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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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TOPEKA

July 6, 1959

Mr. Richard W. Robbins
423 North Main
Pratt, Kansas

Dear Dick:
It was fine of you to remember us with a copy of Rolla's
remarks at the naming of Lake Clymer. As usual, he knew what to

say, and said it beautifully. I wish I could have been present.

The more I've come to know Rolla the more I try to search

out his editorial columns, marveling over his pearls of wisdom about
many things. So I had noticed his splendid editorial about the Santa
Fe's gift of the station. All the clippings you sent were most welcome,
however, and I agree 100% with you about inflation. It's a cancer

that will destroy us all, if unchecked.

We're real happy to retain you on our board, for it's an honor
to us, tool

Drop around sometime when you have a few minutes to spare
in Topeka.

Meanwhile, with kindest personal regards and best wishes, I am

Cordially,

%gé .
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18€61-19€1
July 7, 1959

BO1 HARRISON
TOPEKA, KANSAS

TELEPHONE:
CE 5-0011 ExT. 1981

Mr. R. A, Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

During my discussion this morning
with Maurice Fager, it was decided thsat
a Board of Directors meeting of the Kansas
Centennial Commission should be held for
numerous decisions.

I have made reservation for lunch
at twelve o'clock, July 17, at the Jayhawk
Hotel. Please plan to attend and confirm
Your acceptance.

Kindest personal regards.

Dale W. MeCoy
Executive Director
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Uby 8y 1959

DEAR MR. CLYMER:
|F THE ENCLOSED RUBBING OF THE PROPOSED TABLET FOR
THE LIBRARY IS SATISFACTORY PLEASE MAIL ON TO THE FOUNDRY.

| 'M ENCLOSING AN ADDRESSED LABEE. |IT LOOKS OK TO ME BUT |
WANTED YOUR APPROVAL BEFORE ORDERING.

YOURS 5

AP ROE N

Wm. N. CATON, ARCHITECT - - - WINFIELD, KANSAS
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THE CARTHAGE EVENING PRESS

527 SOUTH MAIN STREET ® PHONE FL 8:2191

CARTHAGE, MISSODURI

E. L. DALE
EDITOR

July 8, 1959

Mr, Rolla Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
E1l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:
Belatedly, I admit, but better that way than never,

congratulations on the honor bestowed upon you by yvour
state in naming a lake for you,

ch
I mow that isa.tribute richly deserved and T was happy
to note our mitual friend, Fred Brinkerhoff, was the
speaker on Clymer day.

Am always happy to see my fellow editors receive recog-
nition. I know how hard we all struggle to better the
communities in which we live and all too often these
labors are accepted as a matter of fact,

So I Join your friends and neighbors in great big salute.
May all good things continue to come to the Clymer eclan.

Incidentally, we have great admirer of yours, who is soon
to wed a Carthage man, Ralph Holiday, manager of the Atlas
powder plant here and a fine chap, She is Mrs, Margaret
Speck of Joplin, the former Margaret Haynes of El1 Dorado,
We all belong to a Tuesday night dinner club and Mrs. Speck
and I have formed a mutual admiration society for one Rolla
Clymer., BShe says the families are close friends and that
you and her father are extremely fond of each other,
Undoubtedly, Margaret will send you an announcement of

the forthcoming event, Formal anncuncement hasn't been
made as yvet,

I cut clippings from Mr, Brinkerhoff's Headlight on your
honor to send to Margaret and lost them., I am a poor
housekeeper., Talked to Fred the other day and asked for
clippings. Have them on my desk now to send to Mrs. Speck,
Sincerely,
e\ LS

G! r

E, L. Dale

ELD/Dbfp
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HARRY DARBY
AN s A AR A

July 9, 1959

Dear Rolla:

I have just read the fine editorial "Good Works
Recognized” in the Kansas City Kansan regarding
the naming of Lake Clymer and the dinner honoring
you for your many years of effort in bringing
attention to the productiveness and charm of the
Flint Hills and the bluestem area.

This is indeed a highly singular honor -- one

which you richly deserve -- and your many friends

are happy to see you receive this fine recognition.

