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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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Mes. Jemes G. McKinney
} [arl{lc)rcl, ]‘:EU\S{I-‘S

April 13,1959

Mr. R. A, Clymer
The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorade, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

Thank you so much for your note in re the woman
of the week, Paul Juelfs sent the clipping of your
column. Must say that I am pleased and delighted but
all this makes me feel humble indeed.

One of these days I want to drop in and visit
with you on this subject of watersheds. Every good
movement seems to have a multitude of powerful
adversaries, I firmly believe that one day a young
and skillful David will find the wvulnerzable spot
of the giant Philistine opponent and knock him cold.

Yesterday I saw truckload after truckload of
cattle entering the turnpike at Emporia. The attendant
told me they were headed for the hills. It seems a
bit early to me but these hills of ours can take
many punishments, including burning and too-early
grazing, and somehow survive.

Sincerely,

( 7 ;
e
&
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RICHARD ROBBINS
423 N. Main St. Phone GR 2.3215 April 13, 1959
PRATT, KANSAS
Dear Rolla:

That was a fine article you wrote about the Roglers.
Tt is a well deserved tribute and I am sure was pleasing
to the Roglers. The editorial on the Roglers was fine
too.

I am hoping to spend more time in the Flint Hills
this year than I have in past seasons and I am looking

forward to visiting with you.

S
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Executive OFFICE

STATE OF KANSAS

‘ToPEEA
April 15, 1858

GEORGE DOCKING
GOVERNOR

Dear Mr, Clymer:

1 am enclosing your commission of appointment

as a member of the Board of Directors of the Kansas

Centennial Commission,

It would be a service to this office if you
would take your oath before your county clerk or a
notary public, complete the loyalty affidavit, and

return both of these forms direct to the office of the

Secretary of State here in Topeka.

Be assured that Governor Docking considers it

a personal privilege to have had the opportunity to

make this appeointment,

Sincerely,

GENE SULLIVAN
Executive Secretary

GS:ps
Mr, R, A, Clymer

The E1 Dorado Times
El1 Dorade, Kansas
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SHOWING $250,000 GAIN PER YEAR FOR THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS USING OUR CIRCULATION SERVICES

m//iamd C)ircu/ah'on &wice C’ompany

U JEe aets s, 20rs g oy

General Manager
Duluth, Minnesota

Mr. R. A. Clymer, General Manager
The ElDorado Times
ElDorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

I am happy we were able to visit om the phone about an
appointment to discuss the possibility of our compeny serving you
in your circulation department.

Naturally, I went the meeting to be scheduled at your convenience.
I vill suggest a Saturday afternoon meeting, which could take place
at approximately 3:30 P.M. on April 25, 1959. If this is OK with
your schedule. I might mention if Sunday is a better day for you,
and you prefer it to Saturday afternoon, I will be gquite happy to
be there April 26. On the other hand, if a weck-end meeting is
inconvenient for you, I can arrange to be in your office Monday,
Bullding April 2T7th.

Sound 2
mé:hﬁm As we mentioned on the phone, Mr. Clymer, our company is presently
with soundrorking for these other Kansas dailies: The Daily Union; Junction

Proven City, The Daily News; Hays, and the Journal-World; Lawrence. I am

Methods gssigned as circulation manager at the Journal-World.

We submit any and all these Kansas newspapers as references,
and feel sure any of the publishers or their respective business
managers can give you good recommendations; and will.

Part of our service is to place a trained circulation manager,
who becomes your employee, under the same supervision and direction
as other employees. Through a proven program we build and direct
the circulation department over a three year period. We use only
sound, economical methods which must meet with your 100% approval.

In other words, you retain complete control of the department. We

are well versed in all phases of circulation management and promotion
including installation and operation of the Jr. Merchant Plan. Our
compensation is based on net cash increase.

Looking forward to your letter telling me when to meet with

you, I am,
FRegpectfully yours

, K resoftative
LLIAMS CIRCULATION /COMPANY

My address: P.0. Box 402 v
Lawrence, Kansas
Phone: Viking 3-4634

Not a Campaign Company - - Straight Selling Only

SERVING DAILY NEWSPAPERS SINCE 13933
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Glen E. Kiser, Publisher

Douglass, Kansas

15 April 1959

R. A. Clymer
El Doradn Times
¥l Doraco, Kansas

Dear Rollag

A woman came to my office yesterday and

told us she was the correspondent for the Times

here.
We were a2 Little shocked that The Times

would commit such an unfriendly act.

