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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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HAROLD McGUGIN COMMITTEES:
30 DISTRICT KANSAS MINES AND MINING
U CoINAGE, WEIGHTS, AND

s oo Congress of the United States
Ihouse of Representatibves
Washington, B. €.

Coffeyville, Kansas,
Yovember 9, 1934,

Subject: Election Post Mortem

In the first place, I want to express my deep apprecia-
tion to you, in common with the rest of the editors of the
district, for the most exceptional help and assistance which
you extended to me and to the principles which I advocated
in this last campaign. We simply could not win our case be-
cause a goodly part of the jury had been packed against us.
There simply is not a question but that relief funds have been
uced for dual purposes; first, to extend relief; and second, to
use these funds as practical political funds. All over the
United States, relief workers were thrown into this election
in mass first against Republican candidates for Congress and
the Senate and then against the Republican ticket as a whole,
This is a fact Which can easily be ascertained upon the examina-
tion of the election returns. Whenever we reached precincts
or cities in which there was a heavy relief vote, the vote was
particularly against me and then against many Republicans.

Whenever we could get away from relief sectlons, I had no
trouble in rolling up a good vote. This statement is illus-~
trated by the fact that while I lost the district as a whole
by 2,200, I lost the five large industrial cities of Pittsburg,
Coffeyville, Arkansas City, Galena and Parsons by 3,268 votes.
Put it another way, I lost the east eight or nine miles of the
district by more votes than I lost the district as a whole. 1
lost Pittsburg, Mulberry, Galena, Frontenac, Arma and Arcadia
by 2,243 votes which is as much as I lost the district by.

The Pittsburg vote does not represent a home town majority
for Patterson, It represents a majority made possible by the
mixing of politics with relief. This is proved by the fact
that I carried two precincts in Pittsburg and came within
three votes of carrying another precinct. It is also proved
by the fact that I lost the first three wards of Pittsburg
by only 258 votes and lost the fourth ward by 980 votes. By
comparison between the Coffeyville vote and the Pittsburg
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vote, you could not tell which town I lived in and which one
Patterson lived in, The principal difference is, that there

has been a greater demasnd for relief in Pittsburg than in
Coffeyville. Of course, both Patterson snd I got some votes

in our respective towns on the basis of a home town vote., I
lost Coffeyville, a normally Republican town, by 350 votes while
Governor Landon lost it by 850 votes and the Republican ticket
on the average lost it by 1,000 votes.

Under the circumstances, we were politicelly fortunate to
do as well as we did in gathering 49% of the votes of the dis-
trict, The vote in Kansas demonstrates that the farmer, as he
has been throughout the centuries, is society's most dependable
citizen,

This election demonstrates that the Republican party is
sunk so long as the Democratic party from a voting standpoint
is composed of partisan-voting Democrats and a great bloc of
voters, who have no partisan affiliation, and are only interested
in what they think that the government is going to pay them. If
this government is going to survive, we are going to have to have
some kind of a politicsl re-slignment. No government can long
endure with a political party buying elections with public money
and with a bloc of voters controlling elections which bloc of
voters are primarily interested in the amount of public money
which will be paid over to them, We are not going to do away with
relief and no one wants to do away with needed relief but someway
and somehow, relief must be divorced from politics if we are going
to retain representative government,

This letter is purely confidential and is not for publica-
tion. I know that you will understand the spirit in which it
is written. I alsoc know that any of it in print would be in-
terpreted entirely different from the spirit in which 1t is
written,

With best wishes, I am

Very truly yours,
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, ALF M. LANDON,

BUBINESS MANAGER STATE OF KANSAS GOVERNOR

CuRTIS W. MYERS,

ASST. BUSINESS MANACER
OFFICE OF

STATE BUSINESS MANAGER
STATE HOUSE
TOPEKA

November 9, 1934.

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
State Republican Headquarters,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Rolla:

I want to express my own personal
appreclation of the splendid publiclty you
put dut during the campalgn recently closed.
I think you did an elegant job of it and feel

that the party owes you a vote of thenks,
which you may not get, but on which I can
express my feelings.

Sincerely yours,

Benj. Frgnklin
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HAROLD MCGUGIN COMMITTEES:
S e MINES AND MininG
COINAGE, WEIGHT S, AND
MEASURES.

e e Congress of the United States
Fbouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

Coffeyville, Kansas,
November 14, 1934.
Mr. R. A, Clymer,
El Dorado, Kan.

Dear Rolla:

In the light of events, there was s more determined ef-
fort on the part of the administration to single out specific
Congressional districts, including this one, than I had sus-
pected during the campaign. This morning I received a let-
ter from Chester Bolton, Chairman of the Republican Con-
gressional Committee. Two paragraphs of his letter are
as follows:

"The result of the election, particularly
in your district, is most discouraging, and I
cannot begin to tell you how much we are going
to miss your services during the next session
of Congress.

