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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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W. A. AYRES MEMBER OF
BTH DISTRICT KANSAS COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

L.J. AND M. E. TREFREN

sexeranes Congress of the United States
Fhouse of Representatives
Waghington, B. €.

February 26th, 1927,

Mr. B. A. Glymer,
Bl Dorado, ¥ansas.

Dear Friend Clymer:-

Just noted in your personal
column of the Times that I had a good
chance to einech at least one supporter
for my supposed eandidaey for President,
and imm ately started on a hunt for
the bi package of sceds that ecould
be found.

I learned, however, that the
wave of economy had struek the Agrienliural
Department and there are to be no seeds,
go it is with regret that I contemplate
the loss of the support of Ham Berger.

Wiith best regards, T rTemain

Yours very truly,

L0

(
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NEW YORK + CHICAGO - TORONTO « SAN FRANCISCO +* AKRON ®* WABHINGTON

WM. H. RANKIN COMPANY
C/j/ﬁmréalmy

CANADIAN PACIFIC BUILDING
342 MADISON AVENVE
New YORK

& February 28, 1927.

Times,
El Dorado,

Gentlemen:

In reading over your letter in answer to our request for information concerning
the Wm, Penn liners, I find that your newspaper is one that does not run liners
on the first page although you run them elsswhere in your newspaper,

I trust you understood clearly just what type of liners we intended for first
page use. They are single lines similar to what the New York Times, New York
Tribune, Chicago Tribune and meny metropolitan papers use at the bottom of the
columns of the first page. It is our intention naturally to pay pro rata for
first page liners,

The Campaign contemplated by the General Cigar Company for Wm. Penn is unique in
its special consideration to dailiss of towns smaller than usually get advertis-
ing of this company, and the response to this campaign will have much to do
towards enlarging the attention that the General Cigar Company will give to news-
papers of county seats and towns of similar importance,

About 507 of the newspapers of this classification have accepted first page liners
and we are going mshead on a campaign with them. In cases where newspapsrs are re-
luctant to use liners at the bottom of ths columns on the first page, we are in
certain instances going to go ashead with the campaign of liners inside the papers,
preferably liners amidst the personals or on sporting page where the newspaper
has a page of sports, First page liners, however, are so0 important that we wish
to securs this showing wherever it is possible even though you might not care to
continue it after the present campaign, We have a big object in view in gotting
as forceful a response to this advertising, and it concerns newspapers similar

to your own &s much as it does ourselves, It is with this idea in mind that

we urge you to make an exception for a brief time in this particular case, We
will all benefit in the end from it.

Please write us just how you feel about this matter, as we wish %o get this
campaign under headway without any delay.

Yours very truly,

W, H, Rifiz;z COMPANY
:
éian

Manager of Produc
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An Address
to

Associated Press Members

by t!he
Proxy Committee
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Address to Associated Press Members

Fellow Members of the Assoeiated Press:
come to you on behalf of the movement within the Associated Press
membership having for its object the complete mutualization of that
organization.

The Associated Press, as you know, is ineorporated as, and purports
to be, a co-operative organization. !

In actual fact, in organization and in operation it is not at all eo-operative.

This is a movement to effect a real and tangible co-operative organization,
with equal rights and equal privileges for ALL members of Associated Press.

If you have not given this matter the serious consideration it deserves,
may we be permitted to give you the actual faets?

Often you have given your proxy to a member of the Board of Directors,
or a member of the Regional Advisory Board. You thought you were going
to cast a vote that would be a factor in electing members of the Board of
Directors,

Actunally, your vote counted not at all—you had, and have now, no
voice whatever in the election of Directors, which means actual control of
the machinery, operation and management-personnel of the Associated Press.

Here is the reason:

There are now outstanding bonds of the Associated Press in the amount
of $108,575.00. These bonds are held by 144 members, The holder of each
bond is entitled to one vote for members of the Board of Directors for each
$25.00 par value of bonds which he owns, in addition to his regular single
vote as a member—such vote as you or any othér non-bondholder member
may cast.

Therefore, the bonds have a total vote-casting power of 4,143, and their
owners have in addition 144 personal votes, making a total of 4,287 votes.
The total membership of the Associated Press is 1,208, Deducting the 144
bondholding members, we have 1,064 members who cast 1,064 personal votes
for Directors. These 1,064 members are therefore outvoted more than four
to one by the 144 bondholding members, and, therefore, these same 1,064 mem-
bers have nothing whatever to say in the fiscal affairs or operation of the
Associated Press.

_ Thus the 144 bondholding members cast 80 per cent of the total vote for
directors, while the 1,064 non-hondholding members east 20 per eent of the vote.