Don't bother to answer this--just think

it over.

Yours tr-u-.xy-, %//j/ﬁ/uf\

) oai
{/:£iﬁéxise?

o
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ARTHUR J. CARRUTH, JR.
2122 West Seventeenth
TOPEKA, KANSAS
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hj(andaé Cenfennia/ Commiddion

801 Harrison Street MAURICE E. FAGER, Chairman
Topeka, Kansas Phone CE 5-0011, Ext. 1941

April 16, 1959

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

Congratulations ... the Honorable George Docking,
Governor of the state of Kansas,has reaprointed you as a
member of the board of directors of the Kansas Centennial
Commission, as of April 15, 1959.

The first meeting of the new board of directors of the
Kansas Centennial will be held st a luncheon, Friday, April 2l,
at twelve o'eclock, at the Jayhawk Hotel, here in Topeka. Please
confirm your attendance by rsturn mail.

Newspaper, radio, and TV press releases will be made
available to these media regarding the outcome of this conference.

The Centennial director, Dale W. McCoy, because of budget
restrictions, 1s outlinlng new procedures; and it is very
important that you be consulted regarding the new strategy and
operational poliecies.

Will you please attach to your confirmation, for
reference in the Centennial master file, your home and
business addresses snd phone numbers, and a paragraph or two
about your business and cilvie activities.

Again, congratulations; and with kindest personal
regards, I am,

]
Sincerely yours,

e

laurice E. Fager

1
Chairman

MEF:1t

1861 —KANSAS STATE CENTENNI
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Dwight Payton

CITIZEN PUBLISHING CO.

OVEREBEROOK, KANSAS

4-16=-59

Dear Rolla,

For better or for worse, the decision
is made and the country boy will try
his editorial wings in th8 blg city.

Your letter sort of helped me along to
saying yes. Sure hate to leave Kansas
where I can now and then kick up a storm,
but maybe I can operaée in Oklahoma

now and then, too.

Fondest Regards

ht
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WESTERN UNION
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KAOO3 PB105

LROLLA CLYMERs EDITOR EL DORADO TIMES=
' EL DORADO KANS=

ELECTRIC POWER TO 210 NEW MEMBERS ALSO IMPROVE

GEMERALLY=
ED REES:

FEA LOAN APPROYED TODAY FOR BUTLER RURAL ELECTRIC

COOPERATIVE IN AMOUNT OF $335,00000s WILL BRING
SYSTEM
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Thr Fittaburg Headlight e
EVENINGS
EXCEPT SUNDAY Exéggmlgcs
o MONDAY
Established 1887

Established 1915

THE PITTSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
April 18, 1959

Rolla A, Clymer
The Times
E1 Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

1 made up my mind that if you were not appointed to the
board and L was, I would be forced to decline. I was happy
to see Margaret Haucke sppointed. She is a valuable member.,
1t is also nice to have John Montgomery appointed. I think
John is tops and he occupies a very strategic place in this
setup.

T have written to Fager that I would be in Topeka for the
meeting next Friday unless I found it i mpossible to be away
from home

Peari is improving slowly, but improving. She is getting
more words. She is going through her exercises and getting
response from her arm, hand and leg. I told her that you told
me to rive her a smack and she laughed.

Looking back over my so-called career I can recall no single
item with greater satisfaction than the declination of the
appointment Freddie offered to us.

I think you should use all proper means to get rid of that
cold that has beern plaguing you. I cannot believe that you
are suffering from it because you are not 1living right.

1 am printing a 1little piece today on the depar ture of our
good friend, Dwight Payton. When we meet I will tell you
2 little sidelight of that transaction.

Smith, Beil telephone company, told me here yesterday that
his company would be glad to cooperate on the centennial.
1 believe we could get a pretty substantial sum from well
equipped Kansas business men and corporations whe are interested
in 2 real centennial.

