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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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KANSAS EDITORIAL GOLF ASSOCIATION
OFFICE OF HISTORIAN

Topeka, Kansas,
May 3, 1935.

Mr. Rolla Clymer,

efo EL Dorado Times,
EL Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

At the spring meeting, in 1934, at Topeka, I was
delegated to compile the history of the Kansas Editorial
Golf Association, which began business in 1821. To get
some needed data, I am seeking your help and would like
to inquire if you could send me clippings from your paper
covering the Association's tournament held in your city,
May 23-24, 1930, or, if more convenient, marked copies
of the issues containing the reports. If neither clip-
pings nor papers should be available, would you be so
kind as to cull from the write-ups the highlights of the
meet, including a list of the names of those participating,

and send to me.

Any assistant you may give will be much appreciated.

Sincerely,
: G
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¥r. R. A. Clymer,
E1l Dorado Times,
®l Dorado, Kansas

Due to your efforts in my behalf, I have been given a position
the Department of Tnspections and Registrations, and I wish

to thank vou sincerely for your help-

Mr. Mayberry told me that the job migh agt only a month, but

i

I am hoping to be able to hold it unt] m through the Law School
or at 1 t for another yé¢

pad will tell you more of ti ind of work I am doing if you
are interested.

Thanking you again, T am

Very sincerely yours
Ny HM\N

J. C. Hubbard, Jr-
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KANSAS STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

dJ. C. MOHLER . SECRETARY
STATE HOUSE - TOPEKA

May 7, 1935

Mr. Rolla Clymer, Editor,
THE TIMES,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

As historian of the Kansas Editorial Golf Association, I am trying to
get & report on any incidents that may be recelled in comnection with the
inception and orgenization of the association.

It seems that on one winter day in January, 1921, you and seven other
kindred spirits snesked away from & press association meeting, at Topeka, and
played golf, as indicated by the following data which I have dug up:

Charles F. Scott, with a 60 for 9 holes,
Herb Caveness, with a 63 for 9 holes,
W. R. Kercher, with a 68 for 9 holes,
Will Towmsley, with a 72 for 9 holes,
Jess Napier, with a 47 for 7 holes,
Rolla Clymer, with a 51 for 7 holes,
Chas. L. Mitchell with a §5 for 7 holes,

C. B. Travis, with a 56 for 7 holes.

Mr. MacLennan entertained this group at luncheon or dinner, that day,
and at this event Mr. Charles F. Scott was awarded the tin loving cup in
honor of winning the "premature championship". This gathering at this time
formed the Kansas Editorial Golf Association.

The reason for meking this recitation is that I hope it may refresh your
menory and that you will write me any recollections you have whatsoever con-
cerning any incidents of that day, as I believe these would be interesting
to note in the contemplated history.

By the way, the scores indicated suggest that the intermittent count was
not in vogue in that early day. Also, who is or was "C. B. Travis"?

Sinc
CTe
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The Gollege of Emporia

EMPORIA, KANSAS

The Fresident's Office
May 7, 1935

Mr. Rolla Clymer
E1l Dorado, Kansas

Iy dear Mr. Clymer:

I turned over your check to the Treasurer with
instructions to see that 1t was credited to the church
as well as to you individually and he has promised
to do so. The formal receipt of the Treasurer 1is

attached hereto.

I was glad to see you and Mrs. Clymer last Sunday

and T appreciate your deep interest and loyal support
of the College. I was in Newton, Sunday night and had
a delicious plece of shortcake with Mrs. Holsington
before the evening servicees

Sincerely yours,

S

John Bailey Kelly
President.
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THE ALBURN BUREAU

EDITORIAL Telepho:
ROCKY RIVER BRANCH
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Mr. R. A. Clyrer, May 85 1935
The Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Clymers=-

Your card received this morning. Your free trial service
begins with our issue of Thursday, May 9 and ends with that of May 14.

You are free to print any of this if you like. No samples will go
to any other paper in your neighborhood while you are receiving our services

e thank you for the opportunity to show you our stuff. We hope
you rlll. ﬁ.nd it usable and interesting.

Information sheet, "About the Alburn Bureau" is enclosed herewith.
If you have any further questions we shall be glad to answer them.