"As a matter of fact, you were one of the
few that the President and his satellites were
most anxious to upset and on whom they centered
their fire. I learned rather confidentially
that you, Bob Iuce, Fred Britten and even my-
self were targets for the administrative ac-
tivities in various ways, and they came mighty
near accomplishing their desires, en toto. My
majority was terrifically cut and for a while
it looked as if I was one of the many who were
unsuccessful. However, I was fortunate enough
to squeeze through.”

The contents of this letter are confidential and are
not for publication. I want you and your close, intimate
friends to have the truth. If this statement of Bolton
were to be published as a part of a letter to me, it
would be misunderstood by the public and accepted as the
showing of a sore thumb.

The facts involved in this matter constitute some-
thing which the public in the fullness od- time must- under-
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stand if we are zoing to preserve free government. If an
adninistration is to use public relief funds by sctting
out to dcfeat and destroy every member of Congress who
might offer any criticism, then it is a deadly blow to
freedom of speech and to the criticism from a minority
party which is so necessary to preserve free govermment.
This thing has developed into a form of cruel censorship
practiced upon all opposition. About 2ll that is left

is freedom of the press, and if this thing can g0 on, in
the fullness of time, a way will be found to silence the
press, just as criticism on the floor of Congress and over
the radio has been very largely silenced.

Senator Borah is about the only person left in Con-
gress who will be able to say a word against anything
that is being done. Hc would probably have been dcfeated
if he had been a candidate for reclection this year. Re-
ports arc that hc supported the Rcpublican candidate for
Governor and the two Republican candidates for Congress
in Jdaho, and in spite of his support, they were all three
Gefeated.

With sincere best wishes, I am

Very truly yours,

QJ&W ‘ i«/»}/ﬁw
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HAROLD McGUGIN COMMITTEES:
30 DISTRICT KANSAS MINES AND MiNING

e s Congress of the United States
FBouse of Representatives
Wlashington, 8. €.

Coffeyville, Kansas,
November 14, 1934.

In the light of events, there was a more determined ef-
fort on the part of the administration to single out specific
Congressional districts, including this one, than I had sus-
pected during the campaign. This morning I received a let-
ter from Chester Bolton, Chairman of the Republican Con-
gressional Committee. Two paragraphs of his letter are
as follows:

"The result of the eleotion, particularly
in your district, is most discouraging, and I
cannot begin to tell you how much we are going
to miss your services during the next session
of Congress.

"As a matter of fact, you were one of the
few that the President and his satellites were
most anxious to upset and on whom they centered
their fire. I learned rather confidentially
that you, Bob Iumce, Fred Britten and even my-
self were targets for the administrative ac-
tivities in various ways, and they came mighty
near accomplishing their desires, em toto. My
majority was terrifically cut and for a while
it looked as if I was one of the many who were
unsuccessful. However, 1 was fortunate enough
to squeeze through." i

The contents of this letter are confidential and are
not for publication. I want you and your close, intimate
friends to have the truth. If this statement of Bolton
were to be published as'a part of a letter to me, it
would be misunderstood by the public and accepted as the
showing of a sore thumh. : : i Y e

The facts involved in this matter constitute some-
thing which the publi_q “in the fullness of time must under-

M
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stand if we are going to preserve free government., If an
administration is to use public relief funds by setting
out to defzat and destroy every member of Congress who
might offer any criticism, then it is a deadly blow to
freedom of speech and to the criticism from a minority
party which is so necessary to preserve free government .
This thing has developed into a form of cruel censorship
practiced upon all opposition. About all that is left
is frecdom of the press, and if this thing can £0 on, in
the fullness of time, a way will be found to silence the
press, just as criticism on the floor of Congress and over
the radio has been very largely silenced.

Senator Borah is about the only person left in Con-
gress who will be able to say a word against anything
thet is being done. He would probably have been defeated
if he had boen a candidate for reclection this year. Re-
ports arc that he supported the Rcpublican candidate for
Governor and the two Republican candidates for Congress
in Jdaho, and in spite of his support, they were 8ll three
defeated.

With sincere best wishes, I em

Very truly yours,

Q/O%[/M"Z// &7 ) jb‘/fj/ﬁ”/

.‘__’__,-—-"’_'_'ﬁ
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College of Emporia
Emporia, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Clymers¢

I am sorry, indeed, that you will
not be here to serve as toastmaster next Fri-
day night, but I appreciete your letting me
lmow promptly of the situatlon. If you find
that you can get away at the last minute come
for the banquet any way and bring Mrs. Clymer
with you.

