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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Dear Boss:

You may be sure it gives me more pleasure than it does you
that I am able at last to give you half of what I owe your estate.
I hope the remaining half will not be too long in accumulating--
and will you believe me when I say that it has been more than kind
of you not to hurry me about this? But then, you've always been
kind to me--except on one rare occaion occasion when you made me
ery)

2,

lMany are the timesg I think about you and wonder how things
are going, It seems to me your editorials get meatier all the :
time--or maybe I'm just weary of the wishy-washy scribblings of the
metropolitan fence-straddlers. fou've got virility in your writing,
and drive and rhythm., If I haven't told you slready, I should have
long since mentioned that I enjoyed your yarn about ice hockey as
much as anything you've ever done--ezcept the Cassel piece, of course,
which now hapyoily is deathless. I camnot yet read that piece without
clouding up--and tears are the sincerest compliment, you know.

I'm going to see the Blackhawks and the Red Wings play one night

cht go. It's ## such grand fun., I

soon. I so much wish you mi
wisely steer clear of any journalistic expression regarding my puny
thoughts about this lightning-fast sport. You've done so good a job--
what more is there to be said?

I have a feeling Spume is weakening., I am so tired--work like
the devil and love it, of course-—that I think my tiredness somehow

gets between the lines. I want people to like it or I'd rather not

write it--you know, Boss, I love doing that little piece, and if it

falls to pieces, I want it to fall in a heap--not die a lingering and

cancerous death! Let me know if people are kicking, will you please?
all kinds of honorable love,

mace
AAAAL Sl
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Whereas,_ _Jonathan Smith = of _ Smithville , Kans has donated to and paid into
the treasury of The College of Emporia, the sum of TEN THOUSAND AND N0/100"""“'"‘"'""“'DOLLARS,

as a contribution to the__(eneral Fund of said College, NOW THEREFORE, the said College of Emporia in consideration
thereof, hereby agrees to pay interest on said contribution to said_Jonathan Smith

during his natural life, at the rate of. 5 6 per annum, payable semi-annually, the first payment to commence on_Jd80.

,1937 _ and the same sum each six months thereafter during the life of said donor. Said payments to cease on the
f said donor. It is further agreed that said College will re-insure this contract with the Equitable Life Insur-
, and that evidence of this re-insurance contract be attached and made a part of this bond.
ESS WHEREOF the said COLLEGE has caused this INSURED ANNUITY BOND to be signed and executed
f by the President and Secretary of the Board of Trustees of said College and has caused its corporate seal to be here-

‘THE COLLEGE OF EMPORIA

By PRESIDENT, Board of Trustees
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TRUSTEE’S CERTIFICATE

The undersigned Trustee hereby CERTIFIES that there

has been deposited in his care and custody a contract with

Jonathan Smith of Smithville, Kan

And The Equitable Life Insursnce Co

dated __Jan, 1,1937 , No.37485492

properly signed by the officers of said insurance company,

said contract agreeing to pay to said ___Jonathan
Smith ~ $ 250,00 on the first day

of Jepuary and each six months thereafter during

‘hisg natural life dme.

TRUSTEE.
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Sueit el

OSAGE HOTEL
ARKASSAS CITY, KANS,
HOTEL KANSAN
TOPEKA, KANS.
CAPITOL HOTEL
TOPEKA, KANS.
HOTEL BOTHWELL
SEDALIA, MO,

HOTEL TIGER
COLUMBIA, MO,

HOTEL MISSOURI
JEFFERSON CITY, 40,
TIDGA INN
CHANUTE, KANS,
HOTEL MARK TWAIN
ST, LOUIS, MO

JOHN 5. SWEET, reesioint
. W, MCCALL, VicE PaEs.
DAVID FRANK, sEoRetany

(vtellen al’  Topeka, Kansas
January 5, 1937

Mr, Rolla A, Clymer
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rollas

Come on up snd we will take care of you some way. While
it mey not be possible to get you a corner room still we
will do our best and make all efforts to do so, but
owing to the crowded conditions of the legislature and
the Kansas Press Association meeting it has filled our
hotel but we will take care of you in some way,

With kindest regards.

