 23, 1942

lire Re Aes Clymer
El Doredo Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mre Clymers

After you called me today noon and asked me %o talk
to a farm group on Saturday, October 3, I discovered
that is the day of our first home football game for
the seasone As we have guests coming, it will be ime
possible for me to get awnye

I am sorry to have to let you down, but it is unavoid=
ablee

dincerely,

We Me Jardine

Wid : JM
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