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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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ANGELO SCOTT
THE loLA REGISTER
10LA, KANBAS

January 23, 1958,

Dear Rolla:
The podium will be there.

The ideal hour for you to arrive
at The Register office would be straight up
5 pem., giving us a little over an hour to
attend the cocktail party and lubriecate Harlan's
joints before the dinner hour of 6:15. Any
reasonable variation either way will make no
difference. I'll wait here at the office until
you arrive,

If T mentioned 20 minutes, it was
when I was under the misapprehension that you
had a nearly canned "Toast to Kansas" which
you would break open and which would last just
that long.

Actually, I would much prefer 30
minutes and 40 or 45 wouldn't be a bit too long
if the spirit so moves you. Except for your
talk, the entire balance of the program will
not last more than ten minutes.

"A drop or two of the good old Kansas
doctrine" is precisely what we want--anything
which is relatively appropriate to the proximity
of Kansas Day. I know you will do a wonderful
job., I am licking my lips already.

Thanks for the kind words about
what the gentle bird told you., I am kinda em-
barrassed about the whole thing, as you can
imagine., I was utterly dumfounded when the
hour-long consultation I had planned turned into
a 2-minute railroading party. I hope I can
recover what feeble wits I have by February 10.

Yours,

4/4ﬂ/;§peiaﬁ—
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The Tulsa Tribune

TULSA 2, OKLAHOMA

NEWS AND EDITORIAL DEPARTMENTS

January 23, 1958

Mr, R.A.Clymer, Editor
The Eldorado Times
Eldorado, KXansas

Dear Mr, Clymer: Enclosed is our 5-col mat of the
new Skelly 0il building, about which you know. I
am sending it at the sugegestion of lir. Haslam and MNr.
Freeman of the Skelly Co.

I'm sorry you couldn't use one of the photos, I
worked rather closely with them in prevaring for onub-
licity, and I know their thousght was that you should
have a simultaneous "break" with the Tulsa papers,
and with that in mind I suggested to Mr. Haslam that
he zet the pix out a day in advance to you, before
the rest of us had access to them, I thought you
nrobably would have a Fairchild or at worst could run
over to Wichita for a =zinc.

However, judging from the weather reports, Tuesday
was no day to be "running over" any place you didn't
have tol

Anyway, I hope you can use the enclosed mat, with com-
pliments of The Tribune.

Sincerely yours
o~

(’(\ . ek A /’\

Marion R.Cracraft’
0il & Business Fditor
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aniah | atnn INSURANCECO., INC.
PRESCOTT 8-3516 2321 ANDERSON AVE.

MANHATTAN, KANSAS
Jamuary 24, 1958

R. A. Clymer, Fditor and Gen. Mgr.
The E1l Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymers:

As you already know, it was my pleasure to attend the opening of the new
Farm Bureau offices there in E1 Dorado on Saturday, Jamuary 11. T made
inquiry about you and found you had visited the offices in the morning be-
fore T arrived and that you probably were out of town in the aftermoon.

I am sorry I was not able to see you.

We have received copies of the Times for January 9 announcing the Open
House to be held on January 11 and 12, and also the edition of the 13th
reporting the affair and telling of the visitors from Manhattan. I want
to express personally, and for the others here in Farm Bureau, our deep
appreciation for the fine publicity you gave the County Organization and
to those of us from here who were in attendance. I know you have been a
loyal supporter of Farm Bureau through the years and it has been a great
help there locally to get a fine new home which will be a center of in-
fluence for the farm people of Butler County.

Tt means a lot to an organization to have the support of the local press
8s has been the case in E1 Dorado. Mr. Boellner and his crew have done
a fine job in seeing this project through and we are happy with the part
we have had in helping to finance it.

I told Louise I would be writing to you and she asked to be remembered to
you. She has been wondering how your sister Ruby is now.

Our thanks and best wishes to you and yours.

Sincerely,

KANSAS FARM LIFE INS. CO., INC.

E. R. Eagle

Vice President and Manager
ERE:mv
cc: Victor Boellner
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Madigson Wisconsin
January, 27, 1958

Mr Rolla Clymer
ElDorado, Kensas

Dear Mr., Clymer?

My daughter and I need some information and
since we were unable this fer away to find ouk if ElDorado
has a Retter Business Bureau, we decided to ask your help.

To refresh your memory, I am Gail French Peterson
who hzs a column in the late Gomer Davies Concordia Kansan and
my daughter Martha was Dean of Women at K.U. znd when she was
teaching Math, Bairid was one of her favorite students. She is
now Dean of Women here st the University of Wisconsin.

