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This series of the Rolla Clymer collection includes sent and received correspondence arranged chronologically
beginning in 1909. With few exceptions, the correspondence provides a continuous and very complete view of his
activities. Much of the earliest correspondence in the Clymer collection pertains to information about the College
of Emporiafor the period Clymer was a student there. Scattered throughout the remainder of the correspondence
isinformation about Emporia athletics and alumni activities and letters with former classmates. From 1914 to
1918, Clymer was editor and manager of the Olathe, Kansas, Register. In 1918, Rolla Clymer moved his young
family to El Dorado, Kansas, where he became editor and manager of the El Dorado Republican. Except for a six
month hiatus in 1937 as editor and manager of the Santa Fe New Mexican in Santa Fe, New Mexico, Clymer
served the remainder of his professional career in El Dorado.

In his later years, Clymer devoted much of histime to efforts to preserve the Kansas Flint Hills region which he
dearly loved. In addition to newspaper editorials, he wrote and published numerous widely circulated articles and
poems about the Flint Hills. Perhaps his best known tribute was his poem "Majesty of the Hills," which helped
earn him the designation as Poet Laureate of the Flint Hills. Rolla Clymer died on June 4, 1977, having been the
editor of the El Dorado Times for fifty-nine years. For a complete contents list of the Rolla Clymer collection, see
the External Links below.
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RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansos
DAVID H, CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

Tuesday
Dear Dad -

Rine Drilling company is down 3878 which is 34 feet lower than
the big Imperial well and 1s now lower than any well drilled in
the area. And they are still looking for the Arbuckle. They will

drill it desper but will probably find nothing but ocean.

Tt is the damndest thing I ever head of but it happens every doy

in the oil business. We got & cheap look. I pald $5 expense for

you for reglstering the sbstract, etc. which Snodgrass pald., I
think that I can get your money out of this deal and have the

other acresge free. However, that is not the way we intend to

ride it as this county seems to be pimplely and we may still hav e
a maximum pimple on the east end. For no more than we have in ix" J:
ther o i }; ' o EeX
i},gieji';loulzari-on to be in a msag hurry to do anythings Zrceef

A wire from Krabe this morning indicates that the Kingman merger
may go through and that the 90 offer mey be the winning bigd.

Thet, of course, lets us out but Krabe says that he will tell us

if it gpoes back to & one paper stabtus. Ve called him Sunday and
told him that we weren't intorested at anywhere ner the asking
price which lets Krabe know thet he can sell it but at a much

lower price.

Nothing else new.
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RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

Tuesday
Memndtay

Dear Dad:

Attached 1s e self-explanatory le tter which arrived
thls morning concerning a paper which Lon and I have
been vitally interested 1n during the past two yesrs
and one which Krasbe has sent queries to for us.

Now - T taked wi th Lon this morning and Krsbe had
celled him about the desl last night, Lon belleves
that this one 1s much better than eitlsr ML or Oakley
and that it would round out our group of four - with
me devoting my time to the overall management.,

We have not seen the operating statement but the 60
flgure should be gross, We believe that this field
hasnot been exploited as well as it could have besn
and that it i1s a natural for what we want.

I know all the stock answers agalrs t our entering
this venture at this time and will concur.

My question is this,

Should we be interested enoughi to follow the deal
through as Krabe thinks that 60 will be the price
and that Tibbetts will go for a shall down payment
to responsible parties. By small we figure 20 and
less, naturelly, if we can get it. Th balance at

4% would be our deal.

Lon has a boy at Colo Springs who 1s capable of a
deal and might take half - Lon would tske the other
half 1f I can't swing it. Or, we would put Jerry Dick
from ML there as he is resady.

As these deals go, they always come up suddenly and
we can't cover all of the asm cts m of the problem
at this time.

