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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.

Date: 1909-1977

Callnumber: Rolla Clymer Coll. #9, Box 1 - 49
KSHS Identifier: DaRT I1D: 229011

Item Identifier: 229011
www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

CLARK WRIGHT

AROYA, COLO. 2~ 2 { -

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 35941/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 35942/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory QD) s

Rolla Clymer correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 35943/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Rolla Clymer correspondence

BoND

CEGAREDGE
CIMARRON 3 SE
CLIMAX 2 N
COCHETOPA CREEK

GORE PASS.
GRAND JUNCTION WB AP (/R
1N
& ssw
GREEN MOUNTAIN DAM
GUNNISCN
HAYDEN
HOT SULPHUR SPR 2 SW
TGNACI

MONTROSE NO 2
{NGRWCOD

URAY
PAGOSA SPRINGS
PALISADE 1 §
PaoN 1A
PARADOX
RANGELY

RICO

STATE TURKEY EXP FARM
STEAMEOAT SPRINGS
TAYLOR PARK

TELLURIDE

VALLECITO DAM

DIVISION

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 35944/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD) i

Rolla Clymer correspondence

ARN, MULLINS, UNRUH, TIMMERMAN & KUHN

(P00 ol = /?7.,.,@ %%MM
A Sk Jmﬁmj bl BF

i, lond o do s T g« iy i

a/iﬂ-&”ﬁma NMMM
W&@%M;ﬁ,/gg“ﬁ L

by B 77 8% st
Sl A hibre 9l el i e

/é’dt 5 ' N
w-%//%m
e o e LT

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 35945/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Rolla Clymer correspondence

STATE OF KaNsAs

BOARD OF REGENTS
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
February 27, 1959

CLAUDE C. BRADNEY
CorLunmpus, Kaxsas

Rolla A« Clymer
ElDorado Times
<1Dorado, Kansas

Dear Holla:

My good friend Brinkerhoff copied
your editorial "Veteran Cussee"., I wish to
thank you for your kind remarks and I always
enjoy the comments of my good friend Rolla

Clymer.

I am really enjoying the title that
George, the Dock, gave me and I am sure that
after I get my position as Third Class Assistant
Custodian, I hope that I am assigned to sweep

out the Governor's Cffice.

Sincerely,

@ os

Claude C. Bradney
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The Fittsburg Headlight THE Prrrssure Sun
EVENINGS

EXCEPT SUNDAY MORNINGS
EXCEPT MONDAY

Established 1887

Established 1915

THE PITTSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
Feb, 27, 1959

Rolla A. Clymer
The Times
El1 Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

Pearl has been at Medical Center for one week now. I was
with her Sunday and again Wednesday. I noted improvement
Wednesday over Sunday night. My niece, Betty Gibson of
Winfield, who is staying at the hospital, told me yesterday
afternoon that the progress was continuing. Pearl was
listering to the telephone conversation between us. I told
Betty to tell her that she shouldn't eavesdrop and that

got a big smile out of her. They have been giving her
therapy all week and I think next week they will give her
the dye test about which I am sure you have noticed. This
is said to be very painful but effective. I am distressed
about the pain that it will cause but I have every confidence
that it willi enable them to do for her what has been done
for others under similar circumstances.

I was deeply interested in the centennial developments.
T hope we will get funds enough to give Kansas a decent
centennial celebration.

You should have sent the broom to the Bull., It should not
have been a new one though. A third rate janitor would have
no use for a new broom. Bradney is going to take me to Kansas
City on some of my trips next week and we shall have a
thorough discussion of the gualifications for janitors.

1 heve had two nice letters from Ben Hibbs. He was very
happy about the honor we gave him and enthusiastic about
his day at Lawrence.

Too, I wish that we could have a visit but your letters have
had a soothing effect and I appreciate them no end.