My brothers and I @ofi 320 acres of land nine miles
south of ElDorado which is leased for oil. My brother Fay S $rench
of Alameda California is trustee of this property for the family.

He is 77 years of a%e and at the present time fighting a malignancy

and cannot come to Kansas to look after the business for a while
50 he has asked Martha and I to try and get some information he
needs.

Tn June last summer I met my brother in Kanscs
and took him to Eldorado several times as he wanted to reteln a
lawyer to look after his interest and examine the abstract and bring
it up to date. Mr. L.J. Bond of your city had been recommended to
Martha by Milton Isern, a banker and a friend of Bllenwood Kans.
Mr French retained him and he agreed to take the difficulty whelt
}ud been having with Mr A.J. Aylwerd, the leassor who owned the
controlling . part of the lease. e both returned home and neither
one of us heve hezrd one word from Mr. Bond since, except when we
were in Lawrence at Christmas time Martha called him by phone and
he szid he had not done anything vet, not even examine the abstract,
nor contact ifr Aylward.

If you do not care to give us the information
about your fellow townsman, as to his reputation es a lawyer and
if you heppen to know whether he is attorney for the large operators,
and therefore would not be much interested in a lessee's case, per-
heps you might direct us to someone who will give us the information

we mneed. We very much need an attorney who will attend to the
business promptly and keep us informed of what he is doing.

: Sorry to inflict such a long letter on you
concerning such a small matter, but it is trying this far away to
get satisfactory results by correspondence, especiallyw when tle

attorney who is supposed to look efter it does not bestir himself
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from June to danuary.

Sincerely yours

Gail French Peterson

~ - / 2 o
(/\.A X T ekt S OF leqpee e
L8

Address:

Gail French Peterson

745 Bast Gorham St. Apt B
Madison, 3, Wisconsin.
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1505 OAK LAWN
DALLAS, TEXAS

January 27, 1958

The E1 Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Attention Mr. R. A. Clymer
Dear Mr. Clymer:

Thank you very much for your 10 carton order of January 24th.,
which was shipped today. The price in 10 carton lots on the 7/8"

Buff is .33¢ per roll, which is the same as your last order.

We want you to know how much we appreciate the business, and
we shall endeavor to do everything we can to be a good source of
supply for you.

Sincerely yours,

% PAPER PRODUCTS CO

-
MANUFACTURERS OF ngm Chiele sMALL ROLL PAPER SPECIALTIES
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC WELFARE
211 VIETDRIA AVENUE
CORONA, CALIFORNIA
JOHN E. MEINTYRE Jamuary 28, 1958

oimEcTOR

The Editor

The EL Dorado Times
EL Dorado

Butler County, Kansas

DETTINGER, Estal Carl
Dear Sir:

We are trying to verify that the above named Estal C.
Dettinger, born 8-7-1903, once sold papers for the El Dorado Times.
He is said to have been about 15 years old, at the time, which
would appear to have been in the year 1912, He is said to have
just enrolled in the first year of the El Dorado Junior High School,
in September, 1918, when he was stricken with typhcid fever. He
was left, after this severe illness, with crippling complications
from which, to this day, he has never recovered.

If it is at all possible for you to search old records, will you
please do so in the effort to establish that Mr. Dettinger did once
sell papers in El Dorado.

We have written the El Dorado Superintendent of Schools to verify
the school record, if at all possible after so many years. Mr. Det-
tinger is radically crippled, and it would be of help to establish
the fact of normal activities prior to the onset of his illness.

The father was Charles F. Dettinger, the mother, Laura B. Dettinger.
The family is said to have lived at El Dorado about four years.

We thank you in advence for your cooperation.
Yours very truly,
John E, McIntyre, Director

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE
RIVERSIDE  COUNTY

Wl Cheilin

(Mrs.) Elsie H. Walker
Social Worker II
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RaY A, Boyer, Linoiyps

L. G. CUTLER, Printing and Related Information
LEGNARD E. FLUHARTY, Preswork and Bindery
JAMES L. GANTERT, Printing Producsion

PRINTING

PITTSBURG, KANSAS
January 28, 1958

Mr. Rollie Clymer
E1l Dorade Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rollie:

Your Mr. Newton called concerning a press appréntice,
something about a two-thirder. I told him I would
look in to it and see what we could do in trying

to find a young man to meet his needs. But so far
have had no luck. I doubt that I can find anyone.

Will keep on looking.

We are in desperate need of more room and equipment.
S50 that we can train more boys for Kansas Publishers,
Some of our equipment is 40 years old.

