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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Noverber 3, 1931.

Stete President Oscar S. Steuffer has asked re to trensmit to
the Kans-s menbers of the Associated Press and their editors a cell
for the fall meeting of their essociation to be held at 11:30AlL,
Fridey Noverber 20 in the fuehlebech Hotel, Kanses City.

. At its spring meeting in Topeka, the association accepted the
invitation of the Konsas City Star to be its §u|zsts on this occasion
and the Star will be host at s complimentary Tuncheon to the members,
The business session will follow the luncheon.

Sincerely,

1ilo M. Thompson:B Mée@ & o i :

/
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| ERAL'BAKING ,. |

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE

CONNECTICUT
BRIDGEPORT NEW YORK

HARTFORD
NEW HAVEN
WATERB Y
DELAWRRE. November 5, 1951,
WILMINGTON
DIST. COLUMBIA
WASHINGTON
INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS
KANSAS
HUTCHINSON Mr. R. A. Clymer, Mgr. % Editor,

KANSAS CITY

WIGHITA The El1 Dorado Times,
KENTUCKY

S ELl Dorado, Kansas.
LOUISIANA

NEW ORLEANS
AR i Dear Mr. Clymers:

BALTIMORE
e UL Thanks for your good letter of November 2nd.

BROCKTON I, too, had 2 lot of fun with the article referred to

SPRINGFIELD

WORCESTER and was only wondering how the good doctor viewed it.
mEEAN

MISSOURI With best regards,
KANSAS CITY
ST. LouIs
NEBRASKA
OMAHA
NEW JERSEY
ASBURY PARK
JERSEY CITY
NEWARK
PATERSON
PLEASANTVILLE
TRENTON
WOODLYNNE
NEW YORK
ALBANY e
BROOKLYN =
BUFFALO
NEW YORK Dept. of Nutritional Research
PATCHOGUE -
ROCHESTER
SCHEMECTADY
SYRACUSE
OHIO
AKRON
CANTON
CLEVELAND
CcoLuUMBUS
STEUBENVILLE
TOLEDO
OKLAHOMA
ENID
OKLAHOMA CITY
LSA

TU
PENNSYLVANIA
ALLENTOWN

CHESTER
GERMANTOWN
NORRISTOWN
PHILADELPHIA
READING
RHODE ISLAND
PROVIDENCE
VIRGINIA
NORFOLK
WEST VIRGINIA
WHEELING
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HAROLD McGUGIN
3D DISTRICT KANSAS

Congress of the Enited States
FBouse of Representatibes
THasghington, B. €.

Cofieyvilile, Kansas,
November &, 1931.

ir. Rolla Clymer,
Eldorado Times,
Eldorado, Kansas.

My dear Rolla:
I am inclosing an extract of a speecn wnich I delivered at

Wellington Saturday night, I am taking it that you are receiving
it too late for it to have any news value, however, there is some

data in it which I should like to convey to you, especially the
report of the Bureau of Mines, wnich discloses that while the
American oil production declined 2,400,000 barrels daily the
importation of foreign oil is increasing 1,208,000 parrels.

I am toinking that you might wish to discuss tiais ract editor-
ially.

I just missed you by a few minutes at tne oirice of the
I.P.A. at Wichita Baturday afternoon.

I am
7 o
éﬂ C/(/(./

Witn kindest regsrds,
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REPUBLICAN STATE COMMITTEE
TOPEKA, KANSAS

JOHN HAMILTON
Chairman

MRS. JONATHAN B. CARTER November 10, 1931.
Vice-Chairman ’

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
El Dorado, Kansas.

My dear Rolla:

At the request of the Republican
National Committee a meeting of young Repub-
licans has been mlled by me, as you know, at
Topeka for Saturday, December 12th. The meet-
ing is primarily intended to interest those
of the younger generation in politics and par-
ticularly with regard to Republicanism.

I think you will agree with me,
that irrespective df party affiliations there
is nothing our country and state need at this
time more than a party interest on the part of
the coming generation in the government of our
country .

As part of the program I plan to
have the state committee give a banquet follow=-
ing the meeting, which, together with the inci-
dental expenses of the meeting, will cost ap=-
proximately $500. I am writing to & list of
twenty-five men, including yourself, asking for
a contribution to help defray these expenses.