Your special summer rate is tan weeks for $18.00. The bill is payable
at your convenience any time within the period or ten days after it.

Yours sincerelys

wh. R, Ol

THE ALBURN BUREAU
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E. J. BOLAND

FORD AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE
-GOODYEAR TIRES & TUBES -AUTO ACCESSORIES

Qi Netba &€ LEON, KANSAS <45 '@ — 4"
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1145 Louisiana
Lawrence, Kans,
May 9, 19356

Mr, R. A. Clymer
Editor, The Eldorado Times
Eldorado, Kans.

Dear Lr, Clymer:

It's the smell of ink I guess! It’'s not a woman's game they
tell me---maybe one is successful now and then, but she has to be
hard snd get the breaks.

I am not herd eand I am not walting for bresks, but I am de-
termined to do something worthwhile in the newspsaper field, and
heve confidence that I can do it as soon as I am given an oppor=-
tunity to learn more sbout the business,

liny I present my qualifications even if there is no immedisate
opening on your paper? During the first term of this year 1 was
menaging editor of the University Daily Kansan, and previous to
that, worked in the composing room as make-up editor on the staff,
My training has included reporting; much hard work in editing;
editoriel courses; advertising, for which I believe I am particu-
larly suited, having had art training in the Kansas @ity and Chicago
art institutes; feature writing; short story, ete.

I was editor of the 1935 University handbook, have writtem for
the yesrbook, and have done speciel critical writing for the Kan-
san. I am now cheirman of the Kansan Board, governing body of the
paper, and & member of Theta Sigma Phi, national honorary journ-

alism sorority.

My health is excellent. I have teken extemsive part in act-
ivities on the cempus and have maintained & good scholastic record.

I would prefer reporting or advertising, or even & combination
of the two., 1 would rether not write society, but if there would
be opportunity to learn other sides of the business and to advance,
I believe I could work at it wholeheartedly.

1f you are interested, you mey refer to the followlng persons
for recommendations:

Prof. L. N. Flint, The University of Kansas,
Prof., W.A, Dill, The University of Kansas,
Mr. Pred Keevil, 5700 Osk St., Xansas City, llo.
Thank you for your consideration.

Yours,very truly,

Lt ﬂfﬂ"

Lena K. Wyatt
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT of MILITARY SCIENCE & TACTICS
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

14 ilay 1935

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
1015 South Denver,
E1l Dorado, Kansas.

Dear ﬁo'l Tas

ie lesrned a few days ago that Perry déid not qualify for en-
trance to llest Point. was teking the Netional Guard compe Vo ox-
eminetion es a repres b Meryland as you will remember. Accord-
ingly I went to Washingt s ago to talk to Kensas representa-
tives in an effort to secure a regular appointment for him. I found that
Mr. Houston had just appointed e boy nemed Claassen, son of e prominent
Ménnonite of lNewbon. He was very pleasant and spreeabls and inbimated
that he would be willing to appoint Perry if he had a vacancy. Legisla=-
tion is pending in Congress to increase the size of iWest Point. The bill
gomes before the committee today snd I believe there is a strong proba-
bility of favorable setion. In that event lr. Houston will have another
appointment to be made at once. A cendidate eppointed for this vacancy
would qualify by certificate, as Perry will presently be able to do upon
completion of his Tirst year at Hopkins, or by presenting high school
certificate and taling a validebing exemination at West Point on June 21.
I believe from what lir, Houston said that you cen help us to lend this
appointment if your politicael persuasion will permit you to do so con-
scientiously. I zathered from what . Houston said that he has some mis-
givings sbout being returned to the important office he now holds.

I also called on vour estimeble friend, Senator Capper. He
wes very nice to mo and said thet he would admit Perry to eny compstitive
examination he might hold for a West Point vacancy. I intimated to him
thet it seemed to me thet an emergency appointment which came into his
possession like the one in prospect eould be app ad without a competi-
tive examination, especially as the time for holding o competitive ex-
amination end greding the pepers would be so short. He did not seem to
like this idsa or take to this suggestion kindly. FHis secrstary was also
of the opinion Mr. Capper would be in honor bound to hold a competitive
exemination for all of the boys who had asked him for the appointment.