I would suggest that you call Krabe and get hls lineup
on the deal as we both have confidence in him. Would
like to hear yow comments by Thursday or Friday as
Lon would make the trip this weekend,

The big doins' at Russell ends with a free barbsque
on Saturday, Sept . 12. Why don't you plmm to come
out that weekend.,

Will maill last week's issue apﬁ/
of the Mercury to you.
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RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

Friday

DearDad -

Rine Drilling company started the plts today
for C. L. McMahon, Tulsa, with whom Bradile
made the dsal,

T am frankly surprised that the guy is golng
ahead with the deal - he had until the 20th:-
and feel that we heve as good a chance as ariye
£ 4 1-2 1] o] » “'F-~
of pickin'! off a good one. (ks
i

Lon 1s coming in Sunday and we are going te

K and lobk 1t over Monday. I have concluded
that 1f we do anything we'll make a damn
conservative offer after everyone else hasd
had a crakk at 1t. I don't think that it will
go for anywhere near the figure that isasked,

Only one other desl - to sell both K and greensburg -
appears on the horizon at the present time and there
are some if's and but's connnected with it. If the
guy nts both he is welcome to them. We don't care
for Greensburg.

I have the thing pegged at 50 with 12 down, belance
at 5%, I know this will be the last resort for
Tibbets and I'm not so damn sure but what he will
have to take it. That being the case, our offer will
be considerably less.

I think that Kinsely would be a good steady deal but
is not worth any premium. I know that we could make
it pay itself out.

I'm just talking out loud now as we haven't done &
thing since I talked with you and you will know eny
future moves (for your concurence) before they happene.

I would be perfectly content to have Lon put up the 12
and I would give him a note for 6. That would not disruph

my present obliesations in any way and Lon would draw down
from K until he pgot hils 12 back.

If you don't come out with Gross next weekend, you might
drive out Fridey afternoon and visit with Lon and I and

then we could drive to Russell Ssturday - stay here Sat,
night also - back to El Do Sunday. We would put you up

in the motel.

Will keep you posted.
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17 CENTRAL STREET

METHUEN, MASS.

Editor
E1l Doradc Times
El Dorado, Kansas

Dear Sir:

Whilst still a resident of El1 Dorado subsequent to the
flood in May of this year, I recollect that your news-
paper carried an article concerning the possibility of
claiming tax rebate as a result of being a flood victim,

As you may see from the above address, I am no longer a
resident, but would be very much obliged if you could
arrange to supply me with a copy of the mentioned article
or the address of the tax expert or official who was
responsible for originating the article, in order that
at least in my case some advantage might be derived from
the flood.

No doubt you have completely forgotten me, but I was intro-
duced to you at the dinner at the hotel after the local
teachers association had toured the various plants, and
where you gave such an excellent after-dinner speech.

At that time I was plant manager of Grayco Industries,
Thanking you in anticipation,

Very truly yours,

X w%a&*_ :
S. W. Farl/

SWF:aal
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THE LYONS DAILY NEWS

PAUL A. JONES
Editor

Dear Rolla:

Under separate caver I am malling to
you a book, my first and, in all probabil-
ity, my last attempt at fiction. If you will

give me a little mention I shallbe grateful,

especially if you state that 1t may be obtained
from local book stores or postpald for $2.75
from Pralrie Publishers, Lyons, Xansas.

Also 1f you willl give me the name of
& book store or two in your city I shall be
further obligated.

Sincerely

Ga
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THE EMPORIA GAZETTE

THE WHITE CORPORATION, INC.
W. L. WHITE, EpiToR

EMPORIA, KANSAS

E. T. LOWTHER
BUSINESS MANAGER

Friday morning.

Dear Rolla:

As I told you, if the Santa Fe located
our car of paper I wouldn't call. They located it
and that's why you didn't hear from me. The paper
got into KC Thursday night and came on down to
Emporia early today and we are now ready to unload.
That was a close call and all the fault of M & O.
The office wrote us in July the car would be shipped
on or sbout August 8 and they didn't ship it untdl
August 14.

I want to thank you just the same for your
generous offer to help us out, but am glad we didn't
have to bother you. I am going to try and get a firm

shipping date hereafter out of M & O--one or two

days leeway wouldn't be so bad, but a week's delay

sure is too long.
So again many thanks and our best regards
to you and remember us to Klint,too.