Sincerely,

FuR:1s /{’ Bril:fér'hnff
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PHONES:
OFFIGE, LAWRENGE 2-0tta

RESIDENGE, LAWRENGE 2-0400
REx MoNAHAN

PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST AND
INDEPENDENT OIL PRODUGCER
RHOOM 12 T. AND M. BUILDING
STERLING, COLORADO

April 18, 1959

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

T just finished reading Mr, Isadore Molk's autobiography
The Making of An 0il Man,

I would like to write Mr, Molk and would appreciate it
very much if you could furnish me with his address.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter,

./2
Sincerely,

J
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Sreve E. AovnoELt, Chairman

% Geo. E. Listen, Viee-Chairman

THE STATE : OF KANSAS Erviort Beroes
= = Eanc Biomer

Lou M. Baxast

Muvnray H. Hobces

Frask L. LomMpann

RoBeRT P. SNOWDEN

KANSAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION Hannr L, Stevess

STATE OFFICE BUILDING * TOPEKA

TELEPHONE CE 5:0011—EXT. 8001
JOHN H. STIGHER
Director

April 20, 1959

Mr. Rolla Clymer
El Dorado Times
E1l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

With all humility, we are certainly bowled over by the
wonderful editorial praising our magazine, I can
honestly say it was the nicest thing that has ever
been said to us in print = and I certainly appreciate
the personal references.

Thanks again.

Sincerely,

Richards
Public kelations Virector

DR/rr
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SHOWING $250,000 GAIN PER YEAR FOR THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS USING OUR CIRCULATION SERVICES

Bullding
Sound
Circulation
With Sound
Proven
Methods

u/i//iama Circu/afion .S)eruice Company

FRANK N. WILLIAMS 405 LONSDALE BUILDING
General Manager April 20, 1959 Phone RAndolph 2-8253
Duluth, Minnesota

Mr. R. A, Clymer
General Manager
The ElDorado Times
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

Thank you for your return note of April 17.
I have made arrangments, and will plan to be in El®orado
to see you Monday, April 27. I will see you in the

afternoon, as you mentioned.

Looking forward to meeting both you and your
son, I remain.

1cercly yours,

Meh I‘é/

{

Not a Campaign Company - - Straight Selling Only

SERVING DAILY NEWSPAPERS SINCE 1933
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TELEPHONE 7

MEDICINE LODGE, KANSAS

HIBBARD'S L5 o

4/20/59

Rolla Clymer
Bldorado Kans:
Dear Mr.Clymer:

Since the
appointment of the new Centennial board,and since
gsez funds are so ilnadequate,I have bsen concerned
with your future problems,and wondering how you
can carry on under these conditions.

I have no
idea what your plans are,and whether it will be
possible to retain your present director at the
salary he is now receiving.
If any change is made

in this office,Iwould appreciate your considesration
of Jibo Hewitt.In my opinion he has done a wonderful
job of promoting the Centennial,a lot of it on his
own time.At least I hope he will be retained on the
staff.

I am sure he will m=mxk continue to work for
the best interests of the Centennial and the people
of the State of Kansas.

Sincerely,

“1
2
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April 23,1959
KANSAS ASSOCTATED PRESS MEMBERS

The spring meeting of Kansas Associated Press Members will be held Sunday-
Monday, Mey 10-11 at Salina.

Advance notice was sent in a wire note and this is to give you details of
the program and to call for your hotel reservations.

Sunday evening we will have a no-host social gathering and dinner at the
Lamer Hotel, Refreshments will be served at 5 P.M., and dinner at 6:30 P.M.
Wives are inwvited.

The business session will be held Monday morning at the Officers Club,
Schilling Air Force Base, starting at 9:30 A.M.

Col. Harold W. Ohlke, commander of the base, 1s making arrangements for a
luncheon and a tour of the flight line with an inspection of a 7 and KC-97,
and a visit to one of the wing control rooms and other base facilities.

Colonel Ohlke also is preparing a 35mm color slide briefing and film on
the ICBM and its role in our defense structure.

Mrs. Austin will give a luncheon to the visiting wives while their husbands
are at the base.

We are counting on your attendance and looking forward to a discussion of
your AP service and any other matters of mutual interest.

Please send your hotel reservations to Frank Gorrie. Save the dates —-
Sunday-Monday, May 10-11.

Sincerely,
r‘{r A
[yt

Whitley Austin, Kansas AP Chairman
(Salina Jnux'l:ml)
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