Sincerely,

FWE:1s
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. (by aceident)
We apparently 3tarted this, I had a note from Clyde Reed, who disclaimed

it but ssid he would 1like to own 1%....Hank Jameson
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SORROW’S CROWN OF SORROWS
On Feb 27, The Times published an editorial
captioned, “ ‘Routine’ For the Governor.” It was a

rather complimentary reference to the daily demands| |

on Governor Docking’s time, and wound up with the

expressed wonderment as to why any should strive to |

fill the arduous ofﬁce\of governor.
This article was' reprinted several times in the
Kansas press. Barly in the game, some editor mis-

takenly attributed it to Clyde M. Reed, of the Parsons | |

Sun, who was the Republican candidate for governor
last year,

That fiction has persisted. The Junction City Union |

published it, expressing astonishme
should give vent to such senti S.

learned the truth about thg'matter, and gave du
But in recent days, the Abilene Reflector-Chronicle and

the Hays News have publishe i ith the |

Clyde Reed tag to it.
During this processional,

snickering daintily behind its large, horny hand. The |}

Times is always pleased as punch when anybody else

publishes one of its brain children. In this case, this |

paper is sure that Editor Reed is seething beneath his
urbane and genteel exterior.

Doubtless he is forced to explain again and again
that he did not write the cussed piece. But he ecan do
nothing about it. When a mistake of this nature gets
started, all the king's horses and all the king’s men can-
not stop it. So, like the babbling brook, it will probably
go on forever. 2

But the fellow who made the error in the first

place should keep away from Parsons for awhile.
e AR Y
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ot | been d. the Ii
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i a hour,

200 S.5TAR

DALLAS, Tex. (A (AP) — A typo- DALIGST
s! graphical error sent Dallas City
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Tl illow b prods, - ] [Feh. 1357]
m, <

Monday ayem

Desr Boss:

I am behind -- maybe even up to and including
“the eight-ball} i :

Dia L ever write to thenk you for your "venerable
mace" note? Maybe not. [hings went in such a whirl about the time
Morghen's dad died. 1 had to go out to Cal ifornia, and since have had

much illness under my own roof, Mainly Dad. ‘e is better again now,

though. :

Could I borrow, in time I'o.t' Thursday morning's
run, the 3-col ledrick-Hemman wedding? The bridegroom is "one of our
boys"™, as Semmy he'};gen was wont to say.

1 do hope all is well with you. 1111 be seeing

you cne of thesedays. e J As alweys, contrable mace
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Friday

Dear Boss:

: JMany thanks for the use of your wegdding. It made quite a
S

splash on our sassiety page, 2nd delightéd the bridegroom's mama to the
extend of & dollar's worth of Heralds. 1 stehted it on the return journey
teday.
It would be-fine to see you. It's too bad that making
a living gets in the way of other pursuits so much more app.ealing. Hog~
ever, I really enjoy my Jjob, though it m me too little time for writing.
Scmetimes not any at all, Of course, my dutles at home are considerable, tog
Isn't old Vid due to go to Washington this month? I expect
to see him on the natiom's front page, shaking hends with Ike.

Thanks again.

as always,
mace
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The ElDorado Times

EoitTor ane Benmerar Manaser - R. A. CLYMER
EL DORADO, K ANSAS

March 2, 1959

Mr., Clark Wright
Aroya, Coloredo

Dear Mr., Wrightj-

In enswer to your letter,
the Ssnta Fe's Ellinor-El Dorado branch, which
was built in the sarly 1920s, did not follow
the established grade of the old Orient line.
It followed a somewhat new route through the
hills end elsewhere, and represents an excellent
Job of engineering.

It may interest you to know that
your old friend, Henry Rogler, of Metfield Green,
is this year observing the 100-year tenure of
the land he owns in the same family., His father
walked down from Iowa in 1859 and established hls
home on the South Fork of the Cottonwoods. I will
have a newspaper story about this historical
matter at a later date in the year.