I trust you will not think it pre-
sumptious on my part to ask for a contribution
from you for the purpose of meeting the expen-
ses necessary to be incurred. Anything that
you may feel you can give will be appreciated
by the cammittee as a whole.

With kindest personal regards, I

W
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LAW CFFICES OF

AMIDON. HART. PORTER & HOOK
;:::::o:::; SUITE 505 FOURTH MATIONAL BANK EUILDING
£hoS £ Mo0K

ESW.H JAMISON WIiCHITA KANSAS

W.GETTO MEODNALD

November 10, 1931,

Mr. Re. A. Cl'y'mEI',
¢/o The El Dorado Times,
El Dorado, Kansas.

My dear Ham:

In accordance with the arrangement
whieh I made with you, I enclose you herewlth
Certificate No. 22, for twenty-five shares of stock
in The Wolf Creek Oil Company.

I would like to go to the MePherson
Field to-morrow afterncon with you and Mr. Sutter
and Colonel Hoisington. We could leave here at
two o'clock, stop at Newton and get the Colonel, and
be back in Wichita by good time in the evening.

I wish you would 'phone me, at my
expense, to-morrow morning whether thls arrangement
1s satisfactory.

Yours cordially,

R
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JACK LOWE l‘iil;‘,\]“ 40546
Lowe’s Printing & Publishing Company

501 JACKSON STREET T()qui\l_u ANBAS

November 11, 1931.

Mr. R, A. Clymer,
El Dorado, Kensas.

Dear Rolla:

I want to thank you for your frank letter of October
12 which I should have answered sooner. While I am
sorry that you can not support me I feel at the same
time that you will give me any break that you can to
help me out.

I had gone into this matter of running for office to
some extent before I wrote this lestter to you, and
even though the campaign should cost me what you say
it will I feel that it will be worth it in the long
run in prestige elone, not considering the financial
remuneration., You know how I have always played this
game before, as I explained to you one night in the
Hotel Kansan, and I feel that by being elected to
this office I can set myself way out in front.

1 thought I would get to see you last week as I had
arranged to go to Wellington but a shift in plans
took me to Coffeyville instead. However, I will get
through there one of these days and have a little
personal chat with you any way. Possibly we can
find some other campaign to talk about which will

be more interesting than mine.

Thanking you again for your letter, I em

Sincerely yours
s
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The Assoriated Press.

November 12, 1931.

NOTICE OF FALL MEETING:

Your attention i3 called once more to the Fall meetin~ of the
Kansas Associated Press Editorial Association, which will be held
in the iluehlebach Hotel at Kansas City at 11:304M Friday, llovember
20. Previous anrouncement of this meeting went to you November 3.

The members end editors of Associated Press member napers
will he the guestis of The Kansas City Star at a complimentary lunch-
eou, after which the business session will be held.

In adiition to the usual discussion of Kansas news problems,
a comriittee vhich President 0. S. Stauffer was authorized at the
Spring meeting in Topeka to select will report on the assessment

structure.

At this meeting, Charles E. Honce, executive news editor, is
expected to be nreseni to represent the general office executives.

Because we are entering = pulitical campaign year and a year

of important business news, it is desirable all papers be repre=
sented in the duscussions, plans and dec’sions.

Singerely,

3 Sceretar,
Mileo ¥, Thempson:B )(a..\sas Ascociated Press
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& 8 ]

E.Katz Special Advertising Agency

CHICAGO DETROIT ATLANTA HANSAS CITY SAN FRANCISCO

NEW YORK  November 13, 193l.
58 West 40th St.

Kanse
Gentlemens

There is an increasing volume of national advertising masquerading as local
end being accepted by publishers on that basise

You have no competitor in your city. You are not in the position of the
publisher who, fearing to refuse national advertising on a local basis,
takes it because if he doesn't his competitor may.

It has taken us considerable time to build up your national rate. Whenever
your eirculetion got to that point where we felt you were entitled to more
money, we urged you to increase your rate.

Now there is a process of tearing down that deprives you of revenue in the
first place, and lays you wide open to a flood of national business at local
rates in the second.

You have recently been sent a questionnaire by N. W. Ayer & Son. These
agents do not want publishers to accept national business at local rates,
but they are after protection for their own cliemts. If it is being done
generally, in self-defense N. W. Ayer & Son will have fo seek what others
are getting.

