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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Carrain Epcar Daie Post No. 81

TaHe AMeEricaN LEGciON
Memorial Bailding
EL DORADO, KANSAS

January 12,1933,

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
E1 Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Editor:

The virectors of the Captain nmdgar Dale Post #8l of the
American Legion instructed me to send you a letter of
thanks for the editorial concerning the ex-soldiers,
printed in the sl vorado Times, January 10,1933,

Seldom do we get credit ror trying to carry out a program

tor service to society taru renabilitation of the ex-soldier,
Often we seem to De the target for plame Ior the aepression
and a desire for pankrupting tane United States for whica we
fought, So your editorial was a welcome note to us who
desire to stand by our suddy wno is down and out, just as &ae
stood by his guns in 1917,

The American Legion is endeavoring to live up to its
constitution and goes on record for: those things which it
pelieves deserving of such a group of american citizems.

We thank you Ior, as one of the men stated, "one of. the
1ittle breaks for the ex-service man®,

Sincerely, K_VW g % :

Lowell B, Wharton, Adjutant.
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BEBLOW TYPOGRAPH COMEBANY

N8 CLYBOURN AVENUE = CHICAGE, ILLINOILS

District Sales Offices in

NEW YORK - BOSTON
ATLANTA . SAN FRANCISCO Jamuary 13, 1933

Times Pub. Co.
118 E. Central Ave.,
Eldorado, Kansas

Gentlemen: (Iudlow)

This will acknowledge your telegram of January
11, reading as follows!

"Rush Air Mail parts number two eleven E two
thirty nine twenty five watts number iwo twelve
E two thirty volts four seventy five watis serial
number cipher two five ome eight pot number two
cipher nine cipher"

Your order has been entered as per copy of our
acknowledgnent enclosed and was shipped on January 11 by Air

Express.
Very truly yours,

LUDLOW OGRAPH COMPANY

Donald M. Nesselroth.
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Wichita, Xansas, January 13, 1933,

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
Eldorado, Kansas,
Dear Sir:-

As one interested in the production of oil, you
are no doubt familiar with the many things which now threaten
the interests of the independent producer of oll and particularly
the land- and royalty owner. The interests of the landowners
and independent producers are in common, and they have interests
which are distinctive and not in common with other phases of
the industry.

The Kansas leglslature 1s in session and many
bills are now being presented affecting the rights of this
group. Thus far there has been no organization definitely
representing these interests.

Recently the nucleus of an organization was
formed in Wichita, of which Mr. E.B.Shawver was elected FPresi-
dent, lir. T.C,Johnson, Vice President, Mr. Eben Pyle, Treasurer
and ir. Paul H. White, Secretary. The organization is protect-
ive in its nature and formed along lines similar to those used
ao effectively by the landowners of Texas, and is known as the
"Kansas 0il Producsrs and Landowners Association".

You will readily sgree that a few working together
will be relatively ineffective, while an association of those
having common interests can build an organization and wield an
influence which will effectively protect their interests. It has
been said that "eternal vigilane is the price of liberty, and
if effective work is to be done no time is to be lost, and an
organization comparable with the problems and the plans must
be builded.

You are known to be vitally interested in these
problems and because of that interest and your outstanding
leadership in your community, you were elected to serve as a
mémbercof the Board of Directors for this association for your
district. A meeting ofmthe association to perfect the organ-
ization of the association and to outline ways and means for
the immediate protection of the common interest has been called
at the Allis Hotel in Wichita for next Wednesday, January 18,
at 1 o'clock P.M.

The fact that oil has declined from $1.12 to 50¢
per barrel, and that movements are already under way among cer-
tain pipe line purchasers to power prices still further and to
gaddle off on the landowner and producer the cost of transpor-
tation from well to refinery, presents a definite problem which
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immediate and coordinated action. The further fact that the
legislature is in session and the introduction of hostile
legislation is imminent, makes the need for Ilmmediate action
imperative.

We are enclosing herewith a blank form of membership
application, together with a list of the elected directors.
We feel certain that after considering the matter you will join
with us by signing the former and by agreeing to serve as a
member of the latter, and thereby assist us in the formulation
of protective measures which will do more for the Kansas oil
producer and landowner than could be done in any other way.

1he Wednesday meeting is a luncheon and we are par-
ticularly anxious that you be present in person to learn, first
hand, of the problems which face us and to assist directly in
completing our organization.

Will you please let us have the signed membership
pledge and a statement of your willingness to serve an our
Board of Directors, by return maill,

Very truly yours,

TANSAS OIL PRODUCERS AND LANDOWNERS ASSOCIATION ,
e i

By

President.
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THE COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL.
FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

January 13, 1933

Mr., R. A. Clymer,
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

These are strenuous times so I have hed to await the

end of the week to answer your good letters.