Sincerely yours,

Jo i85
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From WINNIE ( THE CLIPFPER) TAYLOR

DlIstrict U. S. PRESS ASSOCIATION
7-7518 806 Seventeenth Street, Northwest
WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

Publishers of the G ts Editorial C:
YOUR WASHING TON-EXCLUSIVE

Dear Mr. Clymer,

Thanks so much for your
prompt response to our query . . and we
are very happy that you find our material
useful. Thanks also, for the kind words

on the card . . the very finest compen—
sation for our efforts.

Your good EL DORADO TIMES
vwas in the mail bag yesterday - it is
& splendid paper and we are proud to add
you to our list. And we shall continue
to try to give you the feel of this
town down here on the Potomac where the
currente and cross-currents of affsirs
whirl about us until we're dizzy. And
then we kmow that in fifteen minutes
we can be out in the peaceful hillsg of
Virginia - a mighty fine way to gain
Pérspective. So . . this being press day,
we tooka tura through the hills and came

“EDITORS are somewhat like PEOPLE . . . and ought to be
more like them when possible.” (Our Motto)
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back refreshed for the usual all-night

job of "getting out the letter" to our good
editor friends all over this grand United
States.

Bob joins me in wishing for you and
yours a wonderful holiday season, and a good
and satisfying New Year.

Sincerely,

LUM"(T‘?A«
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RUSH COUNTY’'S NEWSPAPER

La Crosse,
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher e

Thursdey

Dear Dad?

Encles ed is your copy of the report and two interest
checks which I am sure you will kmow what to do with,.

We had a good month but the account receivables don't
seem to drop much. I plan to go after these as tha
1s money in the bank as fer as I am concerned,.

Harry suggested that we walt six more months before
me= moving any money from El Dorado here. He said that
1% would make my payoff record look better and then
we would not renew the note for so much so that the
examiners would think I was making some heedway. &
think it 1is strietly for the birds but we'll i It it
go thet way mnyway.

Most of the money this month went for interest ad

income tax. I expe ct to meke a sigzesble depletion
though during the mext two months,

I hope that the amount of the checks enclosed is
sufficient. I flgurelboth for six months at 5%

No wheat crop so business will drop some this summer.
Tooks as if office supplies are carrying a good share
of the load.

I am le eving Sunday for a week in Minnesota fishing.
Betty plans to call Mother and glve her all of the
detalls but we plan to come to EL Do Saturdgy, June 20
and have Dick christened on Sunday.

See you then -

www.kansasmemory.org/item/229011 ~ Page 31036/38307
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory

SOCIETY
Rolla Clymer correspondence

THE GLOBE PUBLISHING CO.

CHARTER MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS - ASSOCIATED PRESS - BUREAU OF ADVERTISING, A.N.P. A.

ATCHISON, KANSAS

GENE A. HOWE, Chairman of Board
PAUL ALLINGHAM, President
AL BENMETT, Publisher-Editor

Tuesg=
Dear Rolla:

A thounsand pardons !

Have been covering a rape case, All reporters out
in the hinterland getting pictures of graduating classes for
an edition, People walking in with the damnedest reqguests,
Phone ringing off the hook.

Bob Taft of the Academy pf Science mentioned your
reply. I feverishly went thru a week s suppgy of Times. Couldn't
find it. Appreciate your help immensély.

Sure, Snort would never have needed it. But
could he have been this busy? Probably.

In appreciation, I shall cuss you roundly in
the Wednesday April 29 issue of the Daily Disappointment.

Best,

Go

Al
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EL DORADO JUNIOR COLLEGE
EL DORADD - KANSAS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Rolla Clymer, Editor
El Dorado Times
El Doradn, Kansas

Dear Mr, Clymer:

I wonld like to tell you again that I still feel that the
job you did at the banguet last night was the best that I
have ever heard, You knew exactly what to say and how to
say it.

The events of the past weekend have dome a lot for the
community and for the junior college and I feel that you
have contributed a major portion in the celebration of this
victory.

