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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING CONTRACT

THIS AGREEMENT, made this first day of March, 1933, hetween the
undersigned PUBLISHER and MONTGOMERY WARD & CO., INCORPORATED, a
corporation, hereinafter referred to as the MERCHANT, WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the MERCHANT now operates a retail store in the City of
El Dorado and the State of Kansas, and the PUBLISHER there pub-
lishes a daily newspeper known as The Times, and the parties de-
sire to provide for advertising the business of said store in sald
newspaper, it is agreed as follows:

1. The PUBLISHER shall publish in the newspaper above named
display advertising matter from copy furnished by the MERCHANT dur-
ing the period of this agreement. The PUBLISHER shall publish such
an amowunt of display advertising from such copy a&s 1s reasonably
necessary to adeguately promote the business of the retail store of
the MERCHANT above referred to.

2., In addition to such newspaper advertising the PUBLISHER
shall furnish 5,000 reprints of such advertising in the form of ecir-
culars, at twelve different times during the period hereof. No
additional charge shall be made for any such circulars printed here-
under.

3. The MERCHANT shall pay to the PUBLISHER, for all such ad-
vertising during the period hereof, an amount equivalent to 2% of
the net sales of such store during such period, as the same shall
appear upon the records of the MERCHANT, such sums to be paid month-
1y upon net sales during the previous month, as soon as reasonably
practicable after figures thereon are avallable, but in no event
more than thirty (30) days after the expiration of such month. In
the event such net sales during the period of this agreement shall
exceed $250,000, then the publisher shall receive an additional amount
of one-quarter per cent of all such net sales for such year, and
shall the net sales exceed $300,000, then the publisher shall receive
an additional amount of one-quarter percent of all such net sales for
such year, and all such amounts shall be paid by the MERCHANT and re-
ceived by the PUBLISHER in full payment for all advertising of business
of the MERCHANT published during the period hereof.

4, The MERCHANT shall apportion its requirements for such ad-
vertising in the various calendar months of the period hereof in
approximately the same proportions as the sales of the MERCHANT in
such store are apportioned during such months. All advertising mat-
ter published by the PUBLISHER shall be apportioned upon approximately
the same basis.

5. The period of this agreement shall commence on the first day
of March, 1933, and terminate on the twenty-eighth day of February,
19%4. If the MERCHANT shall discontinue the operation of said store,

during the period hereof, then this contract shall terminate at the
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time said store shall close without any further liability here-
under upon either party. Either party, at i1ts election, may can-
cel this contract at the end of six (65 months from the first day
of the perod hereof by giving to the other party five (5) or more
days' notice to that effect, and if this contract shall be so can-
celled by either party, then it shall terminate upon the date so
indicated without any further liability upon either party, and
without any short rate penalties or other damages to be assessed
against either party with respect to advertising matter previously
published hereunder, but any liabilities upon the part of either
party existing at that time, which arose during such period, shall
continue.

8. This agreement supersedes, cancels and abrogates any and
all previous contracts, agreements and arrangements between the
parties hereto with respect to newspaper advertising, whether
written or verbal, and any and all other contracts concerning such
advertising, and this agreement is executed in accord and satis-
faction for and in full settlement of any claims of either party
under such contracts or any of them.

PUBLISHER:

Address

MONTGOMERY WARD & CO., INCORPORATED

By

Advertising Manager Retail Stores
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LUNSFORD, BARNES & COMPANY

WILLIAM H. MOBERLY, C.P.A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS KANSAS CITY

o PIONEER TRUST BLOG
TULSA

WHEELER, KELLY. HAGNY BLDG, EXCHANGE NATL BANK BLOG
NEW YORK

WICHITA , KANSAS 80 BROAD STREET

March 1, 1933

Mr, R, A, Clymer,
The Times Publishing Company,
El Dorado, Kansas,

Dear Sir:

We enclose herewith two copies each
of your individual return together with the
return of The Times Publishing Company for the
calendar year 1932,

These returns should be duly signed,
notarized, a check attached thereto to cover
at least one=-fourth of the amount of tax shown
to be due and filed with the Collector of
Internal Revenue, Wichita, Kansas, before
March 15, 1933.

