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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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THE PITTSBURG PQBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
Nov. 25, 1957

Rolla A. Clymer
The Times
El1 Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

Got your double letter in the mail yesterday. As I told you
over the phone, never worry about anything like that. In

the first place I thought your logic was good and certainly
it was interesting reading. I may have missed the point in
my piece but I was more trying to state what I considered

the facts of the situation, what would happen not what I
wanted to happen. As you know I have hammered continuously
for the reductionof expenses. What I really was driving at
was a reduction of the causes of expenses. There are too
many peopie on the payrolls in various governmental units.
There are too many of those on the payrolls who are taking
too nuch time of f at the taxpayers expense. We scem to get
exactly nc where in the matter of reducing the causes of
expenditures that recuire increasing taxation. Under the
circumstances, I see nothing that can be done to provide
more highway money, which evidently they intend te have, other
than the gasoline tax. To make it simpler, I am positive the
legislators will find no other way. From my thinking along
the line I draw the inevitable conclusion that we are going
to have a gasoline tax increase.

I may make a few observations on your editorial in a day or
S0.

Second, it never occurred to me that there was any roughnecs
in your treatmert of the subject. You were characteristically
firm in what you said. But it was no jolt to me in the
slightest. So as I told you, think nothing of it and shoot

again. //djt1 ﬂﬁ*ﬂhﬁﬁ?&

This has been a tough ycar for me A oubt whether any other\gpwkktﬂ
publisher ever had to put up wit ands, some of them

smart in some ways and dumb injothérs and some of them just

smarty. From an organization that functioned pretty smoothly

for 2 long time I now have one that requires my watcbfu}ne§5
day and night, And in addition to the trials and tribulations
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Rolla A. Clymer--2--Nov, 25, 1957

here I have more trials and tribulations at the radio station
that are just now at a critical peried. It all is because of
the pathetic changes in human characteristics with particular
reference to employees. This is the day when it is difficult
to get the kind of fellows you need at any price and particularly
is that true when one is restricted by what he car afford to
pay, what the business will bear. I am sure you have the same
problems. In larger business operations their resources are
greater and their ability to pay is greater,
he newspapers in large cities are making it extremely

oL or the newspapers in smailer cities. It used to be
that my main personnel difficulties were in t he back shop nce
a year. No longer is that true, although it is bad enough\ .o, gt
I am worrying about the political situation. I am placed in

an embarrassing situation. Clyde and I both have discussed

for a2 year having Anderson as a candidate this next year.
We have both tzlked to him, Consequentiy, when Clyde informed
me that he was figuring on running I was flabbergasted. I

told him that first of all he must talk to Anderson, that we
had together urged Anderson to consider running, that it was
absolutely necessary that he straighten himseif out with
Anderson before he did anything. He said that he would. I

saw him only a little while in Kansas City that afternoor and

have not since talked to him about it. Between us, I feel

he does not want to talk to me. For your infcrmafion only,
Anderson was here in my office one afterroon last week and I

told him about how I was embarrassed. Genernusly)he promptly
and emphatically said 1 should not feel that way at all,
indicating that if they were both in the race he would not

expect me to go against Reed, to maintain my consistency.

So there we are. But I must get these bread and butter items

on my program settled before I can spend any time in politics--
waste any time, I might say.

At this date this morning, it appears there might be a little
balminess in the air this afterrocon in whichevent I will give
t the AP a little report on Indian summer in the Balkans.

Sincerely yours,

F. W. Brinkerhoff
FWB:1s
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MERGENTHALER LINOTYPE COMPANY ULsTER 5-0300

Executive Offices and Factory: Park Avenue and Ryerson Street Brooklyn 5, New York

November 27, 1957

Mr. R. A. Clymer
The Times
Eldorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer: YOUR CRDER DATED ~QUR NO, M-

On October 29 we wrote you in reference to receipt of
ten figure 0 and five dollar marks in 244116,

Assuming that this letter may have gone astray in the
mail, we are enclosing a copy of same for jyour convenience.