Wie sincerely hope that the El Dorade Junior College and the
El Dorado Public Schools will continue to merit the fine
support that we have from the community in the past.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁgi ckford

Dean
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RUSH COUNTY'S MEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H, CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

Thursday night

Dear Dad -

No I don't like these letterheads elther. Will change
color combinations next time which may improve the
appearance some - if not, I'll junk 1t.

As you can ses from the report I took $700 hers this
month and will take $570 out of ML. Will have $200
withdrawal from ML so this wlll leave me just short
of my goal of $1500, I will have to pay some interest
so I won't know exactly where I stand until I make my
payment to Harry ® probably tomorrow. In the event
that I am one or two hundred dollars short, I believe
that I can take that out of La Crosse later on thils
month - after the 3k 15th.

This will leave the arrangement at five from E1 Do.
I will write you after the 15th and let you know when
I definitely need the mpmde money.

Of course, I don't have anyway of telling what I can
do in the way of taking money from Oakley but you can
rest assured that we won't leave any losse dollar bills
lying ground. After we get into the thing a 1little
farthér, L can tell more about how and when I can make
this payment and that and of course, at the same time,
will keep the interest paild on the Citizen's note.

I am looking forward to this combined operation as a
new mimmmer challenge and feel that I will be able to
operate in the future as well as I@IG in the paste.

Many of the probdems and plans that have turned over
in my mind repeatedly cannot be dlscusased 4 length

in a letter. After the baby is born which should be
sometime around Christmas you might possilbly arrange

a trip out this way. At present there 1is no definite
plan as to who is coming and when but it might be

that if Mother, Catherine and Louise came up early
that you and Aunt Ruby could follow in a day or 80
This of course would depend upon how Betty 1s fealiggﬁs
We will have to stake you out in our luxur

motel but we do have lEenrmsmemt cook, mald and bab

sitter service which has been mighty nice during {heaa

past weeks.

We are moving Jerry Dick i‘x«:\:nt}utli.l:1 He is a capable :ngt.ed
i 0 ve m more acqu
%g%grgi&lgﬂ%g;a%?gnfoR%%e% ,fehava %augg% him everything
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RUSH COUNTY'S MEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

that I don't know then we could sent him b / to ML as a
reserve. 1t won't hurt to have a two platoon system of
managers iln this set-up, you know.

Have other contacts out to get a boy to help Larry.

With another 18 again this week we are well ahead of last
year,

McComb did not show. I wrote him and teld him that I was
aware of all of his atbributes and failures and that one
bobble would be his last with if I guess he did not like
the terms so suggest that you contact the Levand brothers

for your moneye.

I will order the notebook for your copy of the reports and
will see that Santa has 1t to you by Christmas.

Christmas 1952 finds me $70,000 in debt. I will work to
make Christmas 1962 find me believing ip“Banta Claus.
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RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER . La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

Friday eve

Dear R. A, =-
The time is now.

Would appreclate your digging the Citizen's state for
five grand to be p. d. g'd to me the first part of
next week.

I have held off as long as possible to keep from paying
any undue interest.

As things now stand - I will go to Oakley on January 2
to eclose the deal, It is possible that Lon will be there
also, however, he may walt a day or two to come as he
going to take over the Oakley end and get it running
smonthly so that I won't have to worry about a thing out
there. I will have my hands full making the switch to

La Crosse and getting a new man at ML for Larry.

Can use printers by the gross and will be doing some
heavy advertising for same within fthe next two weeks.

Am enclosing a blank check for you to pay the interest
on the present note wdsst so that it should be for
$11,600 from the date that you get the money. Thought
maybe that Ed would at least appreclate the interest
payment without having to add that on,

Let me know what the amount was when you send the money
80 that I can carry it in my stub.

Wayne went to Okly this morning and is assuming hls chores
there as we get the Fanumry 1 paper. Will be logsing some
help there I believe and that is one reason why I =ave
asked Ion to be on the scene. There will be less worry when
I know that he is there and also I believe that he wouldl
like to @m after laying off for a couple of years. I don't
know mimx Mho,long he will be there but he will have 1t
running smoothly before he leaves.