The carbon copy of each return is
for your information and file.

Yours truly,
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FRANK B. NOYES. GEORGE B. LONGAN. WILLIAM J. PAPE,
WASHINGTON STAR KAHBAS CITY STAR WATERBUNY REPURLICAN
PRESIDENT FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT SECOND VICE-FRESIDENT

KENT CODPER. JACKSON S. ELLIOTT, J4. R. YOUATT,
GENERAL MANAGER ASST. GENERAL MANAGER TREASURER

DIRECTORS

FRANK B, NOYES, WASWINGTON STAR
ADOLPH S. OCHS, New Youk Timrs

CLARK HOWELL, ATLANTA CONSTITUTION

W. H. COWLES, STOKANE SPOKESMAR-RIVIEW >
ELBERT H. BAKER, CLEVILAND PLAIN DIALER

FRANK P. MACLENNAN, TOPEXA STATE JoumNAL

E. LANSING RAY, 7. Lowis GLOSK-DEMOCRAT
STUART H. PERRY. ACRiaN TELEGRAM
ROBERT MCLEAN, PHILADELPAIA BULLETIN
3. R. KNOWLAND, OAKLAND THIBUNE
ROBERT R. MGEORMICK, CHICAGO TRIBUNE WILSON HICKS, EXECUTIVE EDIToR
RICHARD HOOKER, SPRINGFIELO REPUBLICAN NEWS FEATURE SERVICE
E 3 JouRNAL
FAEOERICK E. MURPHY. MIKKEAPOLIS TRIRUNE 383 MADISON AVENUE v 467w ST.
PAUL PATTERSON, BALTIMORE SUN NEW YORK. N. Y.

March 2, 1933

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
Editor,

The El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kans.

Dear Mr. Clymers

Thank you for replying to the feature
text mat questionmnaire. The features you would like to
discontinue are only part of the Evening Paper Feature
Proofsheet Service and I believe you can see what would

be involved if we were to attempt elimination of these
five features from the regular mailings.

Your agsessment for the entire feature
proofsheet division is only $2.00 weekly so that in any
event, the amount of revenue available for individual
jtems is very small.

Sincerely yours,
WilsonHicks Executive Editor
FJSsLH
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VICTORIA MURDOCK ESTATE, Owners VICTOR MURDOCK, Editer

@he Wichita Eagle

Morning, Evening and Sunday
WICHITA, KANSAS

MARCELLUS M. MURDOCK, Publisher

March 3, 1933,

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
ElDorado Times,
ElDorado, Kznsas,

Dear Rolla,

This will introduce Miss Harriet Osborne whom
I have known for some time,

liss Osborne is a former employee of some old
friends of mine who always thought well of her
ability as an office girl.,

I am sure she would be an excellent office girl

for some one.,

C. W, Speer
The Wichita Fagle
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THE CHANUTE TRIBUNE

CHANUTE, KANSAS

JOHN P. HARRIS
EDITOR AND MANAGER

March 7, 1983,

For obvious reasons it seems best to postpone our neeting
.of " the rensas dailies, scheduled for next Suturdey in Kenses Citye

1 will adviee you as scon as @ later date is decided ons

John P. Harris «
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STATE OF KANSAS
ALF M. LANDON OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR TOPEKA

March 7, 1933.

Mr. R. K. Clymer,
% The ElDorado Times,
ElDorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr, €Clymer:

Mrs. Ella B. Otten, whose application you
endorsed in your recent letter, will be
given proper consideration when appoint-
menis are made,

I wish to thank you for your interest, and
trust that my elforts may prove beneficial
%o Kangas.,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

//’, S g /
LG {gsirnofr'/{ AL LAl
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Ralpnh W. Mitchcu

Advertising Representative
21 WEST 10TH STREET BLDG.

