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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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KANSAS INDEPENDENT
OIL AND GAS ASSOCIATION

ELLIS-SINGLETON BUILDING.....WICHITA, KANSAS

L O

February 20, 1939.

The following editorial from the El Dorado Times of February 17, 1939,
is quoted for your information.

It definitely brings home to all the imperative need for amending the
present proration law so that the adverse effects resulting from the grant-
ing of special allowables in allocating the market for Kansas oil will be
eliminated.

Two measures are pending in the state legislature - - - Senate Bill 185
and House Bill 233 - - - which, if enacted into law, will permit the State
Corporation Commission to deny the granting of unreasonable allowables.

YOU ARE URGED TO SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF THESE BILLS:

TO ABOLISH SPECIAL PRIVILEGE

Companion bills have been introduced into both houses of the state legislature which
provide amendments to the law governing regulation of the production of crude petroleum
within the state.

The purpose of these bills, stripped of legal verbiage and free from minor considerations,
would establish firmly the principle of ratable taking among pools, as well as within pools.
In other words, the State Corporation Commission which is vested with jurisdiction and
authorty to administer the act would be freed from any necessity of granting special allow-
ables where there was ratable taking and no underground waste.

Special allowables have been the source of much controversy among oil interests the
past year. Probably ninety per cent of oil producers in Kansas—both majors and inde-
pendents—are against special allowables as a practice tending to break down the entire
proration structure.

The present law regulating production of oil and gas is based upon the principle of
conservation of natural resources and against waste. The word “waste,” in addition to its
ordinary meaning, is extended to include economic waste, underground waste, surface waste,
waste of reservoir energy and waste incident to the production of oil and gas in excess of
transportation or marketing facilities or rea ble market d

The old commission ruled that under existing laws it had no alternative other than to
grant special allowables where there was ratable taking and no underground waste.

One can imagine, considering the fine points that occur to lawyers, how closely debated
the matter has been. There is still much lack of agreement among the parties of the
controversy.

But this reflection seems clear. Proration has been a successful working principle. The
commission fixes the daily allowables each month. The accepted theory is that they be
based solely on adjusted field percentages with market distributed under the log-log curve.
Special allowables in various pools tend to upset this basis. Thus, one producer in a certain
area may be allowed to run a large portion of his oil under special permission, while in
other fields the producers are held down rigidly to a low volume of production—in many
instances 2 per cent of potential, or less. (It should be remembered that wells whose
average daily production is 15 barrels, or less, have been permitted to run all their oil.)

Extreme conditions may arise, of course, where special allowables seem reasonable and
should be granted. But the special allowable practice has grown to the point where it
has almost upset the proration principle. A great majority of producers, as has been said,
hold selective buying in disfavor. If proration is to be continued, and it has proved its
worth, the special allowables must be eliminated in general. Special allowables simply
mean, in most cases, special privilege to some producers granted over the rank and file.
They are not fair, on any share-and-share alike program, undoubtedly create discrimination
and work to the injury of the industry as a whole.

The amended law would tend to rule them out—regardless of the injury they might
cause in certain individual cases. But the larger good of the Kansas oil industry dictates
their passing as a general practice.

It is hard to amend any law on some point, without disturbing related matters. But
all the Kansas producers are asking in the suggested changes of the cil law is that the
proration principle be clearly established, that the commission be given full power to
enforce it, and that special favors and privileges be abolished. It is up to the lawmakers to
work out the act itself so that this objective may be reached. The oil men will be satisfied
to get along on as little law as is y for orderly pr ion and marketing, but they
want enough teeth in their law to enable them to avold such discrimination as has been
seen in the past year or two.

‘The main trouble with the oil industry, now and in past years, is that too many of those
engaged in it are purely selfish—and have no regard for the other fellow's welfare. It
is up to the law and the courts to see that such selfishness and demand for special favers
is eliminated.

The bills now before the legislature, which were carefully drawn by those who have the
long-range welfare of the ofl industry at heart, should be passed in a form close to that
wherein they have been presented.
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N ———— E b
)

o RJCHAlDS ROAD

%&nsms C;Ify Mo,

February 21, 1939

Mr, R. A, Clymer
c/o El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

It has been brought to my attention that extreme weather
conditions eaused the interruption of your recent journey on TWA.
Our refund check, representing the amount paid for the unused
transportation, is enclosed.