My present financial situation is hanging in ths balance
ugtgl I got Uncle Sam off my next nai% months I'll kﬁﬂg
more about what I can do and can't when I see what tha

payment willl be.

18
We had 16 last week - all greatings - and should have
or 20 this week. That will be the end of the g ravy for a

while. Merchants report a tremendous Xmas - far better

than ever before.
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RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

now the report from the home front =

Llttle RAC is not taking to his milk diet. Betty got
to come home Wednesday but we left the new offspring

at the hnspital until they get his Smssmx formula
worked out. He has a hard time holding his food down
8o we are golng to leave him in the honspital until
they get the difficulty worked out., It is much easler
on all concerned. Of course, he is having the colic and
the tummy ache and Momma and Poppa are not walking the
floor with him. Our hospital is a dandy and we are
fortunate in having 1t so handy.

The savings bond and the bountiful check are both
appreclated immensely. You always know how teo touch
my tender heart. With the bankroll lower than normal
because of the time of the year, you can be assured
that it has paved Dick's way into the crool, bitter
world.

Sally, of course, 1s taking all this in her stride
as the full complications of having a baby brother
around have nnt struck her as#® yet. She is sold on

the idea, however, but has not been properly awed.

We enjoyed our &mdssx Christmas, spending a gqulet day
at home, and hope that yours was likewlse as pleasant.

When you are able to get away I would suggest that you
travel west to view this everg changing world.

W

Golng the rounds -
To My Republican Friend

The election is over, the result is known

The will of the people is clearly shown

Let's forget our guarrels and show by our deads
That we 1 give Ike all the help he needs
Let's get together and let bitterness pass

I'll hug your elephant and you kiss my ass.
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Office Supplies

RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER La Crosse, Kansas
DAVID H. CLYMER - - - Editor and Publisher

Dear Dad:

Enclosed is my copy of the sales agreement at QOakley
which I thought you might 1like to look over and return
to me.

We used the Medimine Lodge deal as a copy and you can
see that it is almost a duplication.

We ended up with the light fixtures and heating plant

in the building which gave us, in my opinion, one slick
deal., Huck didn't want to have the werry of keeping up

the furnace (oill) which is also a summer cooling plant

so it was included, The officd and shop are not in too
good of shape and some painting and a new partition is
called for sometime this 8pring so that we can get maximimn
room in the place, Huck has indicated that he will help
stand some of this expense also.

A1] in all it was a fine deal. It went off without a hitch
and since it was only offered to us we didn't have to go

on the competitive market for 1t. Lon and I had both agreed
that we would not pay a premium for Cakley such as we did
at Medicine Lodge because of the proximlty to the last deal.

We made our piteh and he took it - much to our surprise. He
has a big office supply inventory which is included as the
deal is turn-key.

We have our boy here, Wayne Turner, on the dotted line for
5% - same as Larry. You will be placed on the mailing list
and will receive a copy of the monthly report from Oakley.
I should send you three notebooks to file these reports in
as you should %e getting a falr stack by this time.

Wayne and I will go to Oakely on the 26th to get him set up.
I will probably be back again about the 2nd to make sure that
the deal is cleaned up.

I am walting untlil the 10th to see how much Itwilldggt?bleltn
pay Harry. I will write you definitely about the a ona
Sgyafterythat date. I won't need it untll shortlilbefnre Xmas

to send to Corwin Spencer, Huck's attorney at Cakley, who is

acting as escrow agent.
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1]

Larry had a gord paper last week but he mlssed his big
edition the week before when we had 20 pages. The run
this month should be good.

I had a line on a boy from Topeka who was highly recommended
to me. I had contacted him and when I called this week he was
on a deal to take over some small weekly in central Kansas.

He has taken that deal which leaves me high and dry again. I
have several fellows to contact whom I know can handle the job
and should have a man here within two weeks.

I have a printer coming next week and another on January 5.
This will give me one extra man that we can shoot anywhere

we might want him. With three outlets now, I belleve that

we can jockey some help and manage to stay at least even with
the board.

