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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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CONFIDENTIAL TO MR. CLYMER
TiE WALNUT VALLEY STATE BANK oare Dec. 11, 1959 PaoE 3,

o

-

and 50% to the Butler County Historical Society., Mr.
Moon said he felt the B.C.H.S. should accept 47.5%,
and I told him I would report his sentiments to our
group; I would not recommend less than 50%, but I
was willing to be overruled.

Mr. Moon stated that he preferred a formula basis be-
cause he fully expects Augusta and area to overtake
El Dorado and area, and thereby gain proportionately
as time goes by.

As I said, I am supposed to receive a digest of the
proceedings from Morris; so when I receive it we can
get together and make sure we agree with the proposals.

Yours very truly,

d W. Stone
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December 11’ 1959 801 HARRISON

TOPEKA, KANSAS

TELEFHONE:
CE 5-0011 EXT. 1961

Mr, Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Attached is a copy of my letter to Fred Brimkerhoff regarding
my feelings on the reenactment of Lincoln's visit to Kansas.

I want to thank you very much for your efforts. All Kansas
is proud of you; and I, of course, am very happy to have you
as one of my co-workers in the celebration of the Kansas
Centennial.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Simcerely yours,

1
Maurice E. Fager
Chairman

ENC.
cc F. W. Brinkerhoff
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STAUFFER PUBLICATIONS, INC.

TOPEKA,  KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 11, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

To meet the higher educational needs of Kansas both now and in the immediate
years ahead Kansas needs to plan wisely and well. What is done now in training
Kansas youth may be said advisedly to be of first importance.

The University at Lawrence, the Kansas State University at Manhattan, and the
State Colleges at Emporia, Hays and Pittsburg are at a critical juncture.

To discuss the future you and a score of others who are known to be conscious
of the educational needs are being invited to come to Topeka on December 21 and
meet at 12 noon at the Hotel Jayhawk and discuss this prospect. You are not going
to be asked for money but only to help in trying to solve some of the critical
needs of college education in Kansas.

You have been told of the burgeoning influx about to take over our colleges.
What actually is needed? That's our true concern. We have been assured Chancellor
Murphy of the University and President McCain of Kansas State University will re-
spond to our call to outline the true needs and answer questions to the best of
their ability.

The names of those below have been invited. Your advice will be wanted if
and as it is necessary to take action and if additional names are to be added to
the group. Also should a permanent committee be needed there will be elected a
chairman other than the undersigned.

With a new year in the offing, time is of the essence. Won't you write us
that you'll be present.

e

A i

Evan Griffit Oscar Stauffer

J. Hamilton Abrahams, Mrs. Verne W. Alden, Ross Beach, Huck Boyd, Maurice
Breidenthal, W. D. P. Carey, Charles Chandler, Rolla Clymer, Clarence Coleman,
Harry Colmery, Laird Dean, Jerry Driscoll, Bob Finney, Evan Griffith, Jack Harris,
Cliff Hope, Sr., B. L. Humphreys, Henry Jameson, Robert Jennison, Lloyd Kerford,
Dr. Charles M. Kimball, Alf M. Landon, Dale Maxwell, Les McCoy, Thomas McNally,
Dr. Karl Menninger, Dr. Laurence S. Nelson, Henry D. Parkinson, Walter Pierce,
Wayne Rogler, R. W. Samuelson, J. Earl Schaefer, Mrs. Roy Seaton, Charles Shaver,
and Oscar Stauffer.
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EDWARD H. REES o
Ars DistricT, KANSAS EMBER, COMMITTEE 0N
PosT Orrice anp CiviL Service

Congress of the United States

FBouse of Representatives
Washington, B. &,

Emporila, Kansas
December 11, 1959

Dear Rolla:

You did splendidly in depicting Abrsham

Lincoln in his trip over northeastern Kansas.
You are a real actor. Congratulations.

Sincerely,

o

5 c-j"j'/‘/ 2 /\:5

lir. Rolla Clymer
Editor, The El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas
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The Salina Journal

WHITLEY AUSTIN SALINA, KANSAS
EDITOR

TELEPHONE
TA 3-6363

“Yecember 12th

Dear Rolla,

Thank you for your extremely kind
letter.