Upon receipt of this letter would you be kind enough
to answer the questions asked so that we may clear our files
of this small matter which has been pending since October 17.

If we do not hear from you within ten days we shall
agsume that you wish us to send the matrix back to you on a
memorandum shipment.
Yours sincerely,
MERGENTHAIER LINOTYPE COMPANY
S fpl—

Supp]ﬁ}s Section, Order Department
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THE WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE FOUNDATION

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM
OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

November 27, 1957

Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, President

The William Allen White Foundation
c/o The El Dorado Times

El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Holla:

We must prepare for the annual White Day activities on
Monday, Februery 10, 1958, and I want to cover a number of points
in this letter so that we can get the ball rolling. As is often
the case, it would have been a good idea to get started soomer,
but personal problems this Fall have had me in such a hole that
I have been hard put to keep up with routine. My mother-in-law
became critically ill with cancer in July and died October 27.
cause my wife lived the nearest of the two daughters, she was
virtually on a commuting schedule to Lincoln, Neb., to be with her
mother during the final weeks and was away from home the last
15 days. Taking care of a household and three school-age kids
on top of handling my job here really had me in a whirl. I hope
to catch up by January 1! Fortunately for all concerned, I had
kept my schedule virtually clear of travel --- except for two
days --- and therefore I have been here all Fall.

Be=

The first thing we must do is to line up a William Allen
White Lecturer, and our procedure for the first time must conform
to a plan set out at the 1957 Foundation meeting, as follows:

"lLaCoss moved that the William Allen White Foundation
present an annual national award for achievement in
journalism, the recipient of this award to be recognized
on the day of the Foundation's annual meeting and to
deliver the annual William Allen White Lecture. The
honorarium for the lecture would be considered the award
for achievement in journalism. Motion seconded by

Mr. Clyde Reed Jr. and carried unanimously."

This obligates us to determine first of all who should
get the award. No criteria are set out. It would seem that you
should appoint a committee empowered to select someone --- or
perhaps the executive committee should operate in that respect.
On the assumption that this procedure might be acceptable to you,
and in view of the scant time available, I am taking the liberty
of sending out the enclosed letter to members of the executive
committee of the Foundation. You will note that it is worded in
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page 2 November 27, 1957
Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, President

such a way that your hands are not tied. Furthermore, you will
note that I am proposing # candidates. I am doing so for two
reasons: 1. I personally feelZheymeritp recognition, and 2.

The suggestion will give the executive committee members something
to shoot at. I should like to suggest that appointment of Dolph
Simons Sr. as chairman of a selection committee might facilitate
matters because of his proximity to K.U.

The second matter on which we must proceed immediately is
selection of a Kansas editor to receive the Award for Journalistic
Merit conferred annually by the Foundation on February 10.

Enclosed is a copy of a memo that I sent out last November
2l. In the memo I spelled out the rules and procedures under
which the recipient is selected each year, and I assume they will
stand as is for this year inasmuch as no changes were voted at
the annual Board meeting last February. Clyde Reed was chairman of
the selection committee, and the other members were Whitley Austin
and Herbert A. Meyer Jr. I suggest that you appoint your committee
immediately. If it will ease things for you simply to appoint
the committee members by mail and to notify them that I will send
a statement of the ground rules immediately, I shall be glad to
comply. It would be my hope that the committee members would pro-
ceed immediately to get up a list of candidates by any method
they considered reasonable and would then come to a conclusion
as soon as possible —--- that is, far enough in advance of the
February 10 meeting so that we could line up a presentation speaker
and could notify the recipient so that he would have time to
prepare his acceptance remarks. E=FEas S —t :mf:‘dﬂl;#
the committee wibimi=sigpeat the KPA meeting in Wichita January 16,
17 and 18. If the final decision is made at that time, is there
enough time allowed before the February 10 occasion? Your judgment
on this would be appreciated and certainly should rule as you make
the committee assignment.

(Before I forget it, I want to mention that I am enclosing an
up-to-date roster of Foundation trustees with their addresses.
This will save you the trouble of looking up addresses etc.)