In a personal review of the cancellation of your flight I
have determined that it was in accordance with good judgment and
the conservative policy of TWA. Since the inauguration of TWA
passenger service, nearly & decade ago, we have been making a very
determined effort to supply the most satisfactory and enjoyable
transportation facilities available anywhere, In line with this
policy our constantly improved liners are equipped with every known
aid to navigation and as a result are theoretically capable of
operating during the most severe and unususl weather conditions,

In this particular instance, however, the comfort and welle
being of our passengers dictated tha'[: the flight be discontinued,
This action was taken by the Captain of the flight, after radio
communication with our meteorological staff and the Department
of Commerce Weather Bureau and after consultation with the Chief
Flight Dispatcher, as & final margin of your comfort end safety.

I trust every consideration and courtesy was extended to
you by TWA personnel. Your patronage is sincerely appreciated
and we look forward to the pleasant prospect of solving your
future transportation needs,

Cordially’,

T-\

q Gon.roy
Geheral Traffic Manager

VPC:CW
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A-566—2M Sets—12-38 Schooley 80417

TRANSCONTINENTAL & WESTERN AIR, INC.
10 RICHARDS ROAD
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
February 21, 1939

REFUND SETTLEMENT ADVICE

s'ir. R. A. Clymer
c/o El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kensas

Refund on ticket form RT95 number 17-104 made on an involuntary
basis as follows:

Transportation Purchased
From Wichita To Chicago

Less:

Charges for Air Transportation used

From  Chicago To Wichita one=half round trip$ 28.30
To

Training Charges Paid by TWA
From  Wichita To Chicago
; To

Total Charges
Net Amount Refundable on Ticket

Refund on Excess Baggage - - Charges Paid on Ibs.
From To
Baggage carried by TWA
From To
Net Amount Refundable on Excess Baggage
Total Refund
REMARKS:

Thank you for your patronage. If further correspondence is necessary kindly refer to the number indicated in
the upper right hand comer.
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S L LIGHT

LAW OFFICES OF
LiGguar & LiGuT
203 LIGHT BUILBING

LIiBERAL, KANSAS

AUBURN O.LIGHT

February Twenty-first,

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
C/o El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

Replying to yours of the 20th, we have not
been inconvenienced in the least by reason of your delay
in coming out. In fact, I am rather glad for the delay,
as we do not have complete details brought together since
the merger.

Our Auditor is on the job now and may not have
the report to us by the last of this week; hence, let me
suggest that you further postpone your trip to next week-

end, March 3rd or Ath. I am confident we can be in better
position by that time, and furthermore I want you to choose
your mest convenient time as there is no particular rush
on my part, but I am rather anxious for the visit.

Father is not feeling nearly so well; seems to
be failing quite rapidly the past several weeks, but is
still up and around most of the time.

Yours very truly,

g

0f LIGHT & LIGHT
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E. R. SLOAN, CHAIRMAN PHONES 2.0488—L.D. 78
ERNEST E. BLINCOE
HOCH
COMMISSIONERS

HOMER

E. G. DAHLGREN, DIRECTOR, WICHITA

LEQ R. PRICE. SECRETARY
INNIS D. HARRIS, ATTORNEY

801 HARRISON
TOPEKA, KANSAS STATE OF KANSAS

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
CONSERVATION DIVISION
B00 BITTING BUILDING
WICHITA, KANSAS

IN REPLY PLEASE

Russell, Kansas, Feb. 27, 1939, "&iea"®

Mr. Rolla H. Clymer,
El1 Dorado, Kansas.

Cear Ham:

In conversation with Thee Morgan last week, he told
me that while he had bheen offered the job as Direector, it
had not been on terms acceptable to him; and that he did
not feel he could afford to take it. I believe he is
sincere in this.

In Sunday's Wichita papers, it appears that one or
two others are now being advanced by their friends for the
place. While it is true that the oil industry does not
want this Department made a politieal foot-ball, this does
not mean it should be left an important cog in the Kansas
Tammany organization.

Personally, I feel that if Morgan wants the place,
and they can make the salary and other conditions satis-
factory, he is clearly entitled to it; and I will be glad
of the oppurtunity to work for him and with him. If it is
a question of someone else getting the place, I would like
t0 be considered. T am not in touch with the crowd in
Wichita, but I believe you would find that out in the field
I have my fair share of friends who would support me.

