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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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CHICAGO ATLANTA CHARLOTTE DALLAS OKLAHOMA CITY

‘Burke, Kurers & JManoney, mvc.
T AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
UBLISHERS' REPRESEN‘TATIVES e

MEMBER OF NEWSPAPER REPRESENTATIVES ASSOCIATION OF CHICAGO

TELEPHONE 203 NORTH WABASH AVENUE

%
STATE 2-4218-9 CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS . OF NEWSPAPER REPRESENTATIVES

June 30, 1954

Mr. R. A. Clymer
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

Thanks very much for your letter of the 28th, giving a break-
down of net national advertising revenue and commission for
January through May of this year.

I am looking forward to receipt of the completed signed agree-
ment, following which I shall probably make a swing around
through Kansas the week of July 18th, primarily for the purpose
of visiting your home city and completing the contract arrange-
ment previously discussed.

With kindest personal regards, I am,
Sine yours,

Clarence Kuipers
BURKE, KUIPERS & MAHONEY, INC.
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J. MARTYN WALSH
425 NORTH EELMONT
WrioHITA 8, KANSAS

July 1, 1954

Editor R. A. Clymer
El Dorado Times
E1l Dorado, Kansas

Dear Editor Clymer,

Thank you for the information. This
will help me much. Your suggestions are
excellent, and I will benefit from them.

It seems that there if“wheat" dissatis=-
faction in Kansas, We need Woody now to help
Kansas to regain its place as the grower of the
"best wheat in the world", eh?

Every good wish to you in all your

work,

Gratefully yours,

—

N f
\ ] |
gl Al
ol / & "’ AALY u\‘_‘

/ [
\ =
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KANSAS TERRITORIAL CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Rozert TarT, Chairman
wrence

Cuarres M. Correrr, Vice-Chairman
Manhattan

Rozert ViosPER, Secretary
Lawrence

Grorce L. ANDERsoN
Lawrence

Mgs. OrviLLE BurTis
Manhattan

Rorra A, CLYMER
El Dorado

JeromE Custiman
Salina

Kexvetn Davis
Manhattan

EvererT E. ERHART
Stafford

Maunice Facer
Topeka

Jomw M. FerLer
Leavenworth

Mzs, Frank Havucke
Florence

Brrss IseLy
Wichita

T. M. LiLLARD
Topeka

Rr. Rev. Cureeert McDowaLn, 0.5.B.
Archison

Don McNeaL
Council Grove

Lanry MiLLer
Topeka
NyLE MiLLER
Topeka

Mes. Howarp N. Moses
Salina

Tep L, Sexton
Leavenworth

DoLrn Stmons
Lawrence

Frep W, Stein
Atchison

Rev. Miuton R. VoceL
Topeka

Harry W. Woons
Topeka

Miss Viviaw Woopy
Douglass

L.D. Wooster
Hays

C. O. Wrignr
Topeka

Appointed by Executive Order of

Governor Epwarp F. Arn Universrry oF Kansas

Lawgence, Kansas

July 1, 1954

Dear Committee Members:

I should like to report on the activities of the Commit-
tee as carried out through this office since I last
wrote you,

Our Exhibit Car has now been on the road continuously
since it started from Topeka on February 16, Over 50
towns have been visited and over 50,000 people have
seen the exhibits, In general it has drawn good crowds
and created real interest, We have subscribed to a
clipping service for state papers and the comments on
the Car have been most favorable,

Mr, Charles Dick has been with the Car most of the time
and his services have done much to create good will,
publicity and interest for the Car on its tour of the
state, His has been a seven-day a week jobe-with some
evening openings as well--and we have tried to give him
occasional relief, At the present moment he is working
here in the office for three weeks, his place on the Car
being taken by Mr, Loy Bilderback one of our history
students here in the University, He will relieve Mr, Dick
for three weeks and then later in August will relieve
him for another three weeks when Mr, Dick will come into
the office and relieve the Chairman while he is on his
vacation, Miss Carolyn Husted is working through the
summer as the Chairman's secretary,

A number of Committee members have been actively engaged
in speaking on the significance of the Centennial year,
Messrs, Nyle Miller, L., D, Wooster, John Feller and your
Chairman have been particularly active in this connection,
Possibly other Committee members have been equally active
but have not reported their activities to me,

For those of you who were unable to be present at the
Fort Leavenworth and Council Grove ceremonies in connec-
tion with the first day of issue of the Kansas commemora-
tive stamps, I should like to report excellent programs,
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Report to Committee Members (cont'd), ~2=

The program at Fort Leavenworth, despite rain, was well attended, some seven

or eight hundred being present, We are greatly indebted to Governor Arn,
Senator Carlson, and Assistant Postmaster General Robertson for their active
participation in the program as well as the whole-hearted cooperation of the
authorities at Fort Leavenworth and of Mayor Sexton, John Feller, and Fred Stein,
all three of whom are Committee members,