I'm quite serious in wanting an autographed
picture of you and Brinkerhoff in your Lincoln regalia,
if you can persuadeyfthe news photogs to dig one up.

In the first place I love you bothj in the second, I N\
think the Lincoln affeir symbolice ‘/“M’ QT

As for the White award, may I CameeeGeGtSide

suggest Jack. His editorial writing and parzgraphing
have never received quite the recognition they deserve.

—_—
Best,
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KANSAS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY R Aok oty Eepaome

JEROME C. BERRYMAN, ASHLAND, VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE L. ANDERSON. LAWRENCE, VICE-PRESIDENT

NYLE H. MILLER, SECRETARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

WILL T. BECK, HoLToNn
EDGAR LANGSDORF, ASSISTANT SECRETARY CHARLES M, CORRELL, MANHATTAN

MRS. LELA BARMES, TREASURER JOHN S. DAWSON, ToPExa
STANLEY D. SOHL, MUSEUM DIRECTOR FRANK HAUCKE, COUNCIL GROVE
ALBERTA PANTLE, LIBRARIAN T. M. LILLARD, TGPEKA
ROBERT W. RICHMOND, STATE ARCHIVIST

KIRKE MECHEM, EDITOR

December 12, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer, Editor
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Many thanks for the copy. We can prepare it for the
printer more easily than you, considering your back-breaking
schedule. We'll read the galley proofs and send a set for
your reading, too.

We don't have too much room in this issue, so it looks
as if we'll have to hold the introductory matter to a minimum.
However, with a little tying together, I think the talks will
speak for themselves.

You'll get to see what we've done, and alterations can be
made should you desire,

Meanwhile, old fellow, my heartiest best wishes for a
happy Holiday season to the Clymers.

Cordially,

U

Secretary

1861—Centennial of Kansas Statehood—1961
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The Pittsburg Headlinht THE Pirrssurc Sun
EVENINGS

EXCEPT SUNDAY MORNINGS
s EXCEPT MONDAY

Established 1887

Established 1915

THE PITTsBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
Dec, 14, 1959

Rolla A. Clymer
The Times
E1l Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

I have heard and seen nothing but the most favorable reports

of Abe Lincoln and his visit to Kansas in 1959. I say again
that it was a marvelous job that you did and the speeches

vou delivered made a splendid contribution to Kansas historical
literature. 1 am hopeful that the success of this venture

as shown by the publicity that was givento it will have an
effect on our apyroprgation. Lt has opened the eyes of the
legislators, I am sure, and the governor, too.

Thad Sandstrom was 2t the house last night and left twelve or
fifteen minutes worth of TV tape, sound and all, which we are
onine tn nut on for Pearl tonight--August Simion and the girls
at the house., I am going to keep the tape here but will have
to return the machine to WIEW. Thad also brought me down a
dozen still shots which are very fine. Lf he has not sent
some to you, I will ask him to do so, or I will send these
over to you for perusal.

Pearl got a tremendous kick out of them when she looked at

them this morning. The one that gave her the biggest laugh

was the shot of the three of us--you and Gardiner and myself--in
the buggy.

Ipcidentally, she is gaining in speech nearly every day. Aside
from this trouble she is in perfect heaith now.

Have you heard arything from old Nosey--the o 1d hillbilly?

Sincerely,

W. Brinkerhoff
Fhbils

PS Ihe AP tells me that three pictures were serviced on the
wire photo network, two of the pictures moved regqopally
in the southwest, one was senﬂnationwide. In addition
pictures were moved into the state service and telemats
were sent to papers in six states not on the network. :
Furthermore, the advance story was given wide play. FWE
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KANSAS GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

WICHITA 1, KANSAS

December 16, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer, Publisher
The El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I note with considerable pride, your
editorial about the company in the El Dorado
Times on December 14.