My position is now Field Supervisor, and for two years
previously was State Plugging Supervisor. Have also been
in charge of gas, and have looked after salt-water and
pollution troubles. Have probably had more general experience
with these affairs than any one else in the State.

I do not think it advisable to attempt to push myselfl
on the attention of the Advisory Board, the Commission,

nor the Governor; but if you feel so inclined, a friendly
shove by you would be very helpful. g

HCS.

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPOMNDENCE TO CONSERVATION DIVISION
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THE’ BURNS NEWS L. W. NEEL, PUBLISHER = JEAN NEEL, ASSOCIATE

COVERS THE BURNS TERRITORY IN MARION, CHASE AND BUTLER COUNTIES = SUBSCRIPTION $150 A YEAR

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY AT BURNS, KANSAS

Feb., 27, 1939

Studebaker Type Foundry
Wichita, ¥ansas

Dear Studebaker:

Woticed your ad in the Aux on a 29x42 Miehle, How
would you trade for my 6-quarto tape delivery Babeock
drum?

Would my Omaha attached folder work on a Miehle?
Am thinking of changing to a 6 column l2-em paper, and
that 29x42 is just the right size, if it has suitable
chases.

Yours very truly,

The Burns News

f

Clymer:

i d
I heve written the Burns News about the press, &an
told him to come and see you. I priced the press at $1200.00
cash, and I think this is a good price for the machine.

I think Herb Hickman still owns this paper, but would
not say for sure.

Studebaker.
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STATE OF KANSAS

R. C. WOODWARD g COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
REPRESENTATIVE FIFTY-SECOND DISTRICT VICE CHAIRMAN CLAIME AND ACCOUNTS
CANAER MEMBER JuDICIARY

EL DORADO, KANSAS OIL AND GAS
TOPEKA

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

Clwm
1+or El Dorado Times

rado, Xarnsas

Dear Ham:

reference

T will
TO OVer
which

he

4 n ieat persona
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TELEPHONE 7518

KEITH CLEVENGER Temporary Address -
PUBLIEC RELATIONS COUNSEL

ADVERTISING - PUBLICITY C/O IllinOis—IndiBna
B T R Petroleum Associetlon,

TULSA, OKLAHOMA chinson, Illineis

March 1, 1939

Mr. Rolle Clymer, Publisher
ElDorado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I am sorry to have caused you any undue
effort in the search for a plcture of the Empire-
Enyart Field. I believe, however, that I will be
eble to secure one from a photographer at Bartles-
ville, Oklahoma.

I am up here for several weeks of special
work and investigstion. 1In the mean time, work on

the publication of my story 1s going ahead in good
shepe.

Thanking you for your kind interest and
helpfulness, I am

Yours very truly,
m‘% %U\-———?

Keith Clevenger
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BURTOR K. WHEELER, MONT., CHAIRMAN
WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE
WARREN R, AUSTIN, VT.
HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
CHARLES W. TOBEY, M. H.

SR AWlnited Diates Denafe

CHARLES O. ANDREWS, FLA, COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE
EDWIN C. JOMNSON, COLO.

prreiirhenpritiatiain March 2, 1939,
ERNEST LUNDEEN, MINM,

M. W. MITCHELL, CLERK

My. Rolla Clymer,
El Dorado Times,
1 Dorado, Kansas.

I do not think that the Federal government has any nore

business operating barges on channels built at public

expense than it wounld have to operate a fleet of trucks

on highwnys built in the same way.
2 A

Clyde M. Reed
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INDEPENDENT PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

TurLsa, ORKLAHOMA

€HAS. F. ROESER, PRESIDENT
M. B. FELL, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
RUSSELL B. BROWH, GENERAL GOUNSEL
T. J. STEUART, ASST, TO THE PREBIDENT
€. E. BUCHHER, EXECUTIVE MANAGER
LAWRENCE E. SMITH, RESEARCH

CHAS. VAN VLECK, FIELD MANAGER

Mr. R. A, Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:
In connection

conducted in the oil
we are establishing &

nineteen cash prizes.