All best wishes -- and kindest regards.

Sincerely,

Harry Darby

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, Editor
E1 Dorado Times
E1 Dorado, Kansas
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The Kansas University Endowment Association

University of Kansas
Lawrence
July 10, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

Recently I visited with Clyde Reed, and he suggested that we should try to
interest a friend of yours, Mr. J. E. Morris, in the University. Clyde thought
it would not be out of order for me to write you for your thoughts and suggestions
as to how this might be best done.

I understand that Mr. Morris is a wealthy man, has no immediate family, and
is not a college graduate.

There are so many things here at KU--and at colleges and universities through-
out the world, for that matter--that should be done, yet cannot be accomplished
for lack of funds. Most of these things resolve themselves directly or indirectly
into a better education for a greater number of young people.

Clyde himself has contacted me in an effort to help a girl who graduated from
the Parsons High School where she was valedictorian. Without financial help,
she cannot hope to go ahead as she should.

Before me on my desk is a letter from John Conard concerning a girl who was
the valedictorian this spring at Greensburg--a girl who is the eldest of five
children and whose father recently died of a heart attack. Two of the children
are of pre-school age. It is rather obvious that this young woman can go
ahead with her education at this point only if someone is willing and able to
help her.

These two young ladies are not exceptions but typical of hundreds of young

people that turn to us, either directly or through interested friends, for assistance.
It is this sort of story that I like to tell to people like Mr. Morris, and I would
appreciate an opportunity to do so in his instance. I understand that he has

little or no knowledge of the University and wonder if it would be possible for

you to bring him as a guest to the campus sometime this fall, either on occasion of
a football game or some other event, so that we might acquaint him with KU. I
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Mr. Rolla Clymer July 10, 1959

will be guided entirely by your judgement in the matter and certainly would
appreciate any thoughts or suggestions that you might have.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

Irvin E. Youngberg
Executive Secretary
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3

RICHARD ROBBINS
423 N. Main St. Phone GR 23215 July' 10, 1959
PRATT, KANSAS

Dear Rolla:

Thank you for your recent note. I will try my
hand on Marion. I am not optomistic about results.

I wish you would let me know the next time Betty
travels on the Santa Fe. I would like to see to it
that every courtesy is extended to her.

Hope to see you in Wichita tomorrow.
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RICHARD ROBBINS
423N, MainSt.  Phone GR 2-3215
PRATT, KANSAS

P. S. Will you kindly send me a copy of the paper
in which you gave my letter to Thruston B. Morton
the publicity of which Marion speaks.

RWR
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GRAND CANYON LINE
THE INDIAN-DETOURS

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company

Railway Exchange, 80 East Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 4, Illinois
OFFICE OF
R. T. ANDERSON, GENERAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC MANAGER
General Passenger Traffic Manager
HUGH N. DAVIS,
Assistant General Passenger Traffic Manager
N i Traffic
if t General P _ 3
H. ¢. JOHNSTON, Chicago, July 13th, 1959

Asslstant General Passenger Traffic Manager

File: A A-174%

Mr. R, A, Clymer

Fditor and General Manager
The E1 Doradoc Times

E1l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

Your letter arrived while I was taking a vacation (2)
which was spent at home catching up on two-weeks of chores
Mrs, Anderson had assigned for me.

You may be sure had I known of the occasion of naming
Clymer Lake, as well as the presentation of the Santa Fe
Depot, I would have made every effort to have been on hand.
Also, my face is red because I did not know Mrs. Clymer was
using our line on July 9th - I certainly would have rolled
out the official red carpet for her. If by chance she is

coming back on our line will you please give me the date
that I may somehow redeem myself in her good graces.

I am sure you can realize the pressure that we are
under now in this passenger business, but the SFPORPB
seems to be making friends and influencing people to the
extent I think the venture is going to be well worthwhile.
It is through the kind cooperation of such good persons as
yourself that we can stay in this business possibly for a
long time to come.

Incidentally, there is enclosed a membership card for
Mrs. Clymer, as you requested in your letter, and I hope
she uses it on every occasion possible as We are very
serious about the results we expect to obtain from em-
ployees in cooperation with this project. If you have any
other suggested names for the roster of this Society do not
hesitate to let me have them as the membership is free and
we hope it grows to a million or more.