As always, we appreciate your comments.
It is certainly nice to know our old friends are still
behind us and wish us well,

With Best Wishes for the Holiday Season
and the Coming Year,

/Sinc erely,

/

/

GWE/mb

cc - Mr, A, R, Loyd

1909 - 1959
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KANSAS STATE T

EACHERS COLLEGE

EMPORIA, KANSAS

Rolla Clymer, Bditor
Doradeo Times
Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

President King and I want y
your time and trouble in coming

December

17

ou to ]‘.n ow how I-l‘.ll:h we
to Emporia last week

appreciate
to draw

up the Articles of Incorporation of the Friends of the Library

in Kansas. More than that, you

vigorous support of education f

realization of the fundamental
American electorate, all show y
future of the book in our socie

One thing we know is that if books are made freely available,

people will read them eagerly,

new rural boek service brings i
The most effective thing we can
in our communities all over the
better school and public librar

The establishment of a stro

Kansas Libraries is a landmark
best of luck on your adventure
support of the Kansas State Tea
White Library, and the Library

r devotion to reading,
or all Kansas citizens

your
, and your

values for today's informed

our continuing concern

ty.

for the

Every new library opening or

n whole new sets of re

aders.

all do together is to go out
state to work for better and

y service.

ng and influential Friends of

in our state. We wish

a pledge to you the
chers College, the Wil
Schoel at Emporia.

Sincerely yours,

John E. King, Presiden

Richards,

you the
dedicated
liam Allen

t

Librarian
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=== WESTERN UNION (&=

'l':‘dl “l.E:—r;-l:- DL =Day Letrer

unless char- NL=Night Letter

= TELEGRAM N
in the date li & telegrams is STANDARDTIMEMwlne:::d‘n,ﬂnuu(rdplhﬂmﬂkiﬁuwnraduﬁnm

'<A025 MB297 e bl R 3
M LLA338 PD=WUX MINNEAPOLIS MINN 18 324PMCS
R A CLYMERs TIMES PUBLISHING CO=

ELDORADO KANS=

SHIPPING YOUR DECEF:ﬂBER NEWSPRINT CAR TODAY IN CP—142127.

WILL TRACE=
L M JACOBSON M & O PAPER COe

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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WIBW - WIBW-TV
CBS Radio CBS - ABC-NBC-TV
Stauffer Publications

I'OPEKA, KANSAS - CRestwood 2-345¢

December 18, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer
ElDorado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer

I have sent the negatives of the pictures which we took at Troy, Atchison,
and Leavenworth to Nyle Miller at the Historical Society and he is going

to make a full set of prints for you. You should be receiving them within
the next few days.

We are saving the film which we made which was shown on WIBW-TV on Saturday
night, December 5, and plan to show it at the next meeting of the Centennial
Commission, I hope that you will have an opportunity to see it because I
am sure you will enjoy it,

Best wishes for the holidays.

Cordially yours

%‘?(/ %A‘dﬁ&aﬂémﬂ—' 5 T

Thad M, Sandstrom
General Manager

TMS:ap

cc Nyle Miller

New York Atlanta Dallas Los Angeles San Francisco Seattle Detroit Chicago

REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY AVERY-KNODEL, INC,
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easons

The g\/niggtﬁ. of the Swallows

Present Their
“—Annual Christmas é‘ympaaium“
And request your company
Jatmdfay, December SNineteenth, =Nineteen FHundred and Qiﬂy-d\ﬂ'ne

Cocktails at High Moon, Lunchean at One Hotel El Dorado, Sympasium Grill

— =
-, 3
Vot o Aiotitn. -,QL_,-.MA./
s

Your Hosts for 1959

Abels Oil Company Morrison Producing Company
American Petrofina Company of Texas Saco Qil Company

John C. Graves Frank W. Strait

Gross Drilling Company J. H. Wagner Drilling Company
J. W. Kirkpatrick R. ). Wixson Drilling Company
MeClure Motor Company W. H. Rex and ). E. Morris

J. B. McKay and J. B. McKay, Jr.
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@he Pittsburg Headlinht T s S
EVENINGS