I must also note in this letter that the following
motion was passed st the 1957 Board meeting:

"Payton moved that a committee consisting of past presidents
of the Foundation, plus three other trustees, be appointed
with the purpose of redefining objectives of the Founda-
tion and recommending a program designed to perpetuate
ideals of the late William Allen White and to keep fresh

his memory and works on a national basis. Seconded by

Don Davis. Passed unanimously."
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page 3 November 27, 1957
Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, President

I must confess negligence on my part in failing to follow
up on this. My suggestion is that, since Payton will be elected
president of the Foundation February 10 if we follow precedent, we
hold off procedure on this mgtter until after the 1958 Board
meeting in February. It seems to me that selection of a speaker
on the new basis will satisfy to some degree the motive back of
the motion, and furthermore it seems to me that it would be a
mistake to try to cram such a fundamental matter into the scant
time we have left between now and the February date. The past
presidents are Clyde Reed, Jack Harris and Alvin McCoy, and it
seems to me that it would be only just to tap Martin Fruhman as

one of thepthree on the committee since he has been so utterly

dedicated from the start. Personally, I would like to see Ben Hibbs
on such a committee, for he has in his past a real closeness to

the Kansas journalistic scene and at the same time is far enough
away so that he could bring a perspective to the deliberations

that would be of great value. If you follow my suggestion that
procedure on this motion be held off until after next February 10,
you also will be a past president and automatically a member of

the committee, and I know full well the kind of judgment you could
bring to the committee's thinking.

At the 1957 Board meeting you reappointed Darby, Simons,
Fruhman, Reed and Harris to the finance committee. This com-
mittee has not met --- primarily, I assume, because we have knocked
down our budget to the point where exhaustion of our resources
no longer is imminent; for which reason I have not been sufficiently
agitated to ask for a meeting. The long-range problem still exists,
however, and the question of its scope is tied in directly with the
question of redefining objectives of the Foundation, as I see it.
Therefore, I suggest that this matter be reviewed at the February
meeting as we take up appointment of a committee to implement
Payton's motion (quoted above).

Regarding finances and the discussion of same at the 1957
meeting, I should mention that Will Beck followed up by presenting
a check for $100 along with the statement that reinforcing the
Foundation's finances will be a simple matter if a number of Kansas
editors are satisfied that the Foundation merits such reinforcement
and if they then follow through accordingly. Irving Dilliard also
sent a check -- for $50.

In winding up I do want to mention that Prentice-Hall
Publishing Co., the leading publisher of books in the field of
Journalism, notified me last week that the chances gre 75-25
that the company will offer me a contract for publication of the
Foundation's problem casebook in reporting and editing. They
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page b November 27, 1957
Mr. Rolla A. Clymer, President

promised a decision very shortly. I am hoping, of course, that
the 75 per cent chance comes through, for such a contract would
represent a real step toward achieving one of the first goals of
the Foundation.

Rest assured that I shall be glad to help in any way as
you act on appointment of the committees charged with selecting the
1958 William Allen White Lecturer and the 1958 recipient of the
recognition for Journalistic Merit.

Sil:f;%irs'

Burton W. Marvin,
Director

bwm/s
enclosures
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Department of Technical Journalism

J(andad .S)fafe Cofﬁz e

Manhattan, Kansas

November 27, 1957

Mr, Rolla Clymer
Publisher

The El

Dorade Times

El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Rolla:

The Manhattan Rotary Club would 1i 7 much

to have

you speak to us at noon, Th 14/,

January 30, on the sou,Cu of “;dlSaS
program bomn¢tt;_ meeting last night, sbu “al

members
sire to

within the next few months.

of the committee indicated a strong de-
have you appear on our program sometime
We thought the

January 30 date would be particularly appro-

yriate.
honal
Fopeka

over and
Meeting. We have a club of approximately

Rotary
130 mer

I shall

It also occurred to me you might be in

for Kansas Day and perhaps could stay

be with us the following day for our

bers and I am certain they would all appre=-
ciate an opportunity to hear you.