NATIONAL MEADQUARTERS
= 704 THOMPSON BUILDING
Merch 2, 1939 TULSA, OKLAHOMA
TELEPHONE L. D, 737
WASHINGTON OFFICE
#42 INVESTMENT BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D. G.
TELEPHONE NATIONAL 5813

with the Essay Contest which is being
producing states by this Association,
Committee to make the awards of the

Will you serve on that Committee?

Mr. Burdette Blue will be Chairmen, as he is the Chairman
of the Association's Committee on Petroleum Research. Other members
who have accepted are Mrs. Roberta Campbell Lawson, past president
of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, and Mr. E. L. DeGolyer,
Dallas, former president of the American Association of Petroleum

Geologists.

The contest closes June 30 and it is hoped that the Comm-
ittee on Award can meet at a place convenient to all sometime in

July or early August.

All routine work will have been done in this

office prior to the meeting.

I enclose copy of the folder which gives the full information
concerning the contest, This has attracted wide attention and we

expect a large number

of entries.

I hope that you will give us your acceptance within a few
days. We want to make an announcement soon as to the Committee's

Personnel

Very truly yours,

oy Do

Lewrence E, Smith, Director
PETROLEUM RESEARCH BUREAU
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8. L LIGHT
AUBURN G, LIGHT

LAW OFFICES OF
Licur & Licuor
203 LIGHT BUILDING
LIBERAL, KANSAS

March Third,
1
9
3
)

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
C/o El1 Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

Replying to your telegram, I just wired you
as follows:

"Next week end preferable. Letter follows."

This is the second day I have been able to
be in the office for approximately a week, and have
some emergency new matters pressing me, hence have
not had any time to give attention to the newspaper
business in any way. Just talked to our manager and he
advises that the auditor's final report has not reached
him but he expects to receive it this week end. It
would not arrive in sufficient time for me to go over it
before wishing to talk with you. Furthermore, the child-
ren are home, having come for the funeral, and they have
some demands upon my time.

I would like very much, if it would be possible,
for you to arrange to come out Friday, the 10th, going
back Sunday, or if you do not come until Saturday, the 11th,
hope you will not have to return before Monday, as I .want
to have a little time to entertain you as well as to do
the other things that we have in mind.

I hope this will be agreeable.

Yours very truly,

L

of LIGHT &
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€. L. Light, ElDorado,March 3, 1939

Liberal, Kansas

shall I plan trip tomorrow, weather permitting, please

wire answers
R, A, Clymer

prepay and charge The Times
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STATE OF KANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
PAYNE RATNER
GOVERNOR TOPEKA

March 4, 1939

Mr. R. A, Clymer, Publisher
The El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

Ag you know, I have of all things, the mumps!
Naturally, I have not been feeling so well, but your
editorial on Theo Morgan and the oil situation made
me a lot better. I think that is the tonic I needed

to start getting well. I certainly appreciate what
you said end I know it will be of valuable significance
particularly in the oil seections of the state.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

eu.
&/7«_1
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OFFICERS:
H. H, HOUSTON, FRES.

WALLACE R. COOK, VIce. PRES.

EDW. G, GRANNERT. VICE PRES.
A. E. CRAWFORD, TREAS.
R. K. BAKER, EXEC. SEC'Y

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

LLOYD BENEFIEL

LYONS, KANSAS WALLACE R. COOK
A. E. CRAWFORD
EDW. G. GRAMNERT
H. H. HOUSTON

March 4, 1939 E W, VANATTA

Mr. RoldpecCl mer, Editor
Eldorado Time
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Cloimer:

Will you address our organization at a
general meeting on March 14? I have heard much
comment relative to your speaking ability and
believe that a talk such as you would give
would fit perfectly into the picture.

Here is the situation. We have recently
had a very substantial increase in membership
in this organization. This naturally presents
an immediate problem of membership conservation,
and as one means of securing and maintaining the
interest, we are bringing good speakers to ad-
dress regular meetings of the organization at
least once every two months.

Our mutual friend, Paul Jones, has promis-
ed to make your visit here a pleasant one, and
I honestly believe that he is as anxlous to have
you come as I am.

Our budget for this purpose, of course, is
limited as it 1s in any organization of this size.
Putting it bluntly, however, will you come, and
if so at what terms.

I shall look forward to receiving your answer
in the affirmative.

Very truly yours,

R [ Dakee—

R. K. Baker, Sec't
Lyons Chamber of Commerce

RKB/PJR
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