It is my oplnion that you have sn

object of historical value and interest in
your snvil,

Very truly yours,

751{'1’ P éftf-:/ﬁ-‘- py ”;{.'-_ fo k

| L

J L
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The Pittshurg Headlight Tue Prrrseurc Sun

EVENINGS

MOR]
EXCEPT SUNDAY ORNINGS

EXCEPT MONDAY
Established 1887

Established 1915

THE Pr1TSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
March 3, 1959

Rolla A, Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

Enclosed is our check for $9 for the Times, without which
we could not get along. We have your check for The
Headlight. So the exchange arrang -ements are completed
agda n.

igcerely,

FwB:ls
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March 3, 1959

Dear Rolla:

If you haven!t already done so, there's
still time to get a by-lined featurej from one
of your staff into the AP in KC to be used
sometime during the month of March.

The response of those contacted for February
was 100%. I know you'll agree these features are
most worthwhile.

irceyely,

. K.N\Meyer, jr.
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Mr. Rolla A. Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas
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1959

March 3,
Mr. Rolla Clymer
Editor, El Dorado Times

El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

I think one of your friends in Pittsburg by the name of Brinkerhoff is
egging on one of his writers, Harold Taylor, the Horse Editor, into
writing a little satirical story on the Flint Hills one of these days.

At any rate, during a recent visit in Pittsburg, I was handed this photo-
graph of our historical marker at Matfield Green along with a few unkind
remarks about the type of beef cattle shown grazing on the lush Flint Hills
grasses.

It was pointed out that any person attempting to sell these spindly-legged,
flat-sided cattle would surely be a candidate for the nut house. After
glancing closely at the above described cattle on the historical marker, I
could only agree. However, I did claim these cattle had possibly just
arrived from Texas with nothing but hide over their bones, and after they
had fattened for a period on the Flint Hills grasses, would blossom out as .
full-fledged beef steers. I also promised that one of these days we weuwld ¥\
change the silhouettes on the marker. I hope this stops any libelous story

in the Pittsburg paper about the effectiveness of the blue stem grasses.

I showed this photograph to Nyle Miller when I was last in Topeka, and I
thought you would like to know about this possible under -handed attack on
your domain,

Best regards,
LOUIS STROUP
Director of Public Relations
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American Medical Association

535 NORTH DEARBORN STREET « CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS

WHITEHALL 4-1500

Dear Rolla:

It was just like old times seeing you in Lawrence the other day, and I
wish we could have had time for a good old Kansas visit.

I spent too many years in Kansas not to miss the state and her people.

Rolla, I was interested in the comments you made at the William Allen
White Foundatlion meetingregarding editorial writing.

Kensas n ewspapers probably are better known throughout America for t heir
editorials than any other one department. Yet, we all know editorial
writing is fast s lipping away from us---particularly on the smaller
papers.

I don't want to see the day when the majority of our newspapers are without

locally-written editorials. The editorial page is needed more today than
ever before in our history. It is a vital part of the newspaper if we are
to keep the freedoms given to us by those who passed this way.

I would like to see the William Allen White Foundation establish as soon
as possible twe annual awards for the best editorial writing in Kansas
newspapers---one award for dailies, one for weeklies, This award would
be for the best consistent editorial writing for t he year---not a spot
editorial now and then.

The award need not cost the Foundation more than a few dollars. I
suggest that a beantifully prepared, hand-lettered, framed certificate
of merit be given to each winning newspaper each year, No cash awards
need be given. These awards should be so handled that they become the
most coveted awards in Kansas journalism.

Each daily and weekly should submit at a given time about six of its
best editorials for the year. Three competent judges---someone who
knows something about editorial writing---should be selected outside
Kansas. Perhaps one year the judges could be Ben Hibbs, Louls LaCoss
and Jenk Jones from our own Foundation. All are editorialw riters---
two are Kansans and know the local scene,

The framed certificates will hang in the editorial rooms of Kansas an
an insviration to the state's young newspapermen., And I think it is
important that these awards be designated as the top honor in Kansas
journalism.

If properly handled I believe this could serve to inspire Kansas editors
to revive the locally-written editorial page. The awards could be
presented at the annual luncheon,

It's just a suggestion, If you think the i dea has merit, I'll write
Dwight Payton and Burt Marvin.
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