Cordially,

HOTEL KANSAN OPERATING COMPANY

Manager
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THE COLLEGE OF EMPORIA
EMPORIA, KANSAS

January U, 1937, BACHELOR OF ARTS

BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION
BACHELOR OF MUSIC

DEGREES OFFERED

Mr. Rollo Clymer,
Bldorado, Kansas,

Dear lMr, Clymer:

For some time we have been working out a plan that will enable
us to write anmuities without jeopardizing the financial posi-
tion of the College or the annuitant. Cur plain annuities as
vou know have not worked out satisfactory especially during
the depression.

The enclosed bond is a sample of the new plan we have noWw work-
ed out. It protects both the College and the investor as the
responsibility for payment rests entirely on a legal reserve
life insurance company. The individual who purchases the annu-
ity may choose his own company if he has a preference. 1f they
have no preference, I will write them in my own company which
is required to deposit the full smount with the State Department
of Towa. (At the present time there is §{130,000,000.C0 so de-
posited which will pay out dollar for dollar if anything should
happen to the company.) There is no possible wey for any one
to lose unless the entire government structure goes to pieces.

What T need now is prospects, Last year you may recall I wrote
one of these annuities for $13,500.00. 'e know it will work if
we cen fJust find the individuels who are in the right frame of
mind and who went to help further the cause of Christian educa-
tion. We caen give them 4%, 5%, and on up, depending on the age
of the donor. This means they will receive interest on thelr
donation as long as they live. They can, of course, deduct
this donation from their income tax report and will only have
to trest the income thereafter, and a large percent of this
will be exempt. I hope you will be able to think of some
prospects for my files. Your name will not be used in any Way.

Dr. Templeton has just received a contribution of $1500.00 from

a man in Gerden Citv. Ur. Denton has just peid his $1000.00 con-
tribution that he promised me last year. This is a good start
for 1957 and maybe if we . all pull together we can put this
College on the map yebt.

=1
Singe epy yours,

7%’\"/ 4 ’/%W%W/

Treashrer

FLR:VES
Encl.
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ArRKANSAS CiITY TRIBUNE
R. C. HOWARD, Oavner
ARKANSAS CITY, KANSAS

Jan, 6, 1937

¥r, Rolla Clymer
El Do rado Times,
El I’ 6 rado, Kans,

Dear Sir:

I was informed by Mr, Stauffer's
secretary yesterday that he had written you and that you
wanted me to write also, I have had 10—years‘ experience
on the Tribune as a reporter and I am listed in the city
directory as if‘a city editor, ©During the last 10 years

I have written practically all of the news in'the paper=
covering everything from personals to murders,

Mr, Howard says I am the best
reporter he has ever had, You know he a_eata'hliehed t1_1e
Traveler and ran it for nearly 50 years, I like Mr,
Howard and the Tribune, but I am ambitious and want to
get on a paper where there is a chance for advancement,
I am now getting #2565 a week and would like to get more,

I was graduated from high‘school

h ere and attended the junior college one semester, I was

an average student, but outstanding in extra-curricular
activities, I am single, but expect to get married as soon

as I have saved a few hundred dollars, I am a member of the
Bpiscoval church, .the Junior Chamber of Commerce, the
International Delolay Alumni Association s_a.nd the national
intermediate fraternity of Pi Delta Xoppa, I am & member of
the Republican party and the Young Republicans' eclub o fKansas,

Among my best friends are Rep, George Templar and Sen, Kirke W,
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ARKANSAS CiITY TRIBUNE
R. €. HOWARD, Oavner
ARKANSAS CITY, KANSAS

pale, Mr, Stauffer thinks highly of me although I only worked

for him a short time,

I will be glad to hear from you, Please

write me in care of the Tribune,

Yours Truly,

y ; s
11 Ll Ml
A %
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THE SALINA JOURNAL
ROY F. BAILEY. EDITOR AND GENERAL MANAGER SALINA - * - KANSAS

If everything goes well I hope to see you at the press association
meeting in Topekas, Any my hope for thils year is that I see a lot
more of you than I did in '36. May be one of the rewards of the
late lamented election is that there 1s not much left for us re-

publicans to worry about.

My best wishes always.
Si rely

ROY I BAILEXY:F

Largest Circulation of Any Afternoon Daily Newspaper in the World Published in a City of 20,000 or less
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