I trust that each of you who were not present at Fort Leavemworth received the
sheet of autographed Kansas stamps in the special holder, Copies were sent to
all absent members and although most have been acknowledged, I am not sure that
several Committee members have received the souvenir album,

Other Centennial activities include the history conference at the University
on April 29 and May 1 which was sponsored by Committee member George Anderson
and was well attended., The joint meeting of the Nebraska and Kansas Historieal
Society at Falls City, Nebraska on May 9 drew some 250--including a number of
Committee members--for the dinner and an audience of 500 for the program which
followed, Dean Roy Nichols of the University of Pennsylvania and your
Chairman were the speakers on this occasion,

Through the interest of Mr, Blake and Rod Runyan of the Capper Publications,
nearly two thousand dollars--chiefly in $100,00 amounts--was raised to under-
write the preparation of a Kansas commemorative medallion. The face of the
medallion--which will be some three inches in diameter--will have the same
design as that which appears on the commemcrative coin of smaller size, a
specimen of which each of you should have received, They will be ready for
distribution in several weeks and I trust that each Committee member will
receive one, Committee members Darby, Stein and Simons were amonz the public
spirited citizens who helped to underwrite this venture.

Of the ten thousand dollars appropriated by the Legislature for our activities
somewhat more than half will be gone by the first of July. By careful control
of the remainder, I believe we shall get through the year on the balance which
remains,

The last item to be reported to you concerns my visit with President Eisenhower
at the White House on the morning of June 15, The appointment was arranged
through the courtesy and cooperation of Chancellor Murphy of the University and
Senator Carlson, The album of the Kansas Commemorative stamps prepared by the
Pogt-office Department was presented to the President who expressed his delight
and interest in them, He had not seen the stamp before and expressed special
interest in the attractive desien, Our invitation to visit Kansas during the
Centennial year was again renewed and the President expressed interest in making
such a visit,

President Eisenhower wrote me the day following our appointment and his conclud=
ing sentence reads: "As I told you yesterday, I shall make every effort to come
to Kansas sometime during the early fall, but I cannot yet make a definite

commi tment "

May I again express my thanks to each of you individually for the whole-hearted
cooperation and support you have given me,

Sincerely,
= s

/’ . =
gl
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Lawrence
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Appointed by Executive Order of
Governor Eowarn F. Arn

UniversiTy oF Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Chairman Taft and Committee Members Anderson, lirs. Burtis,
Darby, Correll, Feller, Miller, Sexton, Stein, Vosper, and
ooster were present on the occasion of the Fort Leaven-
worth ceremonies on Monday ilay 3lst, the program for which
has been distributed to all members of the Committee,

Despite some rain which forced the program indoors; the
whole affair was well attended, on schedule, and impressive,
lire Frank Reeder, Jr., was unfortunately not able to leave
his home in Pennsylvania because of a recent accident, but
most generously lfrs. Hillah Reeder Andrews of New York City,
a great grand-daughter of Governor Andrew H. Reeder, attended
the meeting and read lir, Frank Reeder's greetings frem the
platform.

Following the program, members of the Committee and their
companions as well as other guests were entertained at the
Officers Club wit) e luncheon provided by the city of
Leavenworth at which Mayor Sexton presided. Following the
Juncheon Senator Carlson spoke briefly, assuring the group
that President Eisenhower will make a Centennial address in
Kansas, but that pressure of national business does not per=
mit him to set a date at this time, The President will

also appear in Nebraska, Chairman Taft then presented special
portfolios of stamps and a coin'medatlion to distinguished: :
guests and to Committee members who were present; other
members of the Committee will receive theirs by mail, He
announced that the large medallien which has now been
financed will be ready soon,

Robert Vosper, Secretary
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The Pittsbury Headlight THE P1Trseure SUN
EVENINGS

EXCEPT SUNDAY EXG‘::%?N;IEclanY

Established 1887

Established 1915

THE PrTTSBURG PUBLISHING COMPANY

F. W. BRINKERHOFF
EDITOR AND MANAGER

Pittsburg, Kansas
July 1, 1954

Rolla A. Clymer
The Ts+mes
El Dorado, Keas.

