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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Notegram

To Rolla Clymer:
I thought with all of the holiday accidents and such - this little poem
might make people think just a little bit more. If you can't use it, it
is perfectly all right with me - I just did it on the spur of the mément,
sort of a hobby of mine.

Happy New Year 1}

Sotma

Norma L. (Gregersen) Martin

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36878/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36879/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

SOCIETY

Kansas Memory KA

Rolla Clymer correspondence

THE CLAY CENTER DISPATCH THE TIMES
Harry WValentine, Editor - Daily Mrs. James Martyn, Editor - Weekly

The
CLAY CENTER PUBLISHING COMPANY

PUBLISHING ® JOB PRINTING
Phone 227

Clay Center, Kansas
Roila Clymer
ZlDorado Times
ElDorado,Kans.
Dear i .Clymsr :

Do you have an extra mat of yoursslf
lyipg around that you'd let us have to use
in connection with your Saturday trip?

The only one I Bind here of you is so
o.d that it doesn't even look like yoa--much
lass like Abs.

Since 1'mw not at the Journal-“orld

gnymore, I don't see you, but I do keep track

of your doings and sayings, and 1 still re-
member with pleasure yours and lr. Murray's
i

conversation the night we wergs guesis 4d tus

Stocktons gewera. years ago.
Sinferely,

&/ /,_/,z/%

(lirs.) Ruth 5. Love
News tditor
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P.0. Box 167
Coffeyville, Kansas,
December 1959

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, Editor
ElDorade, Kansas.

Dear Editor:

I was delighted with the part you played
as Lincoln, according to Associated Press, under date
of the 3rd inst. I have always wondered about the
speeches of Lincoln in Kansas, and was gratified to
note that Lincoln was not an admirer of John Brown.

Do you think the Methodist Church in
Atchison would be a good place for a marker? The
Daughters of the American Colonists are planning to
mark a few important places of historical interest,
for their part of the Centenial Celebration, I have
been made Special Chairman of that committee for them.

Of course, we shall work more or less in-

dependently as a group, but I shall be very happy to
have any suggestions.

Congratulations and best wishes on the part
you are playing. (

C iall =5 \\\
G

illie Karns Newman
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From the Leavenworth Daily Times, December 6, 1859, page 2, col. 1.

Mr. Lincoln.

This gentleman leaves us this morning for the East. His short stay
in Kansas has been full of significance. He has met a reception that would
be accorded to but few in the nation, and he has sown seed that cannot but
be productive of great good. We part with him regretfully and we echo but
the sentiments of our people when we wish for him a long life and the honors
befitting such a gallant captain in the army of Freedom.

Abe Lincoln came to us no stranger but his presence and his words
/ have drawn him closer to our hearts. He is our friend - the friend of Kansas -
and he will ever find the latch-string out when he may choose to honor us
with another visit. Full of gratitude for services rendered, of admiration
for his heroic qualities we bid honest Abe a kind and heart-felt farewell.
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From the Leavenworth Daily Times, December 5, 1859, page 2, col. 2.

Mr. Lincoln's Speech.

We desire to dwell briefly upon the speech made by Mr. Lincoln,
and as our brother methodists so often say, to make an exhortation after it.

The first characteristic of Mr. Lincoln is truthfulness.

He has no clap trap in or about him. He is simple and downright.

No matter how he deals with parties, or the measures of parties, he deals
with them plainly and justly. No speaker, in our belief, is freer from preju-
dice, or those passions which cloud intellect or narrow it. He sees what
he believes to be truth and he presents it as he sees it. Men of of heart
and of truth, consequently, consider what he urges, whether they agree with
him or not.

The second characteristic of Mr. Lincoln is, common sense.

Oratory is an art. The mellow voice falls sweetly on the ear, and the
rounded period dies away as a musical note. Yet there may be - often there
is - no grit, no marrow, no food for reflection or thought - on the part of those
thus gifted. It is all manner - passionate, persuasive, vehement - but it is
the passion the persuasion, the vehemence, generally of shallow feeling or
animal impulse, and nothing more. Mr. Lincoln, on the contrary, taking a
broad common sense view of principles and measures, presents and argues them
with a broad common sense strength. He is clear and solid. His clearness and
solidity, too, are felt, must be felt by bitterest opponents, save those among
them who live upon the stimulus of party, or who seek to lead party.

Mr. Lincoln, consequently, is true to principle without being ultra.

He plays no part, and he would have no political organization play a
part, in State or national affairs. There is the Constitution of the Union. He
stands by it and will do so while he lives. There is its great principle of
freedom. He will compromise that for no triumph - yield it up for no defeat.
Either the slaveholder has the right under the Constitution to bring his human
chattels into the Territories of the Union, or he has not. If he has, we must
submit. If he has not, we must restrain him. Hence he repudiates Squatter
Sovereignty, and all and every clap trap which conceals or seeks to conceal the
true issue, and he does it, too, with a force of logic which cannot be success-
fully resisted - with a power of reasoning which no mind or party can overthrow.

But better yet, Mr. Limcoln is full of hope and of faith.

The impatient sink down after defeat, and the impulsive grow weary after
victory. He avoids both errors, and the people must avoid them, if they would
defend their own rights or secure their own progress. It is the iron will - it is
the steady and oft repeated blow - it is the energy which never flags after victory
or pales before defeat - which conquers. - All history establishes this truth.
All human experience proves it. Looking, then, to the progress of the cause of
constitutional liberty, in the near past, and to the certainty of its success in
the future, Mr. Lincoln earnestly advocates the use of those means essential
to win it. What is worth having, is worth working for. Let us be hopeful and
active - let us have faith, and never tire whether defeat or victory crown our
efforts.

Mr. Lincoln's visit will do good to the Territory. No man can speak as
he speaks or work as he works, without sowing seed which will bear rich fruits.
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From the Leavenworth Daily Times, December 3, 1859, page 2, col. 1.

HON. ABE LINCOLN
Speaks To-Night
AT STOCKTON'S HALL.

The Hon Abe Lincoln is on Kansas soil, He has spoken at Elwood,
Troy and Doniphan. Last night he spoke at Atchison, To-day at noon he
arrives in Leavenworth. To-night he speaks at Stocktons. Let us give the
gallant champion of Freedom a reception befitting his great talents, his
stirring eloquence, his noble-hearted devotion to the cause of Liberty.
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