I believe that the Legislature is going to give us
some money for this purpose. I'm sure you under-

stand the situation and any good word from you will
help a lot.

Cordia yours,
"agzzt.,eﬂ/
Leroy Brewington

LB:jv

Linotype Mechanism Telotypeseising i 1 Composition Proofreading Cont Finding
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District Sales Offices:
Atlanta « Boston +« Chicago
New York City - San Francisco

Ludiow Typograph Company

2032 CLYBOURN AVENUE - CHICAGO 14, ILLINOIS - LINCOLN 9-5151

January 28, 1958

The E1 Dorado Times
118 E. Central
El Dorsdo, Kansas

Attention: Mr, R. A. Clymer
Gentlemen: (Iudlow)

This will acknowledge your letter of January 20th., We have
received and examined the slotted mouthpiece, which you returned
and find nothing at all wropg with it, It corresponds in every

way to our specifications, and we have installed it on one of

our machines here without any trouble., Aecording to our records
this is the same type of mouthpiece that your machine was origimally
equipped with, when it was purchased in October 1951.

Can you give us a little more information as to why it will not fi¢
your machine? A thought enters our minds, that there may be an
accumulation of dross in the throat, which is preventing this new
mouthpiece from entering, being it is brand new, The tongue of
your old mouthpiece may have been squeezed slightly over a period
of time, permitting it to fit into a smaller opening, This is
Just a suggestion, which we hope you will check, In our opinion
the mouthpiece we supplied ehould fit, if the throat is clean.

Yours very truly,

Order Department
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AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
370 LEXINGTON AVENUE

AT 4lsr STREET
TELEPHONE: MUnRAY HiLL 5:2000 NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

January 28, 1958

Mr. R. A. Clymer
The Times

ElDorado, Kans.
Dear Mr. Clymer:

George N. Dale attended the Kansas Press Association Convention recently and
made & splendid speech.

I have been hoping we would have your newspaper as an ANPA member before now.

Tt seems to me there ought to be 2 place in your budget for ANPA membership.
The annual dues for your newspaper is $390.00. This comes to $7.60 per week and

T do not believe you could put anybody on your payroll at $7.60 & week who would
provide more information and make more service available.

The Emporis Cazette recently joined ANPA and we would like to welcome your
newspaper.

Why don't you start 1958 with ANPA membership for The Times?

With all good wishes.

Sincerely yours, he

C?M%
Cranston Williams

General Manager

ANPA ANNUAL CONVENTION
APRIL 21, 22, 23 and 24, 1958
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.
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South Central Kansas Economic Development Council

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Adopted Januvary 29, 1958
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ARTICIE I
NAME =~ LOCATION

Section 1: The name of this association shall be THE SOUTH
CENTRAL KANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL.

Section 2: The principal office of the Council shall be
the city or town in which the Chairman resides, unless otherwise
changed in a vote in the manner prescribed,

ARTICIE II
OBJECT IVES

The objective of this organizaticn is to promote agricul-
tural, civie, commercial, and industrial welfare of the communities
which comprise the South Central Kansas Economic Development

Council. The following principles and factors serve to guide
and support this voluntary association:

(a) The several communities within this area are inter—
dependent one upon the other,

(b) Commnity problems can be more effectively solved
with united effort and in cooperatiocn with existing promotional
organizations,

(c) By pooling time and talent, the area can develop a
more forceful, versatile, and effective selling effort,

(d) Economic and industrial development extends beyond
the boundaries of individual cities and communities.

(e) By the co-ordination of promotional efforts of the
respective commnities within the area, a more effective selling
Jjob can be done in each commnity.

(f) It is easier and less expensive, in proportion to
opportunity, to sell the region as a co-ordinated group.

(g) A regional voice is stronger with respect to public
affairse

(h) If we grow as a region, we shall set off a chain
reaction whieh will generate growth which will be mutually
beneficial,

ARTICIE III
LREA

The Counties included within the South Central Kansas
Economic Development Council are the following: Butler, Cowley,

Harper, Harvey, Kingman, Marion, McPherson, Reno, Sedgwick, and
Sumer,
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LRTICIE IV
MEMBERSHIP

Section 1, The membership shall be composed of presidents
and chief administrative officers, or such other persens as they
may designate, of the Chambers of Commerce of the various com=
munities, except that in communities which have no Chambers of
Commerce, representatives from organizations performing Chamber
of Commerce functions, may become members upon invitation of
the Councile This membership shall be designated by these
respective organizations each succeeding year,