KANSAS CITY, MO. 3/8/3%

Mr. R, A.Clymer, Bus. Mgr.,
TIMES,

E1 Dorado,

Kase

Dear ¥r. Clymer:

We are proud of the attached. We don't believe any special
representative anywhere made = record equal to owrs for any
single publisher during 1932,

The mein reason for this showing is the fact that we do not
have a great string of newspapers to represent in the national
field. We have just the St. Joseph News-Press & Gezette and
the Chillicothe Constitution=Tribune on owr list. But we will
have more before the yeer is oub.

Forty=one new accounts in a bad year like 1932 is a record to
shoot at.

We would 1like to have the Times at 7%, but we do not do
billing =nd eollecting,

sither of the publishers we represent will give our organization
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Extablished 1588

NEW YORK
CHICAGO . .
DETROIT .
ATLANTA . .
PHILADELPHIA
KANSAS CITY
SAN FRANCISCO
DALLAS. .

E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY

NEW YORK
500 Fifth eAvenne
March 9, 1933.

Mr. R. A, Clymer
TIMES
El Doredo, Kan.

Dear Mr, Clymer:

I can sense something of your concern when cancellations are pouring
in on national business and a very considerable volume of the steady
linage that has been rumning in your paper has been stopped.

And, of course, we here are no happier about it than you are.

But you must know that nothing can be done and that it is not an un-
natural result of present chaotic conditions.

The fine part of it, after all, is that here and apparently throughout
the country, business men generally are taking what has happened as
for the best and most of them with a smile, They don't like it, but
what are they to do but tighten their belts, stick out their chins and
go on from here.

As against the business that is stopped, there are scme few advertisers
who are showing their faith by getting started.

Just as soon as some sound, comprehensive plan is announced in Washing-
ton, some business will start up again and as confidence grows we will
have a resumption of at least the greater part of our linage volume.

I am sorry I cannot write you something more encourasging, but I feel
it is only fair to discuss the situation with you. 4nd if I can't re-
lieve your concern at least I want you to know that we are on the job
here, alert and anxious to do our best just as soon as any effort can
possibly meet response.

Everything, of course, is at a standstill awaiting the action of Con-
gress and word from the President that will either reopen the banks or
give the nation some form of currency so that the wheels of trade can
start again even tho they start slowly.

Perhaps it is all for the best. Business has started so many times in
the last three years and hasn't got out of second speed before the red
light compelled it to stop. Perhaps out of it all will come a definite
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plan that will be an inspiration to business, and tho it start but
slowly it may gain steady, increasing impetus to the end that all
of us enjoy an increasingly better era.

Here we ere really encouraged that something will be done for the
betterment of business generally and we look upon the present
stalemete as an opportunity for us to get curselves together,
cleen house and get ready to go when the word comes.

Please feel that everything will be done to restore your cancelled

businese and to get every available new line for you that we can
send your way.

Sincerely,

Uorab
: vf;f. ,/S{» :
E. KATZ SFECIAL mmTEIM AGENCY
,/
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E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY
Established 1588

Erpmt o DRI ROTT g March 9, 1933
General Motors Bldg. DAT 2

To Mr. kolla Clymer,
The Bl Dorado Times,
Bl Dorado, Kansae.

He: Sterling Products
Dear Mr. Clymers

¥r, Carl Slater, of our Kansas City office, has written us
advising that several special representatives have made
overatures to the Times for representation, claiming that
should they receive representation of the Times that Sterling
Products business would immediately follow your signing.

The writer has contacted the Thompson-Koch Agency for a number
of years and knows minutely the details of that agency's plan

of operation. Lt ie our opinion that any gpecial representative
that makes the statement that they can sign the Sterling
Products account for the Bl Dorado Times does so because of their
utter unfamiliarity with the Thompson-Koch Agency, or that their
efforts as representatives are not of the kind to be depended
upon. Any representative, in my opiniom, making such a claim
either is willing to sacrifice their commissions from the
I‘hompson-boch Ageney, or feel certain they can negotiate a
contract at reduced rates with a hope that commissions from
other national business will more than compensate them, which
undoubtedly would be the case with agents without a large and
aggressive organization and without the billing and collecting
feature.