look forward to hearing from you.
Corii‘lﬂ

(elal/

Ha‘ph He Lgshbroo«
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EVERETT K. WHITE, PRESIDENT

= ROGER G. WHITE. VICE PRESIDENT
Everett K Whlte & co. LELA MAY WHITE, SECRETARY. TREASURER

INCORPORATED

4 ,
MEMBER OF
GUTDOOR ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

JUNIOR PANEL OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION

OFFICE AND SHOP AT 1521 SOUTH SANTA FE AVENUE
P. ©. BOX 307 & BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA ® pPHONE 332

Nov. 29, 1957

IrR. RoLLA CLYMER
THE EL DorADO TIMES
EL Dorapo, Kans.

DeaR MR+ CLYMERS

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, JOHN PURNELL, GAVE ME A GLIPPING OF YOUR EDITORIAL
"o Tax oN BiLLsoarDps" (Mov. 21, 1957).

IT 15 A JOY TO FIND A NEWSPAPER EDITOR TAKING THE FAR SIGHTED INTELLIGENT
SELF INTEREST ATTITUDE YOU DO. TOO OFTEN NEWSPAPER EDITORS EITHER KEEP
SILENT FOR FEAR OF AIDING A COMPETITOR OR ACTUALLY CLAP THEIR HANDS IN GLEE
WHEN WE GET IN TROUBLE WITHOUT RECOGMIZING THE FACT THAT ALL ADVERTISING
MEDIA ARE IN THE SAME BOAT BATTLIMNG FOR OUR COLLEGCTIVE LIVES AGAINST THE
WAVES OF COLLECTIVIST NOTIONS OF THE PSEUDO LIBERALS.

YOou MIGHT BE INTERESTED TO KNOW THAT OUR FIRM MAINTAINS ALMOST A HUNDRED

8' x 16" HicHwaY BULLETINS (BILLBOARDS) FOR THE CITIES SERVIGE OIL CO. IN
THE STATE OF KANSAS AND THAT WE PAY TAXES IN SEVERAL WAYS. EVERY STRUGCTURE
WE OWN |5 LOCATED ON A SITE LEASED FROM THE OWNER AND THE SITE RENTAL HELPS
TO PAY REAL ESTATE TAXESs

THE STATE OF KANSAS REQUIRES US TO PAY 2% USE TAX ON THE VALUE OF ALL
MATERIAL GOING INTO THESE SIGN BOARDS EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE ALREADY PAID
OKLAHOMA SALES TAX ON THE MATERIAL.

WE VOLUNTARILY LIST ALL OUR SIGN STRUGCTURES WITH THE COUNTY ASSESSORS OF THE
VARIOUS COUNTIES IN WHICH THEY ARE LOCATED IN OUR TRI-STATE OPERATION, AND
PAY PERSONAL PROPERTY AD=-VALOREM TAX ON EACH SIGN.

EACH TIME WE RUN AN EREGTION OR MAINTENANGE SERVIGE TRUGK AGROSS A KANSAS
STATE LINE WE ARE GHARGED A MINIMUM $2.50 FEE AND SOMETIMES A GREAT DEAL MORE
BASED ON THE MILES TRAVELED, AND OF COURSE WE ALSO PAY GASOL INE TAXES AND

ALL THE OTHER EXGISE TAXES THAT ANY OTHER BUSINESS PAYS.

S0 WE FEEL WE ARE NOT GETTING A FREE RIDE IN SPITE OF THE ORIES OF A LOUD
MOUTHED MANORITY AcGUSING THE QUTDOOR ADVERTISING INDUSTRY OF PROFITING BY
THE GOOD ROADS PROGRAM TAX FREEa.

AgAtN, MR. CLYMER, | WANT TO SAY THANK YOU IN BEHALF OF MY OWN FIRM AND THE
OQuTDOOR ADVERTISING INDUSTRY.