Section 2 It shall be the responsibility of the Council

menbers of each countv. during September of each year, to elect
one representative to the Board of Directors. If for any reason
the membership in any county feels that it would be better served

by having more than one director, additional directors may be
elected, provided that this representation does not exceed three,

and further provided that, in any event, all representatives
from a single county vote as a unit of onee

ARTICIE V
CFFICERS

Section 1, The officers of the South Central Kansas Economic
Development Council shall be the Chairman, two Vice=-Chairmen,
Executive Secretary, Treasurer and ten directors. These officers
shall constitute the Executive Boamd of Directors, The Exedutive
Secretary, at the will of the Board of Directors, may also act
as Treasurer, All of these officers shall take office on October
lst of each years

Section 2, It shall be the duty of the county directors to
elect annually, in October of each year, the Chairman, two Vice=
Chairmen, Executive Secretary, and Treasurer. These officers
are not required to be county directors and may succeed them-
selves in their respective positionse

Section 3, The Chairman shall be the chief executive
officer of the Council and shall have the following duties:

(a) He shall preside over all meetings of the Council
and the Executive Board of Directorse

(b) He shall exercise general supervisicn over all functions
of the Councile.

(c) He shall appoint committees as needed to formulate and
execute the approved program of activities.
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Section 4e In the event of the absence or disability of
the Chairman, the Executive Board of Directors shall designate
one of said Vice-Chairmen to perform the duties of the Chairman.
The Vice-Chairmen shall also perform such other duties as shall
be required from time to time by the Chairman and the Executive
Board of Directorse

Section 5, The Executive Seeretary shall record the proceed-
ings of all meetings of the Council and the Executive Board of
Directors, issue or cause to be issued due notices of all meet-
ings, be custodian of all records of the Council, and perform
such other duties as from time to time are assigned to him by
the Chairman and the Executive Board of Directorse

Section 6, Ths Treasurer shall be the custodian of all

funds of this association and shall make disbursements and
reports as provided by the Executive Board of Directors,

ARTICIE VI
FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the South Central Kansas Economic Devel=
opment Council shall begin on the first day of Octobers

ARTICIE VII
FINANCE
There shall be no annual dues and the Council shall not
incur financial obligations without the specific approval of
the Board of Directors. In the event of specific need for funds,
such funds shall be provided by methods and means determined by
the Executive Board of Directors at the time of need so as to
provide for complete flexibility.
ARTICIE VIII
COMMITTEES

Study or Project Cormittees may be appointed by the officers
from the committees of the member organizations.

ARTICLE IX
STATEMENT OF POLICY

Section 1,4 Council conclusions and recommendations shall
be transmitted in writing to the governing bodies of the organi-
zations represented on the Councile

Section 2, All nublic statements on behalf of the Council
shall be wade through the Chairman. i
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Section 3, The officers, and the Council in general, shall
be nonpartisan in all functionse

ARTICIE X

AMENDMENTS

The Constitution and By-ILaws shall be in full force and
effect following their adoptiom and ratification by the Executive
Board of Directors and may be amended by a mejority vote of said
Boarde
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January 30, 1958

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, President
William Allen White Foundation
The El Dorado Times

El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

In regard to the presentation of the William Allen White
Lectur I want to suggest that you do it this year for
the second time because this has been the practice in the
past. In other words, the outgoing president handles the
introduction for the second year in a row, and the new
president s over in the following year. This is the
way it has been done in the past, and it is a fact also
that Dwight Payton will be meking the presentation at

the luncheon and therefore will have a part to play in
the day's program. If this is all right with you and
Dwight, we'll go ahead and plan it that way.

If I don't hear from you within a few days I'll assume
it is OK. This will save you writing an extra letter.

Cordially,

ol

Burton W, Marvin,
Director

buwn/s

CC: Mr. Dwight Payton, Editor
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Ecitor anp BEnNERAL MaANABGER - R. A, CLymeRr
EL DORADO, K ANSAS

January 30, 1958

Mrs. Ruby Stokes
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mrs, Stokes:-

I wish to acknowledge
receipt of your letter which I presume
you intended for publication. K have read
the letter through several times, and
believe you should specify and explain just
what the incident was to which you refer.

Before this letter 1is acceptable for
publication, I feel it should provide more
background of information so that we can be
sure of the actual happening you have in mind.
At the moment, we do not know on what specific
oceurrence you base your complaint against
the police,

We are returning your letter, for
proper amplification if you wish; when you have
completed it in this respect we will be gled
to have 1t beck in order to consider its
uvailibility for publication in the light of
the actual facts.

We will greastly appreciate your further
cooperation,

Very truly yours,

Re

Editor
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