It would appear that I never write to you unless I went some-
thing. However, we all think of you often emd have word of the family
from grendmother from time to time. We are all well. I enjoy my worlk
end the children are all meking good records in school.
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Josephine and the little ones join in love to the whole

G. Hoisingtop

fajor, Infar

s, If wou will help me with lir, Houston, it is necessary to act very
> made the arrengements for this last eppointment by tele-

gquickly as he &p] g
y e day or so of receipl of notice that the vacancy was %o be

graph within

filled. é ,‘
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500 Sunset
lanhattan, Kansas
Mey 15, 1925

r., figlla “lymer
The &1 Uorzde limes
al vorado, Kansas

Please consider this letter 2s an gpplication for 2 job during
the summer in any depsftment of the circulation or news staffs Of the
&] Vorado “imes.

With the ending of this school yeer I will have completed the
required curriculum for graduation in regard to Journzlism subjects. But,
beczuse of one more year of varsity competition in football, [ will not
gradup_te.

I graduzted from &l Yorado high scheel in 1921, had cne year 2t

&1 Uorado Junior college, and have heen attendirg Kansas State college
for the past three years. At the latter institution I have been sports
editor of the Hansas State “ollegian, newspaper publication, and the
Hoyal Zurple, the college yearbook. I have 2lso earmed two varsity footba

letters.

11

I lived in &1 Uorado until my parents moved tc Kearney, Tebraska,
father is connedted with the Stanolind Pipe Llnme Com-
years [ have worked in the oil fields

in quest Of z2ctual newspaper experience.

sbout two years z2go. Ly
pany. for the past seven or eight
during the swmmer months. Now [ am

I ant to Victor

Is it possible that I might serve as an assistan 3 3

Boellner in the circulation department? 1 will be glad to tazke any position
that might be open in order toO leern the workings of a2 newspapers

Hoping to hear frcm you 2t your earllst convenience, I am

3incerely,

D e

Dan Partner
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830 Oakwood Blvd.,
Chicago, Ill.
May 15, 1935

Dear MNr. Clymer:

At last I received a chain letter with the name of some
one I know on the top line, and so here is your nice thin dime. I didn't
¥now that anybody really did progress to the top line, just thought it
was one of those theories that can be nroved by figuring but only
"heard tells) prove the actual existance of its working out. But I guess
this is the year of surprise progressions, anyway. Even the White Sox
have climbed sut of the cellar.

I have gotten so many chain letters that I thought that
when I got an =ven hundred I would tie them neatly with blue ribbon and
put a sticker on the bundle stating, "In proof of the fact that 1935 was
the year of great Faith, Hone and Charity," leaving same as a valuable
heirloom. I couldn't possibly have kept the chair unbroken. I haven't
enough friends. And besides 1 have scruples. I do not wish to send dimes
promigcuously over the country to total strangers. How Y I knotv that
the dimes might be the cause of great tribulation. Suppose the man to
whom I sent the dime should get drunk on it and go home and beat his wife?
or give the Aime to Junior to go to the show on and tne cnild should see
an underworld picture and decide to be a gangster! You see really it
has rather dire prosnects, when one thinks ef it. .

I hope you have received your flull’ yuota of aimes,
making in all upwaras of $1500. But if you haven't and the dimes have
strolled in so far apart that there was no hopeg of their being useful
en magse, may I mazke = suggestioch that you buy a nice tall coke (or a
beer if permissidle in Eidorado) and drink to chain letters, the great
finder of lost relatives; the pnrvegorof news of births, graduations,
marrizges and deaths @n families of friends and kinfolks; the means to
Wehain" with friends when one cannot wohin"with them; and best of all
a great decreaser of the national postal deficit so that worried pub=
l1ishers will not have to sit up nights worrying about an increase in
second class postage rates to make up some of the deficit. By that time
the cokeg or the beer, should be gone. A

fnyhow I have to get ready o 2o down town and earn
an®ther dime to replace this one- I have my linotype in a typesetting
plant here and am an alleged linotype operator. I just got through setting
a book called "The Nude Deal," a very clever and funny book. If you should
read it I hope you won't find any typographical errors. The firm I work
for specinlizes in setting books and I have set a lot of them including
a prize children's book, WPgter and Gretchen of 0ld Nuremburg." I have
had qu‘te a time with my machine which I saved from the wreck of the An-
thony Times. Averyplace I went the wolf was crouching at the door with
ink in his eye and I got so I called the machine Bowzer and was seriously
thinking of buying a leash and leading it around -- it had so many moves.
T have been at my present place since the firgt of the year and the wolf
dnesn't seem to have found it yet.