Sincerely,

= = ”
John Bailey Kelly
President.
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(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado, Kansas
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BOOTMAKERS SINCE 1880

anufacturers of‘

oW B OY

BOOTS & SHOES e ND MADE

_EVERY PAIR WARRANTED

(OLATHE Kansas
Nov, 14, 1934.
Mr. Rollie Clymer, Editor,
Eldorado Times,
Eldorado, Kas.
Dear Rollie:-
Attached find an article which I took from

the famous Kansas City Times. What about the "beer " you
was telling me about. Thet you were going to have it. Well

I just hope they dry Kansas up so that you people ocut in the
middle west will have nothing to drink but water.

I suggest that we place and examing board on
each reed leadingz into Kansas, same as they due the trucks,

exsmine each car going into the state and thus keep all liquer

out of the State. This can easlly done, because we are
entirly surrounded by liquer states, Colorado on the West,

Neberaska on the North together with Iowa, then the great state

of Missouri and Arkansas and Oklahoma on the South.

No more conventions in Kansas. They will all
go to Kanses City Missouri.

Hooray for the great state of Kansas.

Yours very truly,

W. H. Hyer.

THE LARGEST SHQP IN THE WEST
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HAROLD McGUGIN COMMITTEES:
3D DISTRICT KANSAS MINES AND MINING

Hows ovmext Congress of the United States
House of Vepresentatives
lashington, B. €.

Coffeyville, Kansas,
November 15, 1934.

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
ElDorado Times,
ElDorado, Kansas.

My dear Rolla:

I have your fine letter of the 13th. I deeply
appreciate your kind statements. I did suffer the poli-
tical liability in the campaign of being wholly unable
to make my friends believe that I was in trouble, They
just did not and could not believe it. They found no
trouble with the people with wnom they would talk. There
was no trouble from such sources.

I carried all the rural sections. I probably
carried the main street of every town in the district,
They played the relief funds on such a big scale tnat
I could not over-come the effect of such expenditures.

I am inclosing two confidential letters wnich I
have written to my Republican editor friends in the dis-
trict. If you have time you might read them over. They
will give you the wnole story.

I am not so sure that I am particularly sorry
that I was defeated. The next session of Congress is go-
ing to be hell, Wild appropriations are going to be
presented which will turn money over to tne President
in blank. I know that the money will pe used to carry
out all kinds ot socialistic schemes. Appropriations
will be made under the guise ot relief but a goodly part
of the money will be used to carry out gocialistic hob-
bies. They will pe brought in under gag rules and one
must either vote for thnem in their entirety or turn them
down in their entirety. Voting against them means voting
against any relief, No one really wants to take that
course., To vote for them in order to obtain any relief
means that one nas made his record of placing nis stamp
of approval on the wnole socialistic program of the New
Deal.

It we could have elected 170 or 130 Republicans
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R. A. Clymer, Page 2.

to the Congress, I should nave been sorry to nave been de-
teated., Witn that number we could have blocked tne gag

rules and could have made the record of voting for reason-
able relief and at the same time voting against the socialism,
With only 107 Republicans elected, 1 am just as well satis-
tied as if there had been 108 and I was the 108th.

I want you to know that I more than appreciate what
you have to say pertaining to me and my possible future poli-
tical ambitions. Just at tnis time, I do not know what they
are or will pe. Time and fate will have to take care of tnat,

With pest wishes from Mrs, McGugin and me, I am

very truly yours,

dfmﬁ/?%
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QFFICE OF
COUNTY ATTORNEY
LYON COUNTY
EMPORIA, KANSAS

November 15, 1934,

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
Eldorado, Kansas,

Dear Holla:

Again let me thank you for the work you
did for me during the primary and general
campaigns, As a candidate I appreciate the
work you did for the Central Committee during
the campaign, and I think you ought to feel
proud of the result of your efforts.

Please call on me whenever I can be of
any service to you and drop in to see me when
you are 1in Topeka,

Sinceraly yours,

e 9 SAChYs MW V

Clarence V. Beck

District Cowrt Convenes First Tuesday of February, May, and October
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CONTINENTAL O1L COMPANY

REGISTERED MAIL

Poneca City, Oklahoma
November 15, 1934

Mr. R. A. Clymer
The Tiwes Publishing Company
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

Many thanks for your generous response to Mr.
Nunn's coupon book solicitation of November 1. Here are the
books, numbers as follows:
58861
58968

589658
58964

We are sure you will be highly pleased with the

convenience of Conoco coupon books and the high gquality of

Conoco products. At the same time your cooperation goes far

toward helping this department make a creditable showing.
Best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

e '0/

Asst. to Advertising Manager
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