Paul Hawkins dropped into see me several weeks ago on his way
to Hays. He wasoonly here a short time and we dildnIt have much
of a visit but I was pleased to know that he would take the time

to stope.

Thanks for your able assistance in all matters pertaining to
money. I hope and trust that blinding youth will not dim my
elder years.

pw
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Dear Dad?

incldged is the report which shows that La Crosse is
still the gem of the mmdsmsm ocean.

Total gross for year $65,000. Net $22,000. The biggest
yoar so far and one of which I am proud as it has not
been ton easy with ML added %o the prrblems.

liy net taxable Iincome was a little more than §10,000
which enst me 1,700 income tax, Next year will not be
80 gond because nf the election but it shruldn't drop
too much.

With the depreclatinn thrown in at ML, we managed to
show a loss for the ysar. We took about {6,800 out of
business there in seven months.

You should have Larry's report by now and notice that

he had a 1loss in December., This just about stopped us.

I was down there Tuesday nfght and went nver the thing
with him and I'11 be damned if I could find it. Somehow
he just didn't show enough gross., I have no reaso to
doubt the wvalidlty of the report but you can bé at it
is gning to do better or I'll knnw the reasnn wﬁy.

We have our problems, Zveryone at Oakley was glad to see
Clark Hord go. His credit was terrible. Companies had
ceased to ship to him, Two boys in the back gultm. We
still need a printer thers, Hired jone that used to work
here. Gnod boy but he will need some help.

One of gour top men at ML gave two weeks nntice. We are
replacing him with Bus Turner who used to work for Lon
here and who has been at Twin Falls, Idahe for the past
three years, I am still short one man here tc help Lester
and have done everything I know to fill the spot. Spent
$60 in classified adv at O@%a, Kansas City and Oklahoma
clty.

Lon and I have come to the crnclusion that we are going to
have to steal them to get the help that we want. It 1s a
deplorgble situation but we can't stand on etiquette if we
are to keep these things rolling,

I still need a front office man to replace the boy at ML
and I have trled every source on that score. At least we

are holding the overhead down while enjoying unusual Januarg
business, But we can't continue it as our nerves won't stan
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1
ite

Ies came down with the flu Wednesday night and did not
work Thursday or Friday. The flrst days that he has
missed for illhess in many years. I was able to get the
press run off with the help of the printer that we had
hired to go the Oakley as he was here Thrusday afternoon.
We were late getting out but we managed to squeak by.

I was too tired after that ordeal to even consider the
trip to Wichita - which is just as well,

Wayne is to send the Oakley report to you also, If you
don't get it, let me know. I haven't gotten the binder
for your rsports yet.

1f you can break away some weekend, you might come out
and we'll journey to Oakley if you would like to see
the place.

We are getting Dickqi a little more settled and of course
you are entertaining Sally these days to relieve the
parents.

These are busy days indeed.

\/
JA—
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The Rush County News

1 Printing RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER
DAVID H. CLYMER I -
Editor and Publisher

Office Suppliss

La Crosse, Kansas
Tuesday night

Dear Uad:
Long time nn herel

Why den't yru plan a weekend visit. Brb Morrisen
is a steady visitor, saw him this morning, he is
drilling a well east nf Blsnn.

Lon:and I finally hit a 32nd interest in a producer
in Ellis county. Putting it on the pump now and
lonks gond. Our interest $425.

Have had twn exceptinnal mrnths and haye been busisr
than hell dning it all by myself. | :

!
|

How much 1s your interest in Lane-Wells now?
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RUSH COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER

R B e o Commercial Printing
DAVID H. CLYMER e
Editor and Publisher i A S I T RS

La Crosse, Kansas

Monday

Dear Dad -
Enclosed 1s the monthly r eport.

Sti11l having falr}y good business and don't believe
that I will have much expense this month so shuuld
be able to take a larger split.

