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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Dear Rolla:
')- If you got as nearty & belly laugh out of my begging tne perden
}._. of = yellow dog as I did out of your comment we both have been nelped

P

~along life's rocky road,

If you snould be so reckless as to be in Topeke on the 22nd

§ look me up and see how Democrets antﬂ'hiﬂ,ﬁ
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NEW YORK
CHICAGO . .
DETROIT . .
ATLANTA. . .
PHILADELPHIA
KANSAS CITY
SAN FRANCISCO

Established 1888 parias. .
E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY

NEW YORK
500 Fifth Avenue

Janusry 2, 1935.

lir. K. A. Clymer,
EL DORADO TIMES,
El Dormdo, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

I em going to meet the Kansas publishers at & date of which you will
be advised by Jack Harris.

I er very anxious indeed to have you present.

Will you please try to be with your associated Kansas publishers when
we have our meeting some time within the next two weeks? You will
ghortly be informed of the time and the place, end I am most enxious
to have you there.

Regerds,

Sincerely,
grk;lg
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EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 2nd, 1935

Mr. R. A. Clymer, Editor end Manager
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

I have your letter of December 27th,
1934, in which you inform me of the good work that hes
been carried on in Kanses by our Civilian Conservation
Cemps. I naturally eppreciate the good opinion that
you have formed of this work and its results. Your
views sre especially interesting snd valuable, coming
as they do from the Editor and Menager of a deily news-
paper.

I note the interest that you express
in having soil ercsion work as cerried on by our Civil-
ian Conservetion Corps camps, retained under the super-
vision of the Forest Service in the Department of Agri-
culture. I have heard from time to time during the past
year rumors to the effect that soil erosion work might
be concentrated in a bureau in the Department of the In-
terior., I do not know what basis, if any, there may be
for these rumors.

I am gled to have your views, but I
went to suggest that in my opinion the most effective
thing that you could do would be to write direct to the
Secretary of Agriculture and to The President, informing
them of the reasons why you feel this important work
should be supervised by the Forest Service under the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Sincerely yours,

Director
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STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF TREASURER
TOPEKA

Januery 3, 19%5

Mr. R, A. Clymer, Editor
“The El1 Dorado Times"
Bl Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

I am in receipt of your letter of January 2,
1935, with reference to the application of Mrs,
Lavera Burnham of Leavenworth.

It will be impossible for us to meke any
changes in this office as we have all the help
we can use, and while we would like to give such
people as the party to whom you refer a position,
it is impossible for us to do so as we have a
limited number of jobs.

Wishing you and yours a Happy and Prosperous

1935, I am

Your friend,

.(#. Rilodes
State Treaswrer
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LOANS - INVESTMENTS —

MORRIS P

114 SOUTH BROADWAY WICHITA, KANSAS
’

January 3, 1935

Mr, R. A. Clymer,
The ElDorado Times,
ElDorado, Kansas,

Desr Mr,Clymer:

You will find enclosed our Full Paid
Investment Certificate No. 148 in the amount of $500, representing
the purchase by your check received this morning. This certificete
pays 5% interest payable June 30 and December 31. In event you do
not claim your interest it will be added to your certificate and
compounded. 4
While The Morris ‘Plan Company reserves
the right to demend thirty days notice prior to withdrawal just as any
commercial bank mskes a similar requirement, in practice Morris Plan
certificates of $5,000 or less are paid on demsnd. We hope to maintain
this record which we have maintained uninterrupted since organization.

The Morris Plan Company appreciates this
expression of confidence and hopes to handle this account so that you
will want to inerease it. Five per cent interest with safety form a
combination unususl in these days of low yield investments.

Please use the gummed slip for your
signature which will be affixed to your ledger card on which your
certificate is registered. A stamped envelope enclosed for your
convenience.

e F. Edmonds,
President.
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ALF M.LANDCN
GOVERNOR

STATE OF KANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

WILLARD MAYEERRY

SECRETARY

January 3, 1935

Mr. R. A. Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Thanks for your letter in regard
to J. C. Hubbard.

I naturally am keepling this boy in
mind and your endorsement will mean a lot.
This patronage proposition is becoming an
insurmountable tangle for we have no
vacancies to offer and hundreds of deserv-

ing friends throughout the state are
insisting on something. We haven't even
found anything for Bert Harrlis yet; he
has nothing to do in Herington and is
getting restless altho he has been might
decent abount it as yet.

I trust that you and the Clymers
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D.E.ACKERS, Cralmman
WALTER P. INMES, Vice Crnimaan

Tk Kansas EMERGENCY RELIEF COMMITTEE

HON. ALF M.LANDON, GoveErNokr

— i STWIE OF KANSAS -

TELEPHONE 32382
501 NATIONAL RESERVE BUILDING

Torera, KaNsas

January 4, 1935

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

My dear lr. Clymer:;

I appreciate the good statements
you have made editorially in your December 31
issue of the ElDorade Times concerning the
administration of relief in Kansas.