We are glad indeed that you enjoyed your visit with us
at Christmas and grateful to all of you for your generous
praise of our simple hospitality and the behavior of the
children. I never saw a household full of small folks
on better terms than these children throughout the entire
period. ™e hope that the successful drive home has taught
you that it is by no means a difficult matter to visit Ft.
Leavenworth and that you will come often in the future. A

onie day holiday adjoining a week end would do for a visit
such as we had at Christmas. You could get in several good
rounds of golf.

You have been very kind to take up the matter of Gregory's
appointment so seriously with Mr. Capper. From my stand-
point I do not consider that we are confronted with complete
failure by any means. In the first place the decisive
effort has not yet been launched, The shock troops in the
person of Gregory, himself, jump off tomorrow morning when
the examination opens at the Court House.

It is not particularly encouraging to know that 50 boys
will be competing for one place, However, most of them
will not be well enough prepared to have a chance. Several
boys here have been preparing at regular schools and they
are the ones to fear. One little fellow, gentle and studi-
ous has the best chance of winning. However, Gregory will
do well T know and will be among the best at the finish.

derein is the fallacy of the sSenator!s position. He
bases his selection entirely on scholastic ability without
regard to meny other factors egually important. Boys of
sreatest aptitude for commissions are not usually of the
most studious type.

in the second place, as the result of your supplication
the Senator is now in a secure position and a unicgue one
as well. I don't think it would be well to press him any
further. Let me guote from several of his letters at hand.
November 21, 1931 " My appointments are all made from a
list of applicants who have passed a civil service examin-
ation." December 8,1932 " If he is successful in the
examination you may be sure that his application will have
my very best consideration." December 7, 1932 " I have a
Vacancy at the academy for 1933 which will be filled from
a list of applicents passsing a competitive Civil Service
examination to be held on Saturday, Jesnuary 14,1933,"

While it is implied that the winner is to receive this
appointment no actual promise is made until the appearance
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THE COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL
FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

of the letter you received. I have been afraid all along
that Gregory would not be given the appointment even if
he won the examination. We know of cases where congress-
men made appointments of boys who have passed their exami-
nations btut have not been the winners by any means. I
cannot say that any such designation was made by Senator
Capper but I have examined carefully the language of the
passages guoted above and have my fears.

That we have gained some ground I feel certein. To
give it to the winner is the fair thing to do under the
conditions stated by Senator Capper and as much as we have
a right to request under the ecircumstances. There is no
desire to embarrass him, in fact, we want his good will,

Do you think you should write him that you did not under-
stand the conditions, that we think we have a good candi-
date for the honor of first place and are content to asbide
by the decision? Whatever you think best will suit me,
Meanwhile, your efforts are very much appreciated by all of
us.,

I wish that you could sit in our class and hear some
of the lectures upon historical subjects. Any of the modern
battle studies of the early engagements of the World War
would delight you beyond expression. The commanders and
troops all known to you, the maps, orders, messages, weather
reports, omissions, mistakes all explained. 4And the units
moved about on the maps just as the events transpired. It
is astounding. Not much military history of this kind has
been written and few but military students care to read it.

These are hard times indeed for everyone. I regret to
hear of further prospects of retrenchment in your business,
Adversity will come now and then and there 1is nothing to
do but gird up the well known loins and face it. fWe wish
Jou success, When you get down to a five day week come up
here and play some golf,

Love to the whole family from all of us.

‘Az ever yours,/f
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January 13, 1933

lir« Rollo Clymer
Editor “1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear lir . Clymer:

Regarding your letter of Januwary 4, will say that
we will make you a payment on the printing bill between now
and the first of February. We have a new semester starting
January 24, and will take in a little momey at that time.
At present the cupboard is as bare as 0ld Mother Hubbard's,

With kindest regards, M
A
[

&

F.
Treasurer
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INDEPENDENT PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION
O AMERICA
THOMPSON BUILDING
WIRT FRANKLIN Trrsa, HLAIOMA
PRESIDENT
RUSSELL B. BROWN
COUNSEL 640 SHOREHAM BUILDING

€. E. BUCHNER WASHINGTON. D. C.
EXECUTIVE MANAGER

January 13, 1933

lir. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado, Eansas.

My dear Mr. Clymer:

Would you be irnterested in receiving from us a
special weekly article for publication on Sundeys? This
article, as we are plamning it, would cover news events end
comments on the existing situation as affecting the petroleum
industry. We were planning such en article for a newspaper
not in your territory or even in your state and thought that
you also might like to receive it. We hope to get this materisl
to you, if you wish to receive it, in ample time for meking up
your Sundey edition.

I hope you will not think we are trying to force
any of our publicity on you. On the contrary, we kmow your
interest in this matter end the interest of your readers, and
do not wish you to feel that we are ignoring your possible
desire to receive this weekly story.