EXCEPT SUNDAY MORNINGS
e EXCEPT MONDAY

Established 1887

Established 1915

TuE PITTsBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
Dee.: 19, 1959

Rolla A. Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

Your letter overwheims me--and your card the same. Let us drop
the discussion here as to who did what in northeastern Kansas.
The celebration was a success and I am sure it gave our state
celebration plans a very helpful shove,

You say you hope I am busy, too. Never have been more so.
Business was not good in November and we have nothing to brag
about for December. But we never worked any harder., In addition
+n various other responsibilities 1 got out Christmas cards to
the number of 461 to date and I addressed every envelope myself.
I was determined that everybody who has sent a letter or card

to Pearl would have a card from her. About 300 individuals have
sent her 625 cards since she first went to the hospital. Then
there were innumerable letters and our niece, Betty Gibson, wrote
136 letters of acknowledgment of gifts and flowers and other
things. I knew you would be interested,

So here we are with jingle bells sounding again. I say to you
as I have said before, nothing is so precious at any time, not
only at Christmas time, as the appreciation of real friendship.
And I want you to know that I appreciate your friendship more
than I can ever express. 1 appreciate its sincerity, its
unselfishness and its frankness.

With every good wish for you and yours from now on indefinitely

and speaking for Pearl who feelsas I do and long has shared my
interest in Clymer,

FuWB:1ls

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36832/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

©. S5, STAUFFER. PUBLISHER

The Arkansas ity Daily Traveler
CLLL il e dman ot
ARKANSAS CITY., KANSAS

Dec. 20, 1959

REX wWoODS
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Dear 0ld One:

COngratuall},ions. You and Dave did a fine job,
{135 4

I wish I could be 40 again and have all that damned

advertising.

Cordially, Merry Christmas
)
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G. W EVANS

PRESIDENT

KANSAS GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

WICHITA 1, KANSAS

December 21, 1959

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, Publisher
The El1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Congratulations upon the 40th Anniversary of
The El Dorado Times. You and your paper have been a
dominant influence for progress in El Dorado and Butler
County. Also you have been on the side of every worth-
while project for this area and for the State of Kansas.

I hope that you personally have many more
years of active service for your paper and community and
that The El Dorado Times continues to be a leader in the
future as it has been in the past. I know that you can take
justifiable pride in this accomplishment during the last 40
years.

With kindest personal regards and best wishes.

.Si;'lcerely,

/
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The SOUTH CENTRAL KANSAS
w1y Econamic Development Council

i .

I i
|
L !

300 MILLER BUILDING
WICHITA, KANSAS
PHONE FOrest 3-1247

H. W. KRATZER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

DIRECTORS

DONALD D. HICKMAN, CHAIRMAN
ARKANSAS CITY

ROLLA A. CLYMER, VICE CHAIRMAN
EL DORADO

MESTOR R. WEIGAND, VICE CHAIRMAN
WICHITA

December 22, 1959

HARRY BAUERSFELD
WELLINGTON

LOUIS G. CHARLTON
MEWTON

1. D. CONWAY TO: BOARD OF DIRECTCRS

MCPHERSON

LYNN LAWRENCE
EL DORADO

It is with anticipation of service to the South Central
Kansas area that I have accepted the honor you have extended

WILLIAM M. PIERCE

MARION to me as Chairman of the South Central Kansas Economic

WAYNE L. POLAND
KINGMAN

DON P. WARNER
WICHITA

Development Councile I know that with your help we will be
able to advance the interests of our entire area, and of
the commnities located in the region.

DALE W. WHITAKER
HUTCHINSON

R. H, ZIMMERMAN In order that we may proceed with the development of our
SRHEEE plans, and the contimmed implementation of the program
which has been so ably carried out under the direction of
Mr. Donald Hickman, the immediate past chairman, I am suge
gesting that you mark your calendar for Jamuary 13th as the
date of a meeting to be held in Wichita, at L 200 pem., to
provide an opportunity for further discussion.

You will receive a notice containing further details prior
to the meeting.

I want to express my personal appreciation to you for your
support, and extend My Best Wishes for the Holiday Seascne

Sincerely yours,

MARION McPHERSON RENO SEDGWICK SUMNER

BUTLER COWLEY HARPER HARVEY KINGMAN
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