IF AVAILABLE, | WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE SEVERAL EXTRA COPIES OF THE

Store Front Signs * Truck Lettering * Scotchlite Highway Bulletins * Qutdoor Posters
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To RoLLA CLYMER

EDITORIAL TOGETHER WITH YOUR MAST HEAB, OR IF YOU CAN, FURNISH EVEN ONE GOPY
WITH PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE. | WOULD LIKE TO SEND THIS EDITORIAL WITH
PROPER SOURCE CREDIT TO QUR STATE SENATORS, OUR NATIONMAL ASSOGIATION, ETGs
AS IT IS A VERY EFFEGTIVE PIECE OF WRITING IN OUR BEHALF .

WE ARE INDEBTED TO YOU AND OTHERS

LIKE YOU WHO HAVE GONE TO BAT FOR US.

CORDIALLY YQURS,

P EVERETT K WHITE
4
/
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STAR PARTS, Inc.

Formerly LINOTYPE PARTS COMPANY, INC.

FACTORY & MAIN OFFICE NSACK, N. J. « WESTERN BRANC

AGENEIES: € . Lo § ¢ MINNEAPOLIS « DENVER »

1327 BROADWAY
KANSAS CITY 5, MO.
HA 1-5522

December 2, 1957

Times Publishing Company
118 East Central
El Dorado, Kansas
Attention: Mr. R. A. Clymer, Mgr.

Gentlemen:

We are in receipt of your order for 2 -~ 10 em Ejector Blades, for
which we thank you.

We are sorry to advise however, that we do not carry these parts in
stock and therefore are forced to cancel your order,

We are looking forward to serving you in your future needs.

Cordially yours,

S T ARR PEASRGTeS, INCoH

,q/ 7
- . >
i L) /‘ L

MVMcKees TAD Vice President LA

Manufacturers of Parts and Equipment for Linotype and Intertype Machines
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POTWIN, KANSAS
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The Pittsburg Headlight THE PITTsBURG SUN

EVENINGS
MORNINGS
A
EXCEPT SUNDAY EXCEPT MONDAY

Established 1887

Established 1915

THE PITTSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
Dec. 2, 1867

Rolla A. Clymer
The Times
El Dorado, Kas.

Lear Rolla:
My dear Mr, Past President KSHS:

I certainly want you to note the feature story which
our Mr, Taylor, Horse Editor, supplied the AP in its
new campaign of features for release Saturday. I
realize it took a lot of space if used in full and
that it was not hardly possible for some to use it
Saturday. But if you missed it I certainly want you
to read it. We bring in the centernial and it is my
hope that this would be the opening gun for centennial
publicity.

Look at Blythe's statement at Hutchinson about Docking
wanting to find out what every Tom, Dick and Harry was
thinking about taxes. That Tom, Dick and Harry thing
will cost us and cost us, in my judgment.

erely,

Brinkerhoff
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The Pittahury Headlinht THE Prrtssure Sun
Excg::bgﬁg‘%ny MORNINGS

EXCEPT MONDAY
Eatablished 1887

Established 1915

THE PITTSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
Dec. 4, 1957

Rolla A, Clymer
The Times
E1 Dorado, Kas.

Dear Rolla:

You will be receiving a recuest from John M. Henry of the
Des Moines papers for some inf ormation. He wants to

know, for purposes of a book he is writing, how the
newspaper fellows of Kansas organized to promote ALf
Landon in 1936. He is an old friend of mine., I suggested
that you were on the job with the newspaper work in 1936
and undoubtedly would be willing to give him the
information.

How is old Nosy this summer--Indian summer ?

Sincerely yours,
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CLYDE M. REED, JR.

PARSONS, KANSAS

December 6, 1957

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Llorado Times
El VPorado, Kansas

Dear Hams
4As always, 1t was good to see you in El Dorado

the other day, ahd I am sorry to have imposed on
you, but certalnly appreclate the time you gave me.

The note from Dick Robbins arrived this morning,
and is very interesting as well as encouraging.

If there 1s anything I should know from time to
time, I am depending on you and a few of my close
friends to keep me advised.

I noted with interest what you had to say

about "the turnpike vote™ in your editorial column
the other day.

CMR:s
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