The Thompson-Koch Agency has been for a good many years the
hardest drivers for space bargaine in the entire United States.
They not only have purchased space on a very close margin, but
as you know, have insisted on a great many other concessions.

the writer personally knows that since the beginning of the
present economic disturbance in 1929, the Thompson-Koch Agency
has not renewed any contracts calling for increased line rate.

We aleo know it to be a fact, from eseveral years contacting of
this agency, that they are not kindly disposed toward Government
Statement newepapers, and are not sold on buying government
circulation at what they term high rates.
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Mr. Rolla Clymer - #2

Ihere are innumerable plans in operation whereby Sterling ad-
vertising appears in weeklies and the smaller dailies on a
cooperative plan with such concerns as Bonnette=Brown.

We have told ©ty the Thompson-Koch Agency that this buying of
small dailies and weekly papers, through these cooperative
sources, costs them practically nothing. The securing of
Sterling businese on thie basies can only be valuable to the
representative as ammunition te prospective publishers in
demonstrating their ability to get business that other represent-
atives have not procured.

ithere has been no change in the Thompson-Koch set-up, nor have
the Sterling Products people changed their buying habits an
iota.

With business at a low ebb, appropriations small, the Thompson-
Koch Agency at the precent time is driving harder for concessions
and lower rates than at any other time in their history.

The value of the lhompson-*och business is undeniable. That we
would like it to appear in every publication we represent, goes
without saying. Ve don't believe it an indication of efficiency
for any representative to go thie length to secure business.

Trusting this information makes for a better understanding of
the Sterling account, I am =~ [H_T::>
| —

Since ¥ yours,

E. SING AGENCY

Paul Ray:L
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Kansas Chapter of

SIGMA DELTA CHI

Professional Journalistic Fraternity
Universitp of Kansas

Lawrence

Mar. 10, 1933,

DEAR SIR:

In accordance with rules laid down last year with the institution of
the Hall of Fame for deceased Kansas editors, we are submitting to you, a
member of the Quarter Century Club of Kansas Journalists, the list of
nominations for the Hall of Fame.

From this tentative list of those worthy of this honor, we are asking
that you will designate one whom you consider deserves best to join the
company of the illustrous seven thus far chosen.

By so doing you will, through the exercise of your wide experience,
insure that the Hall of Fame will be truly representative of the best of
Kansas journalists and will confer upon us of Sigma Delta Chi a real favor
by your co-operation.

For your information, we have listed, on the nomination blanks, the
six chosen in 1930-31, and the one selected last year.  Should you wish
to choose one other than those listed, feel free to make such a choice in
the blanks provided therefor.

Announcement of the results will be made early in the spring, as has
been customary. We would appreciate the return of your ballot at least
three weeks following receipt.

Most sincerely,
SIGMA DELTA CHI 7

A e
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KANSAS GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

WICHITA ,KANSAS

March 10, 1933

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer,
Eldorado Times,
ElDorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr, Clymer:

We have looked over the brochure containing statisties,
publicity and advertising used in connection with your recent
cooking school and we want to congratulate you on conducting,
what in our estimation wes, the most successful cooking school in
which we have ever had the opportunity to participate.

We are very well pleased with the results and I have
heard from several sources that the deslers in El Dorado, Who
participated, feel that the cooking school was Worthwhile.

Yours very truly,

F.H.McCullough: ms
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J.WaLTErR THOMPSON COMPANY

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE
New York,N.Y.

March 13, 1933

Publisher
Times
®1l Dorado
Kansas

Gentlemen:

It is our understanding that the E. Katz Special Advertising
Agency is your recognized agent and as such is gualified to
receive payments for advertising under contracts placed by
us with you and that payment so made by us constitutes pay-

ment to you.

Yay we not ssk you to acknowledge this letter as an indica-
tion of our mutual understanding.

Yours very truly,

J. WALTER THOMPSON “COMPANY

Do a0 ex—e LS

S
Assistant Treasurer

A. V. Pollock/b

NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON CINGINNATI ST, LOUIS SAN FRANCISCO LOS ANGELES LONDON
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