Business is good as always in the summertime.
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Mr. R, A. Clymer:

I suppose by now all of the wheat has been put by and
the Flint Hills are being used with the many cattle who
thrive so well in that area.

Give my kindest regards to all and I do hope if you
should come this way you will drop in and see me,

Sincerely,

o .f/
;;/ﬁ/v
He . AnderZ)n

/

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36349/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36350/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36351/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

Rolla Clymer correspondence

[7357)
HOME STATE BANK . HORTON, KANSAS W e

MMW-—— /CA V“\&k LA //\N‘_‘JU/-/]/\&—' /WT
W) IA v/ueaﬁ AR ”M e M %
7 A J@’m{

L//WA‘/ /i‘uj\_[_/u L‘(‘
’///'Lt //d{ﬂv/[ i

/{/[{ uffﬁ?fzw ” /ﬁfy/’/’"ﬂ

% M/U( gj ?7%

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 36352/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

¢

i: RICHARD ROBBINS
' 423 N. Main St. Phone GR 2-3215
PRATT, KANSAS

July 1k, 1959

Dear Rolla:

I guess you have heard that Ward McGinnis had
a heart attack. Pat Pedroga told me about it at
Wichita. I gather that the worst is over for Ward.

You might like to drop him a line.

oA
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THE PARSONS SUN

CLYDE M. REED, JR. Publisher
PARSONS, KANSAS

July 1, 1959

Mr. R. A. Clymer, Editor
The Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Sir:

That was & stirring tribute you pald 0ld Nosey
and his clan in your columns on Saturday and I can
hear the o0ld fellow now telling his grandpups: "That
man in El Dorado is really our friend."

It is deserved recognition, too, and we are
going to do our bit here in spreading the fame of
0ld Nosey and his kind by reprinting your piece today .

Meanwhile a copy of this letter is going to our
Crawford County Comrade to let him know that 0ld
Nosey's friends are ever on the move. That cold day
in January when we saw him scurrying across the barren,
shivering hills of Butler comes alive agaln.

Yours/fg;Kf;:;r jackrabblts,

Vre

yde M. Reed

CMR : sm

cc: F. W. Brinkerhoff

MEMBER ASSOCIATED PRESS EVEMINGS EXCEPT SUNDAY
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MURRAY INSURANCE, INC.

Carl Murray “Hobe" Murrey Ruth A, Murray

EL DORADD, KANSAS

July 15th, 1959.

Mr. R. A. Clymer,
El Dorado Library Board,
El Dorado, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Clymer:

We have been writing 'form' letters today regarding our purchase of the

R. C. Loomis Insurance Agency, but this is more than a form letter for the
reason that we know the situation regarding insurance for the library will
be changing right away.

Now in our purchase of Mr. Loomis' agency we find where he has a pelicy covering
in amount of $2,000 on the present building and $2,000 on the contents. This

has been, in fact still is a five year policy which will expire January lst, 1960,
and of course any questions regarding it in any way we shall be glad to answer

or find out if necessary.

May we ask at this time, that our agency be considered when writing the insurance
coverage for the new building and contents, not only for this policy which we
have purchased from Mr. Loomis but for our agency in its own right.

Yours very truly,
Tty @ Jlwiadf

for, Murray Insurance, InC.
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Republican National Committee

1625 EYE STREET, NORTHWEST ° WASHINGTON 6, D. C. . NATIOMAL 8-6800

THRUSTON B. MORTON
CHAIRMAN

July 16, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer
Eldorado
Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

I want to express to you my appreciation for your
graciousness, as a member of the reception committee, in
greeting me on my visit to Wichita. It was the finest wlecome
I have been given since becoming Chairman.

Our group from the National Headquarters received
both inspiration and encouragement from the large turnout
at the meeting. Judging from the enthusiasm and the spirit
of the 'will to do' of those present, I got the firm impression
that in 1960 Kansas will once again regain its title as the
great Republican Citadel of the Middle West.

Sincerely yours,

TBM:AHR
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