Take the Ford buginess for instance. There is a very considerable volume
of this advertising rumning steadily through the year. If automobile adver-
tising is being accepted generally on a local basis, there is no reason Why
Ford shouldn't get the benefit of that rate. 4And N. W. Ayer will seek the
local rate for Ford if publishers continue to accept national advertising as
locale

Just look over your own paper and see what has happened to you in the last
year. Undoubtedly you are rumning eutomobile, tire, refrigerator, radio
and much other advertising on a local basis. There isn'i a reason in the
world why you should do so because if you refused and ingisted on your
national rate, you would get the major part of this business.
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Page /2.

No edvertiser comes to you beceause he can get a lower rate. He uses your
paper because he wants to cover your market, because there is business for
him in your city, because he has a live dealer who is marketing the mer-

chendige advertised in your towne

The local dealer will bring you a mat, will tell you a long story about
how he is placing the business, and if you take it you are simply robbing
yourself of the differential between your local and your national rate.

There isn't any need for us to elaborate on this situation. We have hesi-
tated about writing you because, in a sense, we are interested. Bui our
interest goes beyond our commission for it covers our entire business with
your paper and other papers we represent.

If the netional rate is broken down and advertisers are free to come in
when they will at your local rate under one guise or another, it is not
going to be very long before you Won't have any national rates and not a
lot of national businesse

In times like these there is greater effort to break rates than during
flush times when business is good, when everybody is making money and when
price is not questioned as it is today. But regardlegs of the times, there
ig no reason or excuge for yow being imposed upon by local distributors.

You may lose a piece of business here or there, but the rate you will ob-
tain for the advertisingyou run will more than offset any such loss if you
ingist on the national rate for what is strictly national advertising.

There is no more reason why an automobile dealer or a radic dealer should
be entitled to place the advertising of the house he represents at your
locel rate, than there is for a drug store coming to you and asking for the
local rate on a patent medicine that he has the exclusive agency fors

We would like your cooperation in mainteining national rates and we would
like you to refuse absolutely all advertising that is fairly national when
it is brought to you as local business. It isn't a quesiion of pleasing
the local dealerj it is absclutely a question of your maintaining the integ=-
rity of the business that has been built up through years of selling.

You are no more culpable than any other publisher on our list. A great many
of them are easing off because of the times and they are onhly hurting them-
selves. Surely, you cen see this and you can find every reason why it should
ceases

We trust that you will give orders that in future business definitely and
plainly national advertising should be refused on any basis buit that of your

netional rates

Pres i&ent .

Sincerely,
E. KATZ SPW PNG AGENCY,
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ONLY DAILY NEWSPAPER IN RICE COUNTY ASSOCIATED PRESS TELEGRAPH SERVICE

THE LYONS DAILY NEwWs

PAUL A. JONES, EDITOR

LYONS, KANSAS

November 14 1931
Dear Reolla:
I tried to get somebody to go down with me to the
Salt Marsh and spend thenight with you and Giles but couldn't

hack it. Ap sorry because I would have enjoyed being with you

again and I like that country. Hope you had a good time

and that you will give me another opportunity to join you

TS

next season. Sincerelys
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THE EUREKA HERALD

ESTABLISHED IN 1868

OFFICIAL COUNTY PAPER
GEO. G. WOOD, PUBLISHER
EUREKA, KANSAS

November 14, '31.

Mr. Re A. Clymer,

El Dorado, Kansas,
My dear Rolla:-

It seems unwise for us to accept Ward's advertising from
the E1 Dorado store; probably one of those cases where turning
it down will do us no good, but accepting it might do us con-
siderable harm. We have made it a rule nat to take advertising
from retail stores outside the county in direct competition
with local merchants. We are going to miss Ward's business.
Chain store ads have been our prihcipal source of revenue dur-
ing recent months and it is tough to lose Ward's patronage,
but under the circumstances it seems the advisable thing to
do. Thanks for the suggestion, anyway.

Yy wife is still in Kansas City. Miriam is expecting

a visit from the stork any day and Mrs. Wood will remain with

her for the big event. When she returns we shall be delighted

to accept the invitation for an evening at your home. I know
the Allens will be equally pleased. lert and I are southpaws
at golf, but ambidextrous with knife and fork, and how we love
to demonstrate.

Give my regards to Mrs. Clymer.

Sincerely, :}
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