We had to use a little of the coin to finish paying

for our oil well ($600) so that should last us until
they drill another. All together our 32nd interest

cost us about $1000., Our pay kmkk back should be

about $30 a month. I just hope 1t pumps for three years.

I will try and scheduls our trip to El Do in Jyne about
the time that my note is due or before. After the 10th

of next month I should be able to transfer about $3000

of that not e here. Will have all the necessary notes, etc.
with me at that time. I don't suppose Ed would be too
unhappy if I picked it up a little earlier.

Am having worlds of help trouble with no sign of any
relief, I have good interim help but they won't be
with me long.

Everything 1s 1s just as usual.
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Dear Rolla:; 1 read your recent editorial on wetbacks with considerable interest.
1 have folks in the Valley who use wetback labor, when they can get it, and i
believe your information has been most unreliable.

These wetbacks still are kept in virtual slavery in “exico, their wage about 20
cents a day, and they crbss the dusty Rio Grande for the blg wages of fered, big
according to their standards.

Now, the Valley is organized, and I mean organized. A wageof $3 per hour is de-
manded by the labor bosses for farm work, and even by Texas standards that is too
much, Under Truman, the unemployed were babied and petted until no farmer can
get anyone to do anything so they employ wetbacks. 1 have seen them, so many
times, the whole family 11} the fields in cotton time and even a little kid gets
as high as $25 a week. hat is wondrous wealth to them.

However, the labor bosses do not like this and their henchmen drive the roads
day after day, seeking wetbacks. When they find them they inform the imigration
service and huge, barred trucks roll out and the wetbacks are picked up. They

are not permitted to draw their wages, nor inform their families. 1 know whe reof
1 speak., They are herded then into concentration camps and Rolla you should

see these. Huge bull pens of electrified wire, ezarchlights, guard towers and
the 1ike, reminds one of Dauchau. “nyway, then big trucks are filled and the
Mexicans are not taken back across the river, bput 80 or 90 miles, perhaps more,
to Laredo, then turned loose in “exico. To get back to fenosa or Brownsville
they must go first to Monterey, for there are no roads on the Mexican side

of the river. Havng no money, they must walk.

Now comes the criminal part of it. They are picked up by Mexican police as
vagrants, findd and given prison sentences. hen big landlords kindly pay the
fines and they are permitted to work out their sentences on Mesican farms. They
are fed twice a day and the conditions are shocking.

1 was there in May, 1952, When they picked up my prother=-in-law's help and
although we drove to the concentration camp, and he pleaded to be allowed to pay
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P

these peopie, he was refused,
A case that interested me this year was at Harlingen where the mother and father
of five children were picked up, had been on this side some months, and the
five little ones were left starving in a hovel. A Harlingen physician heard of th
situation and "adopted" them until the parents were, through political
pressure, brought back. Two of the kiddies had been born on this side hence were
American citizens. You see, Rolla, if a counle expecting a baby can sneak across,
and the child is born, it is “merican and must be so treated.
North of Edénburg there is an inspection station, vwhere every departing vehicle
is stopped and searched. Years ag these fellows were pleasant and agreeable,
now they are Brooklyn pickups, as nasty as you would want., I was stopped there
last year and one asked me, "Are you an Ame ican citizen?" I replied, "Hell no,
I live in Kansas." I thot he was going to get tough for a moment. I do find
most of the border guardsm now, except the old timers, come from Brooklyn
or New Joisy. They wear big hats, carry guns and think themnselves of the elite.
No planter treats the wetbacks unfairly, for he cannot agree to the labor
demands of the valley and he is tickled pink to get this foreign help, 1 do
believe, however, they are badly treated by Mexican conttszcters, who have
camps, such as they are, and have these wetbacks under contract. They haul them
about like so many cattle and surely there is a deal between them and the
imigration service, for their workers are never disturbed.
Of course a farmer wanting this kind of help can expect to, well, be kind to the
contractor, etc,
That is a great country, you would profit by going to see it. Jones likes it,
I do too, at times, althoghh due to a 4-year drouth it is in bad shape now.
We have 40 acres there and expect some day to make it pay--through oil.

Hudson
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