Sincerely yours,
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IRA €. WATSON, PRES. AND MaR FRED WIELAND. VICE-PRESIDENT
HARRIE MUELLER, SECRETARY F. E. BARR, TREASURER

The Ira Watlson Sporting Goods Co.
EVERYTHING IN SPORTING GOODS

133 NORTH MARKET STREET
WICHITA, KANSAS

January 14, 1933

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolle:

I have not been able to get back to El Dorado since I was
there the other day and naturslly haven't been able to do any-
thing on the matter with Mr. Atherton and yourself. I was at
Topeka during the inauguration but never had an opportunity
to consult at all with the Governor.

since I saw you, however, I do have the Summer county
and cowlngtcounty indorsements snd they are very fine. Of course
I do not ve any idea as to where I stend on the matter because,
naturally, I have had no expression from the Governor and will,
no doubt, not have it for at least a couple of weeks yet though
I do expeet to be in the neighborhood of Topeka and shall drop
in to see him soon.

Give my respects to the bunch. With kindest personal re-
gards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Sl
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The President’s Office
January 16, 1933.

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
ElDorado, Kansas.
My dear Mr. Clymer:

I have just been informed of a bank failure in Wichita
which in our judgment here would make & financial campaign in
that city next week inexpedient. It seems better to postpone
the matter for a month until things settle down somewhet and
people get over the inevitable alarm that this incident will-
arouse. Fortunately the letters of invitatlon have not yet
gone out and you are about the only person who has been in-

formed, aside from one or two others to whom I am writing. I

will of course keep you informed of any plans that we may make

in the future and will count on your cooperation.

Sincerely yours,

.

b John Balley Kellz

-/ President.

JBK: MU

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11539/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11540/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11541/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11542/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11543/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11544/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Gty

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 11545/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

SOCIETY

Kansas Memory KA

Rolla Clymer correspondence

INDEPENDENT PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA
THOMPSON BUILDING
WIRT FRANKLIN TrrsA, DRLAITOMA
PRESIDENT
RUSSELL B. BROWN
COuNSEL January 18, 1933. 640 SHOREHAM BUILDING

C. E. BUCHNER WASHINGTON., D. C.
EXECUTIVE MANAGER

Mr. Rolla Clymer,
El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kanses.

My dear Rolla:

I enclose the first of our weekly letters. As you request,
we are releasing this to you for Saturday. You are the only person
for whom we have advanced the publication date. I wonder if you
would care to send us a clipping of whatever portions of this letter
you may use. We are rather interested in getting reactions. e
know the industry weants the news but we are not certain whether we
have found the best method of getting it out.

Sincepely yours,

RBEB:AG
Enclosure.
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THE POTTS-TURNBULL COMPANY
DIERKS BUILDING
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURT

NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE
and GENERAL
ADVERTISING

Daze  January 19, 1933.

ElDorado Times,
Eldorado, Kansas.

Gentlemen:

The Sterling Radio Company, one of our clients, is de-
sirous of giving their dealers some additional newspaper support
in the next few months, but have been unable to do so, due to the
fact their advertising budget has been considerably reduced, We
believe we have a plan which will, with your cooperation, enable
them to give their dealers the additional help they need and at
the same time will give you a real bargain offer.

They have placed at our disposal a few Majestic Refriger-
ators which we are authorized to offer you in exchange for a
similar amount of advertising with no deduction for agency commiss-
ion or discount. These refrigerators are new and in their original
factory boxes, and as you no doubt are familiar, are exceptionally
well made and contain probably more features than any other refriger-
ator that sells for less than $300.00.

You have your choice of either a Model 245 at $177.50; a
Model 255 at $211.00 or a Model 275 at $233.00, as shown in the
folder with a cross above each. Each refrigerator is complete,
and may be unboxed, plugged into a convenient socket and operation
begins immediately.

This refrigerator would make an ideal gift to the family
or a relative, or could be used in connection with a subseription
or lineage contest., The basis of exchange on this refrigerator
would be on your regular rate, in accordance with the enclosed
agreement which, if satisfactory with you, should be filled in,
signed and returned to us in duplicate., As soon as confirmed the
refrigerator will be shipped to you promptly f.o.b. Kansas City.
We will place space orders against it to the amount of the price of
the refrigerator which you choose. This space is to be used within
one year on any product the Sterling Redio Company distributes.
There will be no agency commission or discounts for you to pay. It
is a straight trade deal and will be treated confidentially.

Trusting to hear from you promptly regarding this, we are
%

Very /tm_ly yours, i

o 7 7AW S,
= A pnrtbes

e

_;or POTTS-TUR L COMPA

E.R.Hanslip;L, )
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