Dear Rolla:

I assume you have read my little discussion of George's speech
on staying on the job 1f he is elected. I have liked Templar
for a long, long time. I think he would be a good governor

as he has been a good legislator. There is nothing spectacular
about him but there is a lot of solidity. The thing that
worries me about him is, of course, that "Fearless Frank" is in
charge of things. And if ever there was a nuisance in Kansas
politics--someone who was not what he seemed to be--that is our
friend, the incomparable fence rider and dodger. I say to

you that in-so-far as his ability 1s concerned he is as ruthless
gs he is ignorant. He is crude in his political manners and he
certainly presumes on the indifference or the ignorance of the
people of Kansas. If George is the winner in the primary,
"Fearless Frank" with Wes Roberts and some of the others will
continue control of the Republican state orgenization. And it
will be devoted extensively and maybe exclusively to the welfare
of "Fearless Frank." Make no mistale about that. Wes Roberts
will be back on hand with a silver platter on his lap. On the
other hand, if Hall Wins, Mr. Yount and the C. I. 0. and the
ruffians thh?ve cauged trouble down here will do their very
best to take over and run the Republican committee. The best
hope in thet condition lies in the strong contentions of

Hell's enemies that he is not solid, that he can double cross
and does and that he will throw down his friends. If he can do
that to these fellows, it might be helpful.

T speak to you about the ruthlessness of "Fearless Frank" and

his bunch with full personal knowledge. A Republican in the

Third Distriet who was oyt working for the Republic party before
he could vote and hﬂiﬁﬁ!ﬁb a Republican worker on time was
brutally abused by "Fearless Frank" and his bunch kpcause he
sought to betome a delégate to the nati ondl convention in 1952.
This Republican was working for the Republican party long before
"Fearless Frank" and his buddies knew whether they were
Republicans or ttentots. It was not a straight out fight

based on issues: It was an abuse of power. Men who were friends
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aeenhy

of this Republiecan for many years were ceal led in and ordered to
be against him. At least one man was made to lie. Efforts were
made to cause this Republican trouble in his own county through
splitting of his associates in party affairs an

social friends. M

I do not know what T will dos T ‘Rave an idea what I
to say. But T may not say 1t. T am sorry not to be able to
jump into the pool with you for & nice swim during July.

Rolla A. Clymer--2--July 1, 1954

Very privately to you because it would not do. for me to be
quoted, my judgment is that Hall will be nominated and that
Salome will be elected. And if this fight gets bitter enough,
the same thing could happen if George were nominated.

FWB:1s
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NEW YORK
7 :

Hevald iR Tribune

A European Edition is Published Daily in Parts

PEnnsylvania 64000 230 West 41st Street, New York 36
July 2nd, 1954

¥Mr. R. A. Clymer
Editor and Manager
El Dorado Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

We acknowledge, with regrets, your
decision to drop the David Iawrence dis-
patches, We'!'ll arrange to discontinue
service and billing after the week ending
July 31st which will cover the customary
30-days cancellation notice.

Mey we suggest Roscoe Drummond as a
replacement? Mr. Drummond writes four times
a week and is now published in 132 newspapers
since his introduction in the Herald Tribune
last October.

We'd appreciate hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

NEW YORK HERALD TRIRUNE SYNDICATE

siness Maneger
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Tue Citizens State Bank oF FL [Dorapo

EL DORADO, KANSAS

ED. CORMAN
EARMIER

July 2, 1954

Mr. R. &, Clymer

Editor, Times Publishing Co.
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Mr. Clymer:

The officers and employees of the Citizens Stite
Bank join me im thenking you for the beautiful basgket of
gladioli and cermations sent to us in observance of our 55th

anniversary.
Your thoughtfulness was very grestly spprecia‘ed.

i struly yours,
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Form Approved
Budges Duress Vo, TE-Ritd
et 3

VETERANS ADMIMISTRATION |
MONTHLY CERTIFICATION A -~ NONACCREDITED
RENTICE TRAINING C SES, AND ( J \
(Under Title I, Public , 82nd Congress)

INPORTANT = Please reed instructions on reverms fore completing this - Type or print all sntries in ink.

T LAST WAME + FIF iE - F YETERA

Ridge, Willard

| SEC A - CERTIFICATION BY
|

raverse)

Tl L

DATES | | i |
ABSENT | |

£ TRAINIHG INTER

7B, DATE COMMENCED ACTIVE DUTY IN ARMED FORCES

| L) ves ¥ (17 " ves,” complods ioa B} o0 —
. DO YOU 5T) vE T SaMi WUMBER OF DOPENDENTS PRLY SLY CLAIMED, IFf aNY! (1{ you cleie additionsl dependente, prosf of depends
ency will be required. See inetruction § on raveras.)

g YES D WO (IFf " Na,"™ explain)

9. DATE 5IGMED 10, SIGMATURE OF VETERAN (De nef print)

July 64 1954 SIGN HERE

Ik 1NK

SECTION B = CERTIFICATION BY EDUCAVIONAL INSTITUTION OR TRAINING ESTABLISHMENT (Sew inatra. 4, 6, 7 end § on reverss)

IT 15 MEREBY CERTIFIED THAT {except ss explained in ~ REMARLKS™ below):

(1) During the pericd shows in iten 3 this veterm was enrolled In and pursusd his spproved program of education md tralning except
for the days of sbsance indicated heorein

(2) His conduct end progress are satisfectory according to tha estsblished standards and practices of this school or tralning eatab-
14 shnent.