Does not this elearly demonstrate that there isn’t even a semblance of
mutualization or real co-operation?

Now for the second departure from real co-operation:

_In the ization of the A iated Press 208 members were granted
a right of protest against the election of any new members in the territory
considered qompetitive to these 208 memberships.

What did this “right of protest’ mean? It gave the holder the privilege
of notifying the Board of Directors that he objected to the election of a new

member in the territory over which his right to protest extended—and, unless
he gave the Directors a written waiver of his protest right the Directors were
powerless to act, but were compelled to refer the matter of the clection of
the new member to the full ing of the bers of the Associated Press,

and in that meeting it requires a vote of four-fifths of the members to over-
ride the protest right.

_Now, remember, this right is an invalun_ble proteetion—an insurance
against competition—a guarantee of the exelusiveness of your membershi
the only real and tangible thing about your Associated Press memherall)li—
that could give it asset value on your hooks, =

Here is a concrete spot news illustration :

In January‘ this year the sale of the morning membership of the New
York Commercial Bulletin was arranged. This membership ecarries the
protest right. The buyer is the New York Daily News. The price agreed upon
was $500,000 cash. The transfer was not to involve the delivery of a mail list,
any tangible property, or a single subscriber—merely the right to receive the
Associated Press news.

If you haven’t the protest right you haven’t this asset value. You mnst
realize that this is so when you remember how the membership protected the
protest right and exclusive memberships of the Baltimore News and the
Rochester Journal and Post Express, and declined to eleet new members in
these cities, even when the Directors unanimously recommended such eleetion.

And you may realize it all the more when we tell you that in the ecase
of the San Antonio Light, where no protest right existed, and the paper was
at the mercy of the Board of Directors, these Directors did, at their last
meeting, elect a competitor, the San Antonio News, to membership, in spite
of pleas not to do so. A large asset value was thus wiped out.

And further to show that this San Antonio News action was a hasty and
ill-considered step, we have only to show that when this new member was
elected he was bound by contract to the United Press with their wire in his
office until October, 1927, and when the Associated Press attempted to instal
its wire the new member was not able to receive it.

This precipitate and apparently ill-advised voting of a membership fol-
lowed swiftly on the heels of Mr. Hearst’s espousal of the programme of
equal votes and equal protest rights for all members.

So, you see, that while 208 members have an inalienable right as against
the Board of Directors, 1,000 members have no sueh right and are subject to
the unrestricted will of the Board of Direetors.

This campaign is being made in behalf of those 1,000 members who have
not that right of protest to make their rights in the Associated Press equal
to the rights of the other 208 members; to make the asset value of those 1,000
memberships as tangible as is the asset value of the other 208 memberships,
and to make the Associated Press a real co-operative organization.

‘We want the right of protest guaranteed to every member who has
been in good standing for a period of five years.

We therefore ask you to join with us in this movement to ehange the
by-laws of the Associated Press in such manner that it shall be what it
purports to be—a co-operative mutual organization. 5o

e prop ts of this t have secured the actlve_mdnr_sement
and assistance of William Randolph Hearst and his newspapers in their cam-
paign. Mr. Hearst has 445 bond votes and protest rights in fourteen meimn-
berships.

We solieit your co-operation.

& ; ;
ours for a' demoeratie Associated Press. PROXY COMMITTEE.
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NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA

MORGAN-FIELD & CO., Inc.
“CLOTHES OF MERIT”
114-116 SO. CLINTON ST.
CHICAGO Harch 1st, 1927.

The Times Publishing Co.,
El Dorado, Kansas,

Gentlemen:

You may rest assured that this Company is not the type
that does not pay their bills, However, we are without
knowledge as to the account of the Bl Dorado Times with
Greiner Brothers.

Mr. James Bunnell who appears sold some goods in con-
nection with Greiner Brothers is a solicitor for our
Company, but his contract does not permit him to incur

any obligations for our account without our knowledge
and consent.

Mr, Bunnell in our opinion is a high type man, and we
believe that if you will get in touch with him, the mat-
ter can be adjusted satisfactorily to you. MNr. Bunnell's
address is 718 Third St. Arkansas City, Kansas, and we
suggest that you send your statement and press copy to
him for attention.

Yours very truly,

MORGAN- E‘%
HSF:LH by : C/jé/d :
Manager,
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Thr Red Star Milling Compg

Wichita, Ransas,

1Taon
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‘mdzu-_-:'

H.F. FIELD J.A.CARPENTER E.R.JONES
VICE-PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
AND TREASURER AND SECRETARY

TIE 5 MAY STREETS

KANSAS CITY,MO.
Mayrch-1, 1927

Times Publishing Co.
El Dorado, Kans.