If you see any of my old friends give them my res
gards. I would like to he Pack in the newspaper business again but am too
Yroke. But if I should get upwards of $1500 ----.

Fraternally Yo

Ko f{ 2
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HAROLD HALSELL COMPANY

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
32nd Floor First National Building

Ney 15, 1935

Times
El Dorado, Ken.

Gentlemen:

summer schedules are in the msking, and undoubtedly
you will heve advertising representatives or editorial
men cut maeking contacts.

Many publications have found it profitable to have
duebills on various hotels in cities they frequently
visit, and we wish to sdvise you of the hotel clients
we are now Serving in case you are in need of a due-
bill.

Hotel oavoy, Kansas City, Mo.

hark Twain Hotel, St, Louis, bio.

Alvin Hotel, Tulse, Okla.

Oklahoma biltmore, Oklahomae City, Okla.
Hotel Lassen, Wichita, Kan.

hotel Aldridge, shawnee, Okla.

hotel bcCartney, Texarkansa, Ark.

If you are interested in & duebill on any of these
hotels we will be pleased to hear from you stating
the approximste amount you need. Of course, the
customary agency commission of 15% is payable to us
upon our completing & duebill for you.

Very truly yours,
HAROLD BALSEIL COLPANY

4 o il
]{/a,uf { Takeet?

HH.cwe

HMerchandising Plans Advertising Service
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JOURNALISH CLASS COF 1935
University of Kansas
Lawrence.

May 17, 1935.

Mr, Rolla Clymer,
The ElDorado Times,
ElDorado, Kansas,

Dear Mr, Clymer:

Perhaps you recall your experiences finding a job whenm
you went out from K. U. Maybe vou can appreciate the dif-
ficulties confronting us of this year's class in journalism.

It has been very hard for the colleze student to stay in
school during these devoression years. Many have been able
to do so only by relying on the chance of getting employment
immediately after graduation. That same devression has mede
jobs scarce., PBut we are encouraged by the hope you will
assist in nlacing one of our 40 or 50 craduates of this year's
class.

So, if you have any knowledge of a possible opening for

e young men or woman from the University this soring or surmer,
won't you please tip us off and do whatever you can to help?
If you know of no jobs, write anyhow and tell us how you went
ebout petting your vosition when you gradusted, if you care to,
or give us your ideas on how & college graduate should try to
secure a job now. Anything you can contribute to the solution
of this problem of ours will be deerly anpreciated.

Sinecerely yours,

2Ly S e
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Senior Committee.

?. S.-- The Journalism faculty add their voice to the above nlea.
Let's all help?
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Mey 17, 1935

Mr. Rolle A, Clymer
% ElDorado Times
Eldorado, Kensas

My dear "Ham":

I thought I would let you know of the
progress in connection with our being in a position to
give the Thompson Printing Company some business.

We recemtly sent the Thompson Printing
Compeny an inquiry for a few printed jobs snd their total
estimate for them smounted to £183.10. This amount was
considerably higher then eny other bid which we received
and the items on which they bid this figure were ultimately
purchased for a total of §116.00. I would certainly like
very much to be able to give the Thompson Printing Co.
of our business but ! think they should find some means
of bringing their cost into line with other prices at which
we are doing business.

Incidentally, I wish to extend my very
kindest greetings and regerds to you and to say that I hope
you will be up this wey some time in the near future so that
we cen have & little visit together. I am mow recuperating
from a three weeks stay in the hospitel following an opera-
tion for hernie but within another ten days I will be entirely
myself =gein.

Cordielly yours

P.3.- Will you please &sk Mir. Thompson if he will return
to us, the sample books which we sent him with our inquiry

of May 10th.? M
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