With the season's greetings, I am

—

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ==s=—t=

JONN G STUTZ

EXECUTIVE DirecToR

F.H. MARVIN

SUPERINTENDENT oF

RELIEF

V. L.MORRISON

AuoiTe
G.M.m

ALB, MARTI N
COUNS EL

©. E. AGKERS H. C. BASTIAM HARRY DARBY, Jr. LEE E. GOODRICH C. H. HUMPHREYS  WALTER P. INNES
THE KANSAB FOWER AND LIGHT CO, MEREHANT ot
™

pe ™
SIERA, KAMBAS ATWOOD. KANBAR FANBAB CITY. KANSAS PARBOMS, KANGAS  HUTCHINBON, KANSAS WISHITA. KANSAS

e = A CLARENCE NEVINS H. 8. MIZE R J. LAUBENGAYER JOHN G, STUT:
—

=
e BLISH. MIZE & BILLIMAN MEW. CO. FUBLIBHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS MUNICIFALITIES
BODGE CITY. KANSAS ATCHIBON, KANBAR BALINA, KAHSAS LAWRENCE. KANSAS

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 13616/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

E. L. JENKINS

PEKA, KANBAS

TEnDE
ENGIHECRIN

NT OF
©

THE DARBY CORPORATION TTORNEY THE BARTGN BALT Co. MERCHANT TOPERA FEQERATION GF LABGR
P

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Rolla Clymer correspondence

WIRT FRANKLIN

T. J. STEUART
ASS'T TO THE PRES.

INDEPENDENT PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA

942 INVESTMENT BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.
REPORT NO. 56

January 4, 1935.

To Wirt Franklin, President,
Independent Petroleum Assceintion of America,

In the organization of the 74th Congress, no one was selected to any
position of leadership who in the previous session opposed those measures which
hed been advocated by the independent petroleun interests of the country. On
the contrary, the new speaker of the House Joseph W. Byrns, as flnor leader
in the previous Congress, and the new floor leader, William B, Bankhead, were
both actively favorable to the Thomas-Disney bill and to other measures which
were urged by the independents.

The new additions +to the House Ways and lMeans Committee, which will
probably be called upon to consider various measures of great importance to the
industry, include men who have consistently supported bills whiech were intended
to relieve the domestic petroleum industry.

The new members of the House Ways and lleans Committee are Congressmen
J. Twing Brooks of Pennsylvania; Arthur P. Lamneck of Ohio; Frank H. Buck of
Californiaj Wesley E. Disney of Oklahoma; Chester Thompson of Illinois; Richard M.

Duncan of Missouri; and John D. Dingell of Miochigan. MMr. Disney of Oklahoma,
cne of the new members of the Committee, was one of the co-authors of the
Thomas-Disney oil bill in the previous Congress. Ir. Disney's outstanding
atility as a lawyer as well as his welllmown interest in the welfare of the
petroleum industry gives to this appointment unusual significonce.

Resolutions asking for a Congressional investigation of the Bureau
of Public Roads in its action diseriminating against domestic asphalt and in
favor of foreign asphalt have been preparcd tc be presented to Congress.

The publication in Collicr's magazine for January 12, 1935, of an
article by Owen F. Thite, entitled "Piping Hot," pointing out the official
graft, bribery, violence, and other corrupt practices in the Dast Texas cil
field and referring to East Texas influence on legislation at Washington,
has aroused widespread comment in both branches of the new Congresse

A digest of the Cole Investigating Committee report accompanies this
letter, We have aslked Congressman Vesley E. Disney of Oklahoma to mail an
official copy of the rocport to all those usually receiving this letter,

The report recognizes that Congress will pass legislation for relief
of the oil industry. The report expects that "some of the pending temporary
legislation" will become permenent. It does not commit itself regarding the
detail of such legisletion. The decision by the Supreme Court in the Amazon
and Panama cases, the oubcome of the Governors' conference on an interstate
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compact, and the findings of the National Resources Board will affect such legise
lation it is admitted in the report. The language of the report assumes that
there will be legislation permanently establishing the govermnment's interest

in the oil industry and recommends that in such legislation all the scattered
activities of the various povernmental departments affecting oil should be
centralized under a single agency, commission, or board, proposing the Bureau
of liines for that position. While it suggests that this ageney should, among
other things, systematically determine the total demand for petroleum and its
products, both domestic and foreign, nowhere is it proposed that the federal
government should have any authority to male allocations to the states based
upon such determination of the national demand. It is probable that this omise
sion may be due to the fact that the Supreme Court has not yet determined the
extent of Congressional authority in such a matter and that, also, the result
of the Governors' conference on an interstate oil compact is awaited by the
Committes before a definite proposal is mades

This agency suggested by the Committee is also to recommend to the
President limitations on the importations of petroleum and its products, "the
President being pgiven authority by Congress to approve”’ such limitations. Pre-
sumably this aepproval is intended to carry the idea of enforocment. Otherwise
it would be difficult to see the purpose of such legislaticn.