Gentlemen:

We are enclosing herewith a credit memorandum for
$5.29 to cover the gallon of red Padsit Compound
shiobped to you from Oklahoms City and covered by
our invoice of Iebruary 9th.

We regret that this can reached you in bad order
and are unable to account for the same, unless it
hes had extremely bad handling in transit. We are
entering another order for you and are giving our 0
Oklahoma City office speecial instructions to see
that the same is securely packed and we trust that
the next shipment will reach you in good condition.

Regretting the inconvenience caused you and awaiting
your future favors, we are

Yours very truly,

KANSAS CITY PAPER HOUSE

c

TES DEPARTMENT
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©.5. STAUFFER, EDiTOR - ESTABLISHED 1870

]

The Avkansas City Dailp Traneler
ARKANSAS CITY, KANSAS
March 2, 1927.

ir. Re A. Clymer,
Bl Doredo, kKansas.

Dear nollsa:;-

Just a note to let you know that the
Pittsburg deal is in the grind and as socon
as L get something a2 1little more definite
L will advise you. Bailey and Laubengayer
did not have what L considered a satisfactory
deal because their proposition was for them
to tazke a First mortgage and us to take a
second mortgage and the paper to be owned
50-50. The wey it looks now either they
will own it all or we will.

bincerely yours,

M

0SS: FS
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COMMITTER ASSIGNMENTS
EHAIRMAN OIL AND GAS
VICE CHAIRMAN PUBLIE UTILITIES
MEMBER JUDICIARY
OF SECOND cLAES

JUDICIAL APPORTIONMENT
LIVE STOCK
MINES AND MINING
RULES

. K. M. GEDDES

BENATOR TWENTY-FIFTH DIsSTRICT
EL DORADO. KANSAS

SENATE CHAMBER

March 2,1927.

Mr. R.A.Clymer,
ElDoredo, Kensas

Dear Clymer:

As you know,a Bill has passed
the House suthorizing the Board of County
Commissioners to reimburse the Chamber of Com=
merce for certain donations mede in acquiring
a site for the new County Infirmary building.
I wish you would advise me fully of all the
facts in your possession surrounding how this
donation wes made; who made it, and especially
whether the donation was made from the Chamber
of Commerce, or whether it was from some certain
individusl, and I would thank you for this in-
formation at once.

Very truly yours,

R W .G ko
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KANSAS AUTOMOBILE LICENSE
This eertifies that the party hereinafter named has duly registered for the
year end.mg December 31, 1927, the automobile described as follows:
e 088D 11,098,575
(Style.) (Engine number.)
A gl e B0 Badar 3850
and has been assigned for use thereon automobile license tag

No. 317086 R. A, Clymer
Eldorade, Kans,
1001 S, Denver
Butler Ceo.
3-3-27

Form No. 17 FRANK J. RYAN, Secretary of State.
11-3673- (READ OTHER SIDE.)
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

m&ﬂﬁ%}wﬁmﬁmmmmnwmmcummmmm
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It is to_give incorrect " incorrect number of r, o be
m~mhﬁt§’w‘,mm:¢cﬁnm N

e
s D o ol T TR
mhwﬁrﬂu}a‘n—um Get ame and read it

. . PRANK J. RYAN, Secretary of State.

CRELE
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ISAAC MILLER HAMILTON
FRANK B, FINCH PRESIDENT PHOMNE MARKET 2673
DISTRICT MANAGER 168 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE
119 NORTH MARKET STREET @ I:l_- e AGO,.
WICHITA, KANSAS . o B
Wichita, Kansas
m Mar. 3, 1927

Dear Mr. Clymers:

Please don't think I have forgotten our little chat
concerning Federal Advertisement which you are to run in a
few days. I have just been too busy to work up. to this
and what line-- and I am not triplets yet

I am planning to run s large ad with you about Wed.
T want to come over there early MMon. morning with the copy,
in the hope that it can be set as early as conveniently poss~
ible that day, while I am working. around in the oil fields
near Midian. Then I will come right back in to see the proof
on it, then hurry back to Wichita. If my present plans cam
be carried out, and I c¢an have Page three, I will want about
18 or 20 inches by 4 columns.

You have doubtless seen the ad in the Augusta paper
which has ‘plled fine.

Yours eincerely,

P.S. Besidee the cut of Jake's check, and this ad will also
l ontain a cut of Jake, himself.

x

v7,ife Insurance, like false teeth,
Fills many a hungry mouth."

THE COMPANY'S BUILDING
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