(3) His progrem of sducation and training end the pursuit thereof continue to mest the requirements of spplicsble VA reguletions.
(4) There have been no changes in the veteran’s enrollment stotus as certified to the VA st the time of his enrollment.

Tl REMARKS

12 MAME AND ADDRESS OF SCHOOL OR Hulxrﬁ ESTABL | SRBdENT 13, DATE 5-g-.n T4, SIGHATURE AND TITLE OF CERTIFYINGZOFFICLAL

The Times Publishing Comparyt July

|

General lanager

R or N Fir e aiss sritemenis asasonning avy oloin fud Sensfite of EMD (o0 apy Tovnls In | Ekes fastelontq SafikmEs and ather
Bamefits end Tins o iopsiseasent or both

VA DC 148312
Ll En 71996b ks
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INSTRUCTIONS

1. This form must be completed at the end of each
calendar month by the veteran and the school or
training establishment and forwarded to the VA Of-
fice where the veteran's records are located. The
education and training allowance cannot be paid for
any month until this form completed for that month
is received by the VA, If this form is not received
in the VA within 10 days after the end of the month
the education and training allowance may not be
paid until the following month. The veteran should
not inquire about his check for at least 20 days after
this form is forwarded to the VA. The veteran's
program of education and training will be discon-
tinued by the VA if no reports are received for two
consecutive months.

2. If the veteran commences training on or after
the 20th of the monththe certification of training for
the rest of that month shall be included in the report
for the following month. (Space has been provided
in item35 of this form for reporting absences where,
as in these circumstances, more than one month is
involved.)

3. ABSENCE REPORT BY THE VETERAN

(a) The letter "A" must be entered in the appro-
priate boxes in Item 5 for the dates on which you
were absent from training for a full day. Do not
report those days on which the school or training
establishment was closed for the week-end. If you
are taking on-the-job training you must report as
absences all work-days on which you did not work
because of strikes, shortages of materialor inclem-
ent weather.

(b) Enter the letter "C" in the appropriate
boxes for all those days on which the school or train-
ing establishment was closed for Federal or State
nolidays and vacation periods. Do not report those
days on which the school or training establishment
was closed for the week-ends.

4 ABSENCE REPORT BY THE SCHOOL OR
ESTABLISEMENT

In addition to the veteran's report of full-day
absences in Item 5 the school or establishment will
report allabsences of less thana fullday in Item 11,
"Remarks' in the following manner: Compute the
average number of hours of attendance per. day by
dividing the total required hours of attendance per
week by the number of days In the week on which
attendance is required for this veteran. The total
hours of absence will be converted to full days of
absence by dividing such total by the average num-

ber of required hours of attendance per day. An
abgence of less than an hour will be counted as a
full hour of absence. When the total hours of ab-
sence have been converted to days of absence a
fraction of 1/2 day or less will not be reported.
However, if the fraction is greater than 1/2, it will
be reported as an additional full day of absence.

5. ITEM 8.

The veteran should enter any additional dependents
acquired. Increased education and training allow-
ance because of additional dependents cannot be paid
until the veteran submits to the VA proof of rela-
tionship and dependency. Any changes in the status
of dependents previously claimed should also be re-
ported in this item (e.g., where the previously
established dependency of a parent ceases to exist).

6. SECTION B.

The school or training establishment must verify
the accuracy of the absence record reported by the
veteran. The signature of the responsible official
of the school or training establishment constitutes
a certification that the veteran's report is correct
except as explained under item 11, "Remarks".

7. ITEM 11,

The school or establishment should report all:
changes in the veteran's enrollment and training -
status in this space. Examples of such changes
are: (a) the veteran's conduct and progress become
unsatisfactory; (b) the veteran's training is inter-
rupted or discontinued by the veteran or the school
or training establishment at any time during the
period for which this certification is being made;
{c) in school courses the veteran's training load
(i.e., the required clock hours of attendance or net
instruction per week) is changed so as to affect the
payment of the education and training allowance
or the rate at which the veteran's entitlement is
charged; (d) in apprentice training or other.on-the-
job training the veteran's hours of employment per
week are changed to the extent that he is"pursuing
training for less than 36 hours per week, or he is
not pursuing his course for the number.of hours in
the standard work week of the training establishment.

8. If the veteran is takinghis course in a school on
less than a one-half time basis, any change in the
clock hours of attendance or the net hours of in-
struction per week, or the established charges for
tuition and fees; should be reported to the VA.
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1954 1954

December 7, 1954

The Times Publishing Co., Dec. 7,
118 East Central, 1954
El Dorado, Kans. Gene ral Manager
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