The proposal that coal, timber and other natural resources be also
included under the jurisdiction of this propesed agency appears to be in harmony
with a trend which has been frequently remarked, W#Whether this be the next step
toward naticnalization of the more important of these natural resources is not
clear. Some offieciml utterances might suggest that if other methods of pre-
vention of waste should fail, nationalization may be invoked. OCne of the prin-
cipal arguments being offered for the limitcd supervision of the fedcral govern-
ment over the petrolewn industry, with authority given to the foderal govern-
ment to determine total consumptive demand and to make equitable alloecations
of that demand to the wvarious states, is that by this method neticnalization
might be deferred, if not prevented.

The report seems as remarkable for what it omits as for what it con-
tains. While taking for granted the necessity for federal legislation to meet
the more pressing evils of the industry, it does not offer any detailed program
nor commit itself to any specific type of measure,

This report leaves open to the cil producing statcs the way to obtain
the type of federal legislation most desired rather than submit to a kind of
control no one really wants. If the industry will get teogether and unite on.

o definite, practical program, it may obtain its adoption. If nob———————oI]

There are those who believe that behind the measurcd words of this
repert they can feel the same influence whieh gave the industry this investiga-
tion instead of the relief it asked from the last Congress and which after many
months rccormends no practical measure for Congressional action.

Very~truly, yours,
/Z/ %ﬁw

RBB:AG Russell B, Brown, rel Counsel.
Enclosure,.
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SULMARY CF COLE COLETTTEE REPORT

(Abridged, using exact 1anpus."e of
report vhere possible)

The report on the Petroleum Investigation by the Subcommitbtee of the House
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce proposes no legislation and assigns
the following reasons: That the National Industrial Recovery Act has helped the
petroleum industry to some extent, that some of the pending temporary legisla-
tion will become permanent, that the decision by the Supreme Cowrt in the Amazon
and Panems cases should be helpful to Congress in drafting legislation, that
Volune V of the report of the National Resources Board, not yet issued, should
be known to Congress before definite legislation is considered, that Governors
of the oil producing states should be given the opportunity to take the initia-
tive in drafting definite proposals for an interstate compact without Congress
setting forth in a permissive way something for these states to adopt, that the
determination of the necessity, extent and character of possible legislation
deﬁends, in part, upen whether an excessive supply of petroleum exists, con-
cerning which, "There may be a difference of opinion."

The Committee finds that there is an excessive supply of petroleum and its
products to meet current demand but that an excessive supply to meet future de-
mand does not exist although the Committce feels that new pools will undoubtedly
be found in many parts of the country and improved methods will result in a
greater ultimate recovery. The Committee, however, daes not feel justified in
arriving at the conclusion that the petroleum reserves available in the country
today to meet future demand are excessive but, on the contrary, cf a very limited
nature, The Committee recommends, not only to Congress, but to the state legis-
latures of the oil produeing states and to public Oﬂlnlon, strengthening of
oxisting legislation to prewent wastes

The Committee does not believe that such an arendy as the Petrolewm Adminis-
trative Board as now constituted should be continued as a permenent agency.

The Committee recommends that any legislation establishing permanently the
interest of the Federal Government in the petroleum industry should provide for
an agency, comnission, or board, as it might be desipgnated, to absorb some of
the activities in various denartmeptu of the Federal Government as now consti-
tuted. It suggests that the Bureau of Mines might very easily be revamped for
the purpose., This egency, it is suggested, should study continuocusly the status
of the petroleum reserves; encourage discoveries of new pools, assist in
improving present day methods of production; study the possibility and expense
of repressuring in various existing fields; systemmatically determine the total
demand for petroleum and its products, both domestic and foreign; have juris-
diction over the management of oil-producing public and Indian lands; be given
jurisdietion to establish pipeline rates, unless the Interstate Commerce Com—
mission is given greater appropriation ‘to handle more expeditiously this subject
now before it; and to study end make report as to the advisability of divoreing
pipe lines; recommend at regular intervals to the President of the United States-
the President being given authority by Congress to approve - limitations upon
the importation of petroleuwm and its products, ineluding natural asphalt, so
as to prevent importation thereof from interfering with current domestic pro-
duction by supplying an undue proportion of the domestic consumption and export
demand therefor; to represent the Federal Government, if need be, in any
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cooperative interstate compack, apreed upon and apbroved by the Conpgress, and in
ceneral, to posscss all other recessary authority so as to present that dignity,
from a national standpoint, to which the subcommittee believe the petroleum in-
dustry is entitled.

The report proposes that coal, timber end other natural rescurces mlght also
be included under jurisdiection of this apency.

The report declares that the Committee thinlt thot the fixing of gasoline
prices is a matter worthy of close and constant scrutiny by the Department of
Justices

Pem‘issj_on is requested to file a supplementel report when the decision of
the Supreme Court in the fAwnazon and Panama cases hec been rendered, the results
of the Governors! ccnfercnoe on an interstate compact Jmown, and a full report
of the National Resowrces Board published.

- -

FREPARED BY:

Independent Petroleum fssociation of America, -
942 